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OkGRESS GAVE the Amenean people an mportant
gift this week,, no matter thiat it was one that be-
Ienge’d tothe people in the first place. What :both houses -
kS d1d by ovemdmg Président Ford's veto of the Freedom.

g;‘ In:Eormatmn amendments was to advancé the basic . -

- inferests of a free people in a self-governmg society,
That' interest has to do with the public need to be.

mform%& about what government does with the power

delegafed to it by the governed. .As Sen. Howard Baker
(R ~Tenn.) noted,in annotnecing that he would gor agamst-1
“the. President. of hig party, at least {wo recent ‘tragedms N
m1ght tidve heen avoided but for secrecy in government
Iﬂ,’e was Teferring to Vietnam.and ‘Watergate. “Many might’
a;gue with one or another of his,choices, bl the point
" igdhat'secrecy in government js-a threat to theé function: .
mgaof &emocraey I¥ people\cannot know of the actions
taken in their behalf, they are in no position-to olject.

chhout the ability to object, they are in no position to |

‘g:mper the actions .of government. with the reasoned
debate that only disclosure can faeilitate.

‘James Madison -said as much nearly- 200 years. ago
‘*Knewledge will forever govern ignorance, and.a people
\Who mean to be their own governors must arm ‘them-
ae”lvés with the power: knowledge -gives.” :Despite” such
B 'se}f-ewdent common sense, the bureaucracy that has

: @‘rogm since Madlsc—n’s time mqneasmgly has taken the ,‘
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view that what people dor’f know can"t hurtthem. Yet, .

a5 Sen. Baker correctly noted, the oppomte is much more .
" likely to.be the truth. That is'why it is important that, |
i g number of members of his own party: ighored Presi- -

den‘t Ford's veto and made the new amendhmnts law’

Now that the Congress has met its | test, if. remaing to - |-

_be seen whether the piess and the publlc will, meet
"theirs. ‘A law is only as good as. the use’to which i, is

- put. In the past, because .of ;the loupholes the new

amendments -are’ mt’ende*d to, close the. ﬁ‘reedom of

mformation “Aet was used -only ‘Tarély. When it has

been used, the ,results have oftenr been startling, but it
takes time to badger’a federal -ageney for a document.

It takes time and money “to- lnre a Ia?vyé” T to pursue the

1ssue in court.

With the new amendments, the time has been short- .

ened, the number of ﬂocuments available has heen frfe

creased and, if the coutts find a buréauerat Has denied’

. information unlawiully, the ageney must pay the plain-

tiff’s legal fees. In the end, it is the public and those who K
inquire of ihe govemment in the public’s behalf who
+ can ‘make the Taw work. & is uf to them to, apply Madi-

son’s prmclple to modern-day reall’cy by recogmizing that

\g’overnmmt by 'the people st111 depends ‘on the informa- .

tmn tﬁey possess.
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