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Itcpnrt f:rmuhu i‘.n!amu.:im n-:mcetnins use of Mexican Army troops Co l:ri.ng
amder comtrol ltgdunt riots which occurred in Mexico City the week of 29 July 1968.
quumtiun c.um:arn{.ang ti.nt mutml ﬁquipmt and treining of Mexdican Arsy ﬂJ.sﬁ is

e

w(0) -Maxdcan Anr]r i £s ‘atationad in Maxico City were utilised to asaiut 'police
Jand riot police. (Granaderge). in breaking up student riots which:-got out of ‘control
A Mexdeo. citySduring the waek; mmnnc!_ng 29 July 1968. Troope wers firet Useéd at.

B_rlgnde, statibnéd at H'.I.J.it::'y Camp Number 1 in Mexico City, dispersed-rioting
etudents in Hexdico C4 ty. 's.centrdl square (Zocalo)} 4in a sharp action that lasted only

‘during the day of 29 July and violence began in the ciry's central ares about 2100.

jsScudents threw stonés- and Molotov -cocktails and set [ire to buses which they had

1 confiscated sarlier snd uSed to barrieade streets. Federal and district police, -
faderal security police,.decret service and the Corps of Granaderes, using tear gas

L s ws [ Lo}

i!.b-uut 0030 hoursy»30, July, whis' the Paratroop Battalion and elemente of The Il'lfﬂﬂl‘_ry___.

“about 30 minutes.’ "Gruu;m of mtudante, including many in their’ sarly beens, gathered 4

‘end-‘night sticks, gave battle to the students, but were unable to control the
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gituation, Students barricaded themselves in several buildings, mostly schools, in | Bfes
the area and there was talk of them ralding nearby civilian armories to obtain arms.
Asgistance of j.rﬂy troops was reguested by Mexico Cicy Mayor Alfonse Corona del
Rosal.

2. () After the skirmish in the Zocalo, in which Army troops used fixed bayonets
and sarmored recom velicles, students wera routed from schoole in the ares, and the
buildings and grounds were oceupied by soldiers. A bazooka wes used to blast the
door of & schoe]l where some students had barricaded themselves.

3. (0) Duiring 30 July, student disorders continued, but in scattered locations
and invelving small groups of students vho commandeered buses and used them to
block strests and to attempt to reach downtown Hexice City, Troopm and police were
transported around the city to locations where trouble appesred to be brewing. Late
in the day, most of the troops were returned te thelir barracks where they remained
on the alert. The Sscretary of Defense, Lt Gen Marcalimo Garela Barregan issued a
public utntmnt. declaring that the military vas ready "to repel any agression" mﬂl
wvould act "with 211 energy and force necessary”. Troops found 300 Molotov cocktails
250 liters of gas and many empty bottles, plus h‘livel. stones and chains in the
buildings frem which students were dislodged. One rifle aled reportedly was con-
fimcated.

4, (U) Student representatives met with Mayor Corena del Rosal on 30 July and
presented seven demands, ke follows:

&. HRemoval from jebs of Federal District Police Chief (Army Lt Gen Luis Custo
Ramirez) and his assistant.

b.  Firing of Ehou rupurnuiblu for injuries to students and damage to facili-
ties at 'Fuc.:tml School 5.

%u._ Payment l.‘.-f :|_11.dm:mﬂ:_i'l':_vpI to students injured.
d. Changes in lsw pertaining to intervention of authorities during disorders.
e, Destruction of police doaslers opemed on students arresced.
f. Release oF.ddtained students.
E- Immediate ﬂ-j_.l:hdtml of police and Eederal troops from all school propertiesi

5.°(M on 3P July 1968, about 20,000 Hational University (UMAM) students, led by
the rector, Javier Barros Sierra, held an orderly meeting on the wmiversity groends
to protest the vioclatlon by police and troops ¢f the university's avtomomy. (Ho
police or troops sctually ceeupied the university's bulldings or grounds in the
gouthern part of Mexieo City, but did occupy several schools affiliated with the
wmniversity in the center of the ¢ity.) During the demonstration, & mmber of Army
reconnaissance vehicles appeared at the Zoecale in the center of town, but lefr after
a few minutes when word was received that the students were to remain at the
miversity. During the day, Army troops were withdrawn from all but two schools.
Military patrols were continued in troubled arems and helicopters were used-to spot
potential trouble spots. Alse on 31 July, the mayor réesponded to the densnds sub-
mitted by stodént representatives the préeceding day. Through a spokesman, the mavor
granted five of the seven demands and premised to take under study the remaining
two. It was promised that detained students would bé released, unless they had
broken theé law; that troops and pollece would ba withdravn from all schools; that
police dngaiern would not be opened on students detained unless they had committed
a e¢rdme; and that indemnity payments would be made to injured students whers investdd
gation ind:l.:.lted guch pavment was justifisd. It also was promised that student
{deas regarding changes in regulations and laws pertaining to intervention in dis-
orders would ke considered. Taken under study by the mayor was the discharpe of

the poliece chief and his ssaistant, and the firine of those respensihla for injuries
to stodents and damage to faciliciess at Vocatigmal School 5.
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6. (U) On 1 August 1968, dn estimated 40,000 students {som= estimates of partici-
pants went as high as 85,000) held a demomstration and march, again led by the
rector, from the UNAM grounds up Insurgentes Avenue sevaral kilometers, and then
elrcling back to the campus. Host of the students were from UNAM, but they were
joined by students and faculty members from the Mstional Polytechnic Imstitute (IFH)
and severzl other schools. Purpose of the march agaln was to protest violation of
autonomy of Mexican educatfonal imstitutions, and to demand release of students
detained during the riots. There had been reporte that the students might extend
their march to the elty's conter, and Army troopm were stationed at the Zocalo and
at a "prudent” distance (about 1 kilometer) from the line of march. When the march
and demonstration ended peacefully, the Secretary. of Defense fasued & statement coo-
gratulating the students. Heavy rains’ goaked the march participsnts. During the
day of 1 August, all Army personnel and police were withdrewn from the last two
ucﬁmln they had been occupying. During the night, there was scatbtered disorder in
_ dovmtown area.  Several thousand students gathered at the Monusent to the

3 I.mlnt{m after tha ‘THAM warch, but riot police and Army troops on the scene B
deterred any violenca.

r P From 1-13 August, the sltuation was relatively gquiet bHut volatile, with
er exchange of charges and cowntercharges. This often irvolved the placing

of large newspaper ldvnrl-_laumts {up to full-page in size). The officisl govemn=-
Jment line seemed to be to bleme the disorders om "foreign" iafluoences, particolarly
on_leftists, comumistf and Trotskyites. President Gustavo Diax Ordaz;, visitiog the
‘|5tates of Colima and Jalisco, ‘'was out of Mexico City during the violence. fm 1
JAuguat, he made a plen for natfonal unity in a speech at the Mexican Alr Force's
Adr College near Gudalajara, where he was attending gradoation exercises. - This
p:-nqrtd a rash of newspaper ads, many full-page, paid for by governmental entities
and’ organizations,. supporting the president, (Secretary of Defense Lt Gen Garcla
Barragan had bq:gnihbdulnd to accompeny the presidential perty during the visit,
ut cancélled out at the last minute, undoubtedly.due to the student situation.)
t, Miyor Corcna del Rosal proposed that a jodnt commission, componed of
;nuremuntal, student and faculty representatives; be escablished to investigate
‘Jthe various charges ‘and versions of what had happened and who was to blame, to
include rumors of student deaths during the wiolence. Student resction to this wam
mixed, with some. adhering to cheir demands for the Eiring of the police chief and
his ‘assistant. = They called for a studeat strike unti]l thelr demands were met, end,
classes at THAM and, ‘continued muspended. The CIA and FEI even drew the blame of
the Federation of Téchnical Students, whe chm:zwd that some faculty members and
students were-agitating under orders from these two U.5. egencies, and that “persoms

d' to the quﬂua wére trying to lnstitute a "milicary dictatorship to serve
'IE‘ nnd-l"- o £ a

oy

{“l.fj The nitaat.tun rendud a new climax during the late afternoonm and early

of 13 Augist when thousands of students (estimates ranged up to 180,000 with
the best average appearing to be between 80,000 and 100,000) staped a protest demon—
tration through Mexico City's downtdwn strects, ending at the Zocalo where speeches
beard. Although moisy, the demonstration was without incident and ended with a
display of the Hexichn flag and sinping of the natienal anthem. Ohbviously under
rders, police were absent from the streets (but were alerted and ready for mctiom].
Students participating were from the Kational Telytechnic Inetitute (IPN), Hatfonal
niversity (UNAM), Ehe Normal Scheol, and the Chapingo School of Agriculture.

mbets of the faculties led the contingents from each school. Placards carried by
ithe studeats prafsed Cuba and Che Cuevera and denoincad the police, Cranaderos,
pMexlco City officials and even President Diaz Ordaz.

Ou 14 August 1958,
gaid that the Mexiean Army had no function
in commection with the 13 August demonstration (but units in Mexieco City had baen
alertad). He said that no official permission had been rranted for the student march
of the day before. When asked vhat the students might ¢o next, he replied that no
one knew, but “maybe ther will Just atay on strike". Also on 14 August, at least ene
Mexico City Spanish-language daily newspaper carried a fronc-page interview with
Secretary of Mefenge Lt Gen Garcia Darrazan, in vhich he waz gquoted am ssvine that
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lpedceful demcnstrationa at THAM Included astimated 20,000 and 40,000 participante

. gﬁ'ﬂ.@nmt officinle continue to deny emphatically that there were any denths.

prere formed into & Task Force put under the comma
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Mexioo's small force was an army of pesce’, and had nothing againat any group of
individual in the r_'nuntr}r, egpecially the students:. He sald that most meshers of
the Army had children | who were students, many of whom attended IPF and THAM.

10. yﬁ While the Eexicau Army did not become involved in countering the riots
until the week of 29 July,.the student difficulties were traced back into the
preceding week. *On 22-and 23 July, clashes between students of two IFN preparatory
gchools and a private school brought intervention by regular police and riot police
and sptudent charges of police brutality. The Hatiomal Federatiom of Techaical
Students (FNET). received permission to hold a demonstratiom on 26 July to protest
police methods. Leftist elements attempted to deflect the march away from its
planned course to the city's central square (Zocalo). The march started to get cut
of hand when the FNET group was met by a smaller group of communists and leftiata
celpbreting  the anniversary of Castro's "26th of July Movement". The. radicals
succeeded inm redirecting the march towarda the Zocalo and enroute buses were com—
mandeered, windows broken snd st?fas leoted. Police and riot police -arrvested many,
including Mexican Communist Party (I'CH) mesbera. Folice alse raided PCM head-
quarters and the party's newapaper, La Voz de Hexico, confiscating files and
propaganda. - July 27 and 28 were relatively quiet, but 29 Ju‘l}' brought more violence
end, ultimately,- the 1n:&rv2nl:il:tn by Army trcops at the mayor'm request.

11. jp} It is dmpossible to obtain an accurate estimate of the mmbers of students
invelved in the sctizal violence. DNant estimate for the 26 July diserder ism about
3,000, with poesibly &n équal number in tha 29-30 July disorder. (The subsegusnt

and the 13 August downtown demonstratiom 80,000). During the peried of dimorders,
egtimates of mmber ‘of personn detained waent as high as 1,600, many of whom were
subsequently releaséd; many of those detained were nonm-students -and, reportadly, a
mmber of fotﬂignﬂ'lr:# received reporta

that thera wate four®gbudents killed and about 200 woundad. Studenta claim that up
td' 48 were killed.""There Has been no public confirmation of any fatalities, and all

1. qﬂ By &ll accounts, the Mexican military performed creditably im helping to
quell the disorders. The main engagement imvolving troops was during the night of
20=30 July when they dispersed students in the Zocalo in & elash lastine only about
30 minutes. Soma esfé—w'it.nean accounts indicate they finy have actad a little too
firnly, and it is apparent that, once deployed, they acted with lictle hesitation.
There has been little press criticism of the military's role 4n the riots and the
students have selected the Granaderos (riot police) and regular police for most of
their anger. FFivate coement of "over-teamcticon” by the Army has been heard, however.

of Drig Gen Crisofore Mazon
[Pineda, whose regular assignment is {‘-nn‘.‘.mndinp: General aof the Infantry Drigade.

Second in command of the Task Forca was Brig Gem Maric Eallesteros Prieto, regularly
fasaigned as Chief of Staff of the Secretariat i:-!’ Mational Tefense. Hilitaey
fperacnnel assdgned to Defense Headquarters and units 4n the Meaxico Clty area were

put on full elert (restricted te offices and installactions) on 29 .T1|.'|?'r This wan
dropped to a partial alert on 7 Aupust and this condition roemains in effect as of
the date of this report.

3. ':f:' _ received a report frm.‘_Jvhﬁ visited

eapulco during the'week of 5 Ausust 1968 In connection with Olympile matters
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indieating that casual cooversatiom with Maxican Eavy officers there indicated con-
siderable support for the students in Moxico City and some criticism of their harsh
treatment. However,.
instructor at the Mexican Superior War College in Kexico ¥s reportm that his
converpations with Army and Adr Force officers at the college indicates full sopport
for the government actiom and use of troopa, One Mexican officer at the War College
who has & relative assigned ms a platoon leader in one of the units used to contral
the student sltuwation, related that this relative told him the following story: The
young offlcer's platoon was assigned to duty at one of the schools where students
were demonstrating. The soldiers were standing on guard duty surrcunding the school
and were subjected to comsiderable name—-calling and taunting by the students, some |
of whom spat on the soldiers. Finally, & superior officer came around te the school
and issued instructions to the platoon leader to straighten the matter out.
Imsediately, the soldiers went into action and dispersed the students, many of whom
they apprehended. These were taken inside the school buildimg (out of sight from
the public) where they were then subjected by the soldiers to the hazing that
students at the Military Acadesry (Herolco Academls Militar) receive. i

x &
esk Force headed by Brig Gem Mazon Pineda reported directly to the Secretariat of
Defense, and did not come under the command or directicn of the Mexice City Chief of
Police {as had been largely assumed to be the case). ‘He said that the Army had
responded to the mayor's request for assistance and he stressed (the official govern

nt line) that there had been no deaths. He sald that all persons taken into wT
custody by the military were turried over &s soom as sgibhle  to eivil authorities.
A1l troops used were from-the Hexico City lru# as he saw it, the
police and Army troops did mot wiolate the "suFomomy” of the educational instite-
tiond, but had really protected it, since the schools wers baing "victimized" by
outside agicators., He said that the intent of autonomy was to puarantes freedom "
of instruction and expogure of students to all eurrent theoriea and teachings, but
not "o pive a free hand to leftists agitators who had ulterier motives. Asled about
riot control egquipment and traindng, that the Military Folice
Bdttalion (assigned to<the lst I'ilitmh aguipment aimilar to that of
the Granaderos {tear gas grenades, grenade launchers, gas masks and long "billy
glubs"). Also, tha HF Battalion received snecial trainimg on riot comtrol. Ko
other Maxican Army wmits heve any special riot control eguipment, but all units do
recelve "some" riof-comtrol training. (This is believed to consist of little more
than normal basie training of the eoldier ip extended order drill snd use of the
bayenot. )

6. N If the joint r.n*ni.gain-r proposed by the mayor {or any n*'--r suthoritative
)]

body) #stablishes that there were in fact & mumber of student aths and/or that
the Granaderos andfor Army units were overly brutal, there may Lr further reper—
cusaions. Following the large 13 Avgunt demonstration and march, further student
action can only be guesswork. Tt is bhelieved chat continued domonstratlons, and
particularly any further violence, will endanger the success of tha 2lympics.

Is hfﬂiﬁ‘:Lrﬂchﬂﬂ to this report 4s a sclection of photazraphs appoaring in Mexico

City nevMpanpers showing Army treope ond Grapaderas “in actian' during the riots. A
study of the photos shows the soldiers with only their normal helmets, rifles and
havonoes. while the Granaderos have ran masks, tear mas grenada launchera and hilly

clubes,
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