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. DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT 

COMTIKUAT10H SHElf Po\OCt 

aitu•tioo. Student s b.trrieade.d thf!IIISelve~a~i~n~a~o~v~e~r~a~l~b~u~i~l~4;1~ns;af. ~;.~~;.~;;;;;:;:;;;;;;:;;:; 
the area e.nd there vat t4l.k of tha raiclin; nur\:ty d.Yilian anor1u 
AMiatanu of Artl)r troops vae reque.ated by Mexico Ci-ty Kayo~: A1fon.eo 
tto .. l . 

2. (U) After the t1dndtb t.n t he Zocalo, in which Amy tt'OOps u.eed fixed bayonets 
and arL"QOrcd r econ vetl'iele8, e tudenta were route.d from ecltoole i.n the area, and the 
buildintt e.od grouada were occupied by eoldiere. A bazooka vas used to blast the 
door of a school v be.ro. acae ttudenta bad barricaded thecselves. 

3. (0) DUring 30 J uly, atudent disorder• continued, but in scattered location• 
acd involving .-all groups of studeots who c::oaumdeered busea and used thea to 
block •treeta and to tttempt to rcGeh downtown Nexico City. Troopl and police were 
transported around the city to loeAtiona where t rouble appeared to be b~. 
b the day. 110et of tbe t roop• were returaed to their barraeb vbere tbcy remained 
on the alert. tbe· Secretary of Defense, tt Cea Mercclin.o ~ Barresl\n issued a 
public sute:ment, decl.Arlna that tbct military was r eady 11t o repel any agreesioo11 

vould ac:t ''vitb all e.oergy and force ucceeeaq". Troop• fo\W\d 300 Molotov cocko:aila\ 
2SO litera of s•• and~ eapty bott1ea, pl us knives, stones and chains i n tha 
buildinge f rom vhicb etudente ~fe dislodged. One rifle alsO reportedly vas eon­
fiacated. 

4. (U') Student repreeent&tives 11ct with Hayot Cor ona del Rosa! on 30 July ·ancl 
proae.oted eeven demands, U folloVII: 

a. Removal f-rOID. jobs o{ Federe.l Dietrict Police Chief (Army Lt Cen Luis ~ 
R#mirez) and hie aaaiatant. ·- . b. Tiring of t hoea reeponsiblo f or i njur-ies to atudento and d.cmage to fac111.-
tiea at"vooo~ .~ebool,#S. 

-~e. P•ym.ent of indemnity to studen to i njurod . 

d . Changea l.n l.v pert.ai:rrl.n,g to intervention of auth.or1tie.s durl.n.g disor ders. 

' 
e. Destruction of police dooeiers opened on students arrcsced. 

f. Release of.!.d,ftained atudenta. 

8· Ialediate ~thdrawal of police and federal troops f.- all oehool pr<opcrtieal 

S. • (0) On ~ ~uly 1968, about 20,000 Notional University (~~) otudeoto, led by 
the rector, Javier. Barros Sierra, held a.n orderly r:eoting on the UDheraity g;ro\lftds 
to f)rote.at the violation by pollee end troops of the un1vere1ty1 a autonomy. (No 
police or troope ~ctually occupied the university' $ b~ldinga or aroundo in the 
southern part of Mexico City, but did occupy several aehoole affiliated vith tbe 
u:Dive.rsity i n the center of the clty. ) During tbe OCIDOntJtt'Otion, a number of 
reeonnaieaaoee vth!clee appeared &t the ?.ocalo in tho c.onter of tovo., but left 
a tev minutes vhen word wae received that the atudenta vexe to reaain et t he 
alliverd.t'J'• ~ the day, Arrrt croopa were wlthd.r&w'n froa &11 bot two ach;)olf. 
Military patrola were continued 1~ troubled ercae and helicopters vere uaed · t o spot 
pote.nt,io.l trouble spota . Aleo on 31 J-..ly, the ~~:~a.yor rupooded t o the dMWtds s\Jb­
ld.tted by student r epre.senUtivee the preceding d.ay. 11trough a apokeGN.n. the 
granted five of the seven demands and promised to toke under study the re.mai nint 
tw. [t vas promised tM.t detainod students would b~ rel eas ed, unleae they had 
broken the lav; that troops and polLee would tt. vithd.nvn frott: all aehoola ; thol 
pOl lee doeeieu would not be opened on otudento detatned unless they had comnitted 
a crime; and t tlat i ndomnity paynantl!l wuld be made to il\jurcd student s vlo:ere imrestij 
gation indicated suc.b pa!'*lnt vas justified. lt eleo vas proaised that atudeat 
U.eas regarding chantea in regulations and l.{tVI pe~;tdnin!j. to intct;vention 1n diG­
orders would be considered. Taken under Ot\ldy }\y tho. r...:tyot W4$ tho dl$cha:rge o f 
tbe police. chief u:d hls assia t.ant. end t he fir i ng. o f those res;:.onaibl e for l~tlu,-1.,,1 
to atud.t:nts and d.amase to focilities at 'loc3t1ona l School t"5 . 
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DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT 

COHTIHUATtOK SHUT 

h:-(ti)Q;;;JL:i~~'li96'8;'7.~;;t'~~;f~~OOO~~.~t;u~den=to~ (so-'! e.et.iaatu of pattici-
u u held a dez::I00.8Uttioa ao4 a.arch, ecain led by the 

l ::~~~~;~froa the UNAH ground.• up IDsurgentes Avenue sevcr.a.l k.-ilometM'I'J, and tben .. 
back to the e4urpue. Moet of the etude.nta w~ro. froaa tlNAM, 'but ther ve.rc ·, 

;. ~ =~:;~:~students and faculty ateera froa. the !latiooal PolJtechnie Iastitute (IPH) 
other schools. Purpose of the u.reh again vas to protest Violation of 

of Mc~1ean cducatio~el inatitutiona, 44d to d~nd release of ' 8tud~ots 
during the riots. There b4d been .Fepot'tl that the stude'nts af.ght e..xtcO 

their .. reb to the city' a center, ud A.r.J troop I were atatloned at the Zoe&lo •ad 
a "prudent" dist.ance (about 1 kil<lmetor) froa the line of marc.h. When tha u.rcb 

demonstration ended peocalully, the Secretary of Defense 1eaued a etate=ent coo­
the students. Heavy raia.S 'aoaked the ~eb partielp.ant:a. Durtna the 

1 ~ugUit, aU ~~ personnel and police -wore Vithdrawn from tho' l:4st ,two • 
,they had bean:oecupying . Durin& tho D.iaht, there was ' ee.attered disorder in 

area.'#... sevixal thcuaand ata4e_nta gathered at the K00m~e:Dt to the 
afte.r tbi ~tJ!Urli ureb, but ~ot pollee .o.d .Arwr' troope on tbi eeene 

any "+iole.n.eo. 

Fro& 1-lJ.Aupst, tbe a.t.tu.ation vu rd.at.ively quiet 1Kit volatile, Vttb 

l:~::rn:ex:•:!lla::•!s:e of ehargee an'a Coua.te.rc:hargea. lhie often involved the ple.ein& 
&dvertiaomente (up to full- peae in •1~). The official so•ern­

to be. 'to bl.ae the di1oz:dere oa "fo:re:S.tn" 14floeneu, putlcularlr 

1:;~:~··~·~· cocrumi•'ti and Tiotekyit.u. Pruitleot Cuata"VO Diaz .OLd&&, "V1ait1ag the 
of Colima ao.d .Jalieco , 1Waa Out of Hox:ieO City du.ring the violenCe. Oa 1 

he :.ad• 4 plu ·for ~tional unitY 1D a epeech at the Kuican Air Forc.e' s 
near CUd.&lajara, vbe:re be vu attenAinc gr.duati.O-D exerc..Uee • . tld.e 

of·nwapaper ads, lQ.ny. lull-page, · Pa$.~ for·by gove.rmnentil.l enti:tiee 
the pruid811t. (See~et&J(f of. ll<>feoa• Lt> ~ ~ 

to ac.oo.pa:qy tbe _pruident:1.&1 p&.rty du:rlftS the. vUlt, 
l.U~ lliaute, undoubce,lly. cl..e to tlte · otudetlt oituatioo . ) 

Cor0fl.3. dol Rosel· propooed thot 4 joint c'o.atiseiori, eO'Illp08ed of 
etudoint and faculty xepreeentattve.a, be Ut.abliahed . to invest{&.ete 

c~•q;C$ 'and.,..-era1oa.s of vbat ~d bappeced. and who vas to blame, to 
1 tudent deaths during tb6 *violence. Student reaction to this vae 

adhering to t heir demands for the firing of the polic.e chief ancl 
"' They C..Ued for a at\!de.a.t etti.k.e until the.iT deaands vere aet, and • 
. A?d..~Jf~ntt.nued susp.ended • . '11to CIA and nt even drt;v the ble:me of 
of T4,C:hhieal Stcdento, ~ho c:bart;cd that acnne faculty llembeu and 

\o'ere ·e.gU:.etio; under o-xder• fro• the.a:e tvo u.s. •sencie.s, ._nd that '~800.1 
~ the ageneiel vera crytns to institute • ~tary dict&torahip to serve d 11 • • • • ' •'. 

OD, S • .,,;·~. • t: · • · • 

· •. t 

Tbe at.tu.a'tioo reac.be.d a aev c:l..1.au. duriag the late a.fternooa. and e.arly 
le•,e,;lll8 of 1J Allg1lst• \!ben thousando of atudents (eotilllatea nnscd up, to 1a0,000 wt'th 

averqe ·appurtn8 to be between 80,000 and 100,000) ateced a proteat de1:10n- • 
Jottrtttion throue;b Mexico City's dovnt6wn atreeta, end..iQa at ~be Zoea1o vbere qeechM ) i 

Althc1J6b noisy, the dCIIJ)nstration waa without i.ncident end endeil with a 

oo. 

of the MexicAn fla.g ond sirtttni of the naUoMl antho.. Ohviously ur~der 
police vere abSent !rOM the atreeta (but vere alerted and ready for aetioo). 
participetL"\1 vero trou the. Rational Polytechnic. Inetltute (IPN), national 

(UNAU}, the Nonnel ~chool, and the Chn.pinso Sehool of Ac-ricolture. 
the faculties le.d the c.ont.tngcnts from each •ehool. .Plac.t:~rds earried hy 

praised Cuba and Cbe Guevara 1\nd denounced tbe pollee, CraMteros, 
City oC!icial• and C'lo'en 'Pre1ld~l'lt 01a% Orda.z. I 
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in the. c~~try, eepec.ially the ttudenu . ne aaid that ..ott Mlllbers of 
b.ad c:h:11dre.n:Vho wer& at-udente:, uuy of vbo= attended IPN and UUA.\f. ' ... \.~· ·'. . 
Whlle the :!!exte'a0.;1..rm.y did not be.co1ne invol ved in c:outLterin,s tbe r!ota 
week ot ' 29 ~ul),~th& ctuder.t dif!icultiee vcre traced back into the 
week. On ·zz·and 23 July, c.lashes betucen student o of two IPN pr-cparotory 

a' pr~vate achool brought interventioO. by xeaular police and riot police 
charget ·of polico brutAlity. The nat1onal Federation of Technic.al 

re.eeivcd pend..asion to hold a de.D'IOnstrAt1on on 26 Jul y to protest 
t -eftiat .,._elements att~ud to defleet the I:IA.reh 11way froa t.ts 

cou.rae to the d.ty' s central aqu.are (Zoc.elD). 'nle u.reh started to get out 
whe.a. ~bo n\E:l' a·roup vu met by • G!ll4l l er group of co:muni.stt and leftists 

.. l~§i~~g~~~~'~th2•~•nniVeraAry of castro's "26th of July MovcrMnt". tbt..radieals rcdi:reeun; the aarch tward• the Zoealo and enroute buaes v-.re co.-
~ vindove br oke-n and at9Jea looted. Polie:e and riot poli<:.a arrested tWt.ny, 

COIDiltOnist Parcy (roo m<t:'lbe:rs. Police. al so raided PCM hcad-
·the party'• newspaper, .!:!.!2!~~. confi.leed.o:g: files cd 

·~~:·~:~::.;.!,ij~!,~2~r7 and 28 vere r elatively quiet, but 29 July brousht 110te violence I• · . interventio~. ~Y Army troopa at tho lfl(l.yor'b rcque.et·. · 

It 1e ~uible to obtain an aceu.rat• e.etiaate of the nuzr.ber·e of students 
. ,,,,,._ ... in the eeti.Lal violence. DAiilt estimate fqr the 26 July dioorder i.e about 
•;;~~d::t•;; possibly an equal n~.mber in the 29-30 July dieorder. (the aubeeqaent 
11 d.eaonatratioo1 at WAH inc.luted aetimate4 20,000 and 40,000 participants 

13 d~tovn duo~stration 80 ,000). During tho period of· disorders, 

l~r.~~~:;~j~~~~i·o~f~·~p~er~s~o~na detai.ned wo.nt as high u 1, 600, whoa were a 

·~ 

' 

and aboUt cloia up 
been DO pubUe eonfia=ation of any fat&litiee, and all 
to de.ny emphltically that there wexe {lny denthe . 

By all account•• the ~1exieGn militcu:y porfon'IC.d creditably in halping to 
the disorders. The :aain ensaaeoeo.t iavolvin; troop• vu dur-t..ft& tha nis;ht of 
Jul.y vhe:n tbex..di,sperse.d students in the ZOc.alo in a clash latting only about 

l~,:i:;~e~:; Somo eye-vttness ttc::count& indicate. they may ha.va. octad a little too 
and it 11 apparent that, once deployed, they acted vith little heeitaitoo. 

been little pri"ss c.riticis11 of tho.~lta.ry'l role f.:n tho riots end. t ho 
J atu•!e,Lta have aele.cted the Granade.roa (riot police) and t'egulat: police for .,st of 

anger. Fftvat~ .. e:o~o.t of ''over-reecti.on" by tbe J.:n:ry hu bUll heard, 

criLOOfOlCO Ha:on 
whooe .rcgule.r &8Bignment it Coii'C)Qndina Ccne~l of t he I nfmttry Driaad(!. 

l
:::~::~i:n cocm.1nd. of the Task Force V$$ &rig Cen l~rio n&UC!ateros Prieto, r~uUrly 

.. Chief of Staff of the Secret ariat of National J>c_fcnse. HUitary 
ass igned to Defense HGSd<Luarteu and units in the 1-~ft:r.ieo City or:ea ,.,.ere 

alert (r~str1ct~d to offices and ins~llations) on 29 Jul!· ThLs qat 
fdrop;>ed to a part1a1 .tcrc on 1 AU!P"'1t and thb condition rei'\Af.ns in e.ffcct as of 

of this report. 

received a report froa 
jAc:apul<:o durins the '.leek of 5 Ausus t 1968 in 

who visiteC 
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DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT 
: 

COHTI~UAnOH SHEET 

that 
aupport 

~~:::::::~~~ at the Kexiean 
l oc•DVC<IJOtioi08 with Army and 

COD­
harsh 

the govet:nment action and use of troops. One !<ex.iea.n officer at the 'W'nr College 
has a relative assigned as a platoon leader in one of tho unite used to control 
student eituatioo, t:elated that this relative told him the followtnc story: Tbe 

off'icer' a platoon was asoigned to duty at one. of the school• when students 
decnon.atrating. The soldieu were atanditiS oo guard duty aurroundi:ag the school 

aubjected to oonsiderabla name-ealling and tauntint by the atudents, some 
on the soldiers. Finally, a auperior officer came around to the school 

instruetiollS to the pUtoon leader to straighten tho NttU out. 
the eold!ers vent into actloo and dispersed the atude"ce, Mny of \oilon 

These vere taUD la.aide the school b\I.Ud.ing (out of eight from. 
they t..-ere thea 1ubjeeted by the soldiers to the ha&ing that· 

I'U.I,u;•<Y. Ae&d""l' (lleto!co Academia ~!ilitat) receive. •. 

So4:utatiat of 
tM l!exi<:D City Chief of 

1~:;~:~:~:· heel been l.arielY-8aaUDed to be the case). :~ said. that the Al::r:ty had 
to the mayot..'s i-Cquut for •••latance and he atrqaed (tbo official go·•••">1 

liae) that t ,bere. "bad been no dutht. Be Nidi tb.at all po.rtou t-akeo i.Dto . -.. · 
tody '-1 the ail.ltarY. vue turned over u aoo~n as ssible ~ to civil authorities: ~ 
troop• use4 ve.r-e fro:a.._·the Mexico City area-. • u he saw 1t, the 

I POCLee and Arrrf trooJ~.P ·did oOt violate tha 11au D~Xy o the' educational: i.utitu­
but had reall)' protected it, e1nce the schools vero boina ''victilrlz:ed" ~Y .. 
aa1taanr •. Re said that the inte,nt of autoDOQ-}' vas to guamntee freed011. . 

and Me,q,oaure of studcntl to all cu-rrent theories end te.aching:s, bUt 
free hand to l eftiete agitators who had ulterior no~1ves. Asl~ about 

and traini.na~ ~hat tho U111tary Police 
1st Uili---t~h ~quipmont o.tmilar to tl1at of 

gren.o.de launchers, gtts Maka and long "billy 
Alao, the MP S.tt411on received e~ecial training on tiot control. No 

Hedeen Ar1itf uni~ have any Qecial riot control equipment, but all UAits do 
l recod•'• "eoee" riot-·oOntrol ·tratntna. (This is bdieved to con.li.at of little 'QOt'e 

noraal baste t~&ining of tha soldier in extended order drlll and use o~ the 
l baycioet.) 

6. ~ If the jolnt ~uion propoaed by the r.a.yor (or ~y other authoritative 
bod.yj 1 a tablbhe-s that there 1o.-erc in fact a twrlbu of ::Jtudent deat hs and/or that 
the Cranaderoa and/or Aray unite wer e over ly brutal, thet8 r.~y be f urther rerer­
cuseiona . Pollowt~ the l4rge 13 huau11t cler..onstration al\d rm·ch, ' urther stvdeot 
3etion ean only be guesswork. It i s belie~e~ that e~nt~nued dcrons trations, and 
p.-rtieulat l y any furi:het: ·violence , will cnc.lt.U\Ser the succe:s!l o£ tl~e Ol)'fl'!picl}. 

7, ~ /\ttached to thJ.s rcpott i a :t selection of: photoullpl~ 4!)p~o rj n:-". in t-IC!':~ co 
y ·na~3pc:rA shovi~ Arr:.y troopu t)nd <:ranaduos "in octtnn" c.lut::lnfl the t"~.<ltG. A 

ot t ho f'lhotos shows the sold1tra ,.,ith only their no rm{ll :1d11'1Ctlh r.J.fle,.. anJ 
b tt)'Of\<-'tSt th lle tlte Crana~Pron h."'V(' f'At: r tls }:$; , t Mr r;a:;; z r l'! t14de )3uncf-t.t:!l nr.c' h1lly 
clubtt. 
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