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Amevican Lawyer Media

Al Michael Ravnitzky

1730 M Streel N,W, Sulte 802

Washington, DC 20036

te): 202-828-0328  fax: 202-457-0718  email: mjr@amlaw.com

Fobriary <, 2002
Socinl Securlly Administration
Oflice of Ingpector General
attn; Inspector General's Freedom of Information Act Officer
1clcphone 4 0-966-8385
fax: 0~ 964~ 920!
- ERE}

Dear Sir or Mudam:

* Pursuant to the POIA, we hoteby request a copy of the following records:

[) "Access to Inlormatlon” Reports for the past 10 years. The1G is to be provided
witly rendy sceess to all agency records, information or assistance when conducting an
investigalion or audit. Section 6{b)(2) of the IG Act requires the IG [ raport 10 the

agency hoad, without delay, if the IG believes that access to required jnformation, records
ar assistance has been unrcasonably refused, or otherwise has not been provided. We
request u copy of any such reports durlng Lhe past [0 yoars. We do not consider the
sumimaries of such reports provided in the semi-annual reports to be sufficient for this

Pupose.

2) A copy of the leg, or list, of IG investipations (not audits) in your office for the
fime perind 1995 (o the present. '

3) A-copy of vach close-out and/or summary memo for each investigation compieted
or closed in the years 1998, 1999, 2000, 2001 and 2002. You may interpret the word
"years” o mean cither fscal year or calondar year, at your oplion, whichever is more
rdministeatively convenient, If this will result in retrieving more than 400 pages of
mateefal, you may limit the request to the most racent years that will result in less than
400 puges, or call me ar 202-828-0328 to narrow the scope.

PMlease release al} sogregable portions of thesc records, down to the sentence and word by
word level. .

American Lawyer Medla is a national news organizaltion, publishers of Legal Times,
Awnerican Lawyor, the National Law Journal and other publishers, and this request is
submitted for newsgathering purposes. This request should be processed in the fee
calegory representatives of the news wedia® for fec nasessment purposes.
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Although we ngrae to pay up to $40 for costs associated with-this request, we 2140 request
n partial or [l foe waiver, ‘ '

Under the provisions of the Freedom of Information Act, decuments will be furnished
without chiurge or at a reduced charge if (he offlcial having initial denial authority
tatortaines that disclosure of the information is in the public interest because it is likely
to contribuife significanily to public understanding of the operations or activities of the
government and is not primarily in the commercial interest of the requestor. Factors
congidered to determine whether o waiver or redustion of fees wil) be granted include:

(1) Whethor the subjecl matier - of the requesied yecords congerps the operations of
activities.of the Federa] govenmmens; ‘

In thiis case, the IG access to information reports, the 10 investigations log, and the IG
Investigntions close out memos clearly concern the opérations or activities of the Federal
government, Per the Inspector General Act of 1978, a8 amended, the Inspeotor General's
mission is 1o: Conduct independent and objective audits, investipations and inspections,
Provent and doteet waste, fraud and abuse, Promote ceonomy, effectiveness and
clfficleney, Review pending legislation and regulation, and

Keep the agency hoad and Congress fully and currently informed. All of these functions
closely implicale federal government operations and activities.

(2) Whether he disclosure is likely to contribute 1o an understanding of Fedecal
goveroment aperpiions or activities; ‘

The disclosurc is likely to contribute 1o an undersianding of Rederal government
aperations or activitiss because the types of investigations undertaken by the Inspestor
Genceal specifically and by definition address proper or impropet activities that ocour
within a federal govemment agency.

(3) Whetlier disclosira of the requested | ation will coniribute to the undergianding
of the public at Jarpe. as_ opposed to the individual undersianding of the requestor or o
narcow seemenn of inforested porsons; ‘

The disclogure of this information will conuribute 1 an understanding of the public at
large becuuse the roquester is the representative of the news media, and we publish a
nurnber of newspapers and magazines that cover ssues associaled With agency functions,
In particular, Legal Times and The National Law Journal specifically cover fedeys]
government ageocy activities. Amerfoan Lawyer and Corporate Counsel cover malters of
interest to the legal communily, inclading the type of investigations undartaken by the

10, :

(4) Whet b:z,z:.zlm\cm.l.z:ibmigu_x.m..m,ﬂzlis_mwgmmjgg_qtf.cdpxm.@mmgwmg
origliyilizs will be significant; - - ‘
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Conlribution to public understanding will be significant hecause these records have not
before gencrully been made public. Although audit reports have been made public, and
althongh a summary of access to information reposts have occasionally become public,
and nlihough somelimes investigations ace referred on, in geveral the scope of 1G
ihvestigatary sctivily is relatively unknown, Releass of these documents will help

illustrate & true and unfiltered perspective of the 1G's wark.

(5) Whethet the requesior bys & commercial interest that would be furthered by the

requzaind disclosure; and

fh thir instance, although any news madla organization has a commercial interest, the
commercinl intorest of a news media entity 18 considered nomina) or nil by definition,
because the nows media cntity's essential purpose and purpose is to inform the public.

(6 m@mggm.‘magnmmw@nmmmmmmfm tor is
sulficivniy, laree in compiison with the public interestin disclosurs that disclosure i3
pripacllyin the commgreial interest of (he requestor.

The public interest In this material outweighs (he nominal or nil commercial interest
assaciated with r nows media organization.

UVor these reasong, your office should grant a fee waiver in Full in this instance,

g3 i~y e
Sincerely, g

/XyM/ .

Michael Ravnhzky
Iireclor of Datgbase & Computer-Assisted Reporling
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