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_SUBJECTS .CHAMBER ‘0F DEPUTIE% DECIDES. NOT TO CALL
DEFENSE ‘SECRETARY

1+ SUMMARY?

MEXICAN CHAMBER OF DEPUTIES TURNED DOWN
SEPTEMRER 29 REQUEST

‘SPONSORED BY OPPOSITION PAN 'PARTY:

"TO CalLlL DEFENSE SECRETARY CUENCA DIAZ TO APPEAR BEFNRE

BODYs PAN MOTION MADE CLEAR THAT PARTY'S DEPYTIES.

INTENDED 'TO QUESTION CUENCA DIAZ ABOUT INTERNAL SECURITY
SITUATION. PRI SPEAKER; DEPUTY CUAUHTEMOC SANTA ANA 2 CHARGED
© THAT PAN TRYING TO TURN CHaMBER INTO INQUISITTONAL BODY »
DURING DEBATEs PAN DEPUTY BERNARDO BATIZ VAZQUEZ gUESTIONED
WHETHER OR NQT TOUTER “QEMOCRATIC OPENING;" SUPPOSEDLY

‘EpiTOVIZED ay
CHAMBE R

OF OTHER CABINET MEMBERS ,

RECENT HIGHLY PUBLICIZFD APPEARANCES BERQORE
1S REAL OUESTION ALMOST

RHETDRICALS PAN MOTInN FVIDENTLY WAS NO SURPRISE TO PRI
MEMBERS, AMD QUICK. NEGATIVF RESPONSE" PRDBABLY HAD BEEN woRKED
QUT TN ADVANCE AT LEAST AS ADMINISTRATION CDNTINGENCY,

END SUMMARY

Be IN WHAT MUST WAVE BEEN ACRIMONIOUS EXCHANGE» "MAJORITY"

OF CHAMBER 0Of

DEPUTIES TURNED DOWN IN VOICE vOTE PAN=.

SPONSORED MOTION TO pALL DEFENSE SECRETARY CUENCA:DIAZ TO

APPEAR BEFORE

WE: PRESUME THAT OVERWHELMING PRI MAJORITY

BODYe AlLL- PAN DEPUTIES (2@) SPONSORED MOVE e

(178) VOTED .AGAINST.
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3o ACUDRDING TO PREBg Ab_ubNTSd PAN MOT:ON, INTRQUUCcD BY

DERUTY HIRAM F%rUDtRo, WAS RASED ON DE“iRE Tn "LEARN REAL
DYMERTIONE 0F DIVERS: MaNIFES TATIONS oy Pugch sIsQuUIET

ENIDEYDED By ACT” OF wigy GLENZE IN SOME NT ?ItS OF THE REPUBLICess™
PAN IHTEREST ALBD FXTENB&D ™ DIS"USSION DF FEDERAL FIREARMS

Lo {EMBABSY 1S A=55, JANo 28 1972!: MILIARY FFFDRTS IN ANTIu.
maﬁchrcs ‘CAMPATGNS, AND DERIRABILITY OF AMENDING camarpzpsxom
’AN&

4 IN HIS RESPONSE. DEPUTY cUAuHTEMmc SANTA ANA ‘'TERMED PAN MOVE ONE
OF “BAD FAITH"™ oUT OF KEEPING WITH: INVITATIONS EXTENDED To

OTHER CABINET MEMBERqo HE: PERCEIVED INTENT To POSE "QUESTIONS

WHICH SURELY WOULD BE CHARGED 'WITH DECEIT" AIMED AT PRFSENTING To
PUBLTC A MEXICAN ARMY WITHOUT PRESTIGE AND. AT SERVICE

OF INTERESTS CONTRARY 'TO THOSE OF. MEXICAN: PEoPLE--.

WE DONYT CONEUSE DEMOCRACY WITH ANARCHYJ NOR DO WE CONFUSE
APPEARANcES OF CABINET MEMBERS WITH INGUISITION SOUGHT

HERE' BY DEPUTTES OF RIGHTIST PARTY »es THOSE WHO Wi8H 'TO

FISH IN TROUBLED WATERS, AMONG THEM THOSE: -QF. THE RIGHT

WHO WOULD BENEFTIT FROM 178 EXISTENCE, -SPEAK @#F AND SUSTAIN
INSTITUTTONAL IZED: VIOLENCE real®

‘§e IN ACID REBUTTALs 'DEPUTY BERNARDD BATIZ VAZAUEZ STATED

WWE. THINK THAT PROBLEMS CONF%DNTING GOVEPNMENT AND THOSE
PROBLEMS FACED BY MExICaAN ARMY ARE PROBLEMS qF ALl OF :UB AND

. THAT PEOPLE HAVE RIGHT TQ BE INFORMED» WE:'KNOW THAT WHEN A

MEXTCAN SOLDIER DIES IN A GUERRERD AMBUSH2 IT IS A MEXICAN
WHO IS BEING SACRIFICED AND  WE WANT "TO HAVE ALL INFORMATION

WHICH PUBLIC OPINION REGUIRES oee I WONDER ABOUT *DEMOCRATIC
DPENING® IF 1T IS SIMPLY MATTER OF FORM IN WGHICH ‘ONE 'PART 0OF
CONGR:8% CALLS PUBLIC OFFICIALS OF ITS ‘CHOOSTING AND REFUSES:
POSSTRBILITY THAT OTHpRS COMF TO ANSWER OUR QUESTIONS. IF
SUCH IS CASE, WE THINK THERE IS NO SUCH OPENING: ‘THAT THERE
IS NO REAL REASON (FpR REFUSAL) BUT SIMPLY A PRETEXT TO DENY
APPEARANCF OF A PUBLIC OFFICTIALweae™

6+ FINALs RATHER LAME» PRI ARGUMENTS 'WERE! THAT -OTHER CABINET
OFFICERS WHO HAD APPEARED BEFORE CHAMBER (FOREIGN SECRETARY
RABASA, HYDRAULIC quoumcss SECRETARY ROVIROSA WADE., FINANCE
MINTSTER ‘MARGAIN AMONG OTHERS) HAD DONE $0 “BECAUSE THEY
WERE DEALING WITH SURJECTS OF EVIDENT SOCIAL INTEREST sae
SUCH MOTIVATIONS DO NOT EXIST (IN CagE OF GUENCA DIAZ)s NOR
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ARE THFRE PRpwInUS DEei8iONS WITH StoecYan APP'ILATIQN WHICHK
WoULD =F OF jJTFREST TO US SINCE all MATERIAL IN FHIS REBPEECT
15 r%“T«Ih T REPOQT WHIDW HE (DEFSEC) HAS SUBMYITTED

7O OTH? ”ON RFSQ'e'“

7. SOMMENT: RRI REAFTIDNA WHILE PERMAPS PREDTCTABLE GIVEN
COM POLICY DF PLAYINg poWN GUERRERD INCIDENTS AND CTHER QUESTIONS
DEALING WITH INTERNAL SECURITY, WAS PARTICULARLY HEAVY<HANDED
ROLICY OF CABINET APPEARANCFS BEFORE CONGRESS IS POINTED TO
AS "NEW INNOVATION"™ AND A CONCRETE INDICATION OF ECHEVERRIA
ADMINISTRATIONSS INTEREST IN UPGRADING ROLE 0F LEGISLATURE
WHILE CONCOMITANTLY SERVING AS EVIDENCE OF HERALDED
"DEMOCRATIC OPENINGen NONETHELESS, PROVISION FOR SUCH
APPEARANCES cDNTAINED IN ARTICLF 93 OF CONSTITUTION SO THAT
PAN SEEMS TD HAVE HAp SOUND PARLTAMENTARY GROUNDS :ON
WHICH TO REQUEST APPEARANCE. BY REBUFFING ATTEMPT TD HAVE
CUENCA DIAZ APPEAR REFORE INQUISITIVE AND PERWAPRS SKEPTICAL
"OPPOSITION PoLITICIANS, GOM SIDESTERPPED POTENTIALLY EMBARR-
ASSING PUBLIc AIRING OF THESE PROBLEMS« HOWEVERs THE GOM
THERERY INCURRED RISk THAT SOME MIGHT INTERPRET THE DENIAL 4S
AN INDICATION THAT APMINISTRATION IS TRYING TO COVER UP
. BTTUATION WHICH IS MgRE SERIOUS THAN PUBLTC HAS BEEN LED TO
BELTEVE
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