Report on Cfo Chxlcan. Task Force Activities,
‘15 .S-ptember to 3 November 1970 o

%

:s-pre 'ent

Malr‘x.is‘t; Séx_l#a.dbi-. Allende's assent to the Clulean prcszdcncy on.

.

3 November. This effort was to be indc c'xden. of ccmcur cnt Cﬂdcavor

.

bcingunderta‘kenthrough, or with the knowledbc of, . the 40 Comm#tcc,

Department of State, and Ambassador Korry.

b. Bricfly, the situation at that timc was the fQIIO\Ving:

-

-~ Allence had attained a plurality of only some ‘:0 000 .

'

in the Chilean popular vote for president. Jorgc
. : Alessandri, a conservative and the runncr-up, would

{ace Allende in a Congressional run-off on 24 October.,
. ¢ ' - . ' .
The run-off winncr would be invesicd as president on

..

3 November. ' ) ) .




-~ Allende's designation as president by"Congrcss was

very probable given 211 known factors in the Chilcan

“political ‘equation?

1

--" Given the dismallp.rosp.cc"ts of a political formula

béing worked Qﬁt to. _P‘;'.q_vuefxt Allende's dcsikg‘xiat;xo‘h

as. presid'é\nv_t, by Congress, remaining alternatives

iiiw .. . ccntercd.around ove

oming the apgliﬂtic_a},_ constitu- =~ =~

tional-oriented inertia of the Chilean-military.

G e == U.S. Government intcntions were .highly suspect,

-

particularly in Allende "a..n_d certain government

sectors. Suspicions cxtended to all Americans in

Chile for whatever declared purpose. In addition,

- -

the Chilean military were being monitored quite

‘closcly by the Allende forces for warning signals
. y s

of any interventionist proclivitics.

2. .J("Spcci:\l Organization

>+ a. A Chilean Task Force was assembled and functioning three

-

- 1 »
. ) * *
, : ; | 831372



.- ¥
~_posts spccifically for this purpose. A special communi-

'catiohé‘ghaaia_el was sct up simultaneously to Santiago, Chile, and

language,

ja.nd experience to sustain the fiction of various foreign

natxona.htxes. Thcy were recalled from thexr overseas posts to

2 g - w Ea e P
T -,\z.

Washmgto'x, brae[cd and inserted mdwzdually into C}ule_

nationals. In Santiago, their only U.S. contact was a CIA officer who

“had resided in Santiago

¥ established contact with

Chilcan intermediaries or principals intcrested in promoting a
militiry coup.

-

~ ¢ By a spccial (and unique) arrangement requested by CIA,

- the U.sS. Army.Attachc in Santiago was placed under operational

AR

dircctiqn of the CIA Chicf of Station there. His assistance and

Chilcan military contacts were invaluable'in this program.
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¥ 3. The Dual ~}’\rmx'oa'ch: Constitutio=~al and Couon

a. .Prospg:cts for inducing Congress to vote for Alessandri

_rather than'Allende were ne

‘ .}:»txiigbtzand,‘ they all focused on

inspiring 2 recluctant, indecisive President Frei to assume an out-

"Chile has a very short future,’

will only have a past." L. S R .

b. Initially, —I:'rcij'v};s j;-r_i.'lling to consider and even advo_catcv\a. _

constitutional solution: the so-called Frei rc-election gambit. The
question was whether he would be willing to commit his prestige

complctely in following thi"ough on such a difficult political maneuver

with the outcome, at best, unassured. The basic gambit consisted

of marshalling enough Congressional votes to clect Alessandri over

-

Allende with the understanding Alessandri would resign immediately

°.
-

aftcr inauguration and pave the-way for a special clection’ in which

o«

Frei could legally becom~ a’candidate. As a prcl.iminary step, Frei
‘ : ‘

coordinatcd Alessandri's post:'clcction statcment that if he were

Y
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. this path.:.To “t:}.us.'e'ﬁd. 'yii-tuailw," 6v¢;1‘-x“1i‘g'ht ClAmobxhzed an mter-

_ioc}c_ingpolitic;l action and propaganda campa.i.gh‘ designed both to

nto following through on th 1

LT e

At the same time, recognizing the falhbxht;cS OfI-' cei, CIA

focused on prcvoking a military coup. This undertaking was scgre-
. . ) ) . E .

gafcd- from that oi the Freil re-clection gambit with the intention that

it be pursued independently of Frei if necessary, bjt'xt with his acqui-

A )

escence if possible.

4. Propacanda Campaign

’ o . .
a. The propaganda campaign was tailored to gencrating concern o

L3
- .

aBout Chilc's future in terms which would condition the thinking and :

actions of the thrce key clements in the Chilean political equation:



racy and constitutioﬁaiity,‘fi;s'\.\ré‘étcx'xéd‘ by Allende's promise to honor

tﬁcs'e traditions.

‘b. After the 4 Septcn;be\i';p'q.;'mla_.r vote, the world press had

tended to treat the prospect of witnessing the first frecly-elccted
Marxist hcad of state take office as a curious aberration of democ-

racy rather than a politically significant event. Press interest and

coverage was rclati\fciy light until the Allende forces fortuitously

provided an attractive issue which could be exploited. By

15 Scptembcer, it became apparent that Allende was conducting a

rather blatant campaign to intimidatc the Chilcan information media

through thrcats of assassination and violence, takcovers by so-called

t .

worker organizations, and ultimatums to the management of news-
. ¢ . .

papers and radio stations. Allende's purposc was to smother any

-

T

opposition to his clcction by Congress and to take advantage of that | 2

3

-




spaper in Chile and the major opposition voice to

g st et

Allende up to that timc. CIA mounted 2 propaganda é:&mpéiéﬁ

Nars

“ccntered arcund “El Mercurio" and the issue of Allende razenly

e

ta.king his first step in "coi-nfnunizing" Chile by attacking freedom

= g

~of the press and, worse, with -th; election stilll"\.xﬂgéttléiﬁ Cow.crt -

. action resources were uscd to launch:
-~ Cables of support/protest from lcading ncwspapers

throu.ghout La2tin Amecrica to "El Mercurio'.

-- A protcst statement from the International Press

- "Freedom of the press in Chile is bcing
. strangled by Communist and Marxist forces #nd
¢ their allic_:_}s. ") ) - "

--  World :;>rccss coverage of the International Press

Ascsociation protest and on the details of the



Communist

elforts to seize control of the Chilean
: © press. | o

ent 40: the thost part, in’ managc‘-xa.l

As a resu}t of the ensumg {urorc,

All.endc -=- sensitive to woriqd
“opinion and attempting to prOJcct the image of % moderate, non.
dogmatic socxahst -- decxded to become more cxrcumspc 'Ey
25 Septcmber hecavy. hand;ad mtzrmdatxon of the pre
Ceased, |

ss5 had virﬁxally

-C.

5
Allcnde s show of strength had made its point
Chzlean prcss: including Y“El Mcrcufio"

never did regain its
rcsxhcncy and remained thoroughly muted from :hcrcon out,

-Lack-
the LSl.a.l forums for ¢ __Eont

ancous Ecneration and replay of




. propaganda:inside Chile, CIA had to rely incrcasingly on its own

_ resources:

| subsidy of an anti-All\c”ncl‘e ;;oli'tic'a:‘lv g°r6up and its -

-radio programs, political adv_effis'erﬁé‘hts, -and

4.po‘1iti,ca.1 rallies; and,

-- direct mailing of forecign hews articles to Presi-
dent Frci,'Mrs. Frei,' sclected niilita.ry leaders, -

- " and the Chilean domestic press.

This; effort did not, and could not, rcpla‘cc a Chiiean press, fully

'ohctatiyc and free of restr‘aint. Virtually alone, it did kcep the
. . : ' L9 -

.voice_ of public opposition alive inside Chile for coup purposcs
L4 . . N ” ) =
Quring thc' final wecks of this pariod.

2 .

d. Tl:xc magnitude of the propaganda campaign moprftcd during

this six weck period in the Latin American and European media --

. ! .
. .
-
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oy - JU = .

aside {from thc U.S., the two "outside'" areas with, by far, the

-greatest influence on Chile -- is evident from the fact that only

partial rctﬁrnsShow 726 articles, broadcasts, .
Sl v

mea#@raﬁie*multipher eficct -~ that is, how much its ?'induccd"_

news focused medxa. interecst on the Chxlcan 1ssucs and stxmmatcd

: addxtxonal coverage -- c.>.cep.. that even by conscrvatwe standards,
* this 'tqntri§ﬁtion must have becn both substa'ntial‘ agnd‘sig‘n'iﬁ'cant.

-.- e, Special intclligence and "insidc" Bricﬁngs were given to

U.S. journalists in deference to the international influence of the

U.S. media. Particularly noteworthy in this connection was the

bd -

Tirhe cover story which owed a great deal to written m"atcrials and

‘bnefm'vs provided by CIA. The Time correspondcnt in Chxlc who

was provud‘mg much of the' back«round material for thc story

apparcntly-accepted Allende's protestations of modceration and

canstitutioﬁality at face valuc. . CIA bdbriclings in \Yashington-




T

t of the stor)"ir_x the {inal stages gécording to another

correspondent. It " lcnde to complain on:

13, October, "We 2re suffcring;the. most brutal ard horrible pres-: . ..y .0t

ime it

g out

# g

both domestic and intcrnational; " sinelin

-

" ‘Political Action

a. The political action program had only onc purposc: to | o

induce President Frei to prevent Allende's clection by the Congrc#s
on 24 October and, failing that, to support -- by benevolent neutrality

at the lcast z.:d conspiratorial benediction at the most -- a military

. - coup which would prevent Allende ffom taking officc on 3 November. :

.Realistically, the task was one of attcmpting to recasi Frei, as a

political personality, in a role decmanding decisiveness and

B '.'m:ac'hismo" to a degrec that, thus far, had eluded him. Pressurcs

. frém thosc whose opinion and/or approval he valued -- in combination

with adcqua'tc propaganda orchestrations -- rcpresented the only hope

of convcrting Frci. v




“Frei had both thc power and obligation fo;;_ix‘:év'én‘t‘_

P aes T

‘this.

PRI

o & - .
-- _In the event Frei's re-clection gambit. succeceded,

-
’ . .

the U.S. Government would be prepared to provide -

gubstantial support for Frei's presidential campaign.

. e 00 2ics-




messages to him urging that -hé“savc Chile. Somec ¢f these endcavors

were the following: o : ’ '




~- The West German Christian Democratic Party - )

which cr{}oycd spccial cquities with Frei by virtue

S of gcﬁ-érous support to thc'Christian Démoc:_'ats in




one of the international figurces

o’ -“ T

in Ca;hg}ifei;mjmgstﬂ;':cspectcd,b)"}‘rci,_ scnt a

indicatfpg that Frei and his

) personal message

to influence Freci or those close to: - -

. Collateral efforts werc made.
* .

Frei, such #:: .
-~ Influential lay Catholics sent messages to or o )

-
3
-
i
. -
-

-
.

visited the Vatican.
. . E . , [ 4 ¢

.« C - : - .
»and clerical pressures from other countrics, was

.

dissuaded from ceding an Allende victory prio:;'_to’

his Congressional c}éction actually taking pl:\cc.i

-- Teclegrams were sent Mrs, Fxci from women's,

... ’

: L4 B
)

‘groups in other Latin American countries.,

. 44387 -
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- Forcxg-x Press items were maxlcd dxrectly to Prcz. '

}»{rs. Frcx, and Chr;shan Dcmocratxc Congrcssmcn

L .maké'"af‘:d‘c':’é.l‘with Allende. With fhat d‘e:cié'ivdh. thc Frex re-elcctxon

gambit died and constitutional altcrnatwcs had been exhausted. Sub-

sequently, Frei did manage to confidc to several 'top-ranking military

officers that he would not oppose a coup, with a guardcd irnplication'

“he mi'ght cven welcome one. Yet, when a coup opportumt*,' and

P

. situation prcscated itself upon the assassination o

f Army Cornmander

in Chicf Sc’.mcidcr, Freci moved quickly a\vay from it,

’ . ‘
6. Military Coup . :

- -
* . -

a: After carly October ~- absent any cvxdcncc that Frei was

respondm politically speaking, to artificial respiration -- a

- ‘ ’ . . . 4.&?.;88




. : ) - 17 - -

military coup mcrc:nngly t.wgcstcd itsdif as the only possible . .

'

solution to the Allcndc prob]cm. Ahti-Allc‘nd'c currents did exist

"':obzhzcd by

him. '

* Although individual officers among the top leadership of the ‘military

, and Carabineros were pre-disposcd. to take action, they felt the Ariny .

Was-central to a successful coup, and, as long as General Schheidcr

remained thc hcad of the Army, the Arm, zould not bc countcd upon.

General Schncxdcr s attitude could only bc changed through the

personal ix(tcrvcntion and forccful advocicy of a coup by President

Frei; somcthing, it became obvious, the latter was most unhkcly to

-
-

brmg himself to do. "




