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- &higher likelihood of being reléased. |
. : Since'the passage of the Actin 1984,". .
- there has been a corisiderable reduction”

" in the amount of time FOIA requesters

must wait for their responses from the

CENTRAL INTELLIGENGE AGENCY

ClA Information‘Act of.1984; ~ . Jo.om ( ,
i Operational File Exemptions- ..~ | *. = Agency.In 1984, when the CIA. -
28 MOV Com el Tritalli it o g e o - Information Act-was passed, CIA" .
;- AGENCY: Central Intelligerice Agency: . ' completed action on 2,991 FOIA, -
" ACTION: Notice of operatiopal file . - - ' ct, and Mandato: :

exemptions. i: ... 7. i

- SUMMARY? TH¢ Céiitral Intelligence -~
.., Agency (CIA)is soliciting commients’
;.. regarding the historical value 6f; ort"
. other public interest in; the CIA files.
¢ desi e ClATH

. - Declassification requests and the~: : . -
* ;- mediafi response time for FOIA requests *
‘-was approximately 15 months. In 1993,
CIA copipleted action on'5;705 requiests*
and reduced the medias respionse time.
for-these reqiiests t3:2.4 months. Thus, °
a’primary goal of thé Act hias’
confinues to-be m
Déclassificatio Release'
rical Valie

Tnforthay istorical Val
: mctialgo,soilglft-t&encéiix‘agec{ﬁt

- e

(3

ition'and
Coidtion of Histo
" The!

:to undertake a-program for.the 2y
systematic réview fordeclassification’
and releas.of §&]écted information of
historical value. The'Act required-the.
' DCL fn consultation with the Archivist
~of the United States, the Librariaii of

MATION CONTAGT::
irector, Information

i ~Congress, and appropriate .- . - < ;

" . prepare and submit to Congress a

- . Under the Program, the Center for the

- declassi

- -NARA include: .-

- T *  Agency, Washington, DC 20505, (703)
482-6567. . .
- SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: :
Background L e
In 1984 the CIA Information Act (Act).
- became law. This Act authorized certain
CIA operational files from the .
- Directorates of Operations and Science
- and Technoélogy and the Office of - -
:~"Security-to be designated by the Director
~ of Central Intelligence {DCI) as exempt
= from the search reqtirements of the . ---
Freedom of Information Act (FOIA). The
- Act also required that not less than once
~ every ten years the DCI review the -*
exemptions then in force to determiné
- whether such exeniptions could be ...
; removed from any category of exempted -
files or any portion thereof. The first _
s such review must be'’completed by 15 . -
¥ October 1894327, (. 3 ! o
. Increased Responsiveness to FOIA,
; Privacy Act, and Mandatory- /"
- Declassification Requests’
#: - Amejor puipose of the Actis to
expedite thl;‘»‘\génCY’s xreview of
“~information qualifying for felease .-
- pursuant to FOIA; Privacy Act,and + .-
- . Mandatory Declassificdtion standards. -
-~ Under'the Act the Agency is relieved of -
;- having to search files, and réview. i B
-.Tecords contained therein, that would . .
: - likely Fesult in litile,if any, released ...
7 information underthe FOIA: . - ;50 .* . -
.~"Consequently, the Agency-can dévote-its
_Tesources to thase files moye likelyto .- -
/7 result in released materials and, thus, . -
, 2, FOIA requesteérs experience much faster }
: o = processing of those Agency records with " .

. Studies in Inté_{l}genbe_

. Privacy Act,end Mandatory."; - -~ &lso published throe yolumés of

+- of documents) from thiit period i

> Union. This volume inchides 27:

+ releas

representatives of the historical . -
discipline selected by the Archivist, to .
report
on the feasibility of conducting -~
systematic review for declassification
and release of CIA information of .
historical.value. In his report, submitted
* on 29 May 1985, the DCI stated that this
kind of review was feasible and he ,
described the new Historical Review- |
Program that the Agéncy had - - © °
established to carry itout.:. .-
Before making his report to Congress;
the DCI'consulted a panel, made up of -
the Archivist of the United States, an” "
" Assistant Librarian of Congress, and - |
three distinguished historians. This "

- - panel recommended thit the aim of the

. Dew Historical Rg'view.l?rogram:,..: -

. must be releasé of inactive records, appraised

# s permanently valuable, to the public via the ]

National Archives andRecords, = . ,".; .

.. Administration (NARA); as the most effective
means of serving the public¢ interéstand - -

especially that ofhistoncal fesearch.

2 As part of the DCI's Opsnsess Palicy,

CIA’s Historical Review, ’rogram has.

- expanded suibstantially since.1992; *

- Study of Intelligence has undertaken to .

fy and release ClA-técords of =.. -
significant historical value. Records
"declassified and transferred to the,

- " ‘e Over 140,000 pages from the JFK-
sequestered collection of documents, =... .
-, -* Over 380 political and economic .+ -
National Intelligenqe'Es_tim_ates}?-.;_L,,,..'.. T
primarily on the Soviet Union. produced
Prior to 1984, % o o el L eToumee o
*“Over 1,000 previous]

t

_ Iy Classified % .,
articles and book reviews from-the ClA's
gence..

professional journal of intell;

2

* Ovér 1,500 pages of recos
Raoul Wallenberg. .= - < -2
" _Sincg'1992, the CIA

History Sfaffhes” .

documents in its Cold; Wér Records
.-* CIA Documents oni the Cubai
- Missile Crisis. This publicatien is mad o
- up of 112:of the most importait. s
.documents {some’of wh’ich:m:géq:&pé y

National Intelligence Estirizates o
Intetgat@épi;l;Politigs;F&;f@iganﬁ'aiﬁs

; 1 tasdlsodeclassified
+ and transférreqd to'thie

NARA::

S

ed 1
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. " [wThe Origins and Development of the

. intelligence is collected orwhich
“+. .- describe:and identify soiirces'that
.= furnish the ‘intelligence, FOIA™:.

" .- requesters aré
.. ;i Tesponsive access to fore
**# jnformation provided to U.S: palicy =+~

. .\ counterintelligence sources. °
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the following three formerly classi
internal CIA histories: - :

‘e The Central Inteiligence agency, An
Instrument of Government, to 1950.

o General Walter Bedell Smithas. =
Director of Central intelligence, October -
.1950—Febmar¥51953.' : : -

« Allen Welsh Dulles as Director of
Central Intelligence, 26 February 1953~
. 29 November 1961 . - . o

Finally, related to these o
_ declassification and release programs
© and in conjunction with the Agency's.
Openness Policy, the Center for the .
Study of Intelligence: - - -

o Conducted a symposium on .
Teaching Intelligence which also .
‘resulted in an nnclassified published -

fied

. e Conduicted a'symposium on the
- Cuban missile crisis.’ R
e Conducteda conference entitled .~

.’ CIA in the Administration of Harry .. -

‘three categories for designating
-as operational ard thus exemp
" 1.Files of the Directorate of - - -
." Operations which document the -
. condct of foreign intelligence or Lo
" counterintelligence operationsor n
~intelligence or security laison = s
- arrangements or information exchanges

. with foreign governments or their -

iﬁtelliglem;e or security services; . :

_ 2.Filesof the Directorate of Science .

and Technology which document the
means by which foreign intelligence or
counterintelligencé is collected through-.
scientific and technical systems; and

**." 3.Files of the Office of Security - -* |

_ which-document investigations - . ..’ 4
L conducted to détermine the suitability -
_ of patential foreign intelligence or L

Throughout the Jegislative history .

. there is-a.clearrecognitiori that there is
" little benefit from'the requirement to~ -

. search and review certaimppérational -

- .. files that almost invariably prove'to.be. !

- " exempt from réleaseinde T the FOIA-By + intelligence and securi ity services, "
Aexgmpting'on.lyfopératjoxi‘a‘lﬁl&c}which - foreign hostile parties, international "
document the methods by which narcotics, intérnational terrorism, and.

assured of more
ign intelligence.

. backlog of FOIA cases, the Agency's * -

. relieve the CIA of the unproductive burden -

" the record that: .
- The bill is carefull

purposes,” ’ - TR et e -
% Pirst, the bill willrelieve the ClA& froman °
FOIA sequirement lo soarch- .

CIA files -
ted from’ .

makexs..'rhrough a reduction in the - .

response to FOIA requests for -~ -+
nonoperational information becomes
more timely. In speaking in support of
the bill which eventually became the

law, the then Chair of the Senate Select

Committee on Intelligence said: -

“The
the Nationa

yse of this legislation is toamend .
1 Security Act of 1947 in order to
of searching and reviewing certain’ -
operational files under the FOIA. This relief
will enable the CIA to become more efficient
s that requests under the provisions of the:
FOIA may be ed more.quickly.. - -
In supporting the bill when it was’
before the House, one mgn_lber f_‘t_a_t.ed‘ for

RS
. s -

three

xafed tg achieve

rtain specifica

while preserving und
*of information rel
the FOIA. -

iminished the amount --

. . Moreover, intelligence sources,” = .
current and future, have increased |~
confidence aboitt the Agency’s ability to-
protect them from the threat of exposure
many have felt under the FOIA!. - " .
Pursitant to the criteria.specified in °
the Act, the DCIin 1984 designated as

** sources, and targets.

lly defined CIA

public in & timely'and efficient manier; * - ~

easable to the public under -

+-electromagnetic sigris r
- intelligence and counterintelligence.

" active and perspective agents, contacts,
" d. Policy and Management files. -
_ These files contain information . o
concerning the management of -
.individual projects and decisions made
for the conduct of operational activities.
e. Obsolete Category files that remain
open, but were created before the
establishment of the Directorate of
. Operations central file system and
contain the types of information in the
four categories of files listed above.
. f. Operational files thatare - - -

- maintained and ysed within the 2’
+ Directorate of Operations, but that

. remain ‘outside of and peripheral to the
central file system. These are files that
. contain operational information of the
type listed in the first four categories, |
- but is 50 sensitive thatitis = = -

* compartmented within the Directorate
of tions division, or staff directly

responsiblé for the operation. Alsa

_Truman. " A L Y . operational files consisting of records Wwhich,>i inc ded fx-this category are 2.0 -
e OProdqud‘ wo video tapesin 7= " . after line-by-line security review, almost - _ background and working fil 3 derived
- ‘conjuncticn with its symposium on the - _ invariably prove not to be releasable under” - from materials from the.othér .
. Cuban miss{lé‘ciisigand o ifs = % 7 the FOIA. i it o4 it e 41 5 desighated file categaries, ;i 54
. conference om the CIA and the Truman = -~ Second, the bill will provide more effective © 2, Files of the Direct te e’
Administration>” - R security for the identities and operational ,. " © and ."Fe'chnology:r':"{ : LA
TS S AR Do oo - o activities abmadofinglividualswhoriskthéir "a, Tmagery Anal;ysw-andlﬁcplai‘tﬁtién
File§ as Operational *;-* it e e Statesby cooperating with the CIA. - " - scientific-and techmical metho Iepsede'
| “The 1984 Act 51 L sified the following ™ Third, the bill will improve the ability of ~ Scientic and t cal- metrocs usec i
\ct speci the. 2" the CIA t6 respond t6 FOIA requésts from the © the collection, analysts; afid exploitatior

of photographic intelligence and other
* imagery for foreign intelligence and
- counterintelligence... " .. - &b
b. Signal Intelligence files. These are
. files which document scieritificand -

ERTPR
AR

" . technical methods usedinthe .. * .
~. collection, ax_:alysié,-

#nd exploitation of

- - c. Operations and: Technical Support

o files. These are files which document

scientific and téchnical methodsused i

operationalfiles: = . . . .° . " gu - . N
s Ty .~z .- .7 supportof human intelligencesource
(') 1. Fltlles o-f -ﬂfle Directorate Of e operations in. the collection of foreign
perations: - - . . R intelligence and countefintelligence.
_ & Operational Activity files. These d. Intelligenrce Collection Systems
§les docufnen.t‘.t}m sources and methods - files. These files document the use of
involved in foreign intelligence and. -+ - other scientific and technical methods

counterintelligence operations, liaison

__relationships with foreign governments -

and their intelligence and security . -
services, and special activities. . - .-
Operal

collected on targets for potential . -

operational activitiés including for

- clandesﬁne.fechﬂblogy'mnsfergi e

- ¢. Personality flesThese files contain
+information-on persoris and éources

_ involved in operational activities and
persons of operational and IR
counterintelligence intem{t,;i_ndddiizg 2

tional Interest files. These .-

- files contain vulnerability information. - - Provisi

5 iy o et foreg
- intelligence or countérintelligence -

- determinethe’

F

. in conjunction with clandestine. - -

-operations in collecting foreign o
intellipence and counterintelligence.
3. Files of the Office of Sécurity:
a. Covert Security Approval and:-
onal Covert‘Securiiy-Approval

files. These files document %7,
investigations-to deterniine the

 sources propased foruse

sugp‘(jrt activities,*”;

-, b. Operational Appro¥al

‘Provisional Operational
o i

-n’operation
;é; ‘-’:., i .

o

“These files’ dociirdent itivesty
3 Suitaly ity of Pot
d foreign.:iht_ﬂliéé’ 25




.

| - - .Federal Register. // Vol. 59,~,No,-.;155;; 1"Manday, Autgust 8,-1994: /- Notices.

.4!]341

. Counterintelligence sources proposed- -
" for use id operational activities.

._C. Security Access Approval files.
These files document investigations to
determine the suitability of potential
foreign intelligence or

~"counterintelligence sources proposed
for use in collection activities involving
scientific and technical systems. -
Salicitation of Comments Regarding
- Historical Value or Other Public .
* Interest of the Previously Designated
‘Operational Files - - -~ -~ .-~
"~ .. In undertaking a decennial review of
whether the DCI should rémove any of
. the files designated under the 1984 Act,
. - or portions theredf, from any of the .
;- specified categories of exempted files, -
... the DCI hereby solicits comments for his
: . Consideration regarding the historical ..
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