[0 COMMENTS REGARDING MG RYDER’S REPORT

1. (U) The objective of MG i§ s Team was to observe detention and prison
operations, identify potential systemic and human rights 1ssues, and provide near-
term, md-term, and long-term recommendations to improve CITF-7 operations and
transition of the Iraqi prison system from US military control/oversight to the
Coalition Provisional Authonty and eventually to the Iraqi Government. The
Findings and Recommendations of MG Ryder’s Team are thorough and precise and
should be implemented immediately. (ANNEX 19)

2. (U) Unfortunately, many of the systemic problems that surfaced during MG
Ryder’s Team’s assessment are the very same issues that are the subject of this
investigation. In fact, many of the abuses suffered by detainees occurred during,
or near to, the time of that assessment. As will be pointed out in detail in
subsequent portions of this report, I disagree with the conclusion of MG Ryder’s
Team in one critical aspect, that being its conclusion that the 800th MP Brigade had
not been asked to change its facility procedures to set the conditions for MI
interviews. While clearly the 800th MP Brigade and its commanders were not
tasked to set conditions for detainees for subsequent MI interrogations, it is
obvious from a review of comprehensive CID interviews of suspects and
witnesses that this was done at lower levels. (ANNEX 19)

3. (U) I concur fully with MG 3 conclusion regarding the effect of AR 190-8.
Military Police, though adept at passive collection of intelligence within a facility,
should not participate in Military Intelligence supervised interrogation sessions.
Moreover, Military Police should not be involved with setting “favorable
conditions” for subsequent interviews. These actions, as will be outlined in this
investigation, clearly run counter to the smooth operation of a detention facility.
(ANNEX 19)

PRELIMINARY INVESTIGATIVE ACTIONS

1. (U) Following our review of MG ’s Report and MG Report, my
investigation team immediately began an in-depth review of all available documents
regarding the 800th MP Brigade. We reviewed in detail the volurminous CID
investigation regarding alleged detainee abuses at detention facilities in Iraq,
particularly the Abu Ghraib (BCCF) Detention Facility. We analyzed approximately
fifty witness statements from military police and mulitary intelligence personnel,
potential suspects, and detainees. We reviewed numerous photos and videos of actual
detainee abuse taken by detention facility personnel, which are now in the custody
and control of the US Army Crnimuinal Investigation Command and the CITF-7
prosecution team. The photos and videos are not contained in this investigation. We
obtained copies of the 800th MP Brigade roster, rating chain, and assorted internal
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