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1. <SR - ENTIRE TEXT.

2. SUMMARY: |° . |THAT THE SANDINISTAS EAVE

MOVED AS MANY *AY 2303 TROOPS WITH TWO BM-21 ROCAET

LAUNCHERS TO A LOCATION WITHIN 27-25 <ILOMETERS OF AN ¥DN

BASE AREA LOCATED JUST INSITE THE HONDURAN BORDER. TEE

FDN HAVE SENT RECONNAISSANCE PARTIES TO DEVELOP BETTER
INFOHMATION ON THE REPORTED SANDINISTA BUILD-UP AND

MOVEMENTS. MEANWHILE, FDN CONBATTANT PRESENCE INSIDE

HONDURAS EAS BREN REDUCED TO 500@ FROM A 709@ LEVEL ONE

WEEAn AGO AND RECENTLY AARIVED SUPPLIES, EBSPECIALLY

AMMUNITION, SHOULD PERMIT A FURTHER REDUCTION OF THAT

PRESENCE TO 2889 SOMETIME NEXT WEEK. MEANVEILE, THE

REPORTED SANDINISTA BUILD-UP AND THE PROSPECT OF AN

ARTILLERY BARRAGE AGAINST THE FDN BASES OF LAS VEGAS

AND BANCO GRANDE RAISE THE ISSUE OF THE VIABILITY OF S
THOSE LOCATIONS AS FDN SANCTUARIES. END SUMMARY. . )

5. REFERENCED MESSAGE DESCRIBES MOVEMENT BY SANDINISTA
ARMED FORCES TOWARDS HONDURAN BORDER IN VICINITY OF
FDN FORWARD BASE AT LAS VEGAS, BEONDURAS. MESSAGE
REPORTS THAT UP TO 20968 SANDINISTA TROOPS ARE
ATTEMPTING TO BMPLACE TWO BM-21 MULTIPLE ROCKET
LAUNCESZRS WITHIN RANGE OF TEE LAS VE3AS BASE. THE
- BM-21, WITH A MAXIMUM RANGE OF 28.5 (ILOMETERS, COULD
AIT THE LAS VEGAS BASE FROM POSITIONS INSIDE NICARAGUA.

4, MISSION HAS TALEN STEPS TO REQUEST RECONNAISSANCE
SUPPORT TO ATTEMPT TO LOCATE AND ESTIMATE THE SIZE OF
SANDINISTA FORCES, ESPECIALLY THE ROCKET LAUNCHERS. WE
ALSO NEED A BETTER APPRECIATION OF THE COMPOSITION OF
THE SANDINISTA FORCES INVOLVED IN ORDER TO

BE ABLE TO BETTER ASSESS NICARAGUAN INTENT. AT THIS
MOMENT, ¥WE DOUBT THAT THE SANDINISTAS JOULD ATTEMPT A
CROSS BORDER GROUND ATTAC« ON LAS VE®AS., RATHER, WE
\39ULD EXPECT THAT THE BM21S WOULD -BE FIRED AT CLOSE
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TO MAYTMUM RAN3E® (HCWEVER INACCURATE) T0 CAUSE WHATEVER
PEYSICAT DAMAGE TO THE BASE (WHICH INCLUDES PART OF THE
FDN ROSPITAL) IF POSSIBLE, PUT ALSO TO INFLICT PSYSHO-
LOGICAL DAMAGE ON THE FDN AT A TIME WHEN THE FDN IS¢
ALREADY EXPERIENCING CONSIDERABLE DIFFICULTIES.

5. THE ¥DN PRESENTLY HAS CLOSE TO 50w@ TKOCPS IN THE
ThT YRGS ARTA-—3AGO NEAR LAS UTGAS AND 15%% NFTAR THE
s BORDFR AT BANCO GRANDE. SOME 7¢9¢ ¥DN TROCES #ERE IN
LS THE LAS VFGAS AREA RECENTLY, BUT AFTER RYSUPPLY, 2000
WENT ZACA INTO NICARAGUA, ADDITIONAL SUPPLIES FOR THE
\XFDN HEAVE ARRIVED IN FONDURAS, AND ITHIN THE NEXT SEIVERAL
* DAYS, IF THE RESUPPLY R¥FORT GOES SMOOTHLY, AN ADDITIONAL
3969 FON TROOPS COULD GO EBACs INTO NICARAGUA. BECAUSX.
0F LOGISTICS PROBLEMS, WX EXPECT SOME 209v FDN TAOOPS
WILL HAVE TO KEMAIN IN THE LAS VEGAS ARFA INDEFINITELY,
THE TROOPS PRESENTLY IN THE 'LAS VEGAS AREA HAVEI DISPERSFD
AS A PRECAUTION.

6. IN TEE SEORT TERM, THE FDN WILL ATTEMPT TO DESTROY
OR DISAXLE THE BM—21S, BUT THEY PROBABLY DO NOT AT THE
MOMENT HAVE TEE SUPPORT WEAPONS (RPG-7S) TO SUCCESSFULLY
ATTACK SANDINISTA ARTILLERY POSITION. IN THE LONGER
TERM, TSE SANDINISTA MOVEMENT BRINGS INTO QUESTION THZ
VIABILITY OF LAS VEGAS AS A LOCATION FOR A FORWARD
BASE. NEGROPONTE ' .
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