4
T
- ."_‘
£
;W
&
4 .-
? é-.
a Pk
E"‘! s

o R
T cav,
.
S

B i - Co - . R 1
TE FrEE R L et A T R L e WA Sed i B e D g e T e, TS ) >rgal s b o L L N
b AL BB g ot e i . : v ¥ ot pi o adlt = L e B Gk e i e i : Pt cnt v il T -
. +
. - A . o , . e o b - 5 ot e, . o . et T | re e ; R . e . .
B . ; L i, o L ; £ ‘ . Lo L R S e e e
“+ e bl WS\ i X R SR ; S AN Mo, N
B ot N R Lo b G R 2 Atin N TR T s bt t T s . 8
E . B ) T iy ¥ fd YT iy ek RO wnr p - iy To . L
N b t o 8 14 i A a1 LH L FA P * LA Tl gt e S GRS A NE M S RS AT - . ¥y e ST T

-

- e e e
UNITED STATES cog*r,i(:\'MENT \J o Felt
Mr. Baker
Wr. Callahan
Memorandum T
. A . Gobhardt
MR, GuBHARDT A2C RN patE.  2-21-T3 e Mesbal)

/ Mr. Miller, ES. ___
. W, Purvia
. W. M. FELT {//QM/ - it

Tele. Roowm

My. Kinley

p .7 y { ,';/(.’../
WATERGATE W VAR A . Armons

Mr. Bowers
e /7

Mr. Horington ____

yu Y A ) . Ms. Herwig
%On page 1 of the hingtorr Post today is an article M. Mintz
by B

oodward and Cap}, rnstein captioned, "Hunt Linked to Mrs. Neenao

Dita Beard Challenge. " ~(Copy attached. )

As you know, Woodward and Bernstein have written numerous
articles about Watergate. While their stories have contained much fiction
and half truths, they have frequently set forth information which they attribute
to Federal investigators, Department of Justice sources, and FBI sources.
We know that they were playing games with the case agent in the Washington
Field Office trying to trickhim into giving them bits of information. On

to sources either in the FBI or in the Deeartment of Justice.

.

balance and despite the fiction, there is no question but that they have access U‘

e

The article in the -Pﬁ, 271273, relates to the ITT memorandum
allegedly written by Di rd. In the article, Woodward and Bernstein refer
to "sources close to the ' Watergate investigation, " "Federal investigators, "
and "Federal sources. ' They also attribute much of the information to
"Republican sources, " The article also contains references to undisclosed
sources and purports to quote from a sworn deposition taken in a civil suit
filed by the Democratic Party in this case,

The Acting Director has instructed that you immediately institute
an analysis of this article to determine those portions which could have come
from FBI sources and in such instances to set forth the persons having access

to that particular bit of information. L
< You should specifically cover the following quotations from the
article:

G
ey, 274077 - 1935
(1) "Sources close to the Watergate investigation said that Colson's
testimony was given in a secret deposition to Federal investigators during the

Watergate probe last year. " This testimony allegedly relates {0 hig jpstruction

to E. Howard Hunt, Jr., to proceed to Denver, Colorado, to interview ITT
lobbyist Dita Beard. @j’«“ /ﬁ’ ¢ MAR 8 1973 o
r

Yore 2 J— '
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(2) "The Federal investi@ﬁWsom the purpose
of the interview." Allegedly, according to Republichn sourzés, the purpose
of the interview was to discredit the controversial memorandum attributed
to Mrs. Beard.

Points #1 and #2 may very likely relate to depositions taken in
connection with the sivil suit to which the FBI has not had access.

(3) '"Republican sources said that Hunt wore an inexpensive
wig during the interview with Mrs. Beard early in the week of March 19th. "
The article goes on to point out that a similar wig was found in one of the
rooms rented by the Watergate conspirators. I we had any information
concerning the Hunt-Beard interview during the week of March 19th, full
information should be set forth. Also, particulars as to what we knew about
the wig found at the Watergate hotel.

(4) On page A-21, column 1, the article goes on to describe
events in the ITT controversy as obtained "from Federal and Republican
sources.'" We should check information available in the files to determine
what portions of this story, if any, were known to the Bureau.

(5) The article goes on to point out that Robert F. Bennett,
present President of the firm where Hunt was employed, told Hunt that the
results of the INTERTEL findings should be passed on to Colson. I do not
recall that there is any such information in our files.

(6) The article concludes with a quotation from a sworn deposition
taken from Colson in the civil suit filed by the Democratic Party in connection
with the Watergate break-in.

Expedite.
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I lunt Lmked to

By Bob Woodward
and Carl Bernstein
Wash.ngton Port Sta!f Writers

Charles W. Colson, special
counsel to President Nixon,
sent Watergate bugging figure'
E. Howard Hunt Jr. to Denver

last March to interview inter-

national Telephone and Tele-
graph Corp.
Beard, according to Colson's!
own sworn testimony.

Sources close 1o the Water-’

gate investigation said that:
Colson's testimony was given'
in a secret deposition to fed.:

reral investigators during the
‘Waiergate probe last year,

. Al the time of the Denver
tirip, Hunt was working as a

lobbyist Dita;

——

was to obtain information to!
chaiienge or discredit a con-'
troversial memo attributed to;
| Mrs Beard tnat alleged that
"there was a direct connection,
beiween the settlement of an-
titrust cases by the Justice'
Depariment and ITT's offer to
help bring the 1972 GOP con-‘[
vention to San Diego.

Colson, who is out of the!
couniry on White House busi-;
ness, could not be reached for,

.comment yesterday, and the

White House had no immedi-

ale response.
Hunt traveled to Denver un-
der the assumed name of Ed-

ward Hamilton. an alias he!
used during the WaLergateﬂ
conspiracy, the federal sources'

‘White House consultant. a po- said.

sition for which he had been
hired on Colson’s recommenda-
'tion. Colson. In other sworn

public testimony relating to

the Walergaie incident, has

said that Huni was not work-’

ing for him-as Jate as March,

Republican sources said lhat,
Hunt were an mexpensive wig:
during the interview with Mrs.
Beard early in the week of
March 18, A similar wig of
dark brown or reddish color

~was found in one of the two

1972, when the visit to Mrs. rooms rented by the Water. ;

Beard occurred. " gate ”

The federal

consprators &t ¢he

investigators Waergate Holel before the

did not ask Colson the pur- June 17 break-in. 1

pose of the interview. Other
Republican sources said that it

L

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

In a telephone interview yes- -

See WATERGATE, A2}, Coi. 1!
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WATERGATE, From Al

terday, Robert D. Beard, 24, the

son of Mrs. Beard, said that a
“mysterious” man wearing a
cheap wig and make-up visited
his mother last March to dis-
cuss the ITT controversy. At the'
time Mrs. Beard was at the’
Recky Mountain Osteopsthic
Hospital in Denver being treat-)
ed for a heart ailment.

“From piciures I've seen, the
visitor could have been Howard
Hun!{” Beard said. "But [
couldn’t tell. The man refused
to identify himself. He seemed
to have inside information about
what would happen next ...
but it was of relatively little
vaiue to us.” '

Beard described the visitor as
“very eerie, he did have & red
wig on cockeyed like he put
it on in & dark car. I ceuldnt

have identified my brother if he!,

was dressed like that™

A twoweek investigation
by The Washington Post:
shows that Hunt's trip was|
part of an effort by Colson to,;
discredit the Dita Beardj:
memo. The work by Hunt and |
Colson led at least in part to
Mrs. Beard's statement issued:
Mareh 17, charging that the
memo was a “forgery” and “a
hoax.”

That statement, [ssued si-
multaneously by David W.
Fleming, Mrs. Beard's lawyer, |
and Senate Republican Leader
Hugh Scott of Pennsylvania,{
came as a total surprise since
it was the first time in a three-
weck-old controversy that
Mrs. Beard’s authorship of the|.
memo had been directly de-
nied. ‘

L R e T L e e R

1 Colson Tied to Bld
To Sce Mrs. Beard

The alleged memo was re.
ported by syndicated colum-
nist Jack Anderson more than
two weeks before the denial.
It linked the antitrust settie-
ment to ITT's offer of a $400,-
000 “guarantee” to help sup-
port last year's Republican Na-
tional Convention.

From federal and Republi-
can sources, the following se
quence of events has been
pieced together: o

As the ITT controversy blos-
somed in March, 1872, the
Washington office of ITT
hired Intertel, a private inves.
tigations firm, to check into
Mrs. Beard’s background and-
the authenticlty of the contro-
versial memo.

Interte]l, working with only
a copy of the memo, was able
to establish that it was proba-
bly prepared on a typewriter
in Mrs. Beard's office, but that
it would be difficult, if not im-.
possible.to conclusively estab-
lish whether it was genuine or
a forgery, .

Bernard Goodrich, a spokes- |,
man for the ITT office, ac-
knowledged last week that.the
Intertel investigation was in-
conclusive. *At no time did
they give us a Teport to show
it was forgery,” Goodrich said.,

Intertel, regarded one of the
best private investigative
firms, also does work for bil
lionaire Howard Hughes and
corporations in his financial
empire.

The Hughes interests are
represented in Washington by
Robert R. Mullen & Co., a
public relations firm where
Hunt was employed as a
writer. Robert F. Bennett,
president of the Mullen ‘firm,
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the Hughes empire that Inter-
tel was probing the Dita
Beard memo.

According to one account,
Bennett was told that Intertel
had determined the memo was
a forgery and that somehow
word should be passed to the
White House.

By another account, Bennett

e

was told that Intertel's find-
[ings were inconclusive, mean-
_ing that the way was clear for
someone to come forward and
label the memo a forgery, :
In any case, Bennett then
told Hunt that the nature of
the Intertel findings, whatever
they were, should be passed to
Colson. .
During this
'While' House was growing in-
creasingly concerned about

.the impact of the ITT allega-|.

tions, and had launched & ma-
jor effort to discredit colum-
nist Jack Anderson and the
memo.

At this point, Colson or-
dered Hunt to Denver to inter-
view Mrs. Beard. “Colson
didn't want anything to back-
fire, one Republican source
said.

Meanwhile, Bennett was act-
ing as a go-between between
Colson and Fleming,
Beard’s attorney, (o arrange
for the release of Mre. Beard's
March 17 statement calling
the memo a “forgery.”

Colson wanted {o avoid any
direct contact between - the
White House and Mrs. Beard
or her representative as the

" controversy became more po-

litically sensitive. One Repub-
lican source said_that it was
Colson who got Sen. Scott to
read Mrs. Beard's statement
:on the Senate flooor.

‘learned from his contacts in

period, the|’

Dita}..

- e g mr——_——

t Fleming said in several re-
cent telephone interviews that
.Colson and Hunt were not in.
volved In fissuing the state-
He did, however, ae-
knowledge that he talked with
matter,
Bennett said Jast week that he

ment,
Bennett  about  the

would have no commen on
the subject.

Mrs. Beard's March 17 state-

sment 8aid: “1 did not prepare
Ht (the memo) and couid not
‘have.” Without glving a rea-
lson for her assertion, Mrs,
| Beard continued: “I have done
nothing to be ‘ashamed of and
my family and I— and in a
grealer sense the whole Amer-
ican government—are the vie
tims of a cruel fraud.”
Columnist Anderson testified
before the Senate Judiclary
‘Committee that Mrs. Beard

cconfirmed the authenticlty of]

*the memo line-by-line with

“his associate, Britt Hume, dur-

r‘11115; a Feb. 24 Imerview lt her
ome.

In another sworn deposition
taken In-a civil sult filed by
the Democratic Party {n con-
nection with the Watergate
case, Colson said under oath
that Hunt worked for him
only for a few weeks in the
summer of 1971.

“Well, inilially when he
came to the White House staff
he was reporting to me. That
lasted only for a few weeks,™
Colson said. Following those
{ow weeks, Colson said in that
deposition, Hunt was “at that
point not under my supervi-
sion” and worked elsewhere in
the White House.
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