LERAIN I 63 V) ~
CONFIDENTIAL:

TO PRIORITY F C O TELNQ 385 OF 17 OCTOBER, AND 7O MODUK {Di2 -
RF 1 TQ KUUAUMPUR, WASHINGTCHN, SINGAPORE AND CANRERRA,

YOUR TELND 245 .7 NOT TG ALL )y PORTUGUESE TIMOR

1, AUSTRALTAN EMBAGSY TELL US THAT OVER THE PASY FEW DAYS
FURTHER MILITARY REINFCRCEMENTS HAVE EEEN SENT TO INDONES|AN
TiIMOR, THESE INCLUDE A POLICE MOBILE BATTALION, POLICE
COMMANDC URITS, TWO BATTERIES COF FIELD ARTILLERY AND, POSSIELY,
MORE MARINES fKKG). BUT THEY ASSESS THIS BUILD-UP AS BEING
STILL IN THE CONTEXT CF A STEPPED-UP CLANDESTINE OPERAT!ON,

P OWHICH ITKDONESTAN PARTICIPATION CONTINUES TC BE LIMITED AND
DENTAELE, UHLO?F‘PNfD NEWS REPORTS ARE APPEARING QUOTING
FRETILIN SOURCES TO THE EFFECT THAT BALIBC AND MALITANA HAVE
BEEN CAPTURED BY ANTI~FPRETILIN FORCES INCLUDING INDOMESIAN
TRCOPS FRCM OVER THE BORDER, JAKARTA RADIC CONTINUES TC TALK
ONLY ABOUT ANTI-FRETILEN FORCES: AND THERE HAS BEEN NO BRUILD-UP

IN PROPAGANDA MERE OVER THE PAST FEW DAYS,
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2 MAJOR GENERAL ALE MURTOPO, BAKIN DEPUTY AND MAJOR GENERAL
BENNY MOERDANT, HANKAM INTELLIGENCE HEAD, WHC HAVE BEEN IN CHARGE

OF THE CLANDESTINE OFERATION, ARE OUT OF THE COUNTRY AT THE

© MOMEMT ON SEPARATE VISITS TO THE UNITED STATES. IT WoULD.

BE SURPRISING {F ANYTHING SIGNIFICANT WERE TO HAFPEN IN THEIR
ABSENCE,
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3. I INCLINE TO THE VIEW THAT THE iNDONESIANS ARE IN FACT
INCREASING THE|R CLANDESTINE SUFIIRT OF THE ANTI=FETILIN ELEMENTS
BUT THAT THE PRESIDENT 'S STILL AGAINST OVERT INTERVENTION, |
THE PRESSURE ON HIM TO ACT MUST BE GRCWING AS THE RAINY SEASON
APPROACHES AND THE DIFFICULTIES MOUNT OF COPING WiITH SUPPLIES

AND REFUGEES, WE HAVE HEARD TCC THAT CONTINUED INACTION IS

ADVERSELLY AFFECTING THE MORALE OF INDONESIAN TROOPS IK
ADVANCED POSITIONS,
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