COMMENTARY

Russert failed
to heed his
“own advice

By MARK SOMMER

News Arex Editor

Before the start of last week's nationalty tele-
vised Senatz debare in Buffalo, moderator Time

Russsert kectured 1be audicnce at WNED-TV studio
on the necd to act respectfully toward the two cane

didates.

1’3 100 bad he
couldn™ follow his owm
advice.

Not long into the de-
bate, e t the
Press™ hast and South
Buffalo native kevehed
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Russert: We did fine

Continued from Page D}

Russert's ' questions stood
in s!ark wntmt lc the 11uul|ons
The News'
wﬂer Robert M and

GRZ-TV anchorman Scott Ley-
in. Their questions conemed isues
pecple in Western New anl: are
concermed about, such a1 ibe up-

, education and at-
care.

state eoo

Russert’'s performance was a dis-
mdtgymalni'ﬂ a joumnalist pro-
Content magazine

to be the nation's mort influcntial
walk show host. But it certainly

.| wamn't ‘out of character.

‘i . In a black
mnat T metwork news program-
mmg. Russert’s show was the first

1o heap respectability upan notari-
ous Internet smut slcuth Matt

Drudge by having him on as a
guest.

Ecfore ihe debatc, Russert tojd
the shudia cidience that

need to be balanced 2 fve.
There wes some irony to his words

Ru.mm ﬂm vumul the smdlo
audience beforeliand that Buffalo
needed to behave appmpmtnly
once the debate got wnder way, s
thae we would comde across as 2 city

1o be proud of,

He shouldn™t have been worrivd
about us. We did fine. Native son
Ramzart, on the other handd, cmbar-

‘rassed himself and his profossion.




