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ASIIINGTON

DID THE ADMINISTRATION MANIPULATE INTELLIGENCE ABOUT SADDAM HUSSEINS WEAPONS PROGRAMS TO

JUSTIFY AN INVASION OFIRAQ

BASED ON MY EXPERIENCE WITH THE ADMINISTRATION IN THE MONTHS LEADING UP TO THE WAR HAVE LITTLE

CHOICE BUT TO CONCLUDE THAT SOME OF THE INTELLIGENCE RELATED TO IRAQS NUCLEAR WEAPONS PROGRAMWAS

TWISTED TO EXAGGERATE THE FRAQI THREAT

FOR 23 YEARS FROM 1976 TO 1998 WAS CAREER FOREIGN SERVICE OFFICER AND AMBASSADOR IN 1990 AS

CHARG6 INBAGHDADI WAS THE LAST AMERICAN DIPLOMAT TO MEET WITH SADDAM HUSSEIN WAS

ALSO FORCEFUL ADVOCATE FOR HIS REMOVAL FROM KUWAIT AFTER IRAQ WASPRESIDENT GEORGE BUSHS

AMBASSADORTO GABON AND TOM6 AND PNFNCIPE UNDER PRESIDENT BILL CLINTON HELPED DIRECT AFRICA

POLICY FORTHE NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL

IT WAS MY EXPERIENCE IN AFRICA THAT LED ME TO PLAY SMALL ROLE IN THE EFFORT TO VERIFY INFORMATION ABOUT

AFRICAS SUSPECTED LINK TO IRAQS NONCONVENTIONAL WEAPONSPROGRAMS THOSE NEWS STORIES ABOUT THAT

UNNAMED FORMER ENVOY WHOWENT TO NIGER THATS ME

IN FEBRUARY 20021 WAS INFORMED BY OFFICIALS AT THE CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY THAT VICE PRESIDENT

DICK CHENEYS OFFICE HAD QUESTIONS ABOUT PARTICULAR INTELLIGENCE REPORT WHILE NEVER SAW THE REPORT

WAS TOLD THAT IT REFERRED TO MEMORANDUMOF AGREEMENT THAT DOCUMENTEDTHE SALE OFURANIUM

YELLOWCAKE FORM OF LIGHTLY PROCESSED ORE BY NIGER TO IRAQ IN THE LATE 1990S THE AGENCY
OFFICIALS ASKED IF WOULD TRAVEL TO NIGER TO CHECK OUT THE STORY SO THEY COULD PROVIDE RESPONSE TO THE

VICE PRESIDENT OFFICE

AFTER CONSULTING WITH THE STATE DEPARTMENTS AFRICAN AFFAIRS BUREAU AND THROUGH IT WITH BARBRO

OWENSKIRKPATRICK THE UNITED STATES AMBASSADOR TO NIGER AGREED TO MAKE THE TRIP THE MISSION

UNDERTOOK WAS DISCREET BUT BY NOMEANS SECRET WHILE THE CIA PAID MY EXPENSES MY TIME WAS

OFFERED PRO BONO MADE IT ABUNDANTLY CLEAR TO EVERYONE MET THAT WAS ACTING ON BEHALF OF THE UNITED

STATES GOVERNMENT

IN LATE FEBRUARY 2002 ARRIVED IN NIGERS CAPITAL NIAMEY WHERE HAD BEEN DIPLOMAT IN THE MID70S
AND VISITED AS NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL OFFICIAL IN THE LATE 90S THE CITY WAS MUCH AS REMEMBERED

IT SEASONAL WINDS HAD CLOGGED THE AIR WITH DUST AND SAND THROUGH THE HAZE COULD SEE CAMEL CARAVANS

CROSSING THE NIGER RIVER OVER THE JOHN KENNEDY BRIDGE THE SETTING SUN BEHIND THEM MOST PEOPLE

HAD WRAPPED SCARVES AROUND THEIR FACES TO PROTECT AGAINST THE GRIT LEAVING ONLY THEIR EYES VISIBLE

THE NEXT MORNING MET WITH AMBASSADOR OWENSKIRKPATRICK AT THE EMBASSY FOR REASONS THAT ARE
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UNDERSTANDABLE THE EMBASSY STAFF HAS ALWAYS KEPT CLOSE EYE ON NIGERS URANIUM BUSINESS WAS NOT

SURPRISED THEN WHEN THE AMBASSADOR TOLD ME THAT SHE KNEW ABOUT THE ALLEGATIONS OF SALES TO

IRAQ AND THAT SHE FELT SHE HAD ALREADY DEBUNKED THEM IN HER REPORTS TO WASHIN NEVERTHELESS SHE

AND AGREED THAT MYTIME WOULD BE BEST SPENT INTERVIEWING PEOPLE WHOHAD BEEN IN GOVERNMENT WHEN

THE DEAL SUPPOSEDLY TOOK PLACE WHICH WAS BEFORE HER ARRIVAL

SPENT THE NEXT EIGHT DAYS DRINKING SWEET MINT TEA AND MEETING WITH DOZENS OF PEOPLE CURRENT

GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS FOMIER GOVERNMENTOFFICIALS PEOPLE ASSOCIATED WITH THE COUNTRYS URANIUM

BUSINESS IT DID NOT TAKE LONG TO CONCLUDE THAT IT WAS HIGHLY DOUBTFUL THAT ANY SUCH TRANSACTION HAD EVER

TAKEN PL
GIVEN THE STRUCTURE OF THE CONSORTIURNS THAT OPERATED THE MINES IT WOULD BE EXCEEDINGLY DIFFICULT FOR

NIGER TO TRANSFER URANIUM TO IRAQ NIGERS URANIUM BUSINESS CONSISTS OF TWO MINES SOMAIR AND

CONTINAK WHICH ARE RUN BY FRENCH SPANISH JAPANESE GERMAN AND NIGERIAN INTERESTS IF THE

GOVERNMENT WANTED TO REMOVE URANIUM FROM MINE IT WOULD HAVE TO NOTIF THE CONSORTIUM WHICH IN

TURN IS STRICTLY MONITORED BY THE INTERNATIONAL ATOMIC ENERGY AGENCY MOREOVER BECAUSE THE TWOMINES

ARE CLOSELY REGULATED QUASIGOVERNMENTAL ENTITIES SELLING URANIUM WOULD REQUIRE THE APPROVAL OFTHE

MINISTER OF MINES THE PRIME MINISTER AND PROBABLY THE PRESIDENT IN SHORT THERES SIMPLY TOO MUCH
OVERSIGHT OVER TOO SMALL AN INDUSTRY FOR SALE TO HAVE TRANSPIRED

AS FOR THE ACTUAL MEMORANDUM NEVER SAW IT BUT NEWS ACCOUNTS HAVE POINTED OUT THAT THE DOCUMENTS

HAD GLARING ERRORS THEY WERESIGNED FOR EXAMPLE BY OFFICIALS WHOWERENO LONGER IN GOVERNMENT

AND WEREPROBABLY FORGED AND THEN THERES THE FACT THAT NIGER FORMALLY DENIED THE CHARGES

BEFORE LEFT NIGER BRIEFED THE AMBASSADOR ON MY FINDINGS WHICH WERE CONSISTENT WITH HER OWN ALSO

SHARED MY CONCLUSIONS WITH MEMBERS OFHER STAFF IN EARLY MARCH ARRIVED IN WASHINGTON AND

PROMPTLY PROVIIIED DETAILED BRIEFING TO THE CIA LATER SHARED MY CONCLUSIONS WITH THE STATE

DEPARTMENT AFRICAN AFFAIRS BUREAU THERE WAS NOTHING SECRET OR EARTHSHATTERING IN MY REPORT JUST AS

THERE WAS NOTHING SECRET ABOUT MY TRIP

THOUGH DID NOT FILE WRITTEN REPORT THERE SHOULD BE AT LEAST FOUR DOCUMENTS IN UNITED STATES

GOVERNMENTARCHIVES CONFIRMING MY MISSION THE DOCUMENTSSHOULD INCLUDE THE AMBASSADORS REPORT OF

MY DEBRIEFING IN NIANTEY SEPARATE REPORT WRITTEN BY THE EMBASSY STAFF CIA REPORT SUMMING UP

MYTRIP AND SPECIFIC ANSWERFROM THE AGENCY TO THE OFFICE OF THE VICE PRESIDENT THIS MAY HAVE BEEN

DELIVERED ORALLY WHILE HAVE NOT SEEN ANY OF THESE REPORTS HAVE SPENT ENOUGH TIME IN GOVERNMENT TO

KNOWTHAT THIS IS STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURE

THOUGHT THE NIGER MATTER WAS SETTLED AND WENT BACK TO MY LIFE DID TAKE PART IN THE IRAQ DEBATE

ARGUING THAT STRICT CONTAINMENT REGIME BACKED BY THE THREAT OF FORCE WAS PREFERABLE TO AN INVASION IN

SEPTEMBER 2002 HOWEVER NIGER REEMERGED THE BRITISH GOVERNMENTPUBLISHED WHITE PAPER

ASSERTING THAT SADDAM HUSSEIN AND HIS UNCONVENTIONAL ARMS POSED AN IMMEDIATE DANGER AS EVIDENCE

THE REPORT CITED IRAQS ATTEMPTS TO PURCHASE URANIUM FROM AN AFRICAN COUNTRY

THEN IN JANUARY PRESIDENT BUSH CITING THE BRITISH DOSSIER REPEATED THE CHARGES ABOUT IRAQI EFFORTS TO

BUY URANIUM FROM AFRICA

THE NEXT DAY REMINDED FRIEND AT THE STATE DEPARTMENT OFMY TRIP AND SUGGESTED THAT IF THE PRESIDENT

HAD BEEN REFERRING TO NIGER THEN HIS CONCLUSION WAS NOT BORNE OUT BY THE FACTS AS UNDERSTOOD THEM HE
REPLIED THAT PERHAPS THE PRESIDENT WAS SPEAKING ABOUT ONE OFTHE OTHER THREE AFRICAN COUNTRIES THAT

PRODUCE URANIUM ABON SOUTH AFRICA OR NAMIBIA AT THE TIME ACCEPTED THE EXPLANATION DIDNT

KNOWTHAT IN DECEMBER MONTH BEFORE THE PRESIDENTS ADDRESS THE STATE DEPARTMENT HAD PUBLISHED
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FACT SHEET THAT MENTIONED THE NIGER CASE

THOSE ARE THE FACTS SURROUNDING MY EFFORTS THE VICE PRESIDENTS OFFICE ASKED SERIOUS QUESTION WA
ASKED TO HELP FORMULATE THE ANSWER DID SO AND HAVE EVERY CONFIDENCE THAT THE ANSWER PROVIDED

WAS CIRCULATED TO THE APPROPRIATE OFFICIALS WITHIN OUT GOVERNMENT

THE QUESTION NOWIS HOWTHAT ANSWER WAS OR WAS NOT USED BY OUR POLITICAL LEADERSHIP IF MY INFORMATION

WAS DEEMED INACCURATE UNDERSTAND THOUGH WOULD BE VERY INTERESTED TO KNOWWHY IF HOWEVER THE

INFORMATION WAS IGNORED BECAUSE IT DID NOT FIT CERTAIN PRECONCEPTIONS ABOUT IRAQ THEN LEGITIMATE

ARGUMENT CAN BE MADE THAT WEWENT TO WAR UNDER FALSE PRETENSES ITS WORTH REMEMBERING THAT IN HIS

MARCH MEET THE PRESS APPEARANCE MR CHENEY SAID THAT SADDARN HUSSEIN WAS ONCE AGAIN TO

PRODUCE NUCLEAR WEAPONS AT MINIMUM CONGRESS WHICH AUTHORIZED THE USE OF MILITARY FORCE AT THE

PRESIDENTS BEHEST SHOULD WANT TO KNOW IF THE ASSERTIONS ABOUT IRAQ WERE WARRANTED

WAS CONVINCED BEFORE THE WARTHAT THE THREAT OF WEAPONSOF MASS DESTRUCTION IN THE HANDS OF SADDAM

HUSSEIN REQUIRED VIGOROUS AND SUSTAINED INTERNATIONAL RESPONSE TO DISARM HIM IRAQ POSSESSED AND HAD

USED CHEMICAL WEAPONS IT HAD AN ACTIVE BIOLOGICAL WEAPONSPROGRAMAND QUITE POSSIBLY NUCLEAR

RESEARCH PROGRAM ALL OF WHICH WERE IN VIOLATION OF UNITED NATIONS RESOLUTIONS HAVING ENCOUNTERED

MR HUSSEIN AND HIS THUGS IN THE MNUPTO THE PERSIAN GULF WAR OF 1991 WAS ONLY TOO AWARE OF THE

DANGERS HE POSED

BUT WERE THESE DANGERS THE SARHE ONES THE ADMINISTRATION TOLD US ABOUT WEHAVE TO FIND OUT ANTENCAS

FOREIGN POLICY DEPENDS ON THE SANCTITY OF ITS INFORMATION FOR THIS REASON QUESTIONING THE SELECTIVE USE

OF INTELLIGENCE TO JUSTIF THE WAR IN IRAQ IS NEITHER IDLE SNIPING NOR REVISIONIST HISTORY AS MR BUSH HAS

SUGGESTED THE ACT OF WARIS THE LAST OPTION OF DEMOCRACY TAKEN WHENTHERE IS GRAVE THREAT TO OUR

NATIONAL SECURITY MORE THAN 200 AMERICAN SOLDIERS HAVE LOST THEIR LIVES IN IRAQ ALREADY WE HAVE DUTY

TO ENSURE THAT THEIR SACRIFICE CAINE FOR THE RIGHT REASONS

JOSEPH WILSON 4TH UNITED STATES AMBASSADOR TO GABON FROM 1992 TO 1995 IS AN INTERNATIONAL

BUSINESS CONSULTANT
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