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¥. MOUNTING PRESSURE ACAINST THE SHAH

From the very beginning 1t had been recognized that
the Shah must be forced to play a specific role, however
reluctant he might prove to be. Therefors, the plan pre-
sented a series of measures designod te rid hilm once and
for all of his pathologpical fear of the "hidden hand" of
thé British, and to assure him that the United States and
the United Kingdom would firmly support bhim and had both
resolved that Mossadeq must po. The measures were aleo
intended to produce such pressure on the Shah that it would
be easler for him to sign the papers required of him than
it would be to refuse,

On 23 June the timetable covering all the envoye to
be sent to the Shah was drawn up at Headguarters, In
executlon all these steps went off as planned.

The 1initial task was to brlef Princess Ashraf, who was
thought to be in Paris at that time. It was planned to
approach her about 10 July in Parls and have her back in
Tehran to see the Shah about 20 July. Asadollah Rashidian,
still in Geneva, was to call upon her first and pruparﬁ her
for the joint visit of Darbyshire for SIS and Meade for CIA.
(815 had assured Headquarters that this call could he mad;

in Paris at any time.) Meade arrived Lln London by air on
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10 July and went at once to Paris with Darbyshire. Then
an unanticipated delay occurred. Princess Ashraf was not
in Paris, and it was not until the 1l5th that she was lo-
eated on the Riviera and visited by Asadollah Rashidian.
He reported that she had shown no enthusiasm at all with
regard to her proposed rcle. However, the next day the
“officlal" representatives had two meetings with her and
she agreed to do everything that was asked of her. She
did say that her arrival would arcuse a gtrong reaection
from the pro-Mossadeg press and hoped that we would be
able to put out effective counterblasts. Meade reported
in London to Roosevelt and Leavitt. He then returned to
Parls and stayed close to Ashraf until her departure for
Iran.”

Ashraf reached Tehran as a passenger on a commercial
flight on 25 July. As expected, her unautherlized return
did create a real storm. MNelther the Shah, himself, nor
the goverument of Mossadeq had been asked to pernlt her to
return. Both were furlous. The Shah refused to see her

but did accept a letter passed on through the medium of

-** head of the Shah's household, whe was

*

Meade's character study of Ashraf is in the TPAJAX file,

**s1s agent within the palace.
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loyal and devoted in an effective way throughout thig
period. This letter contalned news that US General
Schwarzkopf was coming to see the Shah on a2n errand simi-
lar to that of Ashraf, herself. The Shah welcomed this
news and recelved his sister on the evenlng of 29 July.

The session openad Stormlly but ended on a note of recon-
cillation. On the next day she took a plane back to
Europe. This was as had been planned, but it came as a
rellef to know that she was out of the country in view of
the pro-Mossadeq press reaction.

The socond emlssary arrived on the scene in the per-
son of Asadollah Rashidian, the prinecipal SIS agent, Accord-
ing te the plan, Asadollah Rashldian's initlal task with
the Shah was te convinee the ruler that Rashidian was the
officlal spokesman of the UK Government. The advance plan,
that of having the Shah select a key phrase which would
then be broadcast on the British Broadeasting Company (BBC)
Perslan language program on certain dates, was followed.

In Londen the necessary arrangements had been made by
Darbyshire to send the phrase ever the BBC. 0n 30 Julf-
and again on the 3lst the Shah saw Asadollah Rashidian.

He had heard the breadeast, but he requested time to assess
the situation. Asadollah was, however, able to prepare the

Shah for the vislt of the Amerieap enlis=sary, General
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Schwarzkopf, and to stress the polnt that this emlssary
would repeat the message and, hence, glve an additlional
guarantee of the close collaboration between the United
Kingdom and the United States in this undertaking.

Schwarzkopf had baen chosen by the drafters of the
operational plan because of the fact that he had enjoyed
the friendship and respect of the Shah 1o the perlcocd from
1942 until 1948 when he headed the US Military Misslon to
the Iranian Gendarmerle. Approached on 26 June 1953 by
John Waller, Chief, NEA/4, brlefed at Headquarters on
19 July, Schwarzkopf took to his mission with relish. He
sald that he had a reputation with the Shah for telllng
him unpleasant truths that others withheld from him, and
he stated that he wae sure he could get the required coop-
eration from the Shah. Schwarzkopf was glven a cover mis-
sion consisting of & short tour to Lebanon, Pakistan, and
Egypt so that his visit to Tehran would appear as a brief
stop en route to a principal destination. Schwarzkopf left
by air for Belrut on 21 July.

Schwarzkopf's mission was to obtain from the Shah the
three papers which are deseribed more fully in the opera-
tional plan. They were: (1) a firman oamlng Zahedl as
Chief of Staff, (2} a letter indicating his faith in

Zahedi which the latter could employ to recruilt army
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officers for the plan in the name of tha Shah, and

{3) a firman calling on all ranks of the army to support
hig legal Chief of Staff. It was felt that it would be
easier to get the Shah to sign such statements than to
issue a firman dismissing Mossadeq. It was alss bolieved
that the action of replacing Mossadeyg would be initiated
through the HMajlis.

Certain events of 21 July at Tehran both shocked and
aroused from their attitude of complacency the more con-
servative elements which had firmly supported Mossadeq.
Demonstrations marked the annlversary of riloting against
the government of Qavem and of effortc made at that time,
two years earller, to settle the oll issue. However, 1t
was obvious to all that the number of Tudeh participants
far cutnumbered those assembled by the National Front, and
it was this fact more than anything else which alerted the
thinking public to the strength acquired by the Tudeh under
the Mossadeq government. At this time station personnel

were actlve on several fronts. The propaganda campalgn

against Mossadeq was now galning momentum.
owner of

granted a personal loan of some 345,000 on signed notes
in the bellef that this would make his organ amenable to

our purposes. Headquarters-prapared propapanda material
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was turned over by the statlon to Asadellah Rashidlan,

and by the end of the month an entirely separate and

speclally planned campalgn in favor of the Shah as opposed

to Mosgadeq was under way in Azerbaljan. The parallel and

alternative plan of keeping in close touch with the -

-cumbinatian for the purposes of diverting their
attention from TPAJAX and of discovering the plans and

strength of this group remained in effect. Talks with
the-c:-nt:l.nuad. At one polnt the statlon suggested
sending one of the brothers te this country, and Headquarters
made an lmmedliate lnvestigation of the mechanics required
for making such a trip. The SIS was informed of these
taiks, and they sugpested that their facilitles might be
used to stir up tribal revolts in the homeland of the
]

The station was now in direct contact with Zahedi,
who had left his sanctuary in the Majlis on 21 July.
After several meetlngs Station Chief Eﬂir;; and Station
Chief Designate Goodwin reparted that Zahedi appearead
lacking in drive, energy, and concrete plang. They con-
cluded that he must be clogsely gﬁiﬂed and that the neces-
sary plans must be made for him.

By 26 July a number of key individuals bad moved into

position: Roosevelt and Schwarzkopf were at Tehran,
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Leavitt had been at Nicosim for several days, and
Ambassador Henderson had come to rest at Salzburg, where
he was to remain, anxious but cooperative, for the next
two weeks., At Nicosia, Leavitt did a most capable job of
reassuring SIS officlials who frequently felt that they
were not recelving enough current information. Concomi-
tantly, these SIS officials passed on valuable suggestions
coming from Lendon, such as detailed plang for putting the
central telephone exchange out of operation.

With Roosevelt's arrival in Tehran the situation was
restudied, As a part of the war of nerves agalnst Mossadaq,
it was considered advisable to cut down closs contacts he-
tween high-ranking US cfficials and officlals of Mossadeq's
goveroment. Technical Ceooperation in Iran (TCI) Director
William E. Warne was regquested to reduce hig normal govern-
ment contacts, and General Frank McClure, Chief of the U5
Military Mission in Iran, was requested to appear less
friendly with those general officers who were firmly support-
ing Hossadeq, At this stage it was decided to alter the
nature and number of documents which would have to be signed
by the Shah. Thege documents would be limited to one firman
naming Zahedl as Chief of Staff and one letter denouncing
the government-staged referendum on the gquestion of the

dissolution of the Majlis as an i1llegal proceeding. As
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the month of July ended, staticn personnel in charge of
the propaganda campalgn reported on the effective apnti-
Mossadeq activity of the formerly pro-Hossadeq politicians,
very affective use had been made of the 28 July statement
by Secretary of State I:hu.llleaus:“r (made at CIA's suggestlon).
A request was made that US papers roflect the Iraniap
prass campalgn against Mossadeg and that inspired articles
be placed in the US press.

On 1 August, two days after Princess Ashraf had left
Iran and the Shah had heard the BBC nessage designed to
convince him that Asadollah Rashidian was the offlcial
spokesman of the UK Government, Schwarzkopf had an ex-
tendad meeting with the Shah. Fearful of planted micro-
phonea, the 5hnh led the General into the grand ballroom,
pulled a small table to its exact center, and then both
sat on the table. The Shah rejected the proposal that he
glgn the required documents at once, asserting that he was
not fully confideat of the loyalty of the army; that he

must give advance approval for all members of a new cabinet;

*This statement, made at a press conference, was as
follows: "The growing activities of the illegal Communist
Party in Iran and the toleration of them by the Iranlan
Government has caused our government concern. These
developments make it more difficult to grant ald to [ran.”
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and that he must have time tc make his own estimate as to
the probable success or fallure of the undertaking. On
the other hand, he said that should Mossadeq carry through
his referendum and dissolve the Majlis then he, himself,
would have full powars under the censtitution to dismiss
Mossadeq and replace him by a2 prime minister of his awn
cholce. This meeting was to be followed by a series of
additional ones, some bhetween Roosevelt and the Shah and
soma between Rashidian and the Shah, in which relentless
pressure ¥as exerted in frustrating attempts to overcome
an antrenched attitude of vacillation and indecision.

On 2 Aupgust Roger Golran, for so long the experienced
and valuable chief of statlon, left Tehran headed for Head-
quarters duty. ¥hile his knowledge had been of inostimable
valug in the preparatory stages of TPAJAX, it was judged
that his departure at just this time would be an important
factor in the war of nerves agalnst Mossadeq, and in the
plaoned efforts to confuse and disturb the potential oppo-
sition. By this time the Counselor, Gordon Henry Mattison,
and the ranking political officer, Mr. RHoy Malcolm Melbourne,

had been briefed on TPAJAX and wefe discreetly helpful.

- followed station direction in a successful

effort to divert the attention of the _grnup
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from the real Purpaose of TPAJAX.

During this perisd Mossadeq, as 2lways, had been on
the alert to try to hold the Lnitiative and keep his grow-
ing oppesitian 0ff balance. His attention turned toward
the Hajlis, where opposition appeared to be hardening. oOn
14 July he directed the deputies Supporting the government
to resign. Several of the neutral or timidly antl-Mossadeq
deputies followed suit until a total of 28 had regipgned.
Headguarters urged that the &nti-Mossadeq deputies be Elven
every encouragement tg keep thelr posts and to take up bast
(political sanctuary) in the Majlis. The theme to be built
up was that those who had not resigned from the Majlis
would cnnétitute the legitimate parliamentary body. Thig
stand was at least partlally responsible far Mossadeq's
growlng belief that the body must be dissclved, Such
action would leave him as the undisputed dictator of the
country since his full-powers bill had Several months more
to run. However, he still had to get around the provision
of the constitution that only the Shah had the authority
to dissolve the Majlis. He did this by staging a naticnal
referendum in whichk the people ware tg state "yes" or "nen
to the questlon as to whether the Majlis should be dig-
solved, The referendum was a elear and palpable fake. Hald

throughout the country beginning 4 August, some two million
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wors said to have voted for dissolution and cnly a few

hundred agalnst. As a maneuver the actlion was not as
satisfactory as Mossadeq anticipated since it clearly re-
vealed abuse of the constitution. Thls provided an issue
on which Mossadeq could be relentlessly attacked by the
CIA/SIB3 subsidized copposition press. The action also did
much to alarm the more stable and established elements of
the populace, who were nationaliste along wlth everyone
alse, but who did not favor such a fraudulent breach of
the constitution.

During the days of the referendum the station reported
in detail on the multiple efforte of station agents to ex-
plodlt the 1lllepality of this referendum, both before and
during the event. Also every declaration made by a religious
leader in these days stressed this point. The station indi-
cated that some 20 local newspapers were now in violent
opposition to Mossadeyg and that gome 15 Headquarters-
prapared anti-Mossadeq cartoons had appeared in these
papers during the referendum week. On 4 August word reached
the station that Mossadeq was aware of the true purpose of
the visit of Achraf, and the personnel on the scene felt
atrongly that action must be mounted vérg soon. On 4 August
Ambassador Henderson per schedule set out from Salzburg for

Tehran. He was to be met on 9 August at Belrut by Leavitt,
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who persuaded him to put off his return in view of tha
delayed but ilmminent date for actlon. In these same days,
Henderson, officials of the State Department, and officials
of the Foreign Office were drafting proposed statemants
which their governments planned te issue upon the succesg-
ful conclusion of TPAJAX.

At Tehran the meetings with the Shah were continuing.
On 2 August Asadollah Rashidian had presented His Majesty
with specifiﬂ detalls concerning the manner in which the
operation would be carried out, and reported that the Shah
had agreed to dismiss Mossadeq and to appoint Zahedi ag
both Prime Minister and Deputy Commander—-in-Chief. The
Shah also agreed to name General Yosug as Chief of Staff.
On 3 August, Roosevelt had a long and inconclusive session
with the Shah. The latter stated that he was not ap adven-
turer and, hence, could not take the chances of gpe.
Roosevelt pointed out that there was no other way by which
the government could be changed and the test was now be-
tween Hossadeq and his force and the Shah and the army,
which was still with him, but which would soon g2lip away.
Rocsevelt finally sald that he Wﬂﬁld remain at hand a few
daysz longer in expectation of an affirmative deecision and
then would leave the country; in the latter case the Shah

should realize that fallure to act could lead only to a
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Communist Iran or to a second Kerea. He concluded by say-
ing that his government was not prepared to accept these
possiblilities and that some other plan might be carried
through. In a later gﬂeting with the Shah, the latter
requested Mr. Roosevell to sollclit from President Eisen-
hower assurances that it was advisable for the Shah to
take the lanitiative in removing Mossadeq. Mr. Roosevelt
stated that he would pass this request on to the President,
but he was very confident that the latter would adopt the
attitude that the Shah had already had US desires made
adequately clear to him. By complete colncidence and good
fortune, the President, while addressing the Governors®
Conventlon in Seattle on 4 August, deviated from his script
to state by ilmplication that the United States would not
sit by 1dly and see Iran fall behind the Iren Curtain,

Mr. Roosevelt used the President's statements to good effect,
by telling the Shah that Elsenhower did indeed feel further
assurances of US attltude toward Mossadeq were unnecessary
but that his reference to Iran in the Governors' Conventlon
speech was made fto satisfy the Shah. In the end the Shah
5ald he would agaln discuss the question with Rashidian.

In the cable describlong this meeting, Roosevelt stated his

belief that it was hopeless teo attempt to proceed without

the Shah, and that it must be decided whether to exert

J4
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wltimate pressure for the next two or three days or to
accept a delay of up to ten days in which the Shah might
finally be won over. On 7 August Rashidian met again
with the Shah who agreed that action should be taken on
the night of either the 10th or 1llth. On 8 August Roosae-
velt again saw the Shah and struggled against a mood of
stubborn irresclution which broke down to the extent that
the Shah agreed to give oral encouragement te selected
army officers who would participate in the action. Then,
he said, he would go to Razmsar™ and let the army act with-
out his cfficial knowledge, adding that if the actlion was
successful he would name Zahedl as Prime MHinister., On
9 August Bashidian took over the struggle in his turn and
reported that the Shah would leave for Ramsar on the 12th,
and that prior to his departure he would see Zahedi and
key cfficers and express orally his cholce of Zahedl as
the new head of the government.

On 10 August Colonel _ﬂmr the Shah and
informed him of the names of the army officers who were
ready to take nctlion upon receipt of an order from the

Shah. The Shah again agserted that while he approved

of the plan for action he would sign no papers. -

*Royal resort on the Caepian Sea, north of Tehran.

i 3+
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registeared & protest at this decislon, and the Shah again
gsent for Rashidian to discuss this all important point.
Rashidian carried & message from Roosevelt to the effect
that the latter would leave in complete disgust unless
the Shah took action within a few days. At the concluslon
of the audlence the Shah stated that he would sign the
papers, would see Zahedi, and then would leave for Ramsar
on the Caspian. The next day he did see Zahedl and did
leave for Ramsar, but the papers, contrary to the promise
of the Rashldians, were not ready for the sigonature of the
Shah. The Shah thus promlsed to slgn the papers as soon
ag they were sent to him at Ramsar.

After discusclon between Roosevelt and Rashidian, they
reverted to a declsion closer to the aeriginal London draft
of TPAJAX, deciding that there should be two firmans (royal
decrees ), one dismissing Messadeq and one naming Zahedl as

Prime Minister. Rashidian and - the sha.h‘e.-

-an:l an established UK agent, prepared the documents,

Ramsar.
At this game time the psychologlcal campaign agalnst

Mosaadeq was reaching its climax. The controllable press

wag golng all out agalnst Mossadeq, while_
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_ul:uiﬂr statlon direction was printing

material which the station considered to be helpful. CILA

agents gave serious attention to alarming the religious
leaders at Tehran by ilssulng black propaganda in the name
of the Tudeh Party, threatening these leaders with savape
punishment 1f they opposed Mossadeq. Threatenlng phone
calls were also made to them, in the name of the Tudeh,
and one of several planned sham bomblngs of the houses
of thesa leaders was carried out.

The word that the Shah would support direct action in
his behalf spread rapldly through the "“Colonels' conspiracy"”
fostered by the station. Zahedl saw station principal

agent, Colonel _, and named him as llaison

officer with the Amerlicans and as his choiee to supervise

the staff planning for the nction. Then

Gﬂueral_and Colonal to ses Zahedi,
CIA afficer Carroll malntained close contact with-

and members of the “"Colonels' coonspiracy,” and on 13 August

took

was present at the final meeting of those individuals to
whom would fall the responsibllity of carrying out the
oparational staff plan. However, this meeting was the
lagt one in which the station was represented, and the

fact that contact was broken proved to have serious results,

Late on the evening of 13 August, Celonel _
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returned to Tehran with the flrmans signed by the Shah
and delivered them to Zahedl; according to his story
{(which has never been confirmed), it was Queen Soraya
who finally convinced the Shah that he must sign. If
this is trua, here was an ally from a totally unexpacted
quarter.

On 14 August the station cabled that upon the con-
clusion of TPAJAX the Tahedl government, lo view of the
empty treasury of the country, would be in urgent need
of funds. The sum of %$5,000,000 was suggested, and CIA
was asked to produce thls amount almost within hours after
the concluslion of the operation. No more news came in
from Tehran on the l4th;, and there was nothing that either
the station or Headguarters could do except wait for action

to begin.
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