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ARTICHOKE is the Agency cryptonym for the study 
and/or use of "special" interrogation methods and techniques. 
These ~·special" interrogation methods have been kno\m to 
include the use of drugs and chemicals, hypnosis, and 
"total isolation," a form of psychological harassment •. · 

A revieH of available· file information obta.iited from . 
Office of Secm•i ty resources failed to reflect <.. compre"liensivc 
or complete picture of the ARTICHOKE program as participated 
in by the Office of Security. .Fragmentary inforr.~at'ion 
contained in a variety of files previously-maintained by the 
Security Research Staff (SRS) reflected several basic. papers 
'"hich described, in general terms,·. the program knoHn as 
ARTICHOKE. Information contained therein indicated that 
prior to 1952, the Office of Security had stuftied the use 
of drugs and chemicals in "unconventional interrogation." 
These stud~es were evidently coordin~ted with"the Agency 
unit which 1-ras then called OS!. OS!. at that time apparently 
1-ras the coordinating unit 1-ri thin CIA. · 

One paper reflected that· an Offic"e of Security team .. 
as early as 1949-50 experimented with drugs and hypnosis 
under a project called BLUEBIRD. This paper also reflectnd 
that by 1951 actual interrogations utilizing drugs were · 
conducted by a coml•ined team of Office of Securit.y nnd Of .icc 
of Medical Services personnel, but £o1-r detai;).s .,.,ere availa:ble. . . . 

File information. indicated .. that lJ1 1952, overall respon­
sibility for Project· ARTICHOKE passed from OSI to the Office 
of Secul:'ity. Refe-rences to operational use of drugs as an 
aid to interrogation since that time were found in various 
files, but feH details concerning these experiments were 
reflected. A memorandum, subject title: Project ARTICHOKE_. 
dated 21 November 1952, by ~lr. Sheffield EDWARDS,· reflected . . . 
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tr~nsfer of control of Project IOKE from.~: ~~.o th.e 
Off~~o of Security. The-memorandum· indicated t at I&SO 
(Off.f<;:~~----q_-~ctfi"Uy)_· sfiould call trpon Bl~ch and 
support fiCTiities of the CIA Hedica.l Staff ana--the Office 
of-TechnicaLSe..r-v-kcs.-.as.__?:"e~t:ed: J:sespoi'isibility for the 
e'0_~Ua_~_!on o~~~~ig:n in teTligence aspects of the project 
'"ere to rertiil:J.n lil. th OS I. , . 

apparently 
'"ith ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~;-~~~.~~'etails 

o t:in individual Project 
ARTICHOKE o!Jera tiona utilizations w·ere found in very fcH· 
instances. A reference in an SRS log (1951-67) reflected, 
however, that SRS had be.en involved in the e::q,?erimentation 
and use of hypnosis "from the start." In the same ref~Tcnce, 
it was stated that "SRS has examined and investigated numerous 
unus..u.;;:), ___ :t;ec.hniques of interroga~ion includ~ng psychologic·al . 
harassment and such matters as ttotal isolation~t• 'fhe SRS · 
log referred to above, lihich covered a period from 1951. to 
1967. indicated that, as of 1967,''the term ARTICHOKE is not· 
in general use now, and drug interrogation is conducted from 
the recommendation of an Agency· c'ommittee of which the Chief, 
SRS I is the Office of Security representative~ fl ·No record 
'~as found 1-rhich :.·eflec'ted l'l'hen or if overall responsibility 
for Project ARTICHOKE 1-ras transferred from the Offica o£ 
Security to any other Ag7ncy component. · 

One of the fet-T areas l·rhere detailed information ,.,.as 
available was concerned ld th hypnotic experimentations. Jl 
log ~of hypnotic experiments conducted by Office of Securi t)' 
personnel t>'as rcvieHed. Th~ log reflected that numerous 
(probably several hundred) e:qJeriments liith hypnotism liere 
conducted· in Agenc:"y buildings, appat·en·tly uti15.zing the- stt'lf:f 
employee volunteers as subjects. rn some instances, repre~ 
sentatives from Agency components other than tJ:te Office of 
Security.were present. The log rc€lected hypnotic experi­
mentations during 1951, 1952, and 1953. It caul~ not be . 
determined from available f_ile iifforma"tion '"hen the hypnotic 
experiments actually began or ticre caused to be ceased. No 
record '"as located Hhich reflected hypnosis utilized as an 
actual operational tool in the·field. In connection td:th ll:rpno­
tisrn, it aonears that SRS utilized an Agency employee~ one 
~~ as an informant in various societies· 
dealing: vi th hypnotism to keep abr.east of current devc-l(!pments 
in the field. · 
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· FeH references \;ere folL'ld pertainipg to the area of 
"total isolation" as an interrogation aid. A memorandum 
pertaining to this subject, dated Zl ~larch 1955, l-:a's 
.lirittcn by Nt: • .manz7'5J"$&.of SRS· to the Director of 
Security. The paper diss:ussed "total isolation" techniques 
as an operational tool of potential.· Another paper (a · 
sterilized version, probably ,.,ritten"by an element of' the 
Department of Defense) dated 16 March 1955, reflected the 
results of "total isolation" ·experiments on six volunteers, 
all members of the U.S. military. No reference ,.,as £ouhd 
to any additional experiments in this f!eld, nor ,.,as any 
reference found Hhich reflected actual· use of this technique 
in an operational situat1on.· . . . 

As far as the experi~entation arid/or utilizat~on ?f 
various drugs is concernea, references to a few instances 
,.,ere located, but little detail ,.,as available, and it uas 
clear fro~ the files that much of the detailed information 
probably ,.,as· maintained by Agency units other than the . · 
Office of Security, i.e., the Office of Medical Services 
and the Office of Technical Services~ 

1 . . . . 
Among the instances '-1here details 1iere located in·· 

l-lhich drugs \-:ere used in an operational envit~olunent under 
the auspices of Project ARTICHO.KE 1 ,.,ere the follo\.;ing: 

(a) In 1954 ';hree· subjects liere interrogated 
by a Project ARTICHOKE team utiJ,izing drugs of an 

·unspecified nature. ~he thre~ subjects l.,.ere 
identified as"@~~~~ 
and \;'~?&2?1 MS!Y ·.in a memorandum dated 13 January. 
1955, l'lith a cover sheet signed .by Mr.·'4U~ · 
The intenoga.tions took place in$fSii'6~1, and the 
memorandum m'en tioned inj-ections of. "solutiqn S 1" and 
"solution :z," but the'se drugs Here. not further 
iduntified. It was noted in the memorandum. that the· 
cases ,;ere handled "under- ·straight drug techniques --
hypnosis or narco-h"y'pnosis ,.,as not attemp~ed." .. · . 

(b) A memorandum dated ZO .January: 19 59 to. ·. 
1-Jr. &ftitibl$lili*"@'S!25e'ml from i,ndica teq. 

· that a fiel~ request hnd been made for a "P-1 
interrogation." 'f.he 1-1ritere¥¥"'> identified a· . 

. · ''E-1 interrogation" as one l.lSing LSD. Approval. 
;:~anted on 27 Janu--=;}!59 by the initials ·. 
~/'presumably Nr.~ 11?1.$11~ No 
further reference to the case could be found, 
thus no details Here available. 
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(c) A series of, cables b'etHeen"'$BW®UP and 
Headquarters in 1955 requested ART{Cf!OKE interrogations 
for nine persons. No disposition in this instance was 
found, hoHcver, ~ transmittal slip affixed to the 
materials dated in 1960 indicated that the ARTICHOKE 
interrogations probably did not actually take place 
in ;@wu p; n at that tim~. ' . . ! 

(d) A memo contained in the security fil~ o£ 
~m!!f:!;%l reflected that an ARTICHOKE teani. 

w·as dispatched to r!T5'f'¥4!15f'liil in June 1952 to conduct 
ARTICHOKE interrogations on " ~-. No further 
reference to this ~~er~tion was. noted~ and no dis-
position coulq be. found. · . . • 

(e) In the case of 8lai<M'l"H 1~ -~- • 
operation• in ~~ drugs lvere utilized in the 
interrogation ,.,hich took place i Again, 
details of the opet'at.ion. Here not availabl.c.. Ho\1cver ~ 
an intervieH liith the Office of Security representative 
,.,.ho participat'ed in the interrogation revealed that .a. 
form of LSO ,.,as used in this instance •. · Tn this case, 
approval ,.,as gr.anted ·by Headquarters for the ARTICHOKE 
interrogation. A memorandum dated 6 July 1960~ signed 
by 1-lr. Deputy Director''of Security l'o 

reflected that approval fqr use of drugs in this case 
lias granted at a meeting of the Drug Conunittec on .·· 
~ July 1960 and cabled tcG·i~ . · · 

- . . 
.---- As stated earlier, little de-taiL-11as available in- file 

(information.conccrning ~ko.cbnduct of actual cases ~tili~ing 
\ Project ARTICHOKE techniques; · It appeaiS obvious.~ ho\1C'Vet·. 

) 
that the fini cases noted above Here only a small pnrt of. the 
actual utilizati9n of ARTICHOKE techniques in the ·field. . _ 

·I For one thing 1 almost no information tias· available for the · · 

I
. period prior to 1952, so that Project BLUEBIRD experiments and 
operation~ were not noted speG~fical~y. In addition~ annual 

· reports of accomplishments found in SRS log ma.torials reflected 
a substantial amount ·of activity in the Project A~riCHOKE 
area. The revic\1 for 1953-1954 stated in part that: SRS had 
"dis·patched an ARTICHQ,KE team for permanentv-location in.· an 
overseas area.'' The review for 1954-195S.stated in part that 
SRS conducted numerous ARTICHOKE experiments and "prepared 
and dispatched an ARTICHOKE team to an overseas aroa.' to handle: 
a numb~r of sensitive cases." 
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Rcviel-1' of file materials consis'tently rcf"lcct·cd that 

the Office of Security exercised ~aution in the utilization 
of drugs· under .t:he ARJICHOi\E Ptogra:n~ '.i\lthough. it is 
apparent that SRS for a nwnber of years was.engaged ~ith 
certain other Agency components in research and operational 
work with hallucinogenic drugs, the work was apparently con­
ducted under strict controls. As previously stated, no 
information pertaining to ,.,hen or if control of Project 
ARTICHOk'E ,,·as ·trans fcrred from the Office of Security to 
another Agency component.l'I'BS located. Apparently, SRS at 
one time maintained an inventory of ARTICHOKE materials· 
which contained numerous drugs.of all types including LSD-25. 
A memorandum dated 14 October i957 requested authorization 
for SRS to transfer ARTICHOKE rna terials and apparatus to 
Dr. E!i3fll#ll!ffll!n:ti&N$1W of Nedical Services. The memorandum \·ras 
written by Nr. and appro~al to transfer the 
materials '"as granted by Nr.--. on 17 October'"l9S7. 

I • 
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In the review of file information contained in SRS · · 
rna terials, one incident \ihich occurred in November 1953 
appears worthy of note. Although it \'las ·not clear from file 
information \·thethcr or not the incident occurred under the. 
auspices of Project ARTICHOKE, the incident. did involve use 
of LSD in an experimental exercise. One Frank OLSON, a 
civilian employee of·the Department of the ~~my, committed· 
suicide a week or so after having been administered LSD by 
an Agency.representative. Details ~onccrning this incident 
apparently lilll be reported in a separate memorandum~ but 
it appears that the drug was idministered to several unwitting 
S'l.lbjects by a Dr. GOTTLIEB, at that time a branch chief in· 
TSS (nmv OTS). A short time after the LSD \Vas administered, 
the subjects were· told that ·they had been given LSD. On 
the day follo~Ying the expeHmcnt, OL.~ON began to behe.ve in 
a peculiar and erratic manner and \ias later placed undc:r the 
care of a psychiatrist. A. fe1., days later~ OLSON c1·ashed 
through a vindol·/ in 8: Ne'" York hotel in: :an appare~ t suicide. . . . 

A memorandU!:t dated. l Dec.ember ].953 from ~he IG Staff. 
caused the impoundment of all LSD materials. Information 
contained in the above mentioned files reflected that the · 
drug had been administered 'd thout the prior knol-rl'edgo. or 
approval of the Office of Security or the Office of 1-!edical 
Services. 
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