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ITEMS SPECIFIED..IN.YHE SBECIAL APPENDIX
: FILED ON JUNE: 2] ;'51971 WITH THE
UNITED STATES COURT OF APPEALS, E‘GR THE SECOHD CIRCUIY

I, Portions of Exhibits 7 and 7A the disclosure
of which would present increased risks to the
gafety af U.S. forces

. WL IW. €, 6 nage 5% - %W*des CINCPAC and
HIE 1%.3~66 assassment af enem Fhete .

- Structuxe In SYN in 1986, and %.tatﬂ.& aiiow
enemy o assess zccuracy, of U8 estimates at
that time and-drasw conclusions om the extznt .
to which he was capable of avoiding
detection in combat situations,
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" © - III.  PROGRAM No.'lk .”

'A7 Plannine Begins for CY 67 -

1. CINCPACG's 18 June Request ..

, However, even before the Secretary of Defens'e"imblished. Program - o
No. 3, CINCPAC had submitted bis Calendar Year 1966 adjusted requirements
‘and Calendar Year 1967 requirements. _3_:/ T coa e T e

~ CINCPAC's requirements were based on a new concept for Vietnam.
The four basic objectives remained as they had been set forth in CINCPAG's
February concept. - A new item in the June concept was that UB/EWM_AF and
RVNAF general reserves and ARVN corps reserve forces would conduct - sus-
tained and coordinated operations with increased. effort in the Highlands
‘and along the western ARVN border. This was in line with the generally
increased emphasis given in the concept to restricting NVA/VC forces'
access Lo the coastal and land borders of ARVH through effective land, -
‘sea, and'air interdiction operations. T e

- During this time, two slightly aiffevent estimates of enemy
‘strength were available. The figures used by CINCPAC,in their 18 June

 submission were 125 confirmed, T probable, and 18 possible attalions in
.8outh Vietnam. . Tt was estimated that the enemy was capable of infiltrat-
-ing up %o 15 battalion eguivalents (9,000 personnel) per month into south -
-Vietnam uniless denied capablility to do so. It was also estimated that the’ -
-enemy could train 7 VC. battalion equivalents (3,500. personnel) per month H
“under the current éxisting situation. Howsver, the best estimate of.his. .
- jptentions was that he would attempt to reinforce at the'rate of 18.5 .
pattalion equivalents -(11.5 NV4, and 7 VC) per month, which would give -~ . & 1
‘him a maximum build-up total of 180 battalion equivalents by March 1967, - . ,
gt which time losses would exceed inputs and total VO strength would " . .
‘begin to decline. - . S 4

™

The estimate of VG strength given in NIE 14.3-66, 2/ was asfollows: =
The total Comunist force. in South Vietnam was-estimated to he hetween "
260,000, and..230,000._.. The major CoMbaE. 1eHents, fHelvded, sone 38,000 -
North Vietnamese troops,’ approximately. 63,000, regular main -and local .
“$orces and from 100 ~ 200,000 guerrillas. The North vas estimated to«
‘have a capability to infiltrate Trom 75,000 to 100,000 individual re-
| "placements, bub present evidence suggested that tThe probable infiltration™
would be bebween 55,000 and T5,000. The estimate of VC recrulting in the.
South was from 7,000 to 10,000 a month. & prcjection of strength for end
of 1966 was 125,000 in the.Communist regnlar .forces, but this could grow - o
-~ by the end of 1967 to over 150,000. The estimated strength for 1 January = -
1967, in terms. of battalions, was between 170 and. 190. S AL
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