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Deputy Inspector Genera l 

sui.ea(en~.:brC---~-- .. . . .. "i ~onc~r~ing . ·: . 
~i.s assignment .Bolivia 'in 1961' and·· his ro le · . · .. 
1n the capture of Ernesto· "Che" GUeVARA. 
de la Serna· 

)temo dated zg· May 197 s . . . : . . .. 
. 1. the ~dersign~d n~t vitn[ .... . :1· contr~ct 
employee,. on 2 nnd 3 June .to obtai.n his story about his 
ass igrunen t to Bolivia. it 1967.- )This query is. based upon r ef 
i nterview , during which . · m~tioned that he "had re-
transmitted an order from Colonel .• ... ;) 

· Col!llllande r o f the a·th Division of e Bolivian Array, to a . 
Bolivian sergeant, which r esulted ·in the execution of llrnes-:to 
''Che'' GUEVARA de la Sernn, Cubnn leader of the. guerrillas then 
·operating .in Bolivia. · · · 

. · . 2 • . ( . . .,s·a~d th~t his assigll1llent came abou.t aft er ·an 
in~erviov held i-ii •tiami in June or July o·f 1967, a t "hich time 
he 1<as a ·:case o f ficer lfOTking f or "the ~U:a'l'i office . He had · 
been s elected for . the j ob intervie« because· of his para
military training a~ experience. He was asked i £ he would 
agTee to serye ~<ith ':1 a fello" Cuban . . lie 
a~r.eoted. tie was to d t hat he was ti:l- go to Bolivia "Hfth · . . 
~ • . -~~<here t hey would be engaged in tra ining intelligence 

teams £~ the Znd Ranger lla ttalion of t he Eighth p.;,,; 'ionjf 
t .he Bolivian An•Y· He was also t old that he anct·._... . , 

· would be assigned to the 2nd Ranger Battalion a s advisors 
and would be based in the town of Esper ann . While in Miami, 
he andf .1were given briefi ngs about the political und 
guerriila situation in Bot'vi3 , and he was given a refresher 
course i n coamuni cati ons. ~dr !were tol d 
t hat there were strong fn 1Cations~haf-Gueva~aJwas l eading 
the guerrillas. Among the instructions ~the~,a~a clear 
o ne ttia t in the event that the Bolivjs~~Y captured Cuev~~. 
t~ey should do everything poss ib l e ~e<;p hi~~li·1e ." .. ...) 

· 3. They ~<ere "introduced to t heir f uture ca~eorficer ····· · 
. i n t~ashington, 1~ho '"'S to be in liaison td tb the Bolivian 

forces in Santa Cl,.uz. 

·: 

·. 

. .. 



4. Prior to their dep~rtL,re, both,..--· J?.nd [ :. . J 
l<~t'l issued false U.S. re-entry~eri:tits 'i.n the names 'o:E 

C: · ) and 1: - · respectively •. These 11erc 
re~e1ved in New 'York City just p ior to·their departure, ori 
30 July fol' t.n Paz em a nraniff Airline flight. Tlu;h· case 
officer had preceded them. and ~t them on .:Sl J.1ily at 7. a.m. 
·at the La Paz·. airpol?t· (;.~ ..... _ bel~eves that l}olivhn, visas' ·. · 
'<ere stamped 1.n the1r rc· entry erm1ts· •. · ·. . . ·. . . 

S. The case officer and another American ·took them to 
meetr- .1 to 1<hom they \<ere introduced as · 
expe'rts on guerTilla ~<arfrl-e. He issued each a personal card 
in l<hich .were handl<ritten his instl'uctions to all civilian. 
and military officials that thev be ~iven fu1l su~,:~port.. At 
ten that morning, they met , ~Commander-in-Chief 
of the Bolivian .Amed Fol'r.n•. jlt ~<a:rn•t"ilntil about a month 
later thatr lnet(: n Santa Crut.) · l~hile in 
La Pa:z, no'-nel< instl'uctlons were issued to them about their 

·mission. After about a. l<eek there,. they 1<ere floun to Santa 

[
·Cruz de la Sierra.for a.f~<-days and-introdu~ed to Colonel 
~- e Commander of the. Ei9:hth Division. · c:· ]frranged for _·_.. · .Jthe American 

. llfficel' in ch'!-r-ge of he militarY" J!!ission tra.1ninv. the Znd 
r Rang;er Battal.1on, ·to come to -Santa Cruz to meetf. ~and "7 
1- •• J They' wer~ ~l:ro introduced to }Jaj Ol: [... j,/ 

G-2 of the ~i~hth D1v.1sion .. After J or 4 days 1n.Santa Crut, 
[ "''and,. _. .)tent to La.· Esperanza, lfhere they were 
quarter~d at· the Bol~ian officers' compound •. In La Esperanza 
they met(. . • the Comm~nd_er of. the 2nd Range_r. Ba'ttalion, 
and· Capt:al:n r . -. . ---·J . · · · · . ·. · · .. : 

6. -1P~ior to· .their. departure from La. Paz,T. .-]and · . 
( __ -11<ere issued Bolivian. uniforms and cre!tl.ntials as 

captains in the Bolivian Army. · Neverth~ess, t.Jhey did no1:· · 
·receive Bolivian Anny ·insignia. Later, : 1•as given by ( . . . -~---Ja llolivi'an t.0 j_·color cap~ signia 141ticl\ he 1<ore 
(escarapela). ("' and ·--1~<ere issued $Ciith ahd \V.ssan 

I doable-aceiob ~toma~1~pi~o1;. ~uring ~heir activities·as in-
stru<:tlfi:"S ana- a<lvtsots they .assumed the role of Bolivian . 
officers, al'thoug;h. they l<ere ~o1m 'as foreign advi'sors to a 
numbel' of Bolivian officers'... · 1said that he learned la.ter 
that .ehe .~merican Ambassador ad proh fOi ted anyone other than 
he and( ______ jfrom becoming involved in the anti·guel'rilla 
activities in tne field.) . 

(
'··. 1 •. , Despite their apparen't stat~s as Bolivian .officers, 

I . W said th.a't tbey never '(ete given orders by higher· 
I ranking llali\·iiln officer$ (One e.xception to this rule 1;as the 
/~ oTd.er which Co.tonel[ ... )issued 1:o( . Jm the day of 
0,_ L..J.~.~vnu's 6:-.:ccl.!•.ion, if[ ·-jstory is to J;e. beli~vc~.) 
~~:·?- ··---·--. -~· . ..-:= ::":. ... -.---- -· ., . ···- . 



. . . ) . ·-
8. [ , l,as ass ig:ted to Santa Cruz and [ ,],.as 

ass igned to La ~peranza , where the latter c~ducteJmost o£ 
the ip,te:lligenc:.e tra i nlng . As time l.;ent by, ( t o'WTt 
d uties gravit~ted to becoming basically t hose of an dris or. 

· .. He said t ha t his cas e officer was aware of 'll'd ahroved of tllis 
development . MOJ1g the things ><hichr· Sj and · I 
ilt tem.,ted to accomplish was the preslrrvation of e li1•es-i>£.· 
captured :JUer-i-illas, for' the collection of intelligence ·about ' 
t he gUe~rilla's locations, as ~el l as for humanitarian reasons. 

[ •J S&id that h~ saved the life of Jose tastillo Chavez ,. 
traveling for tha t purpose to Vallegrande from Santa Cruz , ·. ·. 
where· he spoke briefly to Cas~llp at' the Nuestra Senora de · : 

. · Ma·l_u Hospital. . At ·this timeL Jtearned of the intent 
!>fl-. . · )>f th7 Rangers. to -ft'\Ye the prh<>ner executed. 

F .. -.----Jpreva1led. on MaJ orf , - "')and 'J to 

[
'i::ake h H side. The prison'<rr \fas f1o1m'1;o Vallegrande w~re . 
. ] covered a'll. medical costs and tD.r ried out a U•o·i<eek · · 
interrelation. The Tesulting twenty-page interro gation report 
~rovided the Bol i vians· with a co~plete concept o£"t h e · 

.gufir"l:"illa' s .strn tegy , which turned ou-c· to be t he key to 
Guevara • s capture, accordi ng tor .1 This repor't ~<as 
attrlbutod by the l!olivians ·to 'lle from -:their o~<n people. . . . 

!1. This il1>p.~rtant deve loproerit ·,.as followed by an ( 
encounter in l"'te .September bet><een a un i t · led by a Lt. 
and the remnants of the gueTTillas .. During t.bis ·ac tion', a. 
lieu"tena.nt nnmed ~liguel ; ··the Bolivian Coco PeTedo;. and a 
Bolivian physician named J ose Gut i crrex Ardaya were killt~. 

"( . ltl"avelled "by i eep to Pucara; where the bo.dies -:~<ere 
locate~. a nd through the information he had learned £roll\ 
Castillo·, he ltU able to establish that the men ~<ere from 
Guevara' s . forvar~ elemene. Upon his return to Santa Cruz , 

( , '!advise d (. .... !Jtllat tlle 2nd Ranger _nat tall i on 
sho!l ld i.e illiJlled iately deploy~d, with · tlte remaining .ti<O ·weeks 
o£ their training cancelled, ( p ccepted th i s advi ce 
and the· Rangers ~ere moved to Pucara, ~nd the-Headquarters· of 
the Eight b. Division were · moved to Valle-grande. [" .• . .. 1 · 
continuea i n·his advisory role, suggesting"areas f or t r bbp 
deploy~ent as well as the deployment of the intelligence 
.teams. On the 8 th of October, contact ><1!15 <"~t.nhl ished with 
Guevara' s rem a inin~ forces. {At this. time f:... ...J Jwa S• in 
Yalle_grancte and( i1 in .. Esperan~a.) · On the Sdi , Hajor 

C 1l"o~oneir over tid: radio that "the c;hief" had been 
capturelL L ·1 then fl e~< over the a rea in a PT-6 car r ying 
with him a PRC· lO +adi o ~<i th ~<hi ctl he wa s nble to communicate 
wi th the Bolivian forces. He then confirmed that Guevnra . was · 
" t he chi ef" 11h,!' hnd been captured. H~ returned to ~·allcsrande 
~<hue he told G_ j that Guev&ra ll"d been wounded ~nd 
cap~ured. · . 

• 



-4- . . . . .. 
. . 10. Th~t day f . -.J t~as se~t t~ Htgueras t o 

interrogs~e the gue~rilla prisor.er~ and assem~led the . 
cap tu r ed docu"'ent ; . Since Colonel J1<~S · p~an.n ing t o fly 
by helicopter t o Higuer:ts on the 9!:11J ]tls l;ed h i m on . 
t he evenin~" of th~· Sth if iie could ac~ompany liim to. in t errogo.t e 
Guevara. consult ed 'hi s s t aff and ag reed. (The .. 
hol;i.copte h:.d ro !' <mly ·for a pilot and- t';!:O nassen~ers .) . •. · 

!::. .)prepued a 100- •:o rd mes.sage to· the ... . J 
i n c.o'de repo r ting Guevar a' s captur e· and as~~ng that an hba~sy 

~
epresentative be sent t o .t he a r ea t o prev.a 1l upon the · .• 

: o..U..~.! t o spare. Guevara's l i£e, s ince. he di<!.not~bel.iey~ . 
hat h~o:ed-i'1t'-;<11:>1:n]! so .-- Tiirs~·s·age was prepar'ed ·. 

for th e · s chedul ed 10 a.m. transmi~i~ of 9 October;· and 
~as no t transmi t ted to ' he r elay po i nt in Asuncion, Paraguay, 
until about 10: lO a.a., aft erC • . larriv ed in Higueras · 
and $et up h i s r ad io· t ra!lstaitt er an 1!$-'48 . · 

~1J . ] '":' ' bn~ thepil~t J . . J set . 
out by h~icopter /tom Vall'egrande at 7:~~a. ta. o n \he ~h, 

. and a r rived i n Hi~era s" e; c . abo\1t T:40 a.m. r -JaCCO<llp8Jti ed r. . ..)and ~faj Or . .JWhen t bey Vis i ted Uuevara l n· the ,--=-
~ChOOl r oom ·.wh i c h ··as .h>s improvise<! ' jail. Guevar a ~<ould . . 

no t _S:n.sw.e r ( .]~<!len spoken .to . . He wa s . bound, hand. a nd f oot , 
and· ho.d. a bg >~ouill!. . ·. . .· , . , -=-

,_..---- ·· 12: (. · b.nd MaJor ~ }hen ·rev-ietved th~ ~aptured 
documents andr .>Jobtai ned permi ssio n .. f r omr 'J to . 
pho toR:ra..,Ph alt the papers, including Guev'ara' s ... diary, and als o 

[ ·'~ permission to r e tain t he o r i g inal accommodation , · 
addr esses f ound. · · · · 

1 3. lvhile( land all the other Bol i vian offic~r s : 
( l'i'il:h the exc eption o f 'f. Lieut:enantr ~ uere ' p"~•ide ·o(. 
t he village &t anding to other milib :ry af'fairs ,~,.:. -· J · 
r emained i n Higuer a$ :.s t he highe$t ranking "Boh.vian Qf'h cer". 
In· this capacicy he answered a c a l l recei ved on ·the mi l i t ary 
f i e l d t elephone and answered as Captain( · l He Has g iven 
t he code numbers SOO and 600. as o<ders · l~ich l~re t o be 
i mp l emented by command o£. "higher· authprities" •.. He sa i d that 
t he connection was nat. c l.ear and he could not. r ecognize t he 
voic e but it could have been.that of Major[ · 1 I n any 
cas e ,[ l said t ha t . since i t was & l ine only alliil:nble · 
t o the 111i lito."'r he wa s conf ident tho.t it was order r e
-cransmitted t hr ough onili t a r y c hannels . He s a i d that he kne-. 
t ha t SO O referred to Guevara, 600 to the uord execute and 
700 to t he pr eser vntion· of Guevarra's life . These s imple 
codes had been identified to h im previous ly . 

...... _ __ _ ··---- - ..._ ···-... - .... . ....... ____ .,.. ... . . 



. · .. 

· ·14. . U~onf . . 1 -~eturn, r ('y: '"\told ~~ill of . the 
" css:tge tlnd . l;ool it as a!} aut heniic order ar:d lllnde 
no eHon· t nave itconfirm_ed. l (-yt . Jaskcd ·if Guev ara's 
l i fe could be preserved s~nce he had thase instruc tions. · 

[. . -_lnplied that his own po~i t·i~;, <tould be: placed in . 
j eopard'Y if he d id ni C,()li\1)1)'. L ~~ .Jask' nim to. make-. ,· 
the :~."tteapt anyt<ay. t~ !~ lbelieves th&t Jhad . . 

. already res i~ued h\1!1 elf . to tl\e inevitabili y of Gue?ra' s J 
execution, ) . aid that: he wns in sympathy with~ 
'k'ish but th";, ~t ~as ot in his po'k'er to l'QVerse t he ·orde'r .. . 
lie told( .(~, , 1that he l<&S w-ell aw-a-re of the trea1:ment which · 
Fidel had ' a~ted out t o Cu bans and t o l d hiQ ~o execute Guevara 
in any maro1er. ·which he migh t choose . (, lsai d that he · ·. 

'had' ~o l eave for Vallegnnde at 10:01) .a.m. artd would. send '1~ -\\· 
a helicopter back to pick up Guevara's 'body" at 2 .,.,.j·, and 

1 "as a friend"' asked• tha t the . body be r e:a.ay. r 
reiterat~d his request -that the o~der be appJ2led and J 
agreed to make the attemp t , aud said he would advise ft he 

... wei:-.e successful. · .......-. oJ 

·. . ' . . 
· · l S. · Failini a coun t er-manding of tho order :md _as t he 
senior "Bolivian officer" lefe in Hig\lera.s ,r Jsaid · he 
'k'Ss left with 'the implementation ' of ' th~ exe~ution . After · 

[ ) left,(.. J"a< ab~.e: t o tall: to Guevara, who . . · -'"-~ 
identihed( tl '. . . _Jeither as ·a Piiert-o-Ri- n··<>r·a" Cu.ban . · · 

;_wo-.:kiog for U.S . intell i:ence . He said he,.PaAe t:his judgment . 
on· the. bn~is q_f : the quest:ions asked .and o.n L I rt_ •J accent. 
While r ·1 · "- ]l<as: vith·· Guevara.; s~.ot s were fired i n aclj o ining 
rooms -and (. r.:,\_ ).ater de'temined that theso involved 1:he. 
execution o! two ~her prisoners. Recogni<ing these shots 
for_. w.hat t hey 11ere , ·n evertheless, Guevar n· blanched wh<:n · 

[ < \·. JconfiTmed ·t hat he t oo would be execu~ed; altnough 
l a ter. c mposing himself. ·. ·. . · .: . . . 

• • I"'! .. .., • • ~ ' 

16. After le'aving Guevara., 1 ' ' told a sergeant of 
the order to execu te Gue~ara an~entrusf1d the mi s sion t o hia . 
He was to l d ~o fire bela>< the head . The otd.er ~<as giver\ t o 
the sergeant at 1: 00 p.m . ·and.' f ;· J heard the shots fired 

·at Guevara at 1:20 p.m. A't 2:"o0 p·. lil., the helicop ter re turned· 
to Higueras. A f ather r "performed the last ri'tes and 
Guevara' s ,Jemains were ~trappe-A t o o ne o f the helicopter 's 
skids and · jaccampnn ie<j . them .to Vnllegr:tnde, where · 
t!)ey land~ at Z:-:10 p.m. • ·: ..., said t ha t fie l os e himself 
auickly in th~ crowd gathered at~he airport, but that 

C J t ook c ha r ge of t he r~ains and was photoFaphed . 
( J Said tha t the ti tle of the photog r nph , wh 1ch aooe~recl 

i n the p~ss. gave 3n incor~ect identification of 
t he naQ~~ J\l~ed, ( . J . 

.. 

. . 
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r- 17 "'I r. lsaid ne uporto>d the .Jt:<ecu~ions to •laj 0!' 

:;a1M the .C!'Ihef of Oper:sUons, af .1 
·and t hen l<as ta.~en back to tdenti:Erthe 'StHttm-o-E--th<; .. tt\r.c.e 
executed guerrillas.· They then drov~ to S"r.t~ Cru~ · vi.tfl. tn« , 
docur.tents ~ films and equipGient and then fle~< · to La Paz, 
1>her.o( '\'1)...·. 1conr.act~ his case of!icer.· · He ,;as taken to . 
a ho11e wl'ter~ 1'he,.. nd other Americans were briefed by • · . 

.. hi ill. ·Everything l <hic he had bun able ·t.o reta.in "as turned ·. · . 
. in..:.~hen to bo carried by a special couri er t o Washington.. . ' 

• [ • •. -'~:- . 
1
then·. f l -<ll' back t o Santa. Crut vhere a. C· l l~order -.1. · 

. by GeneTal Porter, · CiliCSOU'TH, was to pick h i m and, ._, - · J 
up for a ·£light to the Canal Zone. This plane arr~ved witn 
a fl at tire on. the lOth o.r .lltb. .. Th~ t: .• s. }.fiszi.s:ta a,,. ... ,,..aft. 
a C· 54 was then flolln to Santa Crut. .and he a tid L: 1 

. were down bacl< to. La· Paz. .Afte r ~'(erni!!ht~ng there , .and't'h.e;r 
C-130 carried tl\eJU to Panama. 1<1\ere...._ 1wa.s asked to 
rdate his ~rv to General Porter. After~ weeks in Panama, 

[ '1landL . -]were documented a.s GS-16s· so · t hat they 
. ~ould b~ard a over•booked military flight to Charlotte, · 

South Carolina. After fheir arrival there , t hey journeved;J 
to Niami , IJhere[ .:.l bt:iefed General Cus.lman. r 
believes that i n both JUgh·lcvel briefings ne m~nhoned hi 
o>m p'e'r sonar role in t he e:<ec.ution of Guevara.) . · · . · . . . ~ . . . 
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