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MEMORANDOM FOR THE PRESIDERT

I have revieved the various components of the National Geodetic Safellitte
Progran end find that there are two differing forces attempting to dchieve
the same data velidity for seemingly different purposes, both with and
without classification of the data. The Department of Defense contimally
strives to reduce geodetic end gravimetric errors for purposes of improving
our target accuracy in ou veapons gystems, and therehy clasgifiea both the
Processes lnvolved and the results achieved. The sclentific ‘commnity
spearheaded by NASA on the other hand 18 attempting to derive similar gravi-
metric and geodetic data with similsr accuracies, on en unclassified baais,
far the purpose of motivating the internatiomml scientific commmity to do
scientific investigations related to understanding our physical envircument
.3 to a much finer degree. For example, continental drift is of vital concern
to the sclentist and hes been for Inmdreds of years. Siwilarly, the dster-
mination of the size and shape of the earth to a mathematical acauracy which
- eliminates wncertainties i3 a worthwhils endeavar. Obviocusly there are
- As others. I find, hovever, that the enemies of the U.8. do not ehars this
’ scleptific drive in lieu of military neced. Specifically, the Soviet Unimn
considers its geodatic and gravimetric data to be classified Top
maintains such strict comtral that it camnot be acquired evea by
effarts. ' Further, thera has not been any quid pro quo in this entire data
area relative to Commmist Bloc mations and the remsinder of the free warld.
Thexrefore I request that an examization of this problem be undertaken by
the Natiomal Security Council end a natiopal geodetic classification policy
be established which protects apmropriate defense informmtion when it exceeds
the following unclassified data accuracies;

1. A naticoal policy 1s necessary to protect as defense information:

(a) Gravitational models of the earth more accurate than
Pl‘m m’ the P, .o, the MWL 5-E saluticm.

,.. (») Intemontimntal positiconl relationships more accurate
a8 than provided bty the WGSP, i.e., + 10 meters.

(c) Advanced data reduction methodology emd instrumentatiom

advancements.
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Further, X r-ccmcnd thtt the following policy considerations be implamented

* until the Mational Geodetic Classification Policy bas been developed:

1. Aa & basic guideline, the disseminstion of world-wide geodetic
results and data is not to be released until and unless nciprocal
arrangsments sre made by tha scisntific conmunity.

2. Beientists frow Communist countriss not be authorized asccess to

organizations where geocdatic aatellite analyses are being
conducted.

" Signed __
“PAUL H. MITZE

cc: Administrator, NASA
Dr. Donald ¥. Hornig, CBT

Deputy Under Becretary of State o | .
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