Usama Bio Ladin: Iilamie Extremiss Flosncler

Usaras bin Mubammad bin Awad Bin Ledln is one of the mass slgaifioen: financial
sporsory of Tslumic extrenist activitins in the world today. Oue of soms 20 sony of .
wealthy Saudi constniction magrate Muhamened Bin Ladin—-foundsr of the Kingdera's Bin
Ladin Group business empire~Uams joined the Afghan reaiaance svemont fillowing
the 26 December 1979 Soviet invasion of Afghanistan. “T way equnged and wans thens at
otice,” ha clsimed in 2 1593 interview, *Y irived within days, before the end of 1970.7

Bin Ladin gained prominence during the Afghas war for his mle in flapncing the
vssuiiment, transporiation, and tralning of Arsh netionals whe voluntpered 1o Sght
yongaide the Afghan muizhedin, By 1583, Bln Ladin had draum on his fordly's wibh,
pius donationy recelved from sympathetic merchuat femilies in the Gulf region, 10 97 fankze

1l & felamic Salvation Foundatian, or dlWQaida, for this purpose.

8 A network of 8l-Qaida recruiimant eonters and guesthousss in Egypt, Sauds
Arshia, and Pakistan hzs enlisted and shadtered thousands of Arsb regruitd, This
MetWork remaing active.

& Working in conjunstion with extromist groups like ths Egyptien ol-Cumi it als
« Islamiyyah, alsa know ag the Istunie Group, aloQalda orpanized and funt o
© cwmps in Afghssistan and Pakisan thas provided new regvuits paramiliti
tealning in preparation for the fighting in Afghanistan.

e Under al-Quida auspicss, Bin Ladin imported bulldozers and other heav:
equipment to cut roads, Yaels, hospirals, and stomge depors trough
Afghamsiays moumainaus terrain (o move and shelier fighters and supr.

Adler the Soviets withdeew from afghanistan in 1988, Bin Ladin retumcd £ sork
int the family's Jeddanehased construction bysiness.  However, he continued to sup: a1t
m litent Islamic groups thet had begun warganng moderate Islamle governmentsin i ;
region. Saudi officials held Bin Ladin'a passport during 1989-1691 in 3 bid to prev  him
&> m solidifying contacts with extremists wham he hed bufriended during the Afgh . war.

Bin Ladin relocaied to Sudan in 199], where he was weicoted by Nationa
Isamic Front (NTF) leadar Hasan aleTurabi, Ina 1994 intervicw, Bin Ludin slaime: o
have surveyed Business snd agvicultursl invastmen) oppariunities in Sudwr a3 catly =
183, He embarked on several businced ventuzes in Sudan in 1990, which began e 11rive |
folowing rus move to Khartoum, Blr Ladin also formed symbitiic Susiness relatic: P8
w th wealthy NTF members by undertaking eivil infrasructure development projects n the
repime's beha!f ‘

e Bin Ladin's company Al-Hijrah for Constryction and Development, Led. uilt
the rahaddi (challengs) road linking Khanoum with Port Sudan, a3 well . «
. madem intarnatinoal AporT near Perc Sudan.



¢ Bin Ledin's import-export rm Wadi al-Aglq Company, Lid., in conjunction

with his Taba Investmient Company, Lid,, xacured s ntar mofiopoly uver
Sudm‘mpjerwiuﬂmdmofmmmuawu,MW
products in coopanation with premicent NIF members. At tbs jme tini, Bln
Ladin's Al-Themar al-Mubarakah Agricuiturs Company, Lid. graw 1o
encompiss largs trusts of laad nesr Khassoum and in easiern Sudan.

3 Bin Ladin and weslthy NIF members cupitalized Al-Shimal [slamio Bavix in

Fhartoum, Bin Ladin invested 550 million in the benic

Bin Ladin's work fores grew 10 include mititant Afghan war vasaruns sseki-y to
avoid & Tetm t9 thir own Eauntriss, where many stind aomised of subversive ans.
t=erorist sgtivities. InMay 1993, for eumple, Bin Lagdin financed the travel of 3(( 10 430
Afghan war vetersns to Sudan after Idarated launched x crackdown againgt extre:tJsta
lingering it Paldstan. In addition to safehaven in Sudan, Bin Ladin has provided titncxl
support 1o rlitants sctively opposed 1o moderats falamdc governatenty und the West

IM: axirernists who perpetrated the Decomber 1992 sitempted bombings
againg some 100 U.S, servicemen in Aden-billated there 10 support UN, relief
operutians in Somalineclaimed that Bin Ladin Snanced thelr proup.

A joint Egyptizn.Saudi investigation revaaled in May 1993 shat Bin Lasty
business imerasts helped funntl money 10 Egyptizn extrevustz, who ks the
casht to buy unypeciiied equipmeni, printing presses, and weapona.

By Januuy 1994, Bin Ladin had begun financing ec Icaax thre werrarist | yvining
carpi in rosthern Sudit—camp resdents incladed Bgyptinn, Algpsnian,
“Tunisizi, and Palasinian extremists—in cooperation with the NIF. Bin 3 viin's
Al-Hijeah for Construction 1nd Development warks dircetly with Sudare i
wulitary ofScials to transpdre and provision verrorists training in sueh ewn 3.

Pakistani investigaes?s have ssid that Rewgd Ahumed Yoused, the alleged
mastarming of the February 1993 World Trude Censer bombing, resided st the
Bin Ladin-funded Bayt Ashuhada (houss of martyry) guzsthouse in Pethawar

© during most of the three years befors his apprehension in Fehruary 19935,

A leading member of the Egyprain mitremiat group sl-Fihad claimed in @ uly
1995 interview that Bin Ladin helped fund the group and was ut times waiting
of snecific tarrorist operations mounted by the group aguins Egyptian i srests,

Bin Lagin remains the key finangier behind the "Runar” camp in Afghan: an,
which provides terrorist irgining 1o al-Jihad end zl-Gama'st al-Tsiamiyyah
members, sccerding 10 suspect 1&emorisis capiuted renent'y by Egyprian
autharities.




Bin Ladin's suppore fur estramist sayses continuey Jespite atideinms fom stgioaal
governments aad his Smily, Algeria, Egypt, and Yewwn have ecoused Bin Ladin of
financing militant Islanic groups on their sol (Yeauen reponcdly sought INTERPOL'
sasistanco 1o spprehend Bin Ladin during 1954), In Fabruary 1384, Riyedh revoked Bin
Lading Saudfi citizenship for behavior thet "consradicty thy Kingdoot's imeresis aad risks
harming its relations with fratemal cowsrics," The move prampied Bin Ladin to . the
Advisery ad Reformugion Committes, s London-based disdldent arganization the: by July:
1994 had issusd over 350 pumphlets eritical of the Saudi Governmant. Bin Ladin 238 aot
respondad to condemmrion leveled againas bim ln March 1994 by his eldest beoth %, Bake
Bin Ladin, who cxpreswed thrpugh the Smudi medin his family's “regres, denunciai v, and
rondemnation® of Bin Ladin's exiremist astivities.




