NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL ..

WASHINGTON,. D.C. 20508

&%‘%‘ﬂgg g %ﬂ E’ February 20, 1970

National Security Decision Memorandumn 44

TO:

The Vice President
The Secretary of State
~ The Secretary of Defense
The Director, Central Intelligence Agency
The Director, Arms Control and Disarmament Agency .
The Director, Office of Emergency Preparedness
The Director, Office of Science and Technology

SUBJECT: United States Policy on Toxins

Following a review of United States rmhtary programs for toxins,
- the Pre51dent has dec:.ded that; . .-

1. -

The Um.ted Sta,tes W111 renounce the productmn for operatmnal

- e1ther by bactermlodlcal ar. bmloclc:al prc}cess es or by cherm.cal v

synthesm .

_ The United States.military program.for toxins will be confined

to'research and development for defensive purposes only,

The Secretary of Defense will submit recommendations concern-

'ilx_lﬁ the disposal of existing stocks of toxin weapons and/or
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agents., These recommendations should accompany the recom-
mendations pursuant to National Security Decision Memorandum 35
regarding the disposal of bacteriological/biological weapons.

"The Under Secretaries Committce's annual review of United

States chemiecal warfare programs and public information
policy, as directed by National Security Decision Memorandum 35,
will include review of United States military toxins programs.
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Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff DECLASSIFIED
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