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TERElon. bthat recent student disturbances in Ifaq c T
have been to a large measure Communist-inspired has led the o
Ministry of Education to embark of ficially on a program of I THFO
antl-commmist activities among the students. This program has o pa
presented the Embassy, through USIS, with an unparalleled TN oI
opportunity to reach a priority target audience through Govern- ——rpp—
ment channels, Accordingly, USIS has proposed to the Minilster 1 oA
of Educabion four lines of action, Departmental cooperabion N UﬁA
in making possible the realization of these proposals will give ¥ IPS
USIS a unique opportunlty to be effective in assistlng in the o RS
solution of one of the most eritical political problems in Iraq. —
References; The following previous communications from the CATRO

Embassy are percinent to this problem; Despabteh No, 383 of ' - & )

December 8, 1952, and Despatch No. 668 of March 19, 1953,

Si’ e a

: These despabches and the history of Iraq in recent years
clearly indlcate the power of students insplred to demonstra-.
tions by antl-Government elements. In the dlsturbances which
have taken place slnce the beginning of Qctober last year,

the inspiration appears to have been largely Communlst,
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-D8I8 Proposes;

As the Department ls aware, USIS has long considered the
students to be one of the primary target audiences In Iraq., AT
every opportunity, representatives of USIS have pointed out to
college deans and to offlclals of the Ministry that the gbudents
were being used by Communist elements to create political dis-
turbances. Representatives of USIS have further urged that the
Ministry take positive,as well as repressive,measures in dealling
with these disturbances. Within the last month, it has become
evident that the Ministry ls now prepared to take such posltive
action and is prepared to cooperate with USIS in such acblon,
Enclosed with this despatch 1is a memerandum by the public Affalrs
offlcer of a conversation with the Minister of Educatlon held
on March 30, in which the:Minister outlines the most recent
disturbances and the measures he has taken and proposes Lo tale, r
In this same conversatlon, he listened readlly and indicatéﬂ his 1 ==
‘interest in the four proposals made by the public Affairs GEfHer:

oy
[

w3
s

. toe
. 5 O
P i PREPARAT:ONS;‘ME

ACTION COPY — DEPARTMENT OF STATE

The action office must return thig permanent record copy to DC/R flles with an endorsement of actlon taken.

e .
——
&

ccpe-g/1l8°118 ™

DDNewsom:gel

REPORTER({S)

.




e

|
E

i Page.. 2: _of Page of *
Desp. No._ 707 ! Encl, No. i S
*  From v'ﬁaghdad B ¢ * Desp. No. Py
- ( . From__* 1 . '

[

|

b

i —
!

i

., o

actlon In two cases and 1s considering the matter of the ﬁﬁhér two,

f

The suggéstions were: .

1) That the Ministry consider the establishment of an
Institute of Inbermational Afralrs, Lt was suggested to the

t ) ) , : .
- l As Will be nobted bolow, he has Indicated his willingneéss to'take : -'“

fiTolster That Suoh an Ipstitute, affiliated with a college, could

conduct courses in international affairs and, at the same ,time, ;'

could arrenge and sponsor extra-curriculsr activibles'designed to * |

chammel the students! political interests into constilictive discus~

sion groups, lectures and organlzatlons. It was suggested that;a;lg

professor of Soviet Affalrs could be on the staff of suchan |

to Mr., Albert Parry to study snd lecture on thls subject In' Iraqg,
It is possible that the Mihister may wish to pursue thls subject
" further and to seek still Another professor in the field of, .' |
international relations, . : %,si
2) That positive anti-Communist instruction be Undertaken
among the students presently in jail, It appears to be &a fact |
that students jalled alter -the recent disturbances are subject to -
the strong lnfluences, of haprd-core Communists jailed for long ;
periods, who are prepared to indoctrinate newcomers with libraries,
pamphlets and other materials smuggled in to them by outgide; | -
comrades, The Public Affairs O0fficer has brought thls fact to the.

his Ministry or any of the other approprlate minlstries wishltO'. L
choose three or four thoroughly reliable people, USIS would .
undertake to indoctrinate these peoplé and glve them materlal whic

they could use in personal intervlews, conferences and locbures '

|
with the jailed. students,. The Minister plans to discuss this matber

with the Ministers .of Ipbterior and Social Affalrs and to advise .

USIS as to whether such cooperatlon may be possible., ' .

3) That Fulbright provide en advisor on extra—cﬁrriéﬁlar -
sctivities., A part of the student problem stems from the Lact

"If

this directlon by the Minilstry's agbeement to the Fulbrilght: grant ' ..

|

!

. ThAaT Thore are almost no extra~curricular activities in Baghdad'a :

colleges., As a result, students flock to coffee houses, political ~

centers, and. other places where the only recreatlon is po}ibical'hﬁ.
agitation, The Minister readily agreed to this suggestlion and = 7|

well-rounded athletlc program among the colleges, Thls réquest: .
will be formalized by the United Stabes Educatlonal Foundation .
and forwarded in a separabe communication, ! ‘
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asked first that Fub right provide someons who could develop a ftwiw‘
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'

ablbube and could assiat in demonstrablng to ‘the studenbs the . | |

nature of inbernatlonal Communlst, As the fmbassy indleated ln 'its.
e tolegram number 1184 of March 30, a first sbep has been taker in

o

abtention of the Minlster of Education and has suggested that if' X
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"4) That the Minlstry undertake the dissemination. of l{ i
an ;

tl-Communl st material among students. The Minlster nNag agreed
o Bhils and has reguaa'a ot the suplile. Affalns Offloor fopward,
to him materisl which 1s elther sultable or can be adapted for: .

this purpose, The Minigterts iInterest, already reported ito ‘the
Department, in having Arsbic translations made of articles! in.the'
IPS publicatlon "Problems of Gommunlen! 1s a begloning ir this; ' |
direction. SRR B RS
| - REE T B
The Minlster of Educabtlon is a strong-minded and, eriIraq;'aJ
efficient administrator, The Embassay has In the past had differ~!
oncés with the Minlster over the operation of the Fulbright program,
Now, however, when the alms of the Minister and those of the USIS !
program appear to be identleal, his deslre for cooperation appears !
to be sincere and the possibilities of such codperation gréat, | It
1s sincerely hoped that the Department will give special corisidera
tion Gto the separate action commumications which will be'fbased :.’
on these proposals so that every advantage may be taken of|the |: |
opportunlties now presented to us, : i f i D
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MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION: A IO a

pavblelpmbss  Khalll Kenna, Minister of Bduoatlom,!
: vaernmant of Irgqii'

»

' | . AL

David D, Newsom, Publie Affaivs Offic
£} . : ' ' American mmbassy I -
T
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In' an interview requested by Mr. Newsom, the‘Mihistér%ﬁhié"jf
morning outlined events which have led up to the recent large-icale
arvests of college students and to other measures which the GoVern-,
ment of Iraq has taken, fhe Minister related the eventsabilengbth
because, he sald, they had Minternational implications! in which he
knew the Unlted States was definltely interested. P I I

-4 Lt . '

L e TR X TR

As a result of the November disturbances; the Minister'said,g~

the students had galned an idea that they could achieve. anything - -
: they wanted by striklng. Accordingly, late in February, {a atrike !
: broke out in bhe secondary school in Basra over the .dismissdl of &
studenti The Mutasarrif was told by the Minister to takeé strong .,
action, but, instead, he sought to talk to the studénbtss’ The .
atvike continued for a week, without any settlement, until the.; |
Mubasarrif finally agreed to' the arrest of the ringleaders, 'who were
brought' north to Abu Gharalb, The other students returned to their
i clagses, : L
’ Shortly thereafter, (the Minister did not give datéé),'a,= :
o similar incident took place in Diwanlyah., The Instigabors werei !
immedlately arrested and there was no further trouble, The mext , -
outbreak was in the Higher Teachers Training College In Baghdad . ' -
where, on the same day, two women teachers were insiilted,by|studente.
? The Minlster personally vlsited the college and gave theistudents”,
their choice of apologizing to the teacher or going to jall.. They :
chose the former and the matter was sebbled, ' vy
S Then, on March 10, a student insulted a teacheriat'theEPriﬁary
o peachers Training College at Adhamiya in Baghded, The student; was;,
S aismissed and,’ the next morning, March 11, students of the college,
I went on strike. The Minister immedlately went to ths Mi;itaryl%g;*
i afficlal in charge (martial law still prevalils in Baghdad) and; | |
: nskad that he take action. The Officer sald he would gojand balk ;|
to the shudents, which he dld-on the morning. of March 12. Thié{aiﬁ
1ittle good and, as Lf by pre-arrangement, small éroagsmﬁf'studbﬁﬁS“
began to gather at the offlce of the Minilster ab about noon'oﬂ;thq*
gsame day. } E’ SRRIL
i c o

A total of 150 from several colleges finally gatherbé anan;q§, ¥
;a r}

i .
emanded t0 see the Minister. He sald he went to them an 5old: the
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lthey had no business there and they should go back to;theiriaiaséés*’
e represent the movement of students from the south to the norbh |
of Iraq," hoe quoted them as gaying. o told thew he' would nob bbj’i
thrsstened by such telk and opdered them to disperse; Some|ol the ! if.
others asked in a quleter way, he said, if they might talk with himj:
4 and he agreed. They then crowded into his offlce and he asked them,’
A~ what they had to say. He saild they told him they had.a pebition ; .|
= ,W\{ “: with their demands. ' : [N ST
: S
Having already heard what their demands wers, he toLd them hé
would not listen to these demands, "If yol want a new laboratory, . i
. diffepent bext books, or different courses," he sald he told them, ‘'~
~ 0T will listen to your demands, but you have 1o business with other:
natbers." They then told him that they considered bthis a Tlat 1.
 pejestion of thelr petilblen and they would male him see thelr power,.
He' then acted immedlately, going to the Military commandey drd the {' -
Minister of Interior, and calling the prison ab Abu Gharalb: Y His ol
request was that all the lepders and all students kmown 59 bq;_ﬂﬁ Pite
participants in such demonstrations be arréstved, Adcordiﬂgly; he i i
sald, the Military moyed during the night of March 11 aﬁdﬁmbﬁe”tﬁﬁnﬂ' :
500 were hrrestbd, The order then went to the rest of thd studdntall
that they: had thelr choice of going to classes or golng td jails ., i .
‘ 4 ; @ | i + REEELE S i

[P RN [ S =3

; ¢ : BRI I £
The "collages pogumned dn Saturday and the Minister repobéed:his;
acklon t6 the various Deani and told them that, if they £élt thab ! !
any student had beenjarresbted unjustly, they could inbercéds:on Wisi . |-
bohalf. :The Minlsber saldi that some Dedns did and that "flvé or, .
six" wepre released. He did not indlcabe thét any more had been; . . |
, i

released and, presumably, the rest are in jail. L

doc e

With the colleges now quiet, Ghe Minister .said he desired o™

begin a campalgn which would chow the sbudents clearly the differ-
ence bebween thelr proper tpationalist® demands and the demands of '}

the Commumists, He sald he was convinced that the jsolatéd incidents -
in the various schools were part of a general gommunist planito ses’
“ how Ffar the present Government could be pushed, UIf T can demon- "
' strate that the aims.of the Commmists are not identlcal with the
T aims of the nationallst," he sald, "the nationalist will no longer -
be lured into the street by the Communlst where the Commwalst -i* ‘Y
quickly uses him for anti-nationallist aims," He "indicated he. hoped.
to do this by study groups, lécturers, and Llteraturs. 'Already, be,

e o o b

gald, in some of the colleges, bthe dabionalists hdve linied up' .
against the Communlsts. He indlicabed he was happy to have Mr, '
parry come oubt under the Fulbright program to study the general

problem of Communist propagande, "I want Mr. Darry to work right

o T oyt s

e ——

P with me as much as possible,® he sald, “to advlse mé oxn the best -
metnods of showing the students the light on this_coqmuni%? prob=- -
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Mr., Newsom indicated his epproval of the Minis’der's;ét'and:i :
and philosophy in this matter and stabed that USIS was willlng ;| |
to heolp him In every way posalble, Mr, Newsom auggestedwﬁh&tpani£=

insbitute of international affalrs might be organlzed which would |l .

help channel the students' politleal interests into ‘controllable i1
1ines, both dcademlic and extra-curricular, and suggesbed that. |’ ,
additional professors in international flelds might be rpqdbstéﬂéﬁ
The Minister stated he would see what Mr. Parry could do and wWould
consider thls suggestion, He stated that he would have to exercise
caution; however, in making any such activity exclusively Amerlcan.
Mp, Newsom Indlcabéd that this was thoroughly understood and that |
ariy such institute, to be sffaabive, sheuld have mr ofeggora feom) ..
geveral lands. ‘ . : T ] &

: " | L
Mr. Newsom further suggested that USIS would be pleased 50 |1,
try to obbain under the rulbright program:some one to nelp in ‘the !

general development of a program of sxtra~cupricnlar detivitiés in

the colleges. The Minlster sald he felt the best béginﬂihgzwauldg;.l

be with a program of athletlcs and that’ he would like to gebt & ..
man who could do this through Fulbright, : :'i%* ¥ :

: 1
|

: . . ‘ i fo,
The matter of the communist Influence on students in jails

was discussed and Mr. Newsom suggested that the Ministry might wish

to stakt a cbunterkpropaganda movement in the jails, ~With this in -
mind, USIS would be willing to train three . or four carefully select-

‘ed people who could ingtruct the prisoners, through personal -
interviews, conférences and lectures in the “jails.  Mp, Newsom’

pointed out that, .1f even a small percentage of the pridoners [could

be shown the error of their thinking, they would be an sxcellent !

‘anti-communist force once they were released. i w*-irg §
Finally; the Minlster indicated his interest in recéiVing ahﬁl
material Trom USIS which could be used in his program. |[Thls, Mr.-

Newsom promised to provide.. T R
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