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‘Horth Korea's Nﬁclear Efforts -

Summary

Hor%h korea appears to be progressing toward
helping improve its energy=-short econg with the
to generate nuclear energy.

pdigenous nuclear reactor may 2 under way,
although' P'yongyan .has yet to acknowledge the ’
existence of the reactor or enter into & safeguards
agreement as required by 1ts December 1985 accession

ftg the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (HPT).. With

_the June 1987 deadline for ente
safeguards_agreement'approach n
“why P'yongyang has delayed..

ring into & .
we are uncertain
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. North's research.efforts, was established with Soviet assistance
in the 1960s.

: ~un e early s, the -
Center consisted of an operations area with a small, 4-megawatt

. SECRET NOFORN HOCTGNTRACT ORCON S
P'yongyang's Nuclear Efforts
P'yongyang's 1nteres£ in nuclear power stems from its need

for additional sources of energy as well as a desire to increase
its international prestige.

The Yongbyon Nuclear Research Center, the home of the

(M¥) research reactor under I1AEA safeguards and 2 large support
area. Since an expansion program began in 1980, a 30-MW reactor

- and support buildings have been added. The reactor, which is

" graphite moderated, %a -cooled, and fueled with natural uranfum,
. was..completed in 198

-In our opinfon, the new reactor could be a training facility
‘to support P'yongyang's nuclear efforts or it could be used to

augment an existing isotope-production_ca abi11ty. Generation of
electric. power is another possibility,

produce

weapons-

In addition to
constructing & new reactor facility, we believe that P'yongyang
probably has developed portions of the front end of the nuclear

fuel cycle-~uranium mining, milling, conversion, and fuel
fabrication--to provide fuel for the reac;or.ﬁ.

- : :
SECRET NOFORK N RACT ORCON




Figure 1

North Korea's Nuclear Research Center
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The New Reactor, the NPT, and the Soviets

The North's need for additional help to advance its nuclear
effort appears to underlie its accession to the NPT. In our
opinion, Moscow was instrumental in inducing P'yongyang to sign
the NPT in December. 1985, The Soviets have been involved in
North Korea's nuclear power program since at least 1956, 1In
addition to providing technical assistance, Moscow has supplied a
4-Md research reactor and assisted in the construction of the
Yongbyon Huclear Research Center. Most recently the Soviets,
apparently in response to P'yengyang's accession to the NPT,
.agreed to build at least gne power plant that could be composed
0

as many &s four :440-MW reactors. Neither cide h nnounced
the prgject's location, but the Soviet 1:vress.#~
. ndicate this nuclear power plant will be bu efore

fotwithstanding the Soviets* influence, the Horth's
reluctance to publicly acknowledge the existence of its new
reactor and bring it promptiy under the NPT's safeguard
- provisions is a matter of concern., In accordance with the NPT, .
the North should enter into a safeguards agreement with the
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) within 18 months of
accession, including assentin n-site jnspection of its
declared nuclear facilities,

. ‘The Hortﬁ*s éxpanded nucliear program could include aneffort
-~ to develop nuclear weapons,

Outlook

. In our judgment, P'yongyang could be waiting for an
opportunity to announce the reactor's existence in a way that
would gain maximum propaganda value. P‘yongyang's declaration of
its indigenous nuclear reactor would give the Horth an -
opportunity to project {tself as a-nation with technological
provess. ¥urther. the North can point to its domestic nuclear
efforts as proof of its national seif-reltance and sti11 accept
further nuclear assistance from the Soviets, Given Moscow's role
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to closel
the exist

in. the North's pn

- The

part P'yongyang's foot-dragging in implemen
But whatever their peculiariti
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uclear power

the NPT

North Koreans' penchant for Secrecyzcould explafn fin

ting NPT provisions,

€s, we believe there is gnod reason
Y scrutinize the . implicatian

ence of the new reactor,
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