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MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION

PARTICIPANTS: ILic., Jorge Palacios Trevifio, Deputy Direchor
of International Organisation Affaivs,
Foreign Seerstariah
T. Frank Criglex, Rirst Secretary, Zmerican
Bnhassy, Mexico, D. F.

BUBJECT: Convarsation with Lic. Jorgs Palacios Treviio

DATE & FLACE: BSeptembesr 5, 1272, Feréign Bacretariat

Homan Rights

As inptructed by the Department in State 184879, I raised
with Lic. Palacios Trevifio the subiect of our Government?s
intergst in the current hpman rights sitvation worldwide.
I told him that the State Department was currently survey-
ing friendly govermments around the world to leamn their
views (a) with respect to the state of progress toward
achieving human rights obijsctives and {b) with regard to
cooperabive measures that wmight be taken to stimalate

further progress. ’

I added that the Department’s interest in this matber .
wag shimulated by the declaration of "the sense of Congress?
in the most recent Foralgn Aild Authorization bhill, to the
effent that the President should not extend ecopomic or
military agsistance to countries which incarcerate thedir
gitizens.for political reagons.

Palacilos perked up immediately at my mention of the Cone
grasaional declaration and said he assumed what the Embassy
vanted was a statement of the current human rights situation
within Merieco. I insisted that this was not at all what

we wanted, that there was no intention on our part whak~
evaer to meddls in Mexico's internal affadrs, buk that we
pinply wished ¢o cooperate and conszult with the Mexican
Government on means by which other nationa might be eancour-
aged to pay greater attention to human rights valves.

I z2244 he was no donbt aware that certain flagrant situa-

wtions in other gountries had attrached the attention of

the U5 Congross and prompted its declaration. :
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Palacins #sid he would gopsult up the line Lo aue whethey
the Maxiean Soverngent had any partienlar views on the
human rights guestion that it wishefl &0 QODVEY O Ul

T aaid we would be very grateful.

cuba and the ORE ,

8y way of changing the subject, i mentioned o Palacies
shat I hadl no recent news of OAD developmonts on Cuba and
wondered if he had any. He said he had heard nothing thet
was not published ian the newspapers, hut added he w35
yery interested in newspaper rapprts of softening of the
vg poaition on Cuba and asked ne opinion of thei
ageuraay. 3 t0ld him they certiinly aid not ceincide with
our offinial position as I understood it, and ¥ eseited
that position: any action with respect totsthe sannilons
against Cuba ghould he token by the 088 as a whole, nob
apilaterally hy individual members, and ghonid be pre~
ceeded by thorongh consultation awong 81l O&hS membalS.

Mo change, then, Palaclos gaid, Not substantbially, &
repiled, adding however that I personally saw some graabor
flexzibility now than earlier anft a great emphasis npon
consultation, Palacios recited Mewico's wall~Enown posi-
tion, hased on its juridical obisotions to the b NPH
rosointions, and added Mexloo would sepport any move which
would have the affect juridically of undolng thogse Posd-
lutions, - .

WWW

105 Conferengn
“Fn the iight of vhat I knew t0 he Hexnion's very achive
apnd construotive role at Caracas. T told Palacieos that wa.
nad heen sonswhat surprised at Prosident Echeverria's
gtrong statement that the conference had heen o £xnoaso.
I addad that we 4id not shaye that conelnsion and Rhat oWy
dslegation felt that asubstantinal progress had beon made
togard a definitive agreemant. I asked him why he thonght
vhe President had tahen such a negative view.

Palacion said he thought the Presideni's remazk should

we considerad in relative Lerms, that 1t wap n mabber of
disappointnent o bim personally and that no Hefinitive
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agucements haf been signed dSbpite nay wenkhs of pre-
peratory worki Horeover, leo noked, tho Freaunident'a
extemporaneons amark had heen mode whky a day or so

after the close of the conllovence, Derhaps before the
Prosident bad:bad a chanee to reflech a2k gresher lengih

on itd several achievementm. Palacdos nohed, for ssample,
that Iindeed a .gonsopsus bhad glearly developed re a B0~

nile patrimonial ses, effecidvely sanfibagging the “extrenishg®
who bad unilaterally adopted a 200-nile tarritorial bhoumndary.
He said he thonght that mamy other iksme had reached Fhe
point of agresment buk couldd not be nadled down ankfl =

few closely related topins had been finally jvensd ouk.
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