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ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION

WASHINGTON 25, D.C. ‘\—/

Cctober 19, 1961

Dear Mr., Prasident:

¥isit the Nevada Test 51ite and to fulfill some longestanding speak-
ing engagements =~ I would like to amticipate by & few days my
ususl biweekly report to you which would nomally ba lubmitted to
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i " Since I will be sSWay frm the ¢ity for the next sevaral days -- to
>

you on 'l‘uuday next.

Meeting with w._ngona Labontm Dirtctor

on 'ruudny. Outobnr 17. thﬂ Comigsion spent the full day
wvith its Laboratory Directors from Livermors #nd Los
Alsmos, and ths President of the Sandia Corporation at
Albuquarque, for tha purposss of reviswing cur test program
to date, of discussing tha ralativa sdvantages snd dis-
advantages of conducting tasts i{n the atwesphers, and to
review requirsments for pxsparations for atmosphexic test-
ing, should you £ind it to ba in the national intersst to
authorisze them. It was a most usaful session. I think
that you would be interasted in & vary brief summary of
the impressions wa received.

Atmospheric Testing Should be Remmad:

First, thera was unanimity smong the lLaboratory Directors
that, in the absence of a test ban trasaty with effective

. controls, snd in light of the sizse and scops of the present
Soviet series, and tha tacimical needs for important infor-
mation, tha United States should rasume testing in tha
atcosphere. It is clear that thera is no way to accelerate
our preasent waapons testing prograa substantially without
testing in the atmospheres, While taciniques for under- ‘
ground testing can ba improved -~ sad should bs -« tha coat
in time and funds to excavats, yrepars, maintain, use and
dacontaminate mderground facilities {s lerga in comparisen
with atmospheric testing. In sddition, mmderground testing
is not suitable for tests of certain wsspous systems, for
nany simulated effects tests, and for proof tasts of gertain
stockpile weapous.
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 Uadexgroxmd Testing Should Contince:

1 should 1ike to stress, howver, {f atmasphsric testing
wite to ha rasumed, the Commission smd the Laberatory
Dirsctors feal, nevartheless, that wdargroumd testing
should ba continced. This i fwporimat fer saveral
reasocus: First, there iz dlways tha peswidility «-
however yamote -~ that sgrismsnt wight be rasched with
the Soviat Unlon ts ban thess tests tu mvironmmts which
oxn bs affsstively monitorad (L.e., atmespharic tests),
In such sn svent we night wish ts ssntisae eur dsvalop=
mental testing progran in the indergramd. Secondly,
undarground tests ara net affected by sdverse westher
conditions te the saxe mmuwmmd
thus esrtaia tasts can bs condustad with greatar schedule
relisbility than Lf conductsd in tha stwesphere. Also,
uwadergromd tests caa Do uvassd ¢t emiriduts seimaie and
Plowshare dats, It {x fwportant, thavafays, te eontinns
out wmdsrground progran conserramtly with atmospheric
tasting sud to improve o tschaiquas for tasting in that
woadium, despite the limitations, e.g., size of device, etc.

harie all T
Laboratory Direckers wvas that, initiaily, atssspharic 1/

tests should be eonducted ¥y alr dvep in ths Macific, =~
This is fer tha rasson that westhayr smditisns at ths

mmmnummunuma:wm
unxuummum testing

we 88y, f6F QumRple, |- """ c---ec-cccsn of
total fissten yleid - ghauld be pisced on the first

1/ Jomston Tsiand and Christmss Island areas ars being considered.
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Atoospheri¢ test saries. This would also have ths merit,
in our judgment, of tending to sssurs that emly essantial
dwtu; ware tested, TYhara would be political advantages
as wall. - '

Proof Testing:

Insofar ss proof testing is cuwcernsd, wa bsltieve that,

! while thers mey be nsed to test cartain fairiy large

«  yleld strategic davices, thers ix & rslatively grezter
need to test tacticel muolear weapons and tactical weapons
systams. The vesssaw srve twofold; One, that tha need for
precision in yield 1s grester whara txctical waspons are
involved; sad two, the human alemsnt of sxparience snd
arrer would appssxr to bs more exitical fn ¢snnsction with
their use and dalivery,

Stratery == Pirst 3

Today, Octebsy 19, I mat with the Qensral Adviscry
Comnittes te the Atonic Enargy Soomipaion.. They raiszed -
an interastiag point that X thought I should sall to

your attentiom. Thay suggsst that it wight dagirable

in ths Fecifis ~~ bafora the Russians std thaiy tast
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on Swday, October 29. Iroatesily, then, em Tussday

: last cama Framier Ehrushehev's sonomicement of plans to

! dstonate & 50 megaton davics sm Octeber 31! Aceordingly,
i 1 saticipate & sumber of questiens in this ares. I shail,
) ofmaghwiadbymm:mwm

! White House an Tusadsy concerning the 30 megaton test by

. 1 tha Boviets.

| : Rsspectfully subnitted,
iSigned) Glenn T, Seadorg

| 6lam T. Seaborg

i;! The President

|

The Whits House




