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53= Report furnishes information concerning use of Mexican Army troops to bring
under control student riots which occurred in Mexlco City the week of 29 July 1968.

Information concerning riot control equipment and training of “exlean Army also 1s
furnished. :

.......................................................... AW
1. W

Mexican Army units stationed in Mexico City were utilized to assist police i {_&
and riot police (Granaderos) in breaking up student riots which got out of control oh}‘DO
in Mexico City™during the week commencing 29 July 1968. Troops were first used at (\.QC" Oy
about 0030 hours, 30 July, when the Paratroop Battalion and elements of The Infantry|_ A 0{?1
Brigade, stationed at Military Camp Number 1 in Mexico City, dispersed rioting ] ’Q
students in Mexico City's central square (Zocalo) in a sharp action that lasted only Dol
about 30 minutes. Groups of students, including many in their early teens, gatherediq 0 O ©
during the day of 29 July and violence began in the city's central area about 2100. ..--»-l‘?ﬂ
Students threw stones and Molotov cocktails and set fire to buses which they had
confiscated earlier and used to barricade streets.. Federal and district police,
federal security police, secret service and the Corps of Granaderos, using tear gas
and night sticks, gave battle to the students, but were unahle to control the
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situation. Students barrieaded themselves in several buildings, mostly schools, in [fTeve Sta

the area and there was talk of them raiding nearby efvilian armories to obtain arms.

Assistance. of Army troops was requested by Mexdco City Mayor Alfonso Cotona dael

Rosal. :

CONTIMUATION SHEET

J:'iﬁ' '

2. (U) After the skirmish in the Zoealn, in which Army troops used fixed bayonets
and armored recon veliicles, students were reuted from schools in the ares, and the
buildings and grounds were cccupled by soldiers. A bazooka was used to hlast the
door of a school where some students had barrieaded themselves,

3. (0) During 30 July, student disorders continued, but in scattered locations

and fnvolving emall groups of students who commandeered buses and used them to

bleck streets and to attempt te reach dowvmtown Mexdico City. Troops and police were
transported around the city to locations whare trouble appeared to be brewing. Late
in the day, most of the troops were returned to their barracks where they remained
on the alert. The Secretary of Defense, Lt Gen Mareelins Carcia Barregan {ssued a
public atatement, declaring that the military was resdy "to repel any agression” and
would act "with all energy and force necessary”. Troops feund 300 Molotow cocktails|
250 liters of gas and many empty bottles; plus knives, stones and chains in the
buildings frem which students were dislodged. One rifle alsn reportedly was con-
fiecated. e ;

i. (U} Student representatives met with Mayor Corcna del Rosal on 20 July and
presented seven demsnds, hs follows:

2. Removal from jobs of Federal District Police Chief (Avuy Lt Cen Luis Cuato
Ramirez) end his assistant,

b. Firing of EEE:& fespnnsibln for injuries to stedents and damage to facili-
ties at Vocatdcnal Sechool #5.

q@inn+_ Payment né lndemnity to students injured.
d. .Ghanges in laq.peztaining to intervention of authorities during disorders.
e, Destruction of police dossfers cpened on students arrested.
f. Release of . détained students,
g: Immediate ?ithdrnwal of poliee and federal troops from all school properties|

5.7 (U3 Om 3] July 1968, about 20,000 National University (UNAM) etudents, led by
the rector, Javier Barros Sierra, held an orderly meeting an the university grounds
to protest the violation by police and troops of the university's autonomy. (Ho
police or troops actually occupled the university's buildings or grounds in the
southern part of Mexico City, but did occupy sewveral schools affiliated with the
univereity im the center of the elty.) During the demonstration, a tumber of Army
reconnalssance vehicles appeared at the Zocalo inm the penter of town, but left efter
& few minutes when word was received thar the students were to remain at the
miveraity. During the day, Army troops were withdrawn from all but two echoole.
Military patrols were continued in troubled areas and helicopters were used to spot
potential trouble spots. Also on 31 July, the mayor respended to the demands sub-
mitted by student representatives tha preceding day. Through a spokesman, the mayor
granted five of the seven demands and promised to take under study the Temaining
two. It was premised that detained students would be relessed, unless they had
broken the law; that troops and police would be withdrawvn from all schools; that
police dossiers would noc be opened on students detained unless they had comnitted

a erime; and that indemmity payments would be made to injured students where investi
gation indicated such pavment was Justified. It also was promised that studant
ideas regarding changes in regulations and lawvs pertaining to intervention fn dis-
orders would be considered. Taken under study by the mayor was the dischargse of

the poliee chief and hig asslstant, and the firing of those responsible for infuries
to students and damage to facilicies at Vocatignzl School #5.
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6. (U) On 1 August 1968, &n estirared 40,000 students (som: ectimates of partiei-
pants went as high as 85,000) held a demonstration and march, sgain led by the
rector, from the THAM grounds up Ingurgentes Avenue several kilometers, and then
cireling back to the campus. HMost of the students were from THAM, but they were -
Joined by students and faculty membars from the National Polytechnic Imstitute (IFN)
and severzl other schools, Purpase of the march again was to protest violation of .
autonomy of Mexdican educatfonal institutions, md to demand relsase of students
detained during the riots. ' There had been reports that the students might extend .
their march to the city's center, and Army troops were statdoned at the Zocalo and.
at a "prudent” distamce (abhout 1 kdlometer) from theé 1ine of march.  When the march
and dememstration ended peacefully, the Secratary. of Defense issued a statement cop-
gratulating the students. Heavy rains sosked the march participants. During the
day of 1 August, all Army personnel and police were vithdrawm from the last two '
schools they had beefi occupying. During the night, there was meattered diporder in
the dowmtown area. . Several thousand students gathered at the Monument -to the
Revolution after thé 'THAM march, but riot police and Army troops en the moenc E
deterred any violence, )
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T From 1-13 August, the sftuation was relatively quiet Hut volatile, with
' jnevspaper exchange of charges and countercharges. This often imvelved the placing
-§of large newspaper advertisements {up to full-page in size). The official govern-
ment line seemed to be to blame the disorders on "foreign" influences, particularly
Jon_leftigrs, cormunisté ana- Trotskyites. President Gustavo Dias Ordaz;, visiting the
‘|States of Colima and Jalisco, ‘Wwas out of Hexdco City during the violenca. 0On 1
‘JAugust, he made a plea for mational uity in o speech at the Mextcan Afr Forca's
Adr College near Gudalajara, wheras he was attending graduation exercises. . This . -
‘|proupted a rash of mevspaper ads, many full-page, -paid for by govermmental entities
and organizations,. sifporting the president. (Secretary of Defense Lt Gen Gareis -
Barragan ‘had been.sfheduled to accompeny the presidential party during the visit,
but cancélled out’at ‘the lsat minute, undoubtedly. dué to the student situarion.)
On® A t; Miyor Corona dal Rosal- propesed that a jodnt comuission, compoged of
poverimental, student and faculty representatives, he ‘established to investigats
‘Jthe various chairges ‘and versions of what had happened and who was ta blame, to
include rimors of student deaths durdpg the violence. Student reaction te thie was
frized, with some adhering to their demands for the firing of the police chief and
his assistant. “They called for a student strike until their demands vere met, and,
clazges-at THAM and: TP eontinued suspended. The CIA and FEI even drew the blame of
the Federation of Teéchnical Students, who charged that some faculty members and
students were-agitating under orders from these two U.8. agencfes, and that "persons
allied' to the agencies wére trying to institute a "military dictatorship to serve
0.8+ Hﬂi_iﬂnu _‘____'- i (o .._\.. b '

8. (U) The situstion reached a new climax during the late afterncon and esrly
evening of 13 August®when thousands of studente (estimates ranged up to 180,000 with
the best average appearing to be hetween 20,000 and 100,000) ataped a protest demon-
straticn through Mexico City's downtdwn streets, ending at the Zocalo where gpeeches
were heard. Although noisy, the demonstration was without incident snd ended with a
display of the Hexdichn flag and sinpging of the national enthem. Obviously under
rders, police were stsent from tha etreets (but were alerted and ready for action).
Students participating were from the Fational Pelytechnic Institute (IPX), Hational
niversity (UNAM), the Normal fcheol, and the Chapinge Sehiool of Aprdiculture.

mbets of the facultdies led the contingents from each school. Flacards carried by
the students praised Cuba and Che Guevera and denowneed the police, Granaderos,
exice City officials and even President Diaz Ordaz.
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On 16 August 1948,
v said that the Mexdean Atmy had no function
wgust demenstration (but units in Mexico City had been

+ He said that no official permission had been cranted for the student mareh
the day before. When asked what the students might do next, he replied that na
ne kmew, but "maybe they will Just gray on strike". Also en 14 August, at least cne
xico City Spanish-language daily newspaper carried a front-page interview with
Secretary of Defense Lt Gen Gareia Darragan, in which he was quoted ag sayine that

HEMLACCS DA FOMw I048:%, | Ape an

DD 2*.1396¢



crARTMENT OF DEFENSE INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION ‘REPORT

CONTINUATION SHEET

4 . 3 (CTas el cmtbon snd Contrl Markinga)

Mexdeo's small £orce was. an "ermy of peace", and had nothing against any group of (Eeave Hiark)

; i_:gdividual in the country, espeeially the students. He gaid that moet members of ; b
the Army had children who were students, many of whom attended IPN and THAM, Aoty

% -110. m While ‘the MéxicaniArmy did not become involved in eouttering the riots .
«i funtil the week of 29 July,. 'the student difficulties were traced bacl: into the
cu |preceding week, -On 22-gnd 23 July, ‘elashes betveen students of twe IPN preparatory
= |schools and a private scheol brought dintervention by regular police and riot police
and student 5:I1arges_'cf_police brutality, The Yational Federation of Techafeal
Studente (FWET).redeived permission to hold a demonstration on 26 July to protest
“*lpolice methods.  Leftist’elements attempted to deflect the march away from its
-fplanned course to the clty's central square (Zcealo). The march searted to get out
% [of hand when the FRET group was met by a smaller gEroup of communists and leftists ¢
.o feelebrating, the anniversary of Castro's "26ch of July Hovement". The redicals
“lsucceeded ip redirecting the march towards the Zocalo and enrouta huses were com-
i |mandeered, windows broken and et0%es looted. Police and riot police -arrested many,
including Mexican Communist Party (PCH) mesbers. Police alse raided PoM head-
quarters and -the party's newspaper, La Voz de Mexico, confiscating files and
propaganda. - July 27 and 23 wera relatively quiet, but 29 July brought more violence
and, ultimately,-the intervention. by Army treops at the mayer's request, s

Iy

1. jﬂ It is imposedible to obtain an accurate estimate of the mumbers of students
involved in the actial violence. Tast estimate for the 26 July disorder is about

< 03,000, with poesibly an equal number in the 20-30 July disorder. (The subsequant
+, |peaceful demonstrations at UNAM included estimated 20,000 and 40,000 participants
<. fand “the 13 Aupust dewntown demonstration 80,000, Muring the pericd of disorders,
* |estimates of nymber ‘of persons detained went as high as 1,600, many of whom were
subsequently released; many of those detdined were mom-students -and, reportedly, a
© fnumber of forelgnersi™ | received reports
Jthst there waz . four! gbudents k11led and about 200 wou - Students claim that up
td 48 were killed ™ Theré has been no public confirmation of any fatalities, and =11
gﬁ‘&@.‘mﬂut officlale eontinue to deny emphatically that there were any deaths.

o)

b JeoMMENTS : e

r 1. {‘ﬂ By ell accounts, the Mexlcan military performed creditably in helping to
quell the disorders. The main engagement involving troops was during the night of
28-30 July when they _a:‘s.persed students in the Zocalo in a eclash lasting only about
30 minutes. Some eye-Witness accounts indicate they may have acted a 1ittle too
firnly, and 1t {is apparent that, once deployed, they acted with little hesitaticn.
|There hag been little press criticism of the military's role in the riots and the

- §students have selectad the Cranaderos (riot police) and regular police for most of
thelr anger. P'f:l‘h'ate*qnlzi:nent of "over-reaction" by the Army has been henard, however.

troops !
under the command of Drig Gen Crisofore Mazon
ineda, whose regular asslgnment is Cormunding General of the Infantry Brigade.
Second in command of the Task Force was Erig Gen Maric Ballestaros Frieto, regularly
dssipned as Chief of Staff of the Secretariat of Haticnal Nefense. Military
reraonnel assdgned to Defence Headquarters and units 4n the Maxieo City area were
PUt on full slert (restricted to offices and Inetallations) on 29 July., This yas
dropped to a partial alert an 7 August and this condition remains in effect as of
the date of this report.

3 w _ received a report Irnn*._—-_]'whc- visited

feapuleo durdng the'week of 5§ August 1968 in cormection wich 0lympic matters
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n Yavy officers there indicated con-

indicating that casual conversation with lexica (Leava Blank)§

siderable support for ndent. by ci 3 some criticism of their harsh
rreatment. Towever, o !

instructor at the Mex ) ! “In-Mexico City, reports that hileA FOIA B1
conversations with Army and Alr Force offilcers at the college indicates full support
for the government action and use of troops. One Mexican officer at the War College
ho has a relative assigned as a platoon leader in one of the units used to comtrol
the student situation, related that this relative told him the following storv: The
young officer's platoon was assigned to duty at one of the schools where students
vore demonstrating. The soldiers were standing on guard duty surrounding the school
and were subjected to considerable name-calling and taunting by the students, some
of whom spat on the soldiers. Fimally, a superior officer came around to the school
and issued instructions to the platoon leader to straighten the mattexr out.
Immediately, the soldiers went into action and dispersed the students, many of whom
they apprehended. These were taken inside the school building (out of sight from
the public) where they were then subjected by the soldiers to the hazing that
gtudents at the Military Academy (Heroico Academia !3litar) receive. DIA FOIA B1

4, =483= Participatio:
di

Task Force headed by Brig Gen Mazon Pineda reported directly to the S cretariat of
Defense, and did not come under the command or direction of the Mexico City Chief of
Police (as had been larpely assumed to be the case). HNe said that the Avmy had
responded to the mayor's réquest for assistance and he stressed (the official goyernd
ment line) that there had been no deaths. UYe said that all persoms taken into DIA FOIA B1
custody by the military were curned over as soon as possible to civil authorities.
A1l troops used were from the Mexico City area. ¢ ag he saw it, the
police and Army troops did mot violate the "autonomy” of the educational institu-
tions, but had really protected it, since the schools were heing "victimized" by
outside agitators. He sald that the intent of autonomy was to guarantee freedom

of jnstruction and exposure of students to all current theorles and teachings, but T,
not*to give a free hand to leftists agitators who had ulterior motives. Asled about ct
riot control equipment and training, that tlie Military Police b
pattalion (assigned to the lst Milltary Zone) had suc equipment similar to that of ( )(1)
the Granaderos (tear gds grenades, grenade launchers, gas masks and long "billy

clubs"). Also, the MP Battalion received special training on riot control. Xo ,
other Mexican Army units have any special riot control equipment, but all units do -

receive "some® riof control training. (This is believed to consist of little more -0
than normal baslc training of the soldler in extended order drill and use of the “rl
bayoher,.) o DIA FOIA B1 i -

5, =@y=A Mexlcan Army office e *.stated at a )
social function on : that the Mexican Government has "fairly-well established'| -
that the student riots were planded by "leftists and communlsts™ who wanted to bring C

"3iscredit" on Mexico City shortly before the Olympic Games scheduled to start in
October 1968. Reflecting growing concern of Mexlcan authorities concerning possible
further disorders during or before the Qlympics g
i vigdited
piot control. (An expedited requisition has been

Iﬁg materi {ect

dispatched.)

6. 89 If the joint commission proposed by the mayor (or any other authoritative R
body) establishes that there were in fact a number of student deaths and/or that .
the Granaderos and/or Army units were overly brutal, there may be further reper- ..
cussions. Tollowing the large 13 August demonstration and march, further student R
action can only be guesswork. It is believed that continued demonstrations, and ’ ¥ U
“Iparticularly any further violence, will endanger the success of the Olympics. R

7. 6= Attached to this report is a selection of photographs appearing in Mexlco
City newspapers showing Army troops and Granaderos "in action" during the riots. A
gtudy of the photos shows the soldiers with only thedr normal helmets, rifles and
bayonets, while the'Granaderos have gas masks, tear gas grenade launchers and billy

“fclubs. ) , .
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