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HEHORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT ]
SUBJECT: Implicatlons of Hajor Reéductlons [n Strategic Hucleer forcas

The attached paper responds to your request foc an ecarly, quick
analysis of the {mpllications of mucual US a:d Soviet reductions ia
the aumber of strategic nuclear dellivery venicles to 200-250.

This paper was prepared ln coajunction with the Jolat Staff and
analysts in ISA, but has not been discuised with other elemaats {a
Dal.

A number of concerns, soma but not all of which have been {ncluded
in the papee, have been valced durlng {ts deafting. Because It I3
important to underscore that some believe it s unproductive to give
seriocus attention to such levels, even as goals, { meation these con+
cerns as follows:

-~ Such a level would require a fundamental change in US policy.
Some regacrd It as 3o unrcallstic as to.be counter—productlve to achieving
the practical, and yet far-reachlng, messures which may not be possibie
in SALT.

-~ Such a level would require almost total reliance on retatiaticn
against population and industry to deter attack.

== At such levels, there would be great potentlial payoffs to
violating linits, covertly deploying ASMs {(or upgyrading air defense
missiles), crhancing civil defense, or concentrating defenses an the
limited nunbers of offensive vehicles permitted.

1 want ta emphasizc that the paper is not a discussion of a potential
SALT positicn and has not bean prepared through foD SALT processes.
{Analysis of reductinns possibilities for SALT is procesdiag as part
cf the PEM-uSC-2 szudy.} Rather, it is an effort == shacply conscraincd

Sv ths very short decadline -- to examine the implicacions of a hypothetical
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