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TAGS: MNUC, TECH, CH, US

SUBJECT: CHINESE NUCLEAR EXPLOSION
REF: STATE 282457
1. C - ENTIRE TEXT.

2. POINTS CITED IN REFTEL WERE MADE TO MFA’'S JI CHAOZHOU,
DEPUTY DIRECTOR AMERICAN AND OCEANIAN AFFAIRS, BY E/C
COUNSELOR ON SEPTEMBER 24.
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3. 1IN RESPONDING TO THE USG’S POSITION, JI MADE THE FOLLOWING
POINTED:

1) NUCLEAR TESTING IS ESSENTIAL TO CHINA'S NATIONAL
DEFENSE AND WILL CONTINUE AS LONG AS IT REMAINS NECESSARY.
HOWEVER, THE CHINESE WILL CONDUCT ONLY THE MINIMUM NUMBER
OF NUCLEAR TESTS CONSISTENT WITH NATIOAL DEFENSE REQUIRE-
MENTS AND WILL EXERT THEIR BEST EFFORTS TO CONTROL THE




AMOUNT OF ATMOSPHERIC NUCLEAR RADIATION TO A MINIMUM.

2) CHINA HAS NOT YET DEVELOPED AN UNDERGROUND

NUCLEAR TEST CAPACITY AND SO MUST CONTINUE WITH ATMOS-
PHERIC TESTING. UNTIL SUCH TIME AS UNDERGROUND TESTS
ARE FEASIBLE IN CHINA, THE PRC WILL NOT BE OBLIGATED BY
BILATERAL OR MULTILATERAL AGREEMENTS ON ATMOSPHERIC TESTING.

3) CHINA REGRETS THAT SEVERAL AIRCRAFT

WERE EXPLOSED TO ATMOSPHERIC DEBRIS FROM ITS TEST, BUT
UNDERSTANDS THAT THE RADIATION LEVELS WERE SO LOW IN

BOTH THE US AND WESTERN EUROPE AS TO NOT BE A HEALTH AND SAFETY
DANGER.

4. E/C COUNSELOR ASKED IF, IN THE FUTURE, :CHINA WOULD
BE PREPARED TO ISSUE AN INTERNATIONAL NOTICE TO AIRMEN

SO THAT POSSIBLE AREAS OF ATMOSPHERIC RADIATION COULD

BE AVOIDED ON FUTURE ATMOSPHERIC TESTS. JI RESPONDED THAT
HE WOULD DISCUSS THIS ISSUE WITH HIS SUPERIORS.
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