"OUTGOING TELEERAM DEF

Ll

ll

.

DHHAS&HEB

‘BB REL

DEPARTMENT OF STATE . [
‘ XR _DEF 1@%1

FORM DS 322{0CR} . [ZRIRT3 21207
— ﬂm__l.aauauz;;uu 23 L ROGERS "

Nt Lo L

SECRET T

B e .";".-‘I- " g
PECIAL L.,.J-‘\K‘..I.. )
R o R e T o
’ .
(] B |

EURfFBx MR- yBEiéEL{SUBS} 'u"\a s
~]

PIS/AE:S ABWETHKO / DS

INRFREG-MR. MONK{SUBSH "
ARA/LAZEP/P-MR. FRECHETTE{SUBS}

EA/RA-CAPT WARREN{SUBS}
EA/PRCH nRQIH%ﬂﬁeR - CLEARANGCES

ey ; .rwﬁ%&%ﬁs@ - 'i"'&% . ‘,

R T T R e T e (s Ttk T

mm_%“ — Jﬁ.m

G - ‘ wE Fuie __‘ , EEUAR O R R L _. ;__.... ox) A

E.0. 11b52: XGDS1 S ABR
TAGS: PARM. FR. CH —trreer—
SUBJECT: FRENCH AND CHINESE NUCLEAR TESTING s
BETGE Ly
RE CHE T T}
ARREN

ROMBERE!

REF: LIMA 1280

1. INFORMATION AVAILABLE HERE INDICATES FRENCH ARE PLAN-
NING THREE OR FOUR LOW-YIELD TESTS IN ATMOSPHERE FOR THEIR
1973 PACIFIC TEST SERIES. FRENCH HOPE TO AVOID PROBLEM OF
OBJECTIONS BY PACIFIC COAST STATES BY CONDUCTING TESTS
{AS IN 1972} WITH NO ANNOUNCEMENT EITHER OF INDIVIDUAL
SHOTS OR OF SERIES EITHER DURING OR AFTER COMPLETION.
THERE HAVE ALSO BEEN INDICATIONS OF INTEREST AMONG SOME IN )
THE GOF IN MOVING TOWARD UNDERGROUND TESTING. ISLAND OF s =
EIAO. IN MARQUESAS. IS REPORTED TO HAVE BEEN O0BJECT OF
INTENSIVE GEOLOGICAL INVESTIGATION FOR USE AS UNDERGROUND
TEST SITE. BUT THERE ARE _NO INDICATIONS OF PREPARATIONS
FOR TESTS THERE THIS YEAR. FYI: ADDITIONAL COSTS FOR
FRENCH GOING TO UNDERGROUND TESTING ARE ESTIMATED TO BE 10
TO 20 TIMES FIGURE QUOTED REFTEL. END FYI. IF FRENCH
AMBASSADORYS COMMENTS REFLECT A FIRM GOF DECISION TO MOVE
EEHEDIATELY TO UNDERGROUND TESTING FURTHER INFORMATION ON
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IS WOULD BE MOST USEFUL TO USG. DEPARTMENT WOULD
PRECIATE ANY COMMENTS PARIS MAY HAVE ON THIS.
L]

2. THERE IS APPARENTLY SOME CONFUSION REGARDING CHINESE
INTENTIONS. ANY PRC DECISION TO AVOID D®FURTHER ATMOS-

“YPHERIC TESTING WOULD CARRY INTERESTIHG IMPLICATIONS FOR ITS
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'STAND ON THE LIMITED TEST BAN TREATY. HOWEVER~ WE HAVE NO
INDICATION OF A CHANGE IN PRC STAND ON EITHER THE NON-
PROLIFERATION TREATY OR THE LIMITED TEST BAN TREATY.
'CLARIFICATION OF CANADIAN INFORMATION WOULD BE HELPFUL. Wy
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