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YEMORANDUYM for Xr. Dean.

The President read the attached memorandum yesterday,
about noon. He was very appreciative of our getting it to him.
Fe did not vant to retain it; nor did he wish a copy. I had the
impression that he anticipates we will report at the end of the
Operation in more detail.

I would suggest keeping only one copy of this memorandum,
if any. Do you wish to keep it in your files, or should I keep it? ~
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The Atomic Energy Comrnission vwishes to report that at 0715

Kovember 1 (1415 October 31, Washington time), the first full scale
hermonuclear experimzsnt was conducted successfully at Eniwetok. You

will recall that we discussed certain esps3ts of this operation with

you on June 30, at wnich tire Dr. Worris B. Bradbury, Director of the

Los Alsros Scientifio Laboratory, described this partioular experiment

in some deteil for you,

Fron early end incomplete evaluation of results, the yield is
estimated roughly to have been more than 6 megatons, possibly as high as
12 regatons; that is, 8 to 12 million tons of TKT equivalent, In compari-
son with atomic bombs of the Hiroshima type, this is egual %o some 50 to
76 in tsrzs of destructive effect.

If the rore presise and lengt ay nsthods of measuring yield,
which are now in proc ss, confirm the abaove yleld, the detonation exceeds
vrhat we had snticipated. Ve are confident even now, however, that the
principles of
the rscent discoveries That opense ¢ v.ay accelsrated thermonuclear
effort, can be applied in full scale devices,

The shot island Fugelab is missing, end where it was there is
now an underwater crater of some 1500 yards in diemstaer,.

¥o significant fall-out of radiocactive contamination occurred.
As a precaubtion against fell-out, Joint Task Force 132 had evacuated
zniwetok A+toll for the shot. They expect to retwn % the atoll today.

Tnfortunately, during the cloud sampling operation one aircraft,
" Tanm F~84-G, end pilot, were lost in Eniwstok Lagzoon. Otherwise the
© principal operational missions were conducted without incideant and
N ~as planned, -

b

D7 < Gur present plan calls for the conduct of the second end final
detond tion of this opsration not earlisr then November 11, Eniwetok tlme.
Actual ‘conditions ercountered on reentry to Eniwetok may, of course; -
cause “eglay beyond this date. This detonation will be a proof-test

of :a one-helf mezaton fission bozdb dropped from a B-36 aireraft.
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