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Secretary called in Harman Dec 9 stated matter has come up sbout which we

are very disturbed and wish to speak frankly in the manner in vwhich Israeli ar{d we
EMBTEL e

accustomed deal with each other. Secretary read EMFEEL 486. This was first

US heard of such large research reactor. Desc.ri};)tion' this research reactor

not rpt not consistent with information concerning large nuclear installation \Q

Y

which Israeli have never mentioned to us but concerning which increasingly

G

amount of information including photographs has recently been received. @)\
Secretary showed Harman photographs of installation south of Beersheba. §"
Pointed out over-all scope of installation, diameter containment building ~
and capacity power lines far in excess research reactor requirements and '9(0
could serve reactor of 10 times size that mentioned URTEL 486. Such reactor )
would produce sufficient plutonium annually make several atomic bombs. &

Obvious inconsistenfcy between xha sbove information and projected
Israeliannouncement gives us great concern. Installation this apparent
size would cost on order $30 million and has not been mentioned in recent

discussions Israeli economic development plans and possible US finencial
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[—ggsistance. Knowledge of potential ngg%eaﬁ;weapons capacity would have very —-1
affec
disturbing impact on Middle East amié%:ﬁxx US interests as well as those Israeli

themselves. We would be much relieved learn account in'§£§§EL§86 is accurate and
, program announcement .

reflects extent Israeli atomic progrem. If/inaccurate or only partial)y account
1 we fear will!s£imulate intexst and comment. Pointed out US scientisﬁs and in-

dustrial representatives have recently noted scale and highsscrecy of Israeli

atomic program as well as French involvement in large scale reactor construction.

Thus speculations real objectives and scope of Israeli program are increasingly

widespread and may bring question into open.

Secretary reiterated US hopes information communicated can be'explained
in open and satisfaciory way which will remove bases for concern and that our
desire is to explore matter directly and frankly in order avoid misunderstanding.

Harman disclaimed’knowledge of facts and stated he would report US concern

and questions to his Government and request urgent advice.

Secretary subsequently informed UK and French Embassies of general tenor

E’x‘e%&cf;rSg,i’ 4
ke 'fsa{lmdm;(nould relay Secretary's

()

his conversation with Harman.

concern and seek information from Paris.
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response to Mr, Cumming's
initiative with the concurrence i~
of S/AE - Mr. Courtney. -
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Memorandum of the Secretary's
Conversation ol December 9 with
the Israeli Ambassador re the
PaTlestine Concliiation Comission

vH90 —Md

The subject memorandum (Tab A) 1s
submitted for approvael prior to distribution.
This memorandum 1s not deemed suitable forth
distribution to CIA. &

’ﬂ

S/AE - Mr. Farley believes that no Tﬁ

formal memorandum of conversation is \
required on the question of the Israeli

reactor, which was also discussed at this g -

meeting, in light of the reporting telegram™>
to Tel Aviv (Tab B). {

0

Approve R\< Q;\

Qe

Disapprove

A

Emory €. Swank
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