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SUBJECT: ARTI0QUIA CONGRESSMAN ON GUERRILLA AND PARAMILITARY
VIOLENCE

REF: BOGOTA 3368
1. () CLASSIFIED BY POL/ECONOFF PEC WILLINGHAH. REASON 1.5().

2, (D) SUMMARY: POL/ECONOFF MET APRIL 23 WITH CONSERVAT IVE
CONGRESSHAN JORGE ALVEIRO VALENCIA» WHO DECRIED HIS FELLOW
REPRESENTATIVES FOR FAILING TO TAKE THEIR LEGISLATIVE WORK
SERIOUSLY. HE ALSO DESCRIBED A BIRE SECURITY SITUATION IN RURAL
EASTERN ANTIOQUIA. THE MILITARY AND GUERRILLAS TEND TO AVOID
DIRECT CONFRONTATIONS WITH EACH OTHER: PARAMILITARIES STEP {NTO THE
BREACH, KILLING INNOGERT CIVILIANS IN THEIR WAKE. VALENCIA SAID
SOHE CONVIVIRS PROVIDE INFORMATION TO PARAMILITARIES BECAUSE THE
LATTER WILL TAKE ACTION MORE OFTEN THAN THE HILITARY. PROSEGUTORS
ARE REPORTEDLY IKTINIDATED INYO FREEING ARRESTED GUERRILLAS. LIKE
HARY COLOMBIANS, HE PRAISED PRESIDENT FUJINORI’S SUCCESSFUL
DECISION TO RESCUE THE HOSTAGES AT THE JAPANESE EMBASSY. EMD
SUMKARY.

3. (G} POL/ECONOFF AND POLITICAL FSN HET APRIL 23 WITH
CONSERVATIVE CONGRESSHAN JORGE ALVE{RO VALENCIA CARDONA OF
ANTIOQUIA AT THE LATTER'S REQUEST. VALENGIA- A DENTIST AND
RANGHER: 1S A “SUPLENTE" (ALTERNATE) FOR ANOTHER CONSERVATIVE
CONGRESSMAN, JUAN |GHACIO CASTRILLON ROLDAN. A NEWCOMER WHO IS
CHLY SERVING DURING THE CURRENT LEGISLATIVE PERIOD {MARCH 16-JUNE -
28+ VALENCIA HAD SOMEWHAT OF A “MR. SMITH GOES TO MASHINGTON

REACTION TO THE VAGARIES OF THE COLOMBIAN CONGRESS. HE DECRIED HIS
COLLEAGUES’ HABITUAL ABSENTEEISH AND SRiD HE WAS SO DISGUSTED BY
THEIR LACK OF SERIOUSNESS THAT HE WAS TEMFTED 70 RETURN HOME TO
ANTIOQUIA BEFORE THE END OF THE SESSiOM

4. {C) VALENCIA HAD BEEN A GUEST TNO WEEKS PREVIOUSLY AT AN
ENMBASSY-HOSTED RECEPTION FOR MENBERS OF CONGRESS. AND SAID HE HAD
BEEN IMPRESSED BY THE DEPTH OF VAR|OUS EMBOFFS’ KNOWLEDGE OF THE
DETERIORATING SECURITY SllgﬂTlON IN COLOMBYA. HL CRITICIZED RIS
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FELLOW LEGISLATORS FOR "HEVER LEAVING BOGOTA™ OR THEIR DEPARTHENTAL
CAPITAL CITIES, RDDING THAT "THEY HAVE MO IDEA HOW BAD THE VIOLENCE
15 1N RURAL AREAS.”  FOR THE MEXT NIKETY KINUTES: VALENCIA
{STRICTLY PROTECT) RECOUNTED HIS PERSONAL EXPERIENCES AS & RURAL
LANDOKNER AND COKNUNITY LEADER, DESCRIBING BEING KIDNAPPED BY BOTH
GUERRILLAS AND PARAMILITARIES. SEVERAL TIMES DURING THE MEETING,
HE URGED POLOFF AND FSN HOT 7O REVEAL WHAT HE WAS SAYING, SINGE HIS
CANDOR WAS "RiSKY.”

S, (C} VALERCIA SAID THAT RURAL SECURITY COOPERATIVES (CONVIVIRS)
ARE SUPPOSED TO PROVIDE INTELLIGENCE TO THE ARMED FORCES. HOMEVER:
THIS PROCESS DOES NOT REALLY WORK: HE DECLARED. AND SOME CONVIVIRS
REPORTEDLY HOW PASS [HFORMATION TO PARAKILITARY GROUPS JHSTEAD.
WHEN POLOFF ASKED HIM TO EXPLAIN: VALENCIA STATED THAT IF A
CONVIVIR TELLS THE ARMED FORCES ABOUT A SUSPECTED GUERRILLA IN
THEIR COMMURITY AND THE ARMED FORCES ARREST THIS INDIVIDUAL AND
TURN HIH QUER TO A REGIONAL PROSECUTOR» OTHER GUERRILLAS THREATEN
THE PROSECUTOR'S LIFE OR INTIMIDATE COMNUNITY RESIDENTS INTO
SIGHING A PETITION TO SECURE THE GUERRILLA'S RELEASE. AFTER A
HHILE: VALENCIA SAID, CONVIVIRS CONCLUDE THAT THERE IS NO POINT 1§
ASKING THE ARHED FORGES TO TAKE ACTION AGAINST GUERRILLAS. HE SAID
THAT WHEN HE TOLD THE COMMANDER OF THE HEAREST ARMY BASE ABOUT A

NEARBY GUERRILLA ROADBLOCK, THE OFFICER REPLIED THAT HE WOULD HOT
SEEK A CONFRONTATION WITH THE GUERRILLAS BECAUSE IF ANY WERE
KILLED: THE OFF ICER RKD HIS TROOPS OULD FACE SANGTIONS FOR
VIOLATING KUMAN RIGHTS.

6. (G} VALENCIA REPORTED THAT LOCAL LANDOWNERS: DISGUSTED WiTR
GUERRILLAS’ CONSTANT SHAKEDOWNS: THREATS; AMD KIDNAPPING ATTENPTS
ARD FRUSTRATED BY THE MILITARY'S SEEMING PARALYSIS: SEE KO
ALTERHATIVE BUT TO HIRE PARAKIL[TARIES TO PROTECT THEM. “EVERYONE
PAYS:* VALENGIA DECLARED, HE SAID THAT HE PERSONALLY KNOXS OF AT
LEAST ONE INCIDENT N WHICH THE MILITARY [N HIS DISTRICT (MACEQ AND
SAN ROQUE IN EASTERN ANTI0QUIA) COLLABORATED BY ABANDONING
CHECKPOINTS TO ALLOW CARLOADS OF ARNED PARANILITARIES T0 PASS BY
URHINDERED. “THEY LOOK THE OTHER WAY," VALENCIA ASSERTED.
HOWEVER, HE WAS UNAARE OF MORE CONCRETE COOPERATION BETWEEN
PARAMILITARIES AND LOCAL MILITARY UNITS, VALENCIA DECLARED THAT
HOST PEOPLE WANT T0 SEE THE GUERRILLAS’ DEFEAT AND DO HOT CARE IF
THIS IS ACCOMPLISHED BY THE ARMED FORCES: PARAMILITARIES, “OR AN
ATOMIC BOMB." POLOFE ASKED IF MARCOTRAFFICKERS IN THE REGION
FINANGE THE PARAMILITARIES. VALENCIA REPLIED THAT THEY PROBABLY
DID, ADDING THAT MOST PEQPLE WITR PROPERTY TG DEFEHD: NO MATTER
WHAT THE SOURCE OF THEIR WEALTH., TENDED TO SUPPORT PARAMILITARIES,

7. (G} VALENCIA SAID HE WAS KIDNAPPED SEVERAL YEARS AGO FOR A
WEEK BY GUERRILLAS. THE LATTER DID NOT DEMAND A RANSOM: BUT RATHER
HELD VALENCIA MRILE THEY "INVESTIGATED® A LOCAL DISPUTE IN WHICH HE
RAD BEEN INVOLVED. AT THE END OF THE WEEK, THE GUERRILLA COMMANDER
RELEASED VALENCIA, SAYING RE HAD BEEN “CLEARED." -HOWEVER: THE
GUERRILLA CONTINVED, SOMEONE ELSE IN THE TOWN WOULD BE PUNISHED FOR

“SPREADING RUMORS AND GOSSIP™ RELATED T0 THE DISPUTE. THE
FOLLOVING DAY, ONE OF VALENCIA’S  HEIGHBORS WAS HURDERED, AND A
GUERRILLA SUBSEQUENTLY ENFORKED VALENCIA THAT THIS WAS IN FACT THE
INDIVIDUAL TARGETED FOR REPRISAL.

8. {C) VALENCIA WAS DETAINED IN OCTOBER 1396 BY TEN OR THELVE
ARHED. UNIFORMED MEN WHO FORCED HIM OUT OF HIS CAR, TIED HIS HANDS
BERIND HIS BACK. HELD RIFLES TO RIS HEAD, AND THREATENED TO KILL
HIM IF HE REFUSED TO ADMIT TO BEING A GUERRILLA COLLABORATOR,
VALENCIA DEHIED THE CHARGES, EVEN WHEN A& HCODED AN, PURPORTING T0
BE A GUERRILLA- ACCUSED HIM OF RELPING TO HiDE GUERRILLAS‘ WEAPONS
ON RIS RANCH. HHEN THE MAN REMOVED HIS HOOD, VALENCIA REALIZED HE
HAS NOT A GUERRILLA. BUT RATHER OHE OF THE PARAMILITARIES IN
DISCUISE WHO HAD USED THIS PLOY N AN ATTEMPT 10 FORCE il TO
CONFESS.  VALENCIA SAID THAT. TERRIFIED FOR WIS LIFE, HE OFFERED
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HIS CAPTORS MONEY. THEY LAUGHED AND SAID THEY HAD PLENTY OF MONEY
AND WEAPONS: WHAT THEY WANTED WAS INFORMATION, UALENCIA REPEATED
THAT HE HAD RO INFORMATICN. WHAT SAVED HiM IN THE END, ACCORDING
TO VALENCIA, WERE SOHE DOCUMENTS IN HIS BRIEFCASE THAT SHOMED HE
KNEW ANTIOQUIA GOVERNOR ALVARG URIBE UELEZ. SAYING “OH» YOU KNOW
“EL VIESO," RIS CAPTORS RELEASED RIM AND HAUE NOT BOTHERED HIN
SINCE. .

3. () POLOFF ASKED IF YHIS HEANT THAT GOVERNOR URIBE HAS
CLANDESTINE LINKS TO PARAMILITARIES, VALENCIA, WHO ADHIRES URIBE
EVEN THOUGH THEY HAIL FROM OPPOSING POLITICAL PARTIES; SAID NO. HE
DREW A DIAGRAH TO SHOW THE WEB OF RELATIONSHIPS BETWEEN THE
GOVERNOR, CONVIVIRS, LANDOWNERS: PARAMILITARIES: AND GUERRILLAS.
ACEORDIKG T0 VALENCIA, URIBE STRONGLY SUPPORTS THE CONVIVIRS AND
HATES THE GUERRILLAS, IN PART BECAUSE THE LATTER HURDERED IS
FATHER, URIBE HAS TIES TO LOCAL CATTLE RANCHERS AND OTHER

LANDOWNERS, AND WAS HIMSELF A CATTLE RANCHER. THESE LANDOWNERS IN
TURK PAY PARAMILITARIES Y0 GO AFTER GUERRILLAS. RONEVER: VALENGIA
INSISTED, URIBE HIMSELF 1S “CLEAN AND HOKEST® AND IS NOT JNVOLVED
WITH PARAMILITARIES, ALTHOUGH THE LATTER RESPECT HIN FOR HIS ANTI-
GUERRILLA STANGE AND BELIEVE THEY SHARE A COMMON ENEMY. VALENCIA
ALSO SAID THAT SOHE CONVIVIRS PRORABLY COOPERATE ACTIVELY WITH-
PARAHILITARIES. POLOFF ASKED VALENCIA If THE MEN WHO DETAINED H1M
HERE PART OF CARLOS CASTANO'S ACCU (AUTODEFENSAS CAMPESINAS DF
CORDOBA Y URABA). UALENCIA LAUGHED RATHER BITTERLY AND SAID "WHO
ELSE?”

18. () UALEHCIA SAID THAT PEGPLE WHO COOPERATE WITH GUERRILLAS
GENERALLY DO SO OUT OF INTINIDATION, RATHER THAW BECAUSE THEY
IDENTIFY WITH THEIR IDEOLOGY. IF A FARKER RAS TWENTY COYS:
VALEHCIA SAID, THE GUERRILLAS COME ALONG AND DEMAND ONE. THE
FARMER HAS HO CHOICE BUT TO COMPLY. POLOFF ASKED IF PARAMILITARIES
PUKISH PEOPLE FOR THIS KIND OF COERCED COOPERATION, *THAT’S THE
ONE BAD THING ABOUT PARAMILITARIES,™ VALENCIA REPLIED, *THEY ARE
VERY CRUEL AND OFTEN GO AFTER PEOPLE WHO DON‘T DESERVE IT.* HE/
ESTIMATED THAT IN THE DISTRICT IN WHICH E LIVES, ABOUT 188 OF THE
35,000 INHABITANTS HAVE BEEN NURDERED IN THE PAST YEAR. OF THOSE
188, ACCORDING T0 VALENCIA, ABOUT TEN WERE GUERRILLAS, TEN WERE
AGTIVE GUERRILLA SUPPORTERS, AND THE REST WERE UNLUCKY-VICTINS OF
UKFATR REPRISALS. HE DESCRIBED THE RECENT,-BRUTAL "PUNISHHENT
KILLIRG" BY PARAMILITARIES HEAR SAN ROQUE OF AN ELDERLY FARM
HORKER. "THEY RELD THE FUNERAL FOR HIS BODY ON MONDAY AND FOR HIS
HEAD ON TUESDAY,™ VALENGIA SAID. HE ADDED THAT PARAMILITARIES USE
BARBARIC TECHNIQUES LIKE HACKING THEIR VICTIMS WITH MACHETES To
REINFORCE THEIR HESSAGE THAT COOPERATING WITH GUERRILLAS IS
UNACCEPTABLE AKD DANGEROUS.

11, (C)- VALENCIA OPINED THAT THE RECENT ANNOUNCEHENT (SEE REFTEL)
THAT PARAILITARIES HAD FORMED A NATIONAL COORDINATING GROUP
SIGRALLED THEIR INTEREST IN TAKING PART {N EVENTUAL PEACE
HEGOTIATIONS, RECEIVING AMNESTY N THE PROCESS AND PAVING THE way
TO FUTURE PARTICIPATION IN THE POLITICAL ARENA. KE SAID THAT
CARLOS CASTANO. [N PARTICULAR, HAS POLITICAL AMBITIONS AND WOULD
LIKE 70 BECOHE THE LEADER OF PARAMILITARIES NATIONWIDE.

12 (G} VALENCIA COMMENTED THAT NEITHER GUERRILLAS NOR THE

MILITARY ACTIVELY SEEK DIRECT CONFRONTAYION WITH EACH OTHER. 1N
GENERAL, HE SAID» IF EVTHER SIDE HEARS THE OTHER IS (N THE
VICINITY, THEY TEND TO TAKE OFF IN THE OPPOSITE DIRECTION. THE
GUERRILLAS PREFER HIT AND RUN OPERATIGNS AGAINST POLICE STATIONS OR
JSOLATED ARKY FACILITIES, HE NOTED. THE MEDIA “SENSATIONAL 1ZES™
JTHE CONFLICT AND ACCEPTS WITHOUT QUESTION POLICE AND MILITARY
CLAIMS ABOUT BEING ATFACKED BY OVERWHELMINGLY SUPERIOR CUERRILLA
FORCES. VALENCIA DISCOUNTED TYPICAL NEWSPAPER ACGOUNTS DEPICTING
ASSAULTS BY 280 GUERRILLAS AGAINST A POLICE STATION OR ARMY PATROL.
HE SAID THAT HE BAS RARELY SEEN SIGNS OF MORE THAN 325 GUERRITLAS OH

PATROL IN THE RURAL AREA WHERE HE LIVES: THE SECURITY FORCES
EXAGGERATE IN ORDER TO ENHAMCE THEIR REPUTATION.

13. () BY CONTRAST, VALENGIA DECLARED, PARAMILITARIES ACTIVELY
SEEK T0 ENGAGE GUERRILLAS (OR: MORE COMMONLY) SUSPECTED
COLLABORATORS). HE DESCRIBED A RECENT INCIDENT IN KIS DISTRICT
IHVOLVING FIVE PARARILITARIES WHO WERE TOLD THAT A GROUP OF
GUERRILLAS SEVERAL MILES AWAY. ACCORDING TO VALENCIA: WHO HEARD
THE STORY FROM AN EYEWITNESS) THE PARAMILITARIES RETURNED SEVERAL
HOURS LATER, DISAPPOINTED THAT THEY HAD OKLY BEEN ABLE 70 SCARE

ANAY: RATHER THAN WIPE OUT, THE THIRTY GUERRILLAS THEY ENCOUNTERED

14. (C) VALENCIA CLOSED BY PRAISING PERUVIAN PRESIDENT FUJINOR'S
BOLD RESCUE ACTION TO FREE THE HOSTAGES [N THE JAPANESE EMBASSY (N
LINA, POLOFF ALSO SPOKE WiTH SEVERAL ‘OTHER- COLOMBIANS WHO
EXPRESSED ADHIRATION FOR FUJIMORI’S DECISIVENESS AGAINST THE MRTA:
SAYING "THAT'S WHAT WE NEED HERE.” ONE WEALTRY BOGOTA MATRON TOLD
POLOFF “THEY KILLED ALL FOURTEEN OF THE GUERRILLAS IN LIMA! ISN'T
THAT GREAT? HE SHOULD DO THAT IN CoLOMBIA!®

15, (C} COMMENT: VALENCIA'S DESCRIPTION OF THE MULTIFACETED AND
VIOLENT STRUGGLE IN EASTERN ANTIOQUIA HAS THE RING OF TRUTH:
ECHOING SINILAR ACCOUNTS WE HAVE HEARD FROM OTHER INTERLOCUTORS.
HE SEEMED TO ACCEPT PARAMILITARISH AS AN INEVITABLE, ALTHOUGH
TERRIBLE, CONSEQUENCE OF THE ARMED FORCES’ UNWILLINGNESS OR
IHABILITY 70 WAGE A VIGOROUS CAMPAIGN AGAINST THE GUERRILLAS. THE
YIDELY-EXPRESSED ADHIRATION HERE OF THE PERUVIAN PRESIDENTS BOLD
ACTION AGAINST THE MRTA TERRORISTS REFLECTS COLOMBIANS’ WISH FOR &
HAGIC BULLET TO SOLVE THEIR SERIOUS SECURITY PROBLEMS. FRECHETTE
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