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There vere fantsetierusors tnat the ensay hal s ;

12 miné for this olty, but no one éreams w‘m |
come in sueh s fashiosn a8 on the meyaias of | g
_sagust 6th began 1n « drige , elear, summer %O¥ ‘hout ‘
umogm‘ tm.:.ui an alir dﬁsmlu ard ~

avery uw.mﬁ%u-w 2 b 4
oné palé sny atteation and st sdont eight .’3&
clesy was sounded. 1 am sittiu in @y room at th

of the soeitey of i Eurl

tue phils eal and :

beor evaoustséd to this

“““W two
up the sifes Of & valle

at ses level imto the mount
courses & river, From my window, ve &
down the velley to the eéuze of the oitys

i
¥
g



& boub ersteri but the sou psction of the
very severely damaged, (ot a door nor a winfow re
blast of 2ir had penstrated the sntire house from the southe
east, but the house still stands. It is construeted in the
Japanese style with a wooden framework,

strengthened by the labor of our fBrother Gropper as is fre
1y dons in Japsnese homes. Only along the front of the

&

which af joins the house, have supports given away (1t
nss ‘ma’:m in the n&ur of s Japansse ‘%‘ entirely out
of wood)s Down in the valley, perhapes one ki toward

the eity from us, several pessant homes are on fire and the

on the orposite side of the valley are aflame. A few

go over to help contral the flsmes., While we are attempte
11 to put thinge in order, & storm comes and 1t begins to
rain. Over the eity, clouds of smoke are rising and I hwear &
few slignt sxplosions., I come 'o the conclusion that an incen~
diary bomd with an & ally strong sxploaive aetion has gone
off fown In the valley. A few of us saw three planes at grest

-~ sltitude over the eity at the time of the explosion. I, mys 1f,

eay no aireraft whatsoever.

Perhaps a half-nour after the explosion, a proceszion of
peopls begine to stresm up the valley from the eity. The erowd.
thickens continuouely. A few come up the road toour house.
Thelr stepe are dragging. Haay are leséing or have suffered
burns, e give them rirst ald sad dring them into the chapel,
which we have in the mesntime cleaned -nd eleared of kage,
and put them to rest on the straw mats whieh eonstitute the
floor of Japanes houses. thmhuﬂmMum
extremities ané back. The small ty of fat which we po-
sssosed Guping this time of war wes soon used up in the care

o
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Nunerous fires sprang up whieh soon consumed the entire dle-
triet. ¥e now e-nclude that the epleenter of the explosiag
was at ths edge of the eity near the Jmnn station, three
kilomsters awsy from us. Ve are conce | about hturln‘.
who, that same morning, went to hold Mass at the Slstem of
» Who have 2 home ehiléren st t ¢ efge of the elity.
had not returnsd as yet. Toward our 1 chapel ané

, proces
of refugees from the city continues. Finslly, sbdut one o'elock
Fat or Lopp returns r with the Sisters. Their house
and the entive fistrict vhers they live has burned to the ground,
Fathsy Kopp is bleeding ablut the hesd and neck, and he has
as

s lerge burn on the rightpsps. e was standing in front of
the nunnery ready to go homse. All of a sudden, he became
avere of the light, felt the wave or heat and & hz blister
formed on his hand., The winfows were torn out b blast.
e thougnt that the bdosd had fallen in his undtb. vieinity.

water ie not avallable. There 1s still time to rescue eartain
thtuwmumm-uamm. ‘hen
the house is svept by flame, and they fight thelr way back to

us along the shore of the r{nr ané throught the burning streets.

Seon comes news that the entire city has besn destroyed
by the explosion and that it is on fore. vwhat becams of Father
guperiom and the three other Erothers who weye at the center
of the eity at the Central Mission 2@ Ferish House! e had
up to this time not given them & tuouznt becsuse we did not
believe that the effects of tue bomd encompassed the entire
eitye Also, we &1é not want to go into town except under pre-
ssure of dire naseasity, basauss e TRUEL b evenge on way
was great \
tmt:on”v:- they mignt eondlder gpiteful onlookers of ir
alefortune, or svem sples. ~

Brother Stolte and Brother Erlinghagen go down to the road
vhieh 18 #8111l full of refugess anéd bdring in the nm.n:ﬂ ine
Jureéd <ho have sunlen by the wayside, to the tesporary
station at the vil school, There lodine is lied to tae
wounds but they are left uncleansed. ‘either oln ts
Mrwmuac“mmzh. Those that have been

% in sre laié om the floor no one can give them any
furthsr care. What couléd one 4o wien all means are lse
under these ¢!rcumstances, it ie almost

Amons passe there are
‘i:'. ‘;:u unﬁ:u manner, dle : manner by

*
| aisaster, most of them
magnlbude O ought of orgasizing help o his own
They are concernsd with the welfare of the
n{oa-nnruu these days that the Japanese ::L.n
gu« 11ttle inltiative, preparedness, and organizational



prepare‘ness datas + They despaired of may re-
a‘hmw-ﬁm :::n.;mhmunlwnnm'ﬁ
affort, and fatalistica let t o catastrophs take its amu.
anmautmmumuwuw

everything wiliingly, but on taelr own initlative 14 ve

At sbout four o'eleck in the afternoon, & thed atude
ent m: two nnﬂu-aﬁoa m:gm. ,::‘“" “P: .: a::n
: ' »
in th‘ eityy, come “m House
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places at & distanee, give ou Seseifs v &b
comer of the purks 98 U8 CXS enitter s on the ground
- ineised wound banind the sar snd
‘n“hbim that we sre conssrned sbout nls ¢
val. The superior has guffered a éecp
r legs Father Cleslik ané Father Kleinsorge have

but are eonpletely exhausted.
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¥hile they are eating the food shat we have brought along,
they tell us of their experiences. Theywere in thelr
at the Faris: fouse--it was 2 gquarter arter elght, exsetly the
tise when we had heard the explosion in Nagatsuki-- when came
‘the intemse light and immediately thereafter the gound. of treak-
ing glass windows, walls and furnilure. They were showe elW th
g splrinter and frag-ents of wreoksge. ther dehiffer

head in . The Fater Superiar received most of the splinters
in his B ané lower extremity from which he bled copiously.
Everything was thrown sbout in the rooms themselves, but tue
wooden framewerk of the house remalned intact. The solidity

:

eoll at once, F.nsath the

eried for help. They were freed with great effort. Zevs
others were -1s0 from the ruins of ¥y

Even the Father ror and Father Schiffer, & te thelr wonds
rendered ald to and 1sst a great deal of in the
procsss., In the me, fires whleh had bagun some éistance

of the cmutmnnmummu woieh
umbﬂndyumu‘ﬂ not be on
aecount of the comfusion whieh ned been wrought. It is high
time to fles, since the onoungglm leave almost N0 way

. Fukal, the seeretary of Wission, 1s complately out

nhis mind. mdmnotvat“hmmmﬂcm
that he does not want %0 urlj::: tha”:;:trmim of u‘;" father-
land., le is completely unin . her Klel
hilutoftuhmcoausanMhu carried



almost all who mntmmzucgnmmmmmnn
lost relatives who have besen piune or
have besn lost sight of Suring the flight. Thers
for the wounded and soms Sle. No one paye any attention to
a ¢ead man lying nearby.
The transportation of our own woundeé is difflecult.

is not possible to drees thelr wounds properly in the darkness,
and they blesd n upon slight metion. As
the sh litters in the dark over the fall
they suffer unbearsble pain ss the result of the movement, mmd
lose &dangercusly large guantities of dleod. Our nmom?”.
angel in this difficult situation is an unknown Japsnese
testant pastor. ! has brought “{.‘ boust an’ offers to take
our wounded tream to a place where | s is sasier. Fliret,
we lower the litter econtalning Fathaer Zehiffer into the boat .
and two of us accompsny him. %¥e plan to bring the boat “ack
for the Father Superdor. The ».S returng sbout one-aalf hour
later and the pastor requests that several of us help in the
resoue of two ehilérem vhom he had seen in the rivar. VWe res-
cus them. “hey have severs durns. Soon they suffer oh'lls
and éie in the park. 7The Fadher Superior is ¢ to the
boat in the same manner as Father Sehiffer. The t
student and myself sccompany him. Father Cleslik consi
himself strong enough to make Me on foot to Nagstsuki
with the rest of us, dut Father Kle eannot walk so far
end whtleave him behing and promise to for him and the
housekeepsr tomorrow. mmwumgmou-
the whinny of horees wno are threate by the fire. Vve lamd
on & sand spit wiich J out from the shere. It is full of
wounded who have taken refuse there. They sereasm for 2id for
they are afraild of érowning as the river mmy rise vith the sea,
and eover the sand spit. They themselves are %00 weak ;
However, we must presson anéd finslly we reach the spot whers
the group contalning Father Sehiffer is walting. Here a resuce
party had brought s large cass of fresh rice oakes but
iz no one to distribute them to the snumsrous wounded that lie
a1l sbout. we 4istridute them to those that are neard
also help ourselves. The wounded cdl for water and we come
to the alé for a few. Ories for help are tr:‘a

-

he
we speak s strange language
1 "u-.u to know who v;

Father Laures, Jr., seizes his arm snd that we are
German. ¥e finally quiet him down. ‘e that ve mght
well be Amsriesns who had parschuted down. of parachute

bandied sbout the eity. The Father Superiar,
2:‘ v::’:x:“ only in a shirt and tr;uun complaing of &w
ing freezing cold emlutmwmw“!.uimud
of the dj‘z. ‘:h:.m:nmnnv ses
ves it to ulm :
, 1t seems more comfortsble

heat.
In the mesntime, it has become g
not enough of us to man both litters with four stréng bearers,
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kind
the many formes that 1lie om the ground munoainxuu
out quick progress do we hear ¢alls for help. One of us remaris
that the remarksble burned smell reminds him of incinerated
gorpees. The s Squatting form which we had seé by
previously is still thers. Transportation on the litter, whieh
has been constructed out Bf boards must bde Very painful to the
Father Superior, whose entire back isfull of fragaemeofl glesal
In & narrow passage at the edge of town, & ear forces us to

the edge of the road, The litter bearers on the left side fall
into 8 two meter Ceep élteh whieh the; could not see in the
éxrkness, rFather Superler hides his paln with a dry Joke, but
the litter is now no longer in one plece ea:not be un'h‘ fur-
ther. e decide to walt until Drotber Kinjo ¢an bring a han-
csrt from Naszatsuki. He soon comes bsek with one that he has
requisiti from & c¢ollapsed house. Ve place Father Superior
on the eart and whell him the rest of the way, avolding as much
a8 possible the deeper pits in the road,. About half-past four
in the moraing, we Ii srrive at the Novitiate. Our res-
oue expedition ha’ taken almost twelve hours. lommally, one
could back ané forth to the eity in two hours. Our

wounded vere movw, for the rirst time, properly dressed. I get
mm.n,,.mmg;m.hcmm-{m
bed. Then I read & Mass ip Grasistus seilopspi it ls tie Teh
of iugust, the anhiversary of the foundation of our Soclety.
Then we bestir ourselves to bring Father Kleinsorge ané ':,ﬁ-'
soquaintances out of the elty.

We take off ngwith ths hand oart. The bright day now
reveals the fright pleture which last aight ‘s darkness had
partly concealed. vhere the city sbod everything, as far as
the eye could resch, is a waste of ashes and ruin. Only several



»CMvit_h'ﬁMm‘m»ntmtnt t %
! lnlrwlm

The left side of her face and the left eye ware complétely cov~
- hat she &lllnt

the eye. vhen the wound was we noted that the
eye was intact ané that thellids are t stuek toget sy, Om
the home, we took snother group three refugees with us.
They first wemted to knmow, however, of What nationality we
vers. Theys 400, feares {.at we migst be Amsricans who hed
pmu:atu When we arrived in suki, it haf jJust be-
¥ve took under our care Tifty uzutu' who had lost thelr
all, The majority of them were wound gnd not a2 few had @
gerous burns. Father Rektor trentséd the wounds as well
could with the few medicaments that we eouléd, with eff
ups He had to eonfine himself in general to ¢lesansing the
of purulent materisl, Lven those with the szaller burns are
very weak snd all suffered from diarrhes. In tue farm houses
in the vieinity, almost sverywhers thare are also wounded.
Father Rektor made éally rounds and noted in the capaclity of
s psinstaking physielan ané was a great semaritan. Our work

wag, in the ayes of the pecple, 8 greater boost for Christieity
2 allour efforts

of the seversly bdurned im our house @1e¢d withing the next few
éays, Suddenly the pulse anéd respirstion ceased. It is cer-
teinly = sign of our good care that so few dled, In the off-
teial aid stations nospitals, & good third or half of those
that ha? been brought in died. They layTabout thi.re alnost
without eare, sad & very high percentage succusbed., Lvery-
thing was lackingy doctors ssgistants, éresginge, drugs, ete.
In an sié station at s school at a nearby villasge, &

of solflers for several fays 216 notuing sexcept to bring in
sné cremate the dead behing the school.

Puring the next few days, funeral processions sedl our
house from morning %o nlght bringinz the dedeased to & small
valley nearby, There, im #ix places, the fead were burned

B .
People dbrought their own wood and ﬂ‘ the eremation themselves.

Father Luhmer and Father laures found a desd msn in & nexrby

house who had already becone bloated anéd who exitted a Eright-
ful oder. They dX nim to thie valley ané inciners him
th'nclvn. iven at night, the 1itt valley was 11t uf

the fumeral pyres
w e made -nun;tc efforts to trace our acquaintances ahd

T @8 whom we had sheltered. [recuent~
the families of the refuge -

1y, after the passage of several weeks, some one wag It
1lage rwmhutﬂmthnwum
 dustent vi . n;”aul. o vere lusky %0 discover the

moths ' mumnunwmummw
| Ay d m.:::nwmm. After three weeks, she saw
in the great oy of the reunlion were

ﬂ'mutuummtnmm'ti not see again.

magnltude of the élsaster that befell Hiroshima OB

Aa;n?:ﬂ; \u: only slowly pleced together in mind, 1 lived
the catastrophe ané 8aw it only in s which

m.n.v wers merged to give me & total ;ioguu. What aect
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skeletons of bulldl compldtely burmed out in the interiom
remain, The banks of the river are covéred with desd and wounded,
and the ﬂ.u:utwnm here end theay covsred some &F the
corpses. On the broad street in the Hskushima dlstriet, naked
burned cadsvers are psrticularly numsrous., Among them are b
Wz‘ 2231l live, A‘fﬂv onvlg ‘under the b':umo

au trams. tuul rms beckon us
anéd then collapse. An oﬁ woman ::‘ a girl whom she lepulling
eldng with her fall down at our feet. We place them oncour
cart an’ wheel them to the hospital at whose entrance a éressing
gtation has been set . Here the wounded lie on the hard floor,
fow on rov. Only the st wounds are esrefully dressed.
¥e convey another soldier and an olé womam to thisz place but
we cannot move everybody who lies exposed in the sun. It would
be endless and it 12 cuestionable whether those whom we can
érag to the dressing station can come out alive, becsuse aven
here nothing really effective can be dome. Later, we asecertain
theat the wounded lay for éayd in the bdDurnt-out for
the hospital and there they died. vwe must proceed to our goal
in the park anéd are forced to leave the wounded to thelr fate.
e

those fow belongings that we had terday. Ve find
them intset. Cverything else has deen u’:hw burned. In
the ashes, we find a few molten remnants of the vessels.
At the park, we load the housekeeper and s mother with her twe
ehiléren on the cart. Father rge Mhumc—:;‘
with the sid of Prot er Nobuhara, to his way home on .

The back takes us once again past the dead and wounded in
Hakushima, Agaln no rescue ies are in evidence. At the
¥isasa Brid there still the family whieh Fathers Tappe
and Luhmer yestardsy rescued from the mins. A plece of

tin had been placed over them to shield them form the sum.

¥We cannot tak thnahag.mmom is full, Ve zive them
and those nearby water drink and decife to rescus them lster

At three o'clock im the afternod, we are back in Nagatsuki.

' After we have had & few swallows and a little food, Father
Stolte, Luhmer, Erli n amd ayself take off once sgain to
bring in the family. Father Klesinsorge requests that we almo
rescue two children who had lost their mother snd who had lain
hizm ia the k. On the way, we were mcud.:z strangers who
had noted that we were on s mission of merey who pralsed
our efforts. Wwe now met groups of infividusls who were o%
the wounded shout on litters, As we arrived =t the Hisass

the family there was gons, They might well have besn dorne

time. There was a group of soldiers at work
:ﬁ ?u':. that had been sserificed yesterday, Nore

than hours ned by until the firet officlal rescus
g -y

part goene, ¥e find both ehlldren and
Pke) shom it of the parkj s sixeyesr dBgirl who was
and a twelve-jye girl who haé de sbout the ’

ar-old en
Wtwlm.meMnmmnyhman
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what setually happened simultaneously in the eity as a whole
is as follows: As & result of the explosion of the bomb at
8315, almost the entirs city was destroyed at a single blow.
small outlying dlatricts in the southern ané eastern parts

of the town escaped complete destruction, The bomb exploded
over the center of the eity. As 2 result of the blast, the
small Japanese houses in s dlameter of five kilometer, which
comprised 997 of the city, collapsed or were blown up. Those
who were in the houses were buried in the ruins.

Those who vere in the open sustained burns resulting
from contact with the substance or rays emitted by thedomb.
Where the substance struck in guentity, fires sprung upl These
gpread, The haat which rose fom the center created a whirlwind
whieh was effective in t{l’lﬂi fire throughout thw whole city.
Those who had bean caught bene the ruilns and who could not
be freed rapidly and those who had been cut off by the flames
became casualties. As much as siz kilometer from the center
of the exrlosion, all houses were damaged and eollapeed
and easught fire, Lven fifteen kilometers away, oWE were
broken. It wee rumered that the enemy fliers had first spread
an explosive and incendlary material over the city and tnen
had crested the explosion and ignition. A few maintained that
they saw the planes 6::; 2 parachute which had carried something

t of 1,900 meters. The newspapers

called bomd an ¢ bomb” anéd noted that the force 6F
the blast had resulted from the exprlosion of uranium atoms,
anéd thet gamme rays had been sent ocut as a result of this, but
on one knew snything for certsin concerning the nature of the

fiow many people were a sacrifice to this bomb? Those who
had lived t the catastrophe placed the number of the
desd st at leas 4,000, Hiroshims had a population of
s vty kg, LAk Sounbing. o, Meing-—s o
at P septenber goun ]
130,0& wounded, smong them ‘S.W severely vounded. =etimates
msde by ourselvas on the basis of know to us show that
the number of 100,000 dead is not too high. Near us ther are
two barracks, in each of which forty Koresn workers lived.
on the fay of the explosion, they were lsboring om the streets
of Hireshima. Four nhrn‘ alive to ons barracks snd sixteen
%o the other. 600 Students of the Fortestant girlsd senocol

"~ worked in a fact .mm»wmmumum‘.

Ypet of the peasant fadlies in the one or
Pare of «m’;’-'umu who haéd worked factories in the elity.
O next deor heighbor, Temra, lost two children and himeelf
SuMgred a large wound sines, 28 1t happened he had been in
the 31ty on that day. The family of our er suffered two
dead, father and sonj thus s f of five members suffered

~ two losses, eounting only the desd and severly wound ed.
There ¢ied the Nayor, the President of the ecentral Japan dis-
triet, we Co r of the eity, & Lorean prince who had been



statl in Hireshims in the capseity of an officer and
STficers. Of the professors of the = (R

ather

thri ty-two were killed or severe injured., lespeclally hard
hit were the soldlers, The Pim’zr muc;t m’:‘hnt entirely
wiped oute The barracks were near the center of the explosion.

sné no prepar&tion had been made for rescue work im the
éistricta. Nany of the wounded also died they had been
weakened by under-nourishment and consequently lacked in strength
to recover. Those who had thelr mormal strength and who recelved
good care slowly healed the burns whieh had been oecasioned
by the bomb.. re were also cases, however, whose prognosis
gsened good who dled suddenly. There were .iu some who had
only small externsl wounds woo éied within s week or later,
after an inflasmstion of the m and oral cavity Lad takea
plage. ¥a th t at first that this was the mﬂ.{ of hihale
ation of the tanece of the bomb. Later, & commlssion estab-
1ished thesis that gamme rays hed been given out et the time
of the explosion, followl whiech the intsrnal :r haé been
injured in a manuer resewbling that consequent ntzen
irradistion, This produces s duminution in the nuaber the
white corpuscles.

only seversl camses &re known to me personally where indiv-
{éuals who 81 not have externsl burns lster dled. Fathar Klein-
sorge and Father Cleslik, who wers near the cenbr of the explos-
ton but who ¢id not Suffer bwms bscame qui te weak some Tourtéen
days after tue explesions Up %o this time amall inelsed wounds
nad healsd normally, but thereafter the wounds which were stlll
unhesled became worse and sre to date (in Se tember) still ine
completely hesled. The attsnding physician demonstrated &
lsue 2. 7There thus sesms to be some truth in the statement
that the radiation had some effect on the blood, I am of the
opinbon however, thattheir gene uné ernourished and weak=
ened condition was partly responsible for tnese findings. It
vas alse noised sbout that the ruins of the city emitied dea’d}y
rays sné that the central distriet would beudninhsbitable for
soms time to come. 1 have my Goubts ss to whether such talk
48 trus and myself saé others whed worked in the ruined srea

for some hours shortly after the explosions suffered no such

111 effects.
. .gm :t us in those d.r neard a single outburst againat
the Americasns on the rﬂ of the Japanese, nor was there f
evidence of s vengeful spirit. The Japanese suffered thig WIT-
1ble Blow as part of the furtunes of war--gomething to be
without complaint, Durl this wer, I have noteé relati

11ttle hatred toward the Allies om the part of the peopls
selves, although the press has taken ccaasion to stir

feelings. After the victories at the bdeginning of the ¥

the enemy was rather looked down upon, but when the ALNed offe
tnsive gathered momentum ané the adwent of the me jest) B=29's

s i ——————
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the mulmnora-ﬂnutwmﬁ t of wonder snéd
on. The following anecdote indicates theapiris of the

t A few dsys after the c::nl
the mwnny came to us asserting
resdy 10 destroy San Frameiséo by seans of an equsall
e e e e B
mu
were ¢ of simi Aiscovéries. ‘ﬁ: iuuu-um- hde,

*;:g,

he talked u-uu' into Belleving this. 2180 ine
tmm&mmmo:mm“m :.nuuluo
cove 1t vas omly lack of raw msterials, they e s Whleh
preven In the mesntime, the “WOTe

 its cons ‘mmouon.
~~8ald to have the Mseovery to a furt er stage and we’e
sbout to initlste such bombing. The Americans were deruted
to have lsarned the secret from the Ge s and they had then
brought the m to a ltm of mrl m~ :

wcnmumm ourse ctbzuox
of the bomd. swmtmttmt ca o
sqm\unm&m!gmmau g

bomb itself was an mtxw rmc tcutn teo

shed, warning Japan ard thus to awu ‘
struction. it seems 1.31”1 13 120 hat T vhe Surpl

in aciple cannot lain of = nat of
war pri war agal rt

The crux of the matter is war in 1 |
even when it serves a just purpoad.
When will our

i tifiadle
-:t’;u u:urfal and spititusl evil asit

far exesed whatever the good that mi, result?
moralists give us a clear answer to this g question?
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