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MEMORANDUM 

TilE WHITE HO USE 

w,uatMOTOllr 

&Cft!!T INFORM_'\. TION 
Wedncoday. July 31, 1968- 3:30p.m. 

MEMORANDUM FOR T!iE PRESIDENT 
~·.;_ f:.Jof? 

SUBJECT: Student Oie:tur bancea in Mexico City 

Since last Friday Mexico City has been the scene o£ abnost. constant 
student turmoil. TJ\e dilliculty s tarted when ttn authorized rally to 
celebrate the Cuban July Z6 a nniverenr y deccnera.ted into vandalism 
and arson. The poUce intervened and had to use tough tactics againtt 
student partici pants to bring the situation undo r controL 

Tho action against the students t r iggered increasingly violent confront­
ationa between students and secur ity force• in s uccossivo days . par­
ticul3rl) .. on Monday and yeeterday. The goverru:nent bad to bring in 
tho riot ?olice backed up by para troopers to restore order. 

We do not have an accurate picture of the nwnber killed, injured and 
arrested. Unconfirmed reports claim {out' students a r e dead. 

A cable from the Embassy Lhis morning (copy attached) reports a claim 
br Mexican authorities that th6 Mexican Communist Party, wi t h Soviet 
Embass y complicity, e n gineered tho J u ly Z6 dist urbance. The Embassy 
doc a not have independent inlor:nation to back up t.hi• claim, but considers 
t~t Moscow tT'-a)• have ordored tho militant tactics to c ounter the impact 
of events in CzechoelovaJda . 

There is no r:cason to thin k that Mo)cican security forces cannot control 
the tit uation . Events ha ve not reached a point where President Diaz 
Ordaz has considered it necessary to stop hla tour o£ the interior to 
return to the capital. What doe s worry )..iexican officials b the image 
projected by the: cii sturbanceo a nd the imp..'\ct o n tho Olympic• in which 
they hn,,.c so heavily investod. 

l..t.TC< ~ 
William G . BowcUer 

Attn c h.rne nt 

Mexico Embass y' s me aaage of July 30 (no . 6Z34). 
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HAVE BEEN INIERPiETED AS SIGNAL. FOR· STRONGER TACT ICS BY ' PCM o 
FACT THAT CUBAN i.MBASSADOR WENT TO .. MER IDA INSTEAD OF 
STAYING IN CAP!o~l FOR JULY 26 ~lEST ~ SUGGESTS HE HAY HAVE 
~NOWN WHAT WAS COMING THOUGH HE WAN TED TO AVOI D ANY SUGGESTION 
OF CUBAN INVOLVEHENTo 

~. IIHI~E SEE~ING TO AVO!O DIRECT" INVOLVEMENT• SOVIETS HAY BELiEVE 
THAT ' MEXICAN ANXiETY TO aVOID ANY OIPLDMATlC CONTRETEMPS W[TH 
COMMUNIST WORLD i.S OLYHP!CS NEAR· GIVES SOVIET EMBASSY HDRE 
ROOM FOR SU6VERSjVE MANEUVER• HOWE~ER• THEY' KNO W THEi" RISK . 
STRONG GOVERNMEN T CRACKDO~N ON PCM• STATEMENT BY MEXICAN PO ( I~E 
CHIEF· WHO Ll NKED RECENT RIOTS. W j TH' OLYMPI cS. BOUND r'O RECALL TO 
PCM AND MOSCOW PRESIOENT'<S WARN i NG ON MAY 7 IN TALK· wiTH· P(: H 
POLITBURO THAT GOVERNMENT WILL' CRACK DOWN HARQ I t PCM tORMENTS 
DISORDER I N NEXT FEW MONTH$. SUT' PCM us•o TO CRACKDDWNS . ANo· 
MOSCOW MAY BE PRoCEEDING 8Y LENiN·'S OLD INJUNCTION "B~iTER 
FEWER BUT BEITER , " 

So DEPT MAY WISH TO PASS HOSCOWo 
. --rREEMAN 

t:•""I'W tR.J Llbr:u·v 
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