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3. TFirst, as reported Tegucigalrpa 8340, President-elect
: ambassador emphatically December 17 that he
favorad inclusion of Guatemala in group. = thought our

position en this matter unduly defensive since Guatemala
+

AMB ]
Ed
SO holding elections thls vear; and he falt exclnsion could
DL
betray "Made in USA™ impriat. In discussing indtiative
again with Suazo on January 11 (TEGUCIGALPA 292), he went
along with our praferred Iformat anc sxpressed understanding
for our reason ing - Inta restl ngly however,E :kag;
el XN 0 S - . (b)) @
4 _'!iﬁterjectca that both he and Suazo continued ‘
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FE& be troubled by exclu51on temala.
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"; As Department knows,
President Paz also favored inclusion of Guatemala} but
deferred to our preference.

4. From PTegucigalpa vantage point it would certainly

- .appear desirable to explain what we are up to to

Guatemalans an& we can see the advantages of doing so
before the three Foreign Ministers actually meet. But
Chapin's proposed message is a bit stark. If we are to
explain initiative teo Guatemalans thgy probkably deserve
é more thoroughly épun—eut version starting with Santa
Lucia, relatiénship between regional political actien
and rgguasts for supplementary assistance and envizaged
eveatual.asséciation of Guatemala and Panama. |
5. Most reéent messagee from Salvador and Guatemala
suggest different levels of participation in this NQBiS
series. We wonder whether the time may not have come
to grant permission to pass WODIS laterally on this

subject or downgrade series to EXDIS.
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