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SUBJECT: AFGHAN-PAK BORDER RELATIONS AT TORKHAM TENSE

1. (U) CLASSIFIED BY: BRAD HANSON, PRINCIPAL OFFICER,
AMCONSUL PESHAWAR. REASON(S): 1.5(D).

N (3 | |
i !TOLD POLOFF ON OCTOBER 1 THAT AFGHAN-PAK BI1
TORKHAM WERE TENSE AFTER VISITING TORKHAM TO

SUPERVISE THE BORDER CROSSING OF | ] | ] was
SCHEDULED TO TRAVEL INTO AFGHANISTAN ON SEPTEMBER 30, HE SAID,
BUT WAS DELAYED BECAUSE OF THE CLOSURE OF THE BORDER AT TORKHAM.
(NOTE: 1IN A SEPARATE CONVERSATION WITH PO ON SEPTEMBER 30,
COMMISSIONERATE FOR AFGHAN REFUGEES REPATRIATION OFFICER COLONEL
HAFIZ REMARKED THAT THE BORDER HAD BEEN CLOSED FOR FOUR DAYS.
HAFIZ CRITICIZED THE CLOSURE, NOTING THERE WERE AT LEAST 60

FAMILIES WAITING AT THE BORDER TO REPATRIATE. . END NOTE.) :

[éffffﬁESTIMATED THAT APPROXIMATELY 2,000 PEOPLE AND 6 KM OF B
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TRAFFIC WERE WAITING ON EACH SIDE OF THE BORDER TO CROSS OVER.
MOST OF THE 2,000 ON THE AFGHAN SIDE, ACCORDING TO

WERE FROM JALALABAD AND KABUL. BRIEFLY TURNI ECENT
REPORTS OF ESTIMATES OF 250,000 PEOPLE EXITING KABUL, NOTED
THAT WHILE | JiAD OBSERVED PEOPLE LEAVING THE CAPITAL IN
A VARIETY OF DIRECTIONS, : HAD NOT REPORTED ANY
NUMBERS .
3. (C) DURING AFTERNOON NEGOTIATING FOR THE OPENING OF THE
CROSSING POINT FOR THE THE ATMOSPHERE ON THE Bl
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PAKISTAN SIDE OF THE BORDER,I BECAME ESPECIALLY
TENSE WHEN A FEW AFGHANS ON THE AFGHAN SIDE OF THE BORDER THREW
STONES AT MEMBERS OF THE PAKISTAN BORDER GUARD. SOME OF THE
BORDER GUARDS RESPONDED, HE SAID, BY FIRING THEIR WEAPONS INTO
THE AIR. NO ONE WAS REPORTEDLY INJURED BY THE GUNFIRE, BUT
ACCORDING TO ONE LOCAL PRESS ACCOUNT SOME INJURIES OCCURRED WHEN
PEOPLE ON THE AFGHAN SIDE OF THE BORDER TRIED TO PUSH THEIR WAY
THROUGH THE GATE INTO PAKISTAN. ANOTHER LOCAL PRESS ACCOUNT
REPORTED ONE AFGHAN REFUGEE FATALITY.

B1

4. (C) WHILE WAITING TO CLEAR SAW "30-35
SEALED ISI TRUCKS AND 15-20 FUEL TANKERS' ALSO WALTING TO CROSS
THE BORDER. (NOTE: ISI IS THE PAKISTANI INTELLIGENCE AGENCY.
END NOTE.) BETWEEN AFTERNOON TEA WITH THE OFFICERS IN CHARGE OF
THE "ISI CONVOY" AND RECOGNIZING THE TYPE OF VEHICLE LICENSE Bl
PLATE NUMBERS ON THE CONVOY VEHICLES, WAS VERY CERTAIN OF
THE CONVOY'S AFFILIATION. AN WHO REMAINED AT
THE BORDER OVERNIGHT THAT THE BORDER
EVENTUALLY OPENED AT APPROXIMATELY 2000 (1) ON SEPTEMBER 30
ALLOWING THE "ISI CONVOY" AND THE PEDESTRIAN TRAFFIC WAITING ON
BOTH SIDES OF THE BORDER TO CROSS. WHILE THE | I |
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DID NOT NOTE ANY SIGNIFICANT DOCUMENT CHECKING ON THE
PAKISTANI SIDE OF THE BORDER, PAKISTANI OFFICIALS DID CLAIM THAT
SIXTEEN PANJSHIRIS HAD BEEN ARRESTED WHILE TRYING TO CROSS AT
TORKHAM.

Bl

6. (C) WHILE SOME PEOPLE MAY BE DEPARTING KABUIL BECAUSE OF THE
TALIBAN TAKEOVER OF THE CAPITAL, REPORTS OF "250,000" APPEAR TO
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SUBJECT: AFGHAN-PAK BORDER RELATIONS AT TORKHAM TENSE
BE GREATLY OVERSTATING THE NUMBER OF PEOPLE DEPARTING KARUL.
PAKISTANI AUTHORITIES MAY HAVE CLOSED THE BORDER, BRACING FOR AN
ENORMOUS INFLUX OF KABUL REFUGEES -- AN INFLUX WHICH, FOR THE
TIME BEING, DOES NOT SEEM TO HAVE MATERIALIZED. AS FOR THE

REPORT OF AN ISI CONVOY AT TORKHAM,
JHAS BEEN A REL

CONSULATE.

HANSON
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