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-Counterterrorism Activities (Neo-Taliban)

Rise in Violence: The volume of violence in Afghanistan rose this
year. Taliban tactics have shifted: the Taliban is making greater use of
suicide bombings and 1EDs and are trying to disrupt local governance by
assassinating pro-GoA religious leaders, tribal elders, and local government
officials. Persistent insurgent activity in the southern provinces (Helmand
and Kandahar) will require a robust NATO role as it assumes responsibility
for southern Afghanisan. The U.S. remains steadfast in its counter-terrorism
mission throughout Afghanistan. Afghan security forces — which are key to
defeating the insurgency — are taking on increasing responsibilities
throughout the country.

Afghan-Pak Border: The Taliban continues to recruit fighters from its
traditional support base among Pashtun tribesmen residing in Afghanistan
and Pakistan. Taliban and Al Qaida leaders continue to provide guidance
and support from Pakistan for cross-border operations. Some Taliban leaders
operate with relative impunity in some Pakistani cities, and may still enjoy
support from the lower echelons of Pakistan’s ISI. Close cooperation
between Afghanistan and Pakistan is critical to stampmg out the flow of
Taliban and other insurgents.

Reconciliation Program: The Afghan Government’s program to
reconcile lower and mid-level Taliban fighters has been moderately effective

but has not yet realized its potential.
Talking Points

e The US remains committed to defeating insurgents in Afghanistan — as
well as supporting the reconciliation process.

e AsNATO assumes responsibility for the southern sector, the US will
maintain the forces necessary to conduct counterterrorism activities
throughout Afghanistan. :

e We are encouraged by the increasing effectiveness of Afghan security
forces.

2. (8BY) Programs designed to combat terrorism and

lawlessness have continued. The Program for
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Reconciliation Program: The Afghan Government’s program to
reconcile lower and mid-level Taliban fighters has been moderately effective

-but has not yet realized its potential.

We support the recongiliation program and the decisions taken by the
GOA. |';

FIGHT VS. AL-QAEDA AND THE TALIBAN

v s e

{to clarify the GOA

7. (U) Mr. Hadley asked |
Qaeda and Taliban threat in

strategy for eliminating the A
the next two to three years.

8. €5) The GOA supports restoration and reconciliation with

former Tahban when possible. The Taliban Peace and
ship between the
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