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Although there is no evidence that India has deolded te develon
nuelear wespons, a rclear devies could probably be repdy for tasting
within a year following such a declaion, India possesses all the basis
facllities nscessary to produce plutonimm; its research and maclesr power
programs are smzll-scale but well advanced; it has uranivm metal, fual
element fabricatien facilities, and 2 heary water plant; and the capscity
af the recently completed plutondium separation plant (30 tons of fuel
anmaally) apoarently exoeeds present requiremants,
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It the event of a decislon %o develodp puclear weapons, coostiruction
¢of & test szite would probably be siarted well ahead of the anticipated Engres
date of the irttis] test. As a signatory of the Limited Test Ban Treaty, 47 »
India would presumadly test underground. If so, construoticn of the test
site would require tunneling or extensive drilling operations. MNuclaesr m
selentists and enginsers and possibly scie military persornsel woald be
invelved, f}

The Usnada-Indla reaclar is capable of preducing encugh plutonicm
for cne or tWwo nominal-yield weapons anrmally, although India has r
agreeméents with both Canada snd the United States to empley the reactor
[or peacaful purposes only., The fuel hss reportedly been removed from thdh
reactor after an average burmup of only L50-600 MeD/+, which is signifs- | _
cantly lower then the 300 WD/t burmop for which the reaclor was cesigmed:
While this circumstance alone does not necessarily indicate that a decisicn
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heas been made to develop mclsar weapons, 1t hints strongly that suitsble materlal
iz being produced to permit the rapid implementation of suck a decision.

Elgotronic neutran gensrateors and high-guality deterators--components
1ikely to be used in the first Indian muelesar device——are readily availlable on
the open market in Western Hurcpe, The testicg of high-explesive shapes, a
necessary step towaré the development of a maclear weapon, Would probsbly Te
carried out over a periof of several menths.

The Embassy is recuested to repart any of the f2llowlng information on
this subject which may become available:

1. 8igns of activity in remote areas which mighi portend the consizuction
of a nmuclear tast site.

2, Indleaticns that muolesr-assoolsted research facilitles are being
aglallished surreptiilously or that seeurlty is being tightened at existing
facilities,

3. Evidence cf contimced operation of the Canada-India reactor at Trombay
to produce relatively V"clean" plutonium.

s Procurement or development by India of small elscironic neutroo
generators and high-uality, elsctrically-initiated, high-explosive detonatos.

5« Testing of highly instrumented high-explosive shapes or seciions.
any reporting which may prove feasible in response to thls requirement should
eite SICR Mo, D=5T2-137EE. Decauwae of the high collection pricrlty accorded
this subjecl, even temucus indleatlons of nuclear weapons activily should be
reportad,
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