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1, SUMMARY, Indian Ambassad unched with Acting

Secretary During 1uﬁch Under Secretary
took occcasion to review with Jha our concerns about
possible effect of Indian support for cross border
operations, Indian views on political accommodation with
Awami League, and negative Indian position on UN presence
in refugee camps on both'sides of Indo-Pak border, END

‘

2. Ambassador Jha noted as he had to Assistant Secréetary

Sisco (reftel) that India greatly appreciated US economic

assistance' over the years. GOI recognized that we had 1

DRAFTED BY: ORAFTING DATE JTEL. EXT. APPROVED B8Y: C .
NEA/INC: ACEQua:Lnt;oﬁt°emg/ jal 7/15/71 | 21289 The Actin¥ fecretary
CLEARANCES:

NEA - Mr, Van }-I/fo(;& s/s - Mr. Miller

9

FORM
4 -68 DS -322

%‘f’“"

SECRET/EXDIS

Classilication

Departmen‘ﬁ d Bidite 0 l2853l*




o .

age 2 of telegram to Amembassy NEW DELHI

SECRET/EXDIS

Classification

-

[T-supported India economically but regretted.we had not supported India

"politgcally, When questioned Jha referred specifically to lack
of support in India-Pakistan conflict of.'65 and with respect to
Kasbmir, N e -

:3° Actlng Secretary in reply rev1ewed history of our resPectlve
political p051t10ns over past 20 years going back to cold war and
Indian neutralist p011c1es° He commented that Indla was & leader
of the neutral natlons durlng thlS perlod and seemed to wish to;
keep a certain distance from the US° He also noted fact that

I‘gmnughout this period US had given.Indla economic assistance
and he believed this demohstrated continuing hope that our
political relations would become more in tune in future, While
recognizing problems of the past it was hore important, however,
to look toward futureo |
4, Acting Secretary outllned for Jha some of our current concerns
about 31tuat10n in South A51ao He reallzed danger of armed o
conflict was inherent ln present situation, He recognized the
psychological and other pressures which were bearing in on the‘”‘

Indian government but no one could foretell how dlsastrous a war

would be; for India, the region or the rest of the world Wlth
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hindsight perhaps Pakistan would not have done_what it did in
March if'it could havé foreseen the problems, dilemmas and dangers
which have resulted, USG is pursuing disinterested policy in
South Asia. It is not seeking an?%hing for-itself, Such dis-
interest is not so certain on the part of other external powers
such as China and perh;ps'the USSR, War is disastrous genérally,
but perhaps particularly so for India politically énd economically
in the light ;f the econ;mic anﬁ sociél progress India is making.
It also could lead to growing influence in area of outside powers,
@5. Acting Secretary stressed that both India and US working
toward saﬁe ultimate goal of political accommodation in East'
Pakistan, cessation of fighting and return of refugees, The
dilemma was how to create conditions to achieve these results,
Even if Pakistan wished to stop the fighting it could be
difficult tc achieve so 19ng as guerrilla activity continued.
Whatevef degree of support India gave to guerrillas would seem
only to work toward keeping this conflict alive, We share with
India the desire to move Pakistan as soon as possible to a
cessation of all military activity. We recognize psychologiéal'
needs of those who want an independent Bangla Desh or aﬁtonomy.

Lo

FoRrM . SECRET/EXDIS
s.as  DS-322A A Classification




Amembassy NEW DELHI

of telegram to

SECRET/EXDIS

Classification

e ons oo

r_-w1th1n Pakistan which push them to fight° Nonetheless, as long

as they continue to fight, partlcularly if encouraged to, it

-

will be difficul; to create conditions in which refugees would I

© eera -

return. - _

6., Acting Secretary also noted Indian public statements that
a po}itical accommodation was neé;ssafy with Awami League and
Mujib. We are aware that Awami League swept elections and
that polltlcal accommodation w111 be difficult without themo
We also recognize practical problems which Yahya faces and do
.1:)t believe that accommodation with Awami League shoqld be a | 1
precondition., We are not saying Yahya should not deal with
Awami League, but merely that he should not be forced to deal
with it in §rder to begin process of creating more stable

»~

government and conditions, if he can, favorable to the return .

of refugees, _ ]

*

7. Acting Secretary also touched on desirability of UN presence
in refugee camps on both sides of border. It was needed on
Pakistani side to receive and care for returning refugees and
start them on way back to their homes, On Indian side a UN

presence need not be necessarily equal or in same border areas.
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[—nlt could however facilltate return of refugees and dlssemination

of 1nformation on how to return. : .

P

8, In reSponse Jha analyzed basic cause of refugee Llow.v He

"'said that even though there was guerrilla activity here and

,'there, scale of flghtlng was not such as to create contlnued
refugee flow of present magnltude, i. e., 45 000-50 000 per daye

- Cause of refugee flow was not flghtlng but fact that Hlndus

ta

being drlven out selectlvely by Pak army from East Paklstancj

First step was to StOp the Pak.army from taklng further actlon°
: . :
'uimllarly, if GOP would stop selectlvely dr1v1ng out H:Lndus
- ‘reduced :
and if refugee flow were zadmmtaﬁ to a trlckle 1t would be easier

ko

to ask India to agree to such moves, as a UN presence to help

with the return of refugeeso' When such condltlons created
Indla might be able accept proposal whereas now proposal f

appeared to equate Indla and Paklstan,; One of real problems

. _.‘_‘“'.-.,,. »

for GOT in trylng to persuade refugees to’ go back at this time :wt_rﬁ

8 . .»_.'J Lo

"was that they mlght succeed w1th a few Musllms whereas Hindus f |

.‘

would not return. This could glve a false impre331on of peace

1\
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without any prosPect of gettlng back thelr homes and property -er-ff.-

"whereas m11110ns of. refugees would be 1eft in Indlao US should :i ;h$
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{T- activitjr° 1t would be helpful if GOP could announce that army

planning to withdraw to barracks.. .
9. Jha stated that GOI extremely conséious“of danger of armed |

.conf;ict and desperately concerneé‘about ity What was needed i

was government in East Pakistan qpich would be tolerant of 7

minorities. It seemed to him that US was arguing only for

civilian admiqistration, This was not enough., What was required
was an administration which woﬁid encourage minorities to gO
back, return their property to them and treat them fairly.

’ Acting Secretary fully agreed and said US was not thinking
merely in terms of civilian administration, but rather one which
would encourage the return and fair treatment of all refugeeso
10. Acting Secretary also commented to Jha on problem of
military and economic assistance to Pakistan. He explained
US policy on arms shipments, noting that recent shipments,
essentially of parts, presented particuiar psychological
problem in India, We had stopped .all future authorizations

and had halted any shipment of the "one time exception." What

remained in pipeline, although recognizing 1t as having a

e O s U1

psychological effect in India, was of no real military signifi-

'__'_'_'ca'nce° The position on economic aid was the same. We had not __J-




pOlltlcal situation remained as it was, We do not intend to
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really glven ald 'since’ March 25, Our ﬁosition was fundamentally
no dlfferent from that of other Consortlum countriess Other
ConsortLUm countrles had said they,would not give aid while

put such political strings on our ald but the actual positlon

was much the same. It was more a question of atmosphere than

actions.

Near the end of the 1uncheon after India-Pak questions
had been fully covered, Ambassador Jha switched the conversation
and asked about both the Parls negotlatlon, particularly the

North Vietnamese seven points, and about Vietnamization in

general.
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