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I hope you will pardon the prosumption ¢f my involving nysalf 4in
B6 this natter, but over the weckand the Afghan network hag beon
| lighting up with concerns over dovelopments in seuthern and
western Afghanistan. I wanted to pasa this aleng to you -- and tg

Lee 12 you think anything belaw warrants his attention,

told me thig AN

NCBIne at the (I81) is deeply involved in
tha Taleban take ovar in Randahar and Qalat. He is worrisd that
the GOP may be seeking to “pacify” Afghanistan, inter alia ta
[y open commerce from Central 4sia to. Karachi wvia the Horat-
: Randshar-Channan road, He suspects that the Hestard plan wil:
either be sabotaged or sabgtantially altsred by this undertaking.

f1~%¥ )Lgfqux\ An Afghan cantaot in Dushanbe told me this AH that thors ix »
Rabbani-ISI deal aeccording to which Rabbani has agread te an 181
nove inte mouthern and westsrn Afghaniatan so long as it doas not
extand to a challenge of Ismail Khan in Herat. The Thinking of

r-;-u.r~nsc— T-94a weEmD

Gulbuddin will be unable L0 move bevond the Rabul stalemats as it
(and HG) had expectsd. (A US journalist in Tashksent this AM
called to say that he has heard the Taleban night be moving
toward Gardez ~~ yith invelvement 1n Kabul inteénded.)

Afghans here in the U,3. who elainm to be in  pheone aontaot with

Afghans in Quotta allege that Pak Alr Forca offieinls are

readying Kanhdahar airport fox support of gtil) larger nllitary

) . oporations to inelude heavier Pighting in Helmand and Farah. One

B R R O e Afghan asserts as fact involvement of Pau nilitary with the
Taleban and that old Khalqls are serving aa enforeers 1ip

it

own dependence on Pakistan, thare abpears to be significapt
sentiment within the diaspora againet the GOP nove,

i that foreign intervention, sspasially by Paks who ars not

liked, natably in the South), ultimately will denerate

resistance, Hhile the ahsence of any sourca of foreign support

for such resistance may linit  itg intensity, it will =mean at

least long term Instability, Continued GOP interforence in

- Afghanistsn ocould lead fo Afghan~Pak conPliect, Horeover, I faar
the impliecglions for Hesterl’s efforts sntailed in these

davelopnents. It the Mesteri oplan is gomehow linked to thls

intervention, 4t wil1 undormine the plan. Alternatively, it
2 . could be aimed at sabotaging the plan. ) .
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