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" MEMORANDUK OF CONFERERCE WITH THE PRESITENT
. - - June 6, 1945

4 . - -t — -

- B 1. I opened by telling him that T had -agked for this
conference yesterddy worning for a number of importént but not .
immediate subjects but in the afternocon they had beeén blotted out
by the explosion of the matter about which I hed spoken to him last

- -night, and I would take that up first and might have to have more
time for the others. .- . ' L O
: I told him of how I came to . hear sbout this clagh
_¥ith the French at the regular State-War-Navy meeting which T was
in the habit of holdifng every week; that Grew had shown me the papers -
. of this ineident for the first Zime including the proposed pressre= - = -
-~ .- leasej- that T was 50 much in sympathy with it that when it was first
read to me I was tempted to 'send him, the President, a telegram of - 7
- %Go to it%, but that further reflection and the views of others had .
brought me to an-sppreciation of the dangers of goling ahead with it .
before othar steps had been t +——He laughed and said that wag the
same way with himself; that. t -3t was-finebut was coming to
— = 7 TtHe ¢onclusion that he must go Blow. ' -

S I then outlined my position to the effect that I was
fully in-sympathy with the neeessity of curbing deGaulle whom I was
coming o regard as a psychopathic. He interrupted to ssy that was.
- - his opinion teo. I said I h&d spent most of last night in & good deal
~ of thought on it and I was afraid now that the remction ‘of mekilg T
« public a press release would bhe. to_inflawe the American pecple-and— -—
solidify “the French people behind deGaulle ~ in faet to do juat what
was the mistake in the British handling of-the Syriax metter when-there
vag accidentally made.public in the House of Commons Churchill's messsge
5 < %o deGaulle before.deGaulle had sven. received it. I said that I had
% ascerisined that this had inflamed Freich governwent.zen who wWers e i —
aur sid ¥ing- 4’ buck deGaulle,  Thersfore-I very mush feared = - ,
- ihat doing the same thing over again would. solidify his ‘position.. & . -

. - I told him that we in'the War Deparinent were the -

_ minnocent bystanders® who Wers Wost. likely to be hit because deGaulis.
and his forces lay right aerdgs the line vof comminications for the de- . e
ployjment of our Mﬁmﬁmﬁ‘w Troubls T

o-the publicily of Hia press-relesss;| that he, thy: Fresident could .- - -

: B ga.d ~to-defaulle of a perfectly devastating charasier. . -

vithout, this Jamege and :in’theswiie Ietter could show a1l the good we Hed -

© .. .. done to defaulls and Franve and the.real frienduhip-of “the Awsrican - . et
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. He gald he fully agresd. I them, to cut the matter ‘o
short and gesl the whole thing up, asked if he wonld have any objec— '
tion if I with the aid of Marshall and MeCloy trdiéd.to write out a
draft of what I.thought might be done by him and that woiuld be the
quickest way of putiing it to him. He at once, broke in and said he
wished I would do just that 'thing; that hs had great confidence in
us and that he himself had reached a position where he saw the dangers
. * . ~ and wanted to have it done that way. He reiterated his eerlier .
- statement that he had been himself taken off his guard by the proposed .
e ” press release and had not_thought it out-until-aftersards.” —Kceordingly w
I Iet the matier stop there and said I would at once get such a message
drafted and send it over to him. - Ao - o .
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% T 2« I then took up the maiters on my dgends, telling him
first of -the- work of the InteFii Committee reetings lest week. He paid
that Byrnes had reported to hiw already aboubt it and that Byrnes seemed
to be highly pleased with what hsd been done. I then said that the .
points of sgreement and views srrived at were subgtantially as follows: -

. . .- & fThat there should be-norevelmtiow t6 Buseia or = =~
anyone else of our work in S-1 until the first bomb had been
suceessfully laid on Japan. . ’

b. That the greatest e¢omplication was whet might
happen at the meeting of the Big Three. He told me Be had
postponed that until the 15th of July on purpose to give us more
time. I pointed out that there might still be delay aBd if there
was and the Russians should bring up the subject and dsk ms to ..
take them-in as partners; I-thought thet our atiitude was 3o do’
just what the Russians had done to us, namely to make the simpl
statement that as yet we were not quite ready to do it. ‘

s ¢ I told him that the only suggestion which our Cem-

- mittee had been able to give s s fut ' e T¥on

‘ T was that each country should promise to make publiec 811 work that

was belng dons on this- subjeet and that an inkerpational committece

of control ghould be constituted with- full power ‘of inspection of .

all comntries to.zee whether this ‘promize was beltp Girried cut.

I said I recognized that this was imperfeet and might not be assented

to by Russia, but that- in-that case-we wers far-enough Fhesdof -

- - ‘the gamé tu De able to accwmulate erisugh materiel to serve as ‘
ingurance- againat being-canght helpless.,

. od. I2aid that of course no diselosurs of the work should
be made to anyoms until all such gromises of control were made and
established.. We then also discussed Purther quid pro guos which

- should be established in cinsideration fof cur taking them into - .

partnership, ' He said b %sd beén thinking of that and ‘mentioned- .

. H e e S : ) R ,,'-_;_‘...._.-_L-.—-,—-—.————-' . .';

s the samg ”M%lﬁp, - thinking: of ; namely thé Fettiement of - 'g

—- it — " the Polish, Russniax, Figoslaviai; snd Manchurian $roblens. co %
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: 3. He then'asked ws if' I had heard of the accomplishment

which Harry Hopkins héd mede in Mescow and when I said I bad not
“he told me there was a promise.in writing by Stelin that Manchuria

should resain fully Chinese except for a 99 year lesse of

Port Arthur and the settlement of Deirsn which we hed hold of, I

warned him that with.the 50-50 -control of the railways running
-across Manchuria, Bussia would still be likely to outweigh® the :

Chinsse in’actual power in that comntry. He said he realized that =
. : but’ the p;_ogi;s;e_m‘perfacﬂy-e}:ew—aﬁdjgmx::‘i T -

- 4¢ T told him. _\% I =as busy considering our conduct
of the war against Japan and I told him how I was trying to hold
the-Air Force down o preeisionbombing but thit with the Japanese
method of seattering its ‘manufacture it was rather difficult to pre~ - - -
Yent area bombing+-—I told ki I was anxious about this festure of
the war for two reaspns: firat, because I did not want to have the
United States get the reputation of outdoing Hitler in atroeities; - ‘
and second, I was & little fearful that before we could get ready ' .
the 4ir Force might Hnve Japan sc thoroughly bombed out that the new
) " weapan would not lave & fair background to show its §trength. He '
— — — "7 l=ughed and said he understood. '

Owing to the sbortness of time I did not get through any
further matiers on my-agenda.
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