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Mr. Presldent:

This la what ls going on with guerrillas in Bolivia:

Last March 24 Bolivian security forces were ambushed in a remote
area of southsastern Bolivia as they wera Investigsting reports of a
guerrills training camp. Since then 6 other skirmishes have been

! fought. The Bolivian forces have come off poorly in thase engagamants,
losing 28 of thelr mea to 2 or 3 known rebels killed.

Interrogation of several desarters and prisoners, including ayyoung
Freach commmualst == Jules Debray -~ closely assoclated with Fidal
Castro and suspected of ssrviag as & Cuban courier, strongly suggests
Y that the guerrilias are Cuban-sponsered, although this 1s hard to docu~

ment. There 1s some evidence that ""Che™ Cuevara may have ith
the group. _Do_}juy reports seeing him, |,

|a receat statement by Breshaev that Guevara
"Latia America "making his revolutions",

Estimates of the strength of the guerrillas range from 50 to 60 men,
It appears that they wore flushed out while still in a preliminary train-
ing phase and before they intended to open operations. Despits this,
thoy have so far clearly out-classed the Bolilvian securily forces. The
performance of the goveramant uanits has revealed s.iserious lack of

command coordination, officer leadership and troop training and dis~
C‘Pl‘u.

o Soon after the presence of guerrillas had been established, we sent
T a speclal tesam and sorns equipment to help organise another Ranger-type
Battalion. On the military side, we are helping aboat as fast 6e the
Bolivians are able to absorb our aesistance. The diversion of scarce
rssources to the Armed Forces could lead to budgetary problems, and
our flaancial asslstance may bo needed later this ysar.

The outlook Is not clear. The guerrillas were discovered early
before they warae able to consolidate and take the offensive. .The pursuit

by the government forces, while not very effective, does keep them on
the run. These sre two plusses.

At their present strength the guerrillas do not appear to pose sn
inunediate threat to Barrientos. If thelr forces were to be quickly
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augmented and they were able to open new fronts in the near future, as
now rumored, the thin Bolivian armed forces would de hapd-pressed
and the fragile political situation would be threatensd. The hope 1o
that with our help Bolivian security eapabdilities will m—«um.
guerrilla capabllities and eventually elear thom out.

State, DOD, and CIA are followlng developments ¢losely. As I men-
tioned, Defense ls training and equipplag additional forces. CIA has
increased its operations,

Thes Argentines and Brasilians are also watching this one. Argeatina

is the only other country with a military miseion lm La Pas. Close mil-
{tary ties between Argentiaa and Bolivia are traditicnsl. The Argentines
have also furalshed military supplies to the Bolivians,

W. W. Rostow
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