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‘SAY Pnrmlm ESHKDL TODAY‘AT KIS ?EQUEST FOLLouIvG INDEPENDEHCE
DAY RECEPTION JERUSALEM, AT WHISH TIME HE YANDED ME RESPONSE
?0 PRESIDENT Jonwsov S‘LETTEH OF MARGH 19.: TEXT FOLLcwsz

“OFAR'WR. PR IUENT

T HAVE GIVEN CAREFUL THOUGHT TO‘YOUR'ME@SAGE oN THE n:mown MATTE?.‘;

TRANSMITTED TO YME BY AMBASSADOR BA?BOUW aﬁ'mnncn as.
fcrw zasa 15 19 ?3 | | . .

"-"nem " QUWJL 5&349—9«-&-%—9—%—- | '
IT 13 WITH MUCH REGRET THAT I anv=10 TNFOQM YOU THAT MY
DEEPENTING CONCERM FOR ISRAEL'S SECURITY DOESS NOT PERMIT ME 1O
NEPART FROYM THE POSITION I CONVEYED T9O 'YOU THROUGH AMBASSADOR

BA?BOUR ON "MRCH 3. ALLOW ME TO EXPLAI\I

ETHL CAURSE YOU SUGGEST DERIVES, AS 1 UWDER TAND, F?OM THE
CONSTIDERATION THAT PRESIDENT NASSERS FEAR MAY DRIVE HIM TO A
CHOICE SETWEREN ACCELERATING THE UAR MILITARY BUILD~UP OR A
DESPERATE PRE-EMPTIVE ATTACK, WE ARE; HOWZIVER, CONVINCED .
THAT THE RATE AND SCOPE OF THE EXPANSION OF THE ECYPTIAN
WAR MACHINE 1S DETERMINED BY THE DEVELOPING POTENTIAL OF EGYPT AND
THE AVAILABILITY OF FOREIGN ASSISTANCE, MILITARY AND ECONOMIC.
MOREOQVER, IT WOULD APPEAR T2 US TO BE BEYOND DOUBT THAT IS -
 PRESIDENT NASSER CONSIDER THAT ISRAEL*S MILITARY CAPACITY
HAD DETERIORATED BEYOND THE MARGIN OF SAFETY, HE WOULD NOT =~ .
HESITATE TO UTILIZE WHAT WOULD APPEAR TO HIM TO BE A SUITABLE -
OPPORTUNITY FOR LAUNCHING SUDDEN. ATTACK. THIS IS INDEED THE
THESIS WHICH, IN FLASRANT VIOLATION OF THE U.N. CHARTER,
HE CONSISTENTLY PROPAGATES TO HIS OWN PEOPLE AND TO THE
'OTHER ﬂRAB PEOPLES OF. THE EIDDLE ER“T.
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PAGEE 3 HUQWVL 5&5*6"E"C“R*E_T“' S N
THE SR P?OCLAMATIOV ARE ACCOMPAVIED BY’EXT?WSIVE WAR PREPARATIONS. E
IS IT THEN NOT SAFER TS ASSUME THAT THE PROSPECY OF WAR WILL S ;
RECEDE IN THE MEASURE THAT HTS APPREHENSIANS WILL IY¥CREASE AND,
CONVERSELY, THAT THE DANGER OF WaR WILL GRAY MORF ACUTE: ¥ | f
HIS APPREUTENSIONS ?EGARDI“G ISQQEL S DmTER??VT CARPACITY . L
Aﬂn ALLAY’D?‘ | , .

ON THE FURTHER QUESTION-OF THE POSSIBLE X”LOITATION BY - o
PRESIDENT NASSER OF THE PROPOSEU REASSURANCE, IT IS OUR VIEW ;
THAT PRESIDENT NASSER MIGHT UTILIZE IT IN ORDER TO STRENGTHEN -
HIS APPEAL TO THE OTHER ARAP STATES FOR CONCERTED AGGRES<ION
AGAINST ISRARL. THERE TS -THE FURTHER CONSIDERATION THAT :
HAYING REGARD TO THE NSCILLATING PATTERN OF PRESIDENT NASSER*e g
FORTIGN POLICY, HE MIGHT FIND IT OPPORTUNE N CERTAIN CIRCUM<=TANCES
TO REVEAL AND EXPLOIT THE EXISTENCE OF A SPECIAL U.S. - ISRAEL . |

RELATIONSHIP, THE RECORD OF THE MIDDLE EAST OVER THE PAST DECADE .
IS REPLETE WITH EVIDENCE OF PRESIDENT NASSERS UNRELIABILITY, . . -
THZ FACT THAT ON A PREVIOUS OCCASION ‘HE ‘REFRAINED FROM ABUSING ;
CONFIDENCE ON THIS PARTICULAR MATTER CANNOT, -IN OUR VIEW, . B
;sunnanEE THE EXERCISE OF RESTRAINT ON HIS PART IN THE rUTURE.;- -
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LET ME ASSURE Y0U, MR. PRESIDENT, THAT 1 HAVE WEIGNED. UP THIS

%ATTER MOST CAREFULLY FROM EVERY ANGLE, AND DO NOT LIGHTLY

 'RETERATE MY RESERVATIONS, IN THE EVOLVING <ITUATION IN: THE AREA, -
THE ASSESSMENTS AND CALCULATIONS IN- THE MIND OF THE MAN WHO - .
UNREMITTINGLY PROPAGATES A DOCTRINE OF WAR AGAINST ISRAEL,  °
ARE_WIGHLY SIGNIFICANT. NO GOVERNMENT IN CIRCUMSTANCES SIMILAR
T9 THOSE IN WHICH WE FIND OURSELVES, COULD PERMIT ITSELF E
'TO FIREGO EVEN A PSYCHOLOGICAL ADVANTAGE. IF WE HAD CONCRETE |
EVIDENCE THAT -PRESIDENT NASSER WAS ABANDONING ‘HIS DECLARED POLICY -
9% ABGRESSION, WE COULD OF COURSE 'RECONSIDER OUR POSITION, o
AT lvrs STAGE, UNFORTUNATELY, THERE IS NO STGN OF aNY SUCH ]
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‘1ﬂ THE LIGHT OF YOUR INTER“ST IN ISRAEL*S aE”URITY AND wELL-
BEING, 1 AM SURE YOU WILL UNDERSTAND THE MOTIVES FOR THE |
POSITION T FESL OBLIGED TO TAKE. T

LEVY ESHKOL" | e |
CONVERSATINN LASTINP APPROX FORTYHFIVE MINUTES FOLLOVED

DURING WHICH PREVIOUS GROUND GONE OVER IN SOME DETATL. =
" HOYSVER, IN RESPONSE MY QUESTION AS TO WHETHER ME CONSIDERED

DECISTON IRREVOCABLE,. PRIMIV STATED MIND NOT NECESSARILY NADE i
UP FOR ALL TIME"; e e b el N i e foin
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U.S. Ambassador Walworth Barbour provides Secretary of State Dean Rusk with text of Isracli Prime Minister Levi
Eshkol's message to President Lyndon B. Johnson in which Eshkol expresses concern over the scope and
capability of Egypt's military might. Department Of State, 16 Apr. 1964. U.S. Declassitied Documents Online,
https://link.gale.com/apps/doc/CK2349615337/USDD?u=wash74137&s1d=USDD&x1d=0150d210. Accessed 30
July 2020.



