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HIMAN RIGHTS REVIEW
(19-25 May 1978)

SOVIET UNIDN

- Asa.badniroptothamalsonmymmvdeviadGmaldmrdla
in Moscow and Tbilisi last week, Soviet authorities carried out a mumber.
of repressive measures against other dissidents. The Soviets prosumably

hoped that shile international attemtion was focused on the trials, the

other anti-dissident ‘steps would attract little notice. These duvalopnmts

were:

"= Ian:hr of the psychiatric abuse momitoring committee,

- Aleksandr Podrsbinek, was arrested on 14 May. The in-
vestigator assigned to the case told Podrabinek's father
that son was being investigated for having violated
Article 190 (failure to report a crime against the state)

- of the RSFSR criminal cods.

== Jews.sh ‘refusenik'’ Iosif Begun was arrested on 14 May,
. - allegedly for illegally residing in Moscow. He has re-
portedly begun a lumger strike in protest.

. == Qne of the leaders ofthed:.ssidant workers' "free trade
wmion," V. Paplavskiy, was reportedly tried and sentenced
to cne year in a labor camp for vagrancy.

This tmhonieammkﬁanafarﬁelaspxpmdbytha_
g-aymhiagl‘.b divisiong of the Office of Regional and Political
Analysie. Inguiries may be directed to the Produstion Staff,
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. --  Several %nimtsstandmg vigil outside the Orlov trial were

-- A Tass article in Prawia on 23 May implied that Orlov, &s -
well as Shcharanskiy, was working for US intelligence services.
In a 15 May lecture on international affairs at the Moscow
factory whare Shcharanskiy's brother works, Shcharanskiy was
reportexily referred to as a CIA agent. (mnmr:w.)

EASTERN ' EUROPE

ovakia: | WJthreehstms
of police 77 signatories since mid- Two of the
victims were sbandoned in the coumtryside near Pragus. This is the
first hmn sustained use of police bruta.lity against dissidents since
the Charter 77 movement was initiated in Japuary 1977.

The Chartists believe that by using violence the regime hopes to
pravoke them into illegdl retaliatory moves that would make them vul-
nerasble to legsl prosecution. They also see it as a way of forestalling
dissident activity during the coming visit of Soviet leader Brezhnev to
Pragua. As the US Bmbassy suggests, the incidemts are probsbly part of .
an overall ening of internal cmtro]s in anticipation of incCreased
dissident activity pegged to the tenth ammiversary of the Soviet-led
invasion of Czechoslovakia in August.

Some Chartists believe their only defense against such police
tactics is Western publicity, and they have comsequemtly given detailed
accomts of the recent beatings to Western newsmen. They have also sent
protests to top Czechoslovak leaders. While the beatings have made the
Chartists ts very cautious about their persanal movements, they have not
dissuaded them from issuing a statement of solidarity with convicted
Soviet dissidemt Yuriy Orlov. (CONFIDENTIAL)

Two documents prepared by a small but active group
of Mnia%ﬁ: dissidents were recently cbtained by the US Embassy

in Bucharest. group announced the formation of a '"Committee for the
Defense of Ralj.gious and Spiritual Freedoms" with the aim of assisting
persons pmmtd for religious beliefs. The documents solicit an
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m international Christian solidqrity orgsmization in
for an énd to religious persecution in Romenia. The
Camittee hopes to promote ties between Christians in Romania and other
countries, and to publicize the regime's intolerance toward religion.

The appearance of the documents is the first time in over a year
that the disgident group has publicly challenged the regime on
the ispue of rali freedom. Although some members of the group were
briefly detained ﬁt year, its leaders apparently contimue preaching
without repercussions. Most recently, pastor Iosif Ton, who has been
the driving force behind the movement, pmachad_m.Bmharest churches
and was not harrassed. Some of the religious dissidents, however, were
reportedly forced to apply for passports, with the cbvious implication
that the regime wants to leave. The US Bmbassy believes that the

-=1f issusd--will bear exit visas valid for the US, thus forcing
m to make a dscision concerning admission of these dissidents.
(CONFIDENTTAL)

WESTERN

. -- E: FureisnministersofﬂmBCNineagrgedatthei:gin:'Eoml
meeting on 20 May to issue a joint statement deploring the Soviets
sentencing of prominent dissident Yuriy Orlov and his colleagues who had
been monitoring the USSR's compliance with the Helsinki sgreement. The 55/
statement was released on 24 May.
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CT aggy: The Turkish Government recently granted pemmission to
Mb%mﬂtoopmmofﬂcemm. This decision is in
line with the public commitment to human rights made by the Ecsvit
govermment. In granting the authorizatiom, Ecevit may calculate that .
vhile Amesty's assessments of the Turkish luman rights scene could
smaﬁmesbeubuassinﬁwillbeabletoweﬂmjustasofmto
rebut Greek charges of Tights violations in Turkey.

The presence of the Amesty International office should help
moves against minorities, such as the Greeks who are com-
centrated in Turkey's urban areas. Turkish treatment of people such as
? Kurds, who live in remote parts of the country, will be more difficult
mtor.

The most serious mman rights-related problem facing Ecevit, however,
is the steadily increasing level of political violence, concentrated
mainly_mg_rim gangs of Turkish students. Ecevit, who is opposed to
draconian measures for both philosophical and political reasons, has so
far taken a messured spproach to this problem, and he will remsin wwilling,
notwithstanding pressure from some of his advisers, to take such steps
as the imposition of martial law. Should violence continue, however, he
may £ind presgure for decisive action impossible to resist. (CONFIDENTIAL)

== International Labor: The executive board of the International
Confederation of Free Irade Unions announced last Friday in Hamburg that
it will file a complaint against the USSR and Poland with the International
Lahor Organizetion in Geneva. It will allege that both coumtries have
Violated the IIO's comvention on workers' freedom of association, which
was adopted in 1948 and has been ratified by both states. This ICFIU
decision comes not long after the other, smaller, Western lsbor grouping,
the Christian-orientad World Confederation of Labor, opted to file a
similar camplaint against the Soviets for their crackdown on dissidents

=

SECRET
NOFORN/NOCONTRACT/ORCON

No Objection To Declassification 2008/04/30 : NLC-31-39-2-4-9



No Objection To Declassification 2008/04/30 : NLC-31-39-2-4-9 '
. NOFORN/NOCONTRACT /ORCON '

seeking to organize a trade unjon not under regime control. ICFIU
General Secretary Kersten has also served notice that his organization
continues to expect I1O action on its formal, year-old complaint against
Czadnsl% for alleged discriminatory employment practices.

LATIN AMERICA

L : ' The Peruvian Govermment on 19 May declared a state of
energency the country because of widespread civil umrest over
the ammouncenent of steep price increases for food staples and gasoline.
Constitutional guarantess and the publication of all independent magazines

As g precgution prior to the natiomwide gemeral strike on 22-23
May, suthorities arrested a score of lasbor leadsrs, jourmalists and
leftist politricsns, : _some cendidates for the 18 June constituent
assembly election. some of those arreste2sxi
g.lée;ithm be. sent into exile or detained in the jungle penal colony of

A further 800 demcnstrators reportedly were arrested during the
strike. Humireds had previously been arrested né cﬂulgnectim w%th violent
protest damemstrations in the provinces. Some o protest leaders
reportedly may be sent to Lime for incarceration. (SECRET/NOFORN/

D) %r: The recent decision by Bcuador's supreme election
tribumal to 1d earlier disqualifications for the 16 July presidemtial
elaction has further depleted the ranks of eligible capdidates. Although
gg;r:mt leaders stress the legality of the disqualifications, their

~ has besen to ajd govermment- rted candidates and sidetrack
'mstofﬂmseuﬂ:nmnottoitsm : Shm:.}dthemjm'.ngcon-
tenders not perform according to govermment's expectations, further
intervention in the election process cammot be tuled out.

Despite the insistance by govermment leaders and even respected
former President Galo Plaza that the election tribunal acted independently
and g to law in on the disqualifications, there is wide-
spread susp that some officers ave behind the move. Since
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February, both through questionable revisions in the election law and by
decisions of the election tribunal, five presidential contenders have
been excluded. (SECRET/NOFORN,

= YM}&‘ Despite intensive counterinsurgency efforts,
guerrilla the eastern states of Monegas, Anzoategui, and Sucre:
?ctt?l‘l thammty to harass military wnits and disrupt civilian o5x4
vities. |

. The causes for the failure appear to lie in the military's in- 261
ability to marshal the support of local residents as well as rivalry
between civilisn and military intelligence umits in the field. Guerrilla
‘actions have decreased in recent months/ 5 b
e o S e S | Renewed actions
will probably aim for publicity and support In this election year. Some
1ikely tactics include kidnsping and extortion of prominent local
residents; armed attacks on military installations and convoys; highway
and bank robberies; and infiltration of armed forces and security umits
in the area,(SECRET/NOFORN/NOCONTRACT)

FAR EAST

-- Indonesia: President Suharto is apparently determined not to
allow the Tssue of hman rights in Indonesia to jeopardize continuing US
‘military and economic aid. On 20 Msy, the Indonesian Government released
265 political prisoners in commemoration of the ammiversary of the West
-Java military commend. Other small-scale, symbolic releases may well
occur on similsr commemorative occasions in coming months, as sn adjunct
to the plammed, phased release of same 20,000 political detainess by :
December 1979. Suharto seems to have adopted the idea of more frequent
relepsas of smaller groups of prisoners as a way to maximize favorable
hmen rights publicity. _
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After Vice President Mondale's visit to Jakarta, Suharto reportedly
decided to release 10,000 political prisoners between August and December,
and the remaining 10,000 next year. He has now apparently changed his '
mind, end intends to releasse 5,000 on Indonesia's Independence Day in
August and another 10,000 before Decamber 1978, leaving cnly 5,000 to be
released in 1979. In another apparent move to win US approval, Suharto
has instructed Artorney Gemeral Said either to release or quickly bring
to trial persons who were arrested for dissident activities in the
months. before the recent national assembly session. (CONFIDENTIAL)

--  South Korea: Kim Kwan suk, the Secretary Gemeral of the
Korean Nationsl Council of Churches and a leading critic of the Pak
govermment, has sent a letter to President Carter charging that the
luman rights situation in Scuth Korea is far worse than "public reporting"
Indicates. The letter warns that repression by the goverrment is reaching
a ''dangerous point," and that without real improvements there is bound
to be a serisus social crisis. Kim voices disappointment over what he
sees as US support for the Pak government, adding that the US Government
thus shares responsibility for violation of human rights in South Korea,
Citing South Vietnam's experience as an example, Kim expressed concern
that South Xorea's alleged disregard of human rights will also lead to
its intermmtional isolatiom.

Kim's letter, which was passed to the US Bmbassy in Seoul and has
been brought to the US by a member of Dr. Brzezinski's party, reflects
the frustration that South Korea's human rights activists have increasingly
experienced over the past year. Their cause has lost momentum at home,
while the efforts of the Pak government to improve its image abroad have
made substantial gains. (CONFIDENTIAL)

AFRICA

== Tm%-m: Andreas Shipanga, the former Minister of
Information for =West Africa Pegple's Orgamization, and 11

other disseffected SWAPO members were relsssed from detention in Tanzania
on 25 May. The Tanzsnians also released seven members of other southern
Africen liberation groups. All but one of the SWAPO members were flown
directly to Burgpe. The British Government has agreed to grant Shipanga
gli.tical asylum; most of the other SWAPO memwhers are destined for

» Demmark, Norway, or the US.
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. The decision by Tenzanian President Nyerere to relesse the de-
tainees was mede partly in response to pressure from international human
rights organizations, including Amnesty International, In addition, the
Western five-power contact group's proposals on Namibia call for the
releagse of all Namibian political prisomers held outside the territory.
SWAPO leaders in Namibia have already cited the Tenzanian release in
urging South Africa to free SWAPO members held in its prisoms.

SWAPO lesder Sam Nujoma had earlier opposed Shipanga's release,
m:sibly becase he feared Shipanga could mount a serious challenge to

leadership. Some black Namibian political leaders may ask Shipanga
to return to Nemibia to help lead a moderate political coalition.
W,wfm that if he returns, he might be arrested by
South .apthorities or assassinated by adheremts of Nujoma.
(SBCRET/NOFCRN)

.- ! : President Ali Soilih, the leftist leader of the
Indian Ocesm i lic of the Camoros,. was overthrown in a coup on
13 May. Sailih's anti~re:£3:‘.ous policies--he outlawed the wearing of
veils by wamen in public prohibited elaborate weddings and feasts
that had been a century-old tradition in the Comorus--caused a great
deal of discontent emong the islands' predominantly Moslem population.
The new govermment is pledged to restore religious freedom throughout
the islands and the tion seems to be relisved and pleased that
ih is no lomger in power. (CONFIDENTIAL)
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