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Translation of Written Questions of Mr. N. van der Veen (Pacifist Socislist
sember of the becond Chamber) to hanister of lefense &. H, Visser, and De-

fense Minister Visser's Answers of Cctober 23 arranged for reading in sequence
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6., Question:

Is 1t correct that rockets, type “Honest John," have been shipped to the
Fetherlands or have already arrived in order %o be stored in this coun-
try?

It 13 indeed true that rockets of the type "Honest John" have been
shipped to the Netherlands and have arrived here in order to couplete
the armament of the Royal Forces.

Is the lnister able to inform whether these rockets are fitted for the
use of atomic warhead charges®

These rockets can be equipped with conventional as well as atomic charges.

Are these atomic warheads on hand with the rockets and wall they also be
stored in the Netherlands® If so, who 1s responsible for the use of
then?

For important military reasons tge undersigned 1s not able to say where
the atomic heads for these rockets will be stored. Concerning the use
of the atomic neads the undersigned has nothing $o add to what 13 saad
in the memorandum in reply regarding Chapter III of the Hational Budget
1958, (NOTE: This memorandum digcugsed the control of nuclear weapons
and pointed out that in pranciple every member country has the right of
control in usaing nuclear weapons, but in fact only the U.8. and U.K.
have nuclear weapons. In defense of the alliance these weapons could be
used only in accord with agreed strategic NATO plans 1n whach all FATO
allies particapate.}

Is the ilinister able to explain why the Netherlands defense 1s in need
of weapons of this type and why they may be useful st the present?

At present, weapons of thas type are necessary and useful for the Neth-
erlands because NATO defense plans are an part based upon armang with
tactical nuclear weapons the "shield® forces, of which the Netherlands
forces are part and parcel.

Is the Manister of the opinion that these rockets, whether supplied with
a charge or not, may be used for exercises in the Netherlands, & country
with such a great density of people?

Firing exercises with rockets, of course without nuclear head charges,
are expected to be held outside the Netherlands.

Is not the Manister of the opinxon that the storage of these weapons in
our country 13 already tco big a risk in time of peace and mey render J
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the Hetherlands a direct target for a destructive attack in the evéﬁt
of war?

The undersigned 1s of the opinion that at present the best guarantee to
prevent war and an attack on the Netherlands as the buwilding of a very

effective defense system. The incorporation of the said weapons in the
armsment 1s one of the measures which 1s considered necessary.

Is the Manister willing to take justifiable measures in order to have
the sard weapons removed from the Netherlands territory in view of the
great danger for the Netherlands people?

The forsgoing shows that the undersigned finds no occasion to go further
into this guestion.

Is not the Minister of the opinion that the messures, mesnt in question
7, maght be a contributzon to the easing of the tension the world 1s
confronted with nowadays, and that this contribution is possible, necese
sary, and practicable?

The Governmeni agrees with 1ts allies that there are not yet symptoms
of an easing of tension which might justily e weakening of NATO defense.
Needless to say, this defense exclusively serves the peace and the se-
curity.
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