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Jorge Elias August 24, 2025

The two faces of Putin
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Trump and Putin take a ride on The Beast

Flattery, sports banter, and history lessons. These were the themes of Vladimir Putin 's
conversations with Bill Clinton in 2000, during his first term, according to documents
declassified by the National Security Archive , a non-governmental organization based at
George Washington University . In light of Putin's last summit with Donald Trump in Alaska
, twenty-five years after the start of his string of elections and re-elections and that one-on-
one with Clinton, something has changed, beyond the passage of the presidencies of
George W. Bush , Barack Obama , and Joe Biden , and Trump's first.

https://elinterin.com/2025/08/24/las-dos-caras-de-putin/
https://elinterin.com/2024/05/09/doble-de-cuerpo/?swcfpc=1
https://elinterin.com/2014/11/27/mentiras-verdaderas/?swcfpc=1
https://nsarchive.gwu.edu/
https://elinterin.com/2025/08/19/alto-el-fuego-a-tres-bandas/?swcfpc=1
https://elinterin.com/2019/09/15/cuando-bush-daba-la-hora/?swcfpc=1
https://elinterin.com/2016/11/06/hasta-la-vista-obama-jorge-elias/?swcfpc=1
https://elinterin.com/2022/07/23/la-desilusion-con-biden/?swcfpc=1


2/4

The documents, written by Strobe Talbott , deputy secretary of state during the Clinton
administration, show Putin at his most collaborative and pro-Western, “looking forward to
Russia ’s full integration into the European security system and even into NATO .” He
rounds off both aspirations with a striking phrase: “I am happy.” Putin’s aggressive approach
to the war in Chechnya at the time , with its emphasis on force rather than negotiation, aligns
with his hardline stance on Ukraine —coincidentally, among other differences—due to his
flirtations with NATO.
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Perhaps due to a lack of experience, deduces Talbott, who is fluent in Russian, Putin was
trying to impress Clinton. A quarter of a century later, Trump tried to impress Putin at the
Alaska summit , taking him for a ride in The Beast . A rare occurrence among presidents. A
shared trip of which perhaps no records remain as the exchanges with Clinton. Neither
Secretary of State Marco Rubio nor the special envoy for peace in Russia and Israel , Steve
Witkoff , a billionaire with real estate experience, not diplomatic experience, speak Russian.
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As Max Boot wrote in The Washington Post , “Putin’s triumph was evident from the start of
the meeting at Joint Base Elmendorf-Richardson , where American troops literally rolled
out the red carpet for a dictator indicted for war crimes by the International Criminal Court
in 2023 and unable to travel to most countries around the world for fear of arrest. Trump
seemed ecstatic. He greeted Putin with a broad smile and a handshake, then invited him into
his presidential limousine, known as the Beast — a beast within a beast.”

The documents from the so-called "one-on-one" with Clinton reflect Putin's courtesy: "You've
done a lot for your country [...], perhaps as much as any president since Roosevelt." He
cracked sports jokes, complaining about the difficulty of finding a good judo opponent. And
he reviewed history: the Soviet nuclear program, according to Putin, benefited from spies for
US scientists . He, in turn, defended the war in Chechnya , a Muslim-majority Russian
republic, against "brutal and cruel people" who want to "kill all the Jews," while Clinton
assured him that NATO 's eastward expansion did not threaten Russia . Past coincidences.

Times change. So do men.

Jorge Elías
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