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Ast @ Informe sobre los campamentoa y bases de mercenarios en tua-
‘temala, Wicaragua y la Florida,

t

El Departamento de Estado yanki hizo de la Repiblica Jominicana,
durante el afic de 1959, el cenbtro prineipal de adiestramiento de
mercenariod. All{ ze reunleron aventurercs y aseginos de distintos
balges, falmgistas de la Legidén Azul, nazis, japoneses, yankis,
¢riminales ‘de gherrs, renegados ewopeos y demds canalla, gue se en-
trenaban bajo La-direccidn de FEDHAZA y de Oficiales trujiliigtas
para ipvadir a:Cuba, Ta radio dominicens todos log dlas vomitaba in-
sultos y celumnias conifmg la Revolucidn cubana ¥y sus 1lideves,

Paro degpués Washing
mercancia demasiadyl
incoridicional ya A
en.la’ OBA (sacrj
no real), con
ternacional 4@
de TRUJILEO y

da dgra los pueblos de América. E1l lacayo
g¥mado", ¥ se planed Ygacrificarlo!
tande se evidencid gue era aparente,

modo que se
nanbiéntgﬁ "diO’

Al tiempo que se €%abo 5

5, eranfyjenos eulsgatag” PEPER "GACHUCHAY
PIGUERES, ROMULO BETARNOURT'QLIULNOZ X elNjmperialigmo trasladd
de Santo Domingo el cendo masimportatete pMRparacidén del atague
contra Cuba y convirtid foatoRala cn el nuevo y

sde es%momen +
principal foco de entrenamidpho a/aercen 4" en tampamentos y ba-
‘e

ses de dicho paisy, con la pa™icularidad q &ﬁggp opéraecidn 'ya no
estaba a carge de YEDRAZA y deWRUJINGD, sinot q IP

G a propia ‘CIA con
oficiales norteamericancs direct¥mente’ los entremaba y los aprovisio-

naba de equipos, armas, parque, aviques, etc,

Asi, en los primeros meses de 1960 ya se habfa construfdo wna impor-~
tante pista aérem en Retalhulew, asl como un gran campamento de mer-
cenarics en sug cercanifas, bajo la direccidén de oficiales yankis, Es—
ta base se construyd con gran repidez por una empresa yankl y por in-
genieros yankis, & un costo de mds de un millén de délares, aporta-

dos segiin informes por la CIA (Agenciam Central de Inteligencia) y por
smpresas como la Unitved Pruit Company,
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Més de veinte de estos canpamentos pronto se egtablecieron en dis-
tintos lugares de guatemsla, llegando a bener en total a més de
gels mil wercenariosy y contande con muchos aviones y grandes ceanti-
dades de armamentos.

Ya en el mes de octubre préximo pasado la situacidén de hostilidad
a G,p_ba ¥ de preparativés de ls invaaidn en Guatemala eran evidentes.

‘A mediados de dicho mes de octubre aumenté notablemente la activie-

dad en las bases '‘existentes en el Departamento de “etalhulen, ki nd-
mero de aviohes gue llegaron y descargaron fue mayor gue deordina-
rlo, Peraonas gue trabajan en egog cenbros sefinlaron que todo laecia
perigar en la proximidid de una agresidn a Cuba, Los aviones habian
dezcargado paracaidas, hamacas de campaiia y camillas,

Ioa nercenarics databan concentrados prineipalmente en el Departumen-—
to de Retdlhwléu, En la finca "Helvetia' habia 600 tiendas de campa-
fia divididas en dos campamentos de 300 ftiendas cada uno. Una persona
que se enconbraba en una de dichas”t'iendas informé que habfa un pro-
medio de diez hombres en cada titnda, lo gue hacia wm tobtal de seis
nil mercenarios, Entre los migmog habia cubanos, guatemaltecos, de
obras nacionalidades ¥ norte merica:ﬁda. Se les pagaba unos dies dd-
lares diarios. El nvmero norteamericancs asciende a unos doscien-
tos, log cuale g dirigen ¥l entrenamienioy las construcciones, la es-
tacibén de radar, ipte. Undhde estos cempementos. eghd situado.3 lams.
al norte del centro de la weferidg fincay -

~4 e f -
Ta pista de aterrizaje del asropudrho de Re {Thuelt estd construida
a prueba de bombardecs y pers iuna durheidn @m medio de dos shos. Su
costo se estima swerior al millén de d@dlares; Avhque estd recién
construfd dicha pista, hay cuadrillas de repargbéiones 4odo el dia,
1o gue se explica solamente como una medt'da preventiva en el caso
de una - -represalia por perte de Cuba, o N

Al ser inaugurddo el aeropuerto.de Retalhuleu el Fresidente YDIGORAS
dijo que ¢gtaba degbinado a da exportacidh de tps productos de la re-
giam occidental de Guatemals, Sin embargo, “esde hace varlas semimas
egtd cerrado al acdeso pliblico, habiendo sidw puesto bajo jurisdice-
eién militar durante el estado de sitio, y aungue apa rentemente se
encuentra bajo conbrol del Tjdzcito guatemd teco, es lo clerbo yue
en la prdctica dicho aeropuerto estd controlado par los norteamericaw
nes, 8l punto gque los dioferes que conducen camiones para descurgar
alli son sustitufdosm por norteamericanos a fin de impedir que entren,
Y ¢l proplo Gobernador del Departamento no tilene acceso a esté agro-
puerto. ' .
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Se ‘egtima en 48 el mimero de los aviones con base en Guatemala dea-
tinados al ataque e invasifm o Cuba, Se tram de sviones B-26, algu-
nos de propulsién y aviones Globemaster de transporte. Ia mayor par—
te de estod aviones tienen su base en el aercpuarto de Retalhuleuw ¥y
en Chinajd, y los restenbes de distribuyen entre el aeropuerto cen~
tral "Ia Auwora" en lah cercanfas de Ciudad Guatemala y en Fuerio
Baryios, en la coate atldntlca.

Tos vuelos se realizan por la noche. Ta mayorfa de los aviones estén
gin insignias ¥, muchos pintados de negro, Lag actividades en genexal
son nocturnaa, Esto puede estimarge no sblo como una medida de discre-
eifn y ccultomiento de esas actividades, sino también de preparacidn
de los hombres pard operar de noche contra Cuba. 4 consecuencia de
esto han ocurrido varios accidente s adrecs en la coste de Hetalhuleu
¥ en un lugar denoiinado Flores, en el Petén. ElL avidn que de estre-
116 en el Petén (Flores) habia partide de Tapachuls ol tuada casi en

le frommbera mexicano-guabemaliega, Wenmbidén se hacen précticas de pa-
racaidl smo nocburno, 9\\

Tog entrenamientos se hacen
el Gobierno de ‘Ydi{gzoras
hen muexrto o han sido
miento de tropas gu

u\%g\real. A consecuencia de esto
idompiblicamente que wvarios hombres
'Qand%e se trataba del entrema-
a

eridos,

emaltecas ¢ ag wodernasg,

Quetzaltensngo, pero asccegib or el iple, de San Sebasgtidn, De-

partamento 'dé Retalbuleu, gar I déévg Gé'.r;\.c:o Nil, a dxrillas

del rio Nimd, fue instalada %cicﬁn" padars Ademds, Y1t imamen-

te se ingtgld otro radar en Dy basecentral @ fla Fugrza Adrea guate-

malteca en el aeropuerto "La Adwora®™Cen Ciudkd Guaterala y en la ba-

ge del sevopuerto de San José, eh la r@&ya QeI PAKF LoD,
‘4 wt

e N e
Los puntow en gque se ha concentrado La adhividad "'1'%9 JAgresores gon
Retalhuleun; Okrinajd; &l aercpuerto invernabibnal Py Aurora" aue
8g a la vez bagse de la PAG, ¢ tuado en Ras proximidades” de Ciuawd
Guatemala; el del puerbo de Sun José en co gba dg¥ Pacifico; el de
Puerto Barrios, en la costa del Atldéntico, Pero el principal punto

de concentrmcidn de mércenarios es Retalhuleu, reano & lu frontera
guatemalteco-mexicana, cuyo aeropuerto se encufntra situsdo emtre los
kildémetros 186 al 188 de la carretera al puerto de Chempericoi #l nue
vo aeropuerto coastrui{do secretamente en la finca nacional (del 8sta-
do) denominadas "La Aurora" situsada en el municiplo de Nuevo San Carlo
del mismo Departamento de Retalhulew, cuyo seropuerto es de carcreto,
cimentado sobre pilotde de diez metros de profundidad por dos de am-
cho y, segin datos no comprobados, con hangares subberrdéreocs,

En la’ finca "Helvetia'™ muni%ipio de El-Falmby, Departamenio de
e

I

o)

£

/4




L)

i
Ut . '
K cuna .

‘ REFURLICA!

pene e F e swns - CONFIDENCIAL

H

. Tt
EJERCILTO REmRKLDEK

3 —

. Ofras fuentes de informacién seffalan que en el aeropusrto de Reialhuleu
hay un depéslto de gasolina en capacidad para 45,000 galones, cublerto
con costales de ‘arena 'y ‘conbdsura, Log aviones parten’de Rebalhuleun
ughalmente log lunes & lag” cuatro de. la mefiana y regregan los mierco-~
leg'de”"Cuatro a cinco’’de "la madrugada, En la primera gemana de octubre
PORO,. ge'recibid un cargamento de botas de gamuze para los preguntos
invagores; Los aviones niméros 850 y 854 de la USA ATR FORCE se. in-
farma' que fueron pintados. con insignias puatemaltecas,

3
, BL x;eapéi;iéablefo'altqridaa" aparente en log campamentos de Retalhuleu’
. e un norteamericano "que “usa el nomhre supuesio de NORTH, Iog aviado-
‘reg norteamericanos se estiman en uwnos cincuenta, '

. e . . R .

" Desde 'el:ll de agowto de 1960 llegaron varios aviones Jets y Mustangs
~ 8 ild bagg del puerto”de ‘San’Toséi X1 13 del mismo mes Ilegd al aero- -
. pdertoicdentral "La. Aurorel .dé Ciudad Guatemsmla un Globemagter, pretex—
; tando traer leche™para la CARE, pero que traia armas y municiones que
fueron-descargadas por soldados del Ejército de Guatewala, La gemana -
siguiente llegaron'otrds aviones Globemasters al aeropuerto de San Jo-
#é y la’carga fue trasladada'a Retbd dizleu,

Despuds so intensificaron losz vu
octubre llegaron "dos boumbardergs
al' aeropuerto central "Ia Aupgfra! 4
dos con'matricila o supuest® matricu F=8,.. I=F~9, I-F-1l,’
hicieron’ vuelos nocturnog I er cotral ‘de "Ia Aurdral

¥ el asropuerto de Retalhulw {Psemaa de octubre, Bl 14

. de octubre ppdo. llegaron nulrosoqfavione aaroguerto de Retglhuleu,
También aviones Lancaster; bomdarderQe de f£ab 10N canadiemse, Fara
el 26 de’ octubrd ya ‘tenian coneeNs n
finca YAurora" 47 bembarderocs y - ag de quinien-
tas y ‘seigclentas libras, las que aNines :

unos 150 metros de largo. % .

BEs posible que haya sido escogida para cNppand I%s de ferfenarigs la
zona noroeste del Departamento de Retalhudqu, enconthEs o a,ili

‘ varias fincas nacionales, es decir, fincas Wie fidron de g prdpiedad
% - de elemenes y que al terminar la IT Guerra Mumdial fueron e
4

erdams B-2% 'y un trangporte
d Suate-mala, Aviones marca-

ropladas °
¥restdnibajs la ddministracién del Tstado guategalieco. Ia Principal
de estay fincas es "Oandelaria Xornuitz", Otras ocupadas »por campamen—

tos shora se denominan "Aurora", “La Suiza', UPambor®, "Culsin' y la

misma "Helvetia" propiedad de Los hermanos ROBERTO y CARLOS AIEJOS
ARZU, incondicionales de YDIGORAS .. '

Ia finca "Helvetia propieddd motwal de ROBERTO AIEJOS ARZU, Fxcoordi-
nador de ka YAyuda Hotrbeamericana al CGobierno Guatemalteco!, asmigo y
consejero de YDIGORAS, ahora representante diplomético de la Orden de

o/5
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Malta, ¥ de su hermano CARLOS AIEJOS ARZU, actual Bmbajador en Washin-
ton, es un centro de log mdg importantes de concentracién de mercena-
rios, Se informa qué 2111 habia, posiblemdrie en el mes de agosto o an~
tes, 185 mercenarios y 45 téenicos, la mayoria de estos Ultimos nor-
teaméricanos. Después se fueron sumando batistiaznos y otros mercena-
rios, A fines de julio o principios de agosto, tambidn fueron , lleva-
dog alli 500 scldedog y clases del Bjército guatemalieco, de los cua-
les 20 fueron llevadog a entrenamiento especial a Estados Unidos y a
la Zona del Canal de Panamd, Numerosos irabajadores y campesinos de

lag fincas nacicnales y de lag parbioulares de la mna Ffueron induci-~
dos 1 obvligados a'enrol&rs;%/ﬂ
Q

Wfines de la tercera semana de octubre
también- fueron traidos wpor Aerrdearril via Puerto Barrios numerosos
soldados norfeamericanos, 1ue

ueron llevados 2 la fineca PHelve-
tial, <::\ N - '
™,
i

Algunos efectivos regdlares de i ‘%Bxgacional de Guatvemala, unas
cuatro competifas deyinfznteria, Ado destinados a vigilar esa zo-
na encontréndose dedacados en la s “Melvetial, "Aurora! "Ia
Suiga®, "DIambor™ y "C -A%? Y

J:‘ s, ", .

xis dia de dﬁé?;ataphlta de lanzamiento
de aviones en la finca "La Syiza™gue tiena gl Yoble.propbsito de ins-
truir pilotos para- las operaciones &i de porggagiones~y de dificuliar
al mismo tlempo la idenitificac?y deg§§fbase &5%2 L gire, y que di-
chag instalaciones habisn. sido congtrull®ds, por Aama norteamerica~
na "Jolmson Powersh, . I ‘ y
' V4 o
‘Pambién son dignos de mencionarse los cappanentos sityfides en la Fin-
ca "Rancho Florido", en el Departamento EBgeuintlay el de "Campo
Corriente, propiedad de la United Truit Company; pnea "Incat, tam-
bién de la United Pruit .Company; y las ya menciopddas "Helvetia' y
"Aurora', ¥ en otras zoznas,

"y

Se reciben informes de lu

AUGUSTO MULEE, Secrebtario de Prensa de la Presidencia CGuatemslieca,

confirmmd el pasade mes de noviembre la exigtencia de campanentos ge-—
cretog de adiestramiento en mds de VBINIE fincas donds son preparadas
fuerzas en tdcticas de comandos y de guerrillas, identificando la ba-

gse derea de Retalhulen ¥ la fineca "Helvetia" como uno de eg0s ‘campa-
mentos,

Como se sabe, el aeropuerto de Retalhuleu fue acondicionado precipi-
tadamente por ingenieros norteamericinos, estimdndose su costo en mdw
de un milldn de d6larés. Su instalacién prinecipal es una pista de ate-
rrizg) e. Iog fondos fueron aportados por la "Agencia Central de Inte-
ligencia" (CIA) y por empresag como la United Fruit Cowpany vy otras

6
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Otrag informaciones aporban los siguientes datosy

21 Bervicio metereolégico del puerto de Jan Joué, en ek kacifico, em-
t4 bajo redimen militar en log dlbinos tiempos y los demds centros
mevergoldgicos del pais también estdn bajo un régimen casi militar,

En el Fuerto latfas de Galvez se ha instalado vnae radicemisora de :
diez kilovatios de potencia, la que cogtd 35,000 délares, sus emisio-
nes ep las frecuencias anunciadas oficislmente las dirvigen particu-
larmente a Bélice, lo gque hace pensar que puede trasmitir para Cuba
en otras frecuenciag, gue pueds trasmitir en lugar de Radio Swan o

en conexién' con esta, ¥y que puede presiar servicio en el momento de
le invasidn, ya que por su situacién geoprdfica y potencia sug. trans-
migiones entran en Cuba con buena gefial, "

E1l chofex de YDIGORAS hace dos viajes seienales al Puerto jatias de

Galvez para llevar cintes wagnetofdénicas con discursos grabados por
"un cubane” en Ciudad Guatewala,

En el lifaral dél Atléutico hay
ras blen artilladas, dato que
ca del gecretaric de orgeiizac

lotilla de embarcaciones pesgue-

Los puntos Gel pais.

A pocog kildmetros del-pueryfo de Chd an Ltrabajos para

una nueva base adrea en el flugar llamad
al ' Este, y para insbtalacidh de Lropas en 2191 Ylont¥eristol a L2
¥mg., aproximedanente, La ta de Hghabique, ;f la™sapia de
Amatigue, en el Atléntioco, s™gencuen jortificAdefyf B2 pas r

aime

del rio Polochic.gse construye a nueva §E:§
artai '%?de Izaba

el lugur denominado "Rama Blancall,
Gvé? A

una consgtruceidn con excesivoe apreiio,
»
Otrog infommes indican que es probable que Shwlos p g%és de YDLGORAS
¥ de los yenkis se contemple el rompimiento de hegtilidades engre
Guatemala y Cuba pretembando lz incursidn de wn gﬁién supue gtamente
cubano que seris derribede sobre ferritorio guatenalteco, lo que per—
mitirfa uwtilizar "legalmente" el territorio de Guatemala para las

operaciones contra Cuba y eventwalmente tratar de provocar una accidn
colectiva de la (OFA,

La existencia de mds de 20 campamentos de entrenamiento de mercena-
rios no sélo ha recivido la protesta del pueblo guatemalieco, sine

que en el propio geno del Ejército se wvela .con preocupacidén estos pre-
varativos de agregidn contra Cuba, Ciertos inforwmes seflalan que en el
propio Estado Mayor se discutbid el dia 26 de octubre ppdo. la posbura

S
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e debia adoptar el Bjército frente a tales hechos,

Al mismo tiempo la oposicidn politica a YDIGORAS en el Parlamente
tambidén denunciaba la existencia de los referddos campamentos y fue
objeto de interpelaciones y de solicitiud de una “inmediata investiga-
cidn. En un principio, el Gobierno rechezé esta exigencia, vero po-
cos dias despuds YDIGORAS invitdé a los legisladores oposiciamistas

a visitar la base de Hstzlhuleu, ¥l ofrecimiento fue rechazado pues
los expresados legisladores afirmaron que las avboridades habisn ace-

bado de disgregar a los mercenarios hacia otros lugares el dia 27 de
octubre de 1960.

Bl coneiderable movimiénto adreo registrado en las primeras semanas
del mes de octubre en la‘'zona de Hetalhuleu d&isminuyd hasta casi des-
aparecer ddsyués gue la oposicign inicid su compafia de agiiacidn.

Bien sea porgue la orosicid
envio de una comisidn invegfti
titud asumida vor mucho

varlamento habia solicitado el
a letalhuleuny; o blen por la ac-—
i 1 Ejército; o bien porgue el
Gobierno de YIFCORAS yaxki en Guatemala yz tenfan co-

nocimiento de log + en gue andaba NUNASTOSOS
oficiales (y que dedgmbocd en e aNlento militar del 13 de no-

4s 0 menos en la siguie ntd\ forfés;
bandera ni matricula, que s¢
Puerto Barrips, fuweron embarcAdo
Nicaragua, Llog que fueron dejadys e
del rio Prinsapolka, donde hay udg
degspués para un campamento a seis

ercenarics hacia
a degembocadura

Los barcos partieron de Puerto Barri
bre, a las 22:30, Esta tropa mercenar estaba formgda principalmen—
te por cubanos, asi como szlvs=dorefies, hondureiios, ete, Otros infor-
nes agregan que parbte de esos mercenariol fueron”dejados también en
la zora de Fuerto Cabezss, Blue Tields, Caho Gracias 2 Dios y las
Islas del Maiz (arrendadas a 1.U,) en Nicaragua. Tambidn se sefiala

gque vn grupe pfue desembarcado en la isla Cisne (Swan) me pertene—
ce 2 Honduras,

el “referi ig’29 de octu-

También el ya mencivnado dia 27 de ootubre otro grupo de unosg mil
auinientos mercenarios fue sacado de la finca "Helvebia en un mo-
vimiento extraordinario de trenes y aviones, los que fueron condu-
cidos hacia un campamento junto a la pista de Chinaj4, donde fueron

./8
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vistos en dias subsiguientes.

La pista y campamento de Chinajd, a cque se hace referencis més aryi-
ba, se describe del modo siguiente: Chinajd se encuentra en la par-
te norte del Departamento de Alta Verapas, aproximadamente a 16 gra-
dos de latitud norte y 90 grados y quince minutos de longitud. Este
lugar se encuenftra incomunicado practicauente por iierra del resto

.del pals, ya que no tiene carreteras. Dstd couprendida deantfo de la

regidén gue por el derecho peitrolero numero tres obtuvo la Compaiifa
norteamericana "The Ohio 01l Company", que abarca 27L,60L hectéreas.
A114 ee perford el primer poze en 1958. Lia Compafifa construyd en es-
te lugar una pista adrea que es la més larga.del pais y la e es
aghora ugada también por loa aviones que Bsitados Unidos ha situado
para invadiy-a Cuba, ALY también se ha establecido un campamenio,

como ya hemos dicho, con parte de los efectivos que habia en la fin-
ca "Helvetia'.

También debemos menci

¢ a clerta distancia de Chinajd, en el
Petén, existen campo,

slzaje en Poptin y en Plores.

, en la. finca "Concepcidn®, se
doa con radar y otros efecti-

Después de la 1.4 S de la base de VHelve-
tia y de oiras

giguiente:
as Asl Ejéreifo
jnté de tropas
total de unos

¢

En la finca "Helvetia! pedwg
de Guatemsala, -a log que hay

regulares que suman unos 500 hor
mil o ldedos,

Pambién permanecen an "Helvetia! muchos orteamerié;nos. Los trava-
jadores agricolas y campesinos enrolados fueron desmovilizados vol-
viendo a sus labores agricolas, pero con wna egtrecha vigilancia so-

bre ellos. Se supone gue han guedado en esa g tuacidn transitoriamen-
te.

Unos informes sefiglan 12 cambidad de 60 aviones para el ataque z Cu-
ba; otros, sin embarge, hacen ascender la supma a unos 150 aviones,
hungue este Ultimo dato coincide con lo que uijo YDIGORAS el 15 de
octubre ppdo., inicio de la sublevacidn militer, en sus palabras
pronunciadas amenaszadoramente mte los pilotos de la Puerza Adrea
Guatemsalteca (FAG) qie ss negaban a bombardear Bacapa y.Puerto la-
rrios, no hemos podido obtenexr hasta el momento c¢ifras exactas.
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Los instructores norteamericanos ya habian dado por concluido otros

aspectos del entrenamientoc de los mercenawios, por lo gus 1los que si-
guen acatpados en la base de "Helvetia" y en okras bases, sdlo estén

naciendo entrenamiento de descenso en paracafda paxa el gue utilizan

un evién de transporte muy grande.

Probestas piblicas que se produjeron en Guatemala contra los prepa-
rativos de invasidn a Cube:

En Guetemala fue smpliamente denuncimdo gue se preparaba la invasd én
a4 Cuba, lo que llegd a conmover seriamente a.la opinifn pdblica de
ase vals, Varias denuncias y declaraciones en ese sentido hizo 2 par-
tir del me g de julio el "Partido Guatemalteco del Trabajo".

Diversas publicacione g, especialmentie los radioperibdicos y entre
ellos "Guatemala Flash" x "Radio Moticias" y el rotativo "Prensa Li-
bre", dieron inforwmacighe obre el partiarlar, La denuncia del Coro-
nel CARLOS A, PAZ TRJ ribuida profusamente y publicada en una
pédgina completa del Lrensa Libre" de Guatemala gue tiene
una circulacidn de {
Lag declaracione

de la "A acyon
la de 1z "Asocigfidn de Bstudiumies de

Estudiantes Universitarios",

iencias Beondmicag", la de
cul®qd de Humanidadeg', de la
ool de Estudisntes de Dere-
", ambse de Quetzal-
e la interpelacidn
dinwtados JULIO
y la carta

la "Asociaciébn &g Bstudiantes a

Capital. Tas decDwgaciongs _de la ™
cho de Occidente! y
tenango, Obtro hecho g
al Ministro de Relaecime
VALTADARES CASTILLO y MAR
piblica de este.dltimo.

temala y la mocidn presentada por emxdiputado VALTA
del PUR, a2 requerimiento de las AscciMeimes Bstudfantiles para que
ge investigase las actividades y campamenfos de Ré&talhulew; la decla-
racién de la "Paderscidén Autébnoma Sindical™; la.manifestacién de vro-
testa y nitin efectuado ante la Embajada Norteamericana en Ciudad
Guatemala; agf como el mitin del 20 de octubre ppdo., XVI aniversario
de la Revolucldn Guatemalteca, en el que tomaron parte la ya mencios
nada FAS, el Sindicato de Pilotos Automovilistas, efe., eran actos

de franca sylidaridad con la Revolucidén cubana y de fo%al repudio a
los preparativos bélicos cmtra Cuba, todo Lo cual influfa mucho en
el dnimo de YDIGORAS y de sus protectores yankis,

fARiS CASTITLG,

El levantamiento militar 8el 13 de noviembre de L1960

EL Gobierno de YDIGORAS, carcomido por una profunda orisis econdmica,
polftica y socialj con una elevada deuda exterior y completamente des-
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prestigiado ante el puéblo, tiene la oposieidbn activa de o g wasas
guatemaltecas,

Dasde hacia algin tiempo un mimero importante de Oficiales del Bjdr-
cito venfan expresando su inconf ormidad con el régimen de YDIGORAS,

A fines de junio de 1960 se habia formado un cireulo conspirativo

que abarcaba a unos 60 oficiales. Participaban wripcipalmente ele-
mextog jovenes de algunos servicios del Bjército y algunos pocos con
mando de tropa. ¥n el mes de julio, cuando se desarrolld el movimien-
to de maestrog y alwinos por la ley de escalafdn y otras demandas,
egle grupo de militeres tratd de actuar buscando la cpertunidad y la
forma pars determinar el cambio de Gobierno, Bn atuellos dias tuvo
efecto ung manifestacidn masiva y después hubo lucha cal lejera por

wverios dlas a pesar del esgtado de sitie decretado; pero dichos 6fi-
ciales no llegaron a achuar,

Tl grupo continud ganal ging otros oficiales para su movimiento, lle-
gando a tener cierta opfani?egidn asi cowo un micleo central inte-

grado por cinco miemb bpd en sus manos ta diveccidn de 1a
congpiracién. Ellos g

PAZ TEJADA y desgpud;
pamentos y bases mflitaras™e
précticameite lo
4o con €Y disti

WQo on territorio guatemalteco,

fugieron al fenye del Migleo dirigente, discutien-
as cuestiones ¢

Con PAZ TEJADA Llleghwen aLgcﬁﬁrdos en i
car una proclama dondewgetial epfe

3 v clar
nanencia en el pafs gdel rci% reenari
titueidn vigente de 1956 y ™ inté idn de “uis
prasidida por BAY TEIADA ¥ uwnSgbine e, Gobile
de tres o cuatro Ministros del POk 3

Sin embarge, la posicif vacilante y Swortunista de ¢etos Oficiales
era evidente, No querfan identificarse cdn la Revolweidén de 1944-1954,
tampoco querian contraer compromisos con lawm, organizaciones revelu-
clonarias peys no fener aificuliades con el Gobiefno norteamericano,
ni expresar pliblica simpatfa por la Revolucién cubena.

@stos oficiales pensaban, después del devrocaniento de IENUS en E1
é%} Salvador, hacer en Guatemala &l go semejante.

En resumen, este movimiento militer no pretendia cambios sstructura-
lez del pals, sine mentener I¥a misma dependencia actual del pafs a
loa monopolios yankis y explotadores nativos. En realidad su conspi-
racién tendia a entorpecer la accidn revolucionaria del pueblo, as-
plrando a esfablecer un goblerno de Junta Militar sl uso con mucha

palabrerifa “democdtica' y la misma sumiaidn al imperialismo en la
préctica,
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El 28 de cctubre ppdo. el Penientecoronsl SESSAN FHERHIRA, quien sin
ger de la directiva del grupo congpirador era tenido muy en cuenta
por su decisidn personal y por 1la infduencia que Tenfa en el Cuar—
tel General de la Zona Militar No,l, estuve dispuesto a inlciar un
golpe ¥ reqirié la aprobacidn de log dirsctivos de la Agrupscidn,
log que, aunque iniecialmente le dieron su aprobacidn, después gue
congideraron la situacidn cambiaron de opinidn ¥ le expresaren que
era mejor esperayr un poco pam preparar me jor los planes.

BEn el propio seno del EBjército se vela conm preocupacidén los prepa-
rativos de agresidn que se llevaban a cabo ex los campamentos de
mercenart osa cantre Cuba. Informes sin confirmar expresaban que en

el propio Estado Mayor g seutid el dia 26 de ocbubre la postura
que debiz adopbar el ﬁ)&ci o ante acuellos hechos, .
segula su curso. Entre el 50 y 31

Ia conspiracibn de OS@C' 1
del referido mea de oct @we gcbud wma amplia reunidn de Cflcih-

ni gﬁ@ﬁsﬁgu 16 4 el Bjército debia seguir
apoyando al gdiyjerno de YL A% o™gl se integraba una Junta ¢uwe lo
sustituyera. Pox un reducido\pmapfen votaclon fue favorable a se—
guir apoyende al gobiersio, v afn 10y conswpiradores obtuvieron
tiero%de acﬁ% n

wel monmento.
‘Log: conspiradores se Corenel PAZ ABJADA, Am-
pliareon su directiva a

%g‘xtor@del ]
iet iembrog brando fuerzas la tenden-
cia centrigba que queris gudpe de @do s‘i-;gkoompromisos con las
izquierdas para 1w entrar sn pufhas co artkis, Pespués hicie-
ron contacte con ciertos didjgenthy del © id.o\;{evolucionurio a
los gue reforzaron esa pogicién v ante™y. egwista, Lowg elemen—
tos del YR ‘lograron influir a ANps miitares g?u 4

QU

nea claudica:m te
ddndosele de lado al Coronel PA Ay a 1808

El 5 de noviembre los Oficiales del HBjército de presentaron a
YDIGORAS un memorandum ddndole 72 horas pard we modificara algunos
aspectos de su politica de revresibn.interna y para qle sacara del
territorio nacional a todes los mercenarios que quedaban en los cam-
pamentos, Parece que desde el punto de vista de casta militar, es—
tos oficimles consideraban herido su gsentimiento castrense con la
pre sencia de mercenarios armado s auspiciados por el propie Gobierno,

Por su parte, el Gobiemo de YDIGORAS ya se prevenia contra el mo-
vimiento conspira¥ive y la oposicidn dentro del Bjército qre era

bagtante amplia si tenemos en cuenta la apretada votacién que deter-
miné seguirle prestando a poyo al Gobierno.

El plazo fijado por los Oficiales vencié el dia 8 de noviembre e

YDIGORAS, lejos de acceder a sus peticionss, ordend el comienzo de
las medidsa represives contra los wilitsares descontentos. Bn los dias
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11l y 12 de noviembre fuerom arrestados los principales Oficiales

que habfan preasentade el memovandum ¥ -.obtros 97 fueron destituldos

y dados de baja. Precisamente log arrestados ingresaron en los cala-
bozog del Cuartel Gemeral de la Zona Militer No.l (¥Justo Rufino Ba-
rrios®, uno de los focoa de la rebelidn, pues el Goronel SESSAN PHiBTHA

tenia gansdos para lz conspiracidén a muchos 6ficiales de la Policig
Militar que allf tienen su cuartel, .- -. Los cuales ya presionaban pa-
ra.dar el golpe.

Viende el grupo conspirador que ya YIEGORAS estaba scutando contra
ellog decidiexon lanzarse antes de gue fuera demasiad o tarde, pero
sin -contar con el apoyo del pueblo ni de las organiszacionzes revolu-
cionarias,ani con la cooperactdén del Coronel PAZ TEJARA, simplemente

como grupo militar golpigta desligado del pueble y sometide de anbe-
mano & log monopoliog

En la madrugada del
facilmente el contxy
confiaban en pode

coordl alfwspnos oficialeg para aooderarse del
Regimlento Marisghl Zabala, jor
¥y equipos del pgls, excepto e fpagnen
log yanlkis en 1\ e se dek;Helve i
Otros Oficiales jévdwes leQ'Ea egura
de la Zona Militar NoMR de Zc
lar las bases de Puerto

ovi®ybre les conspiraderes pudieron lograx
tedNGeneral de la Zona Llilitar Ho.l vy

a
bib

stalado y de mayores efectivos
de mgreenarios insbalado por

Ta o8 Ccapspiradores el control
 Corffi tamNgn en poder contro-
T io /@OJuﬁiap

Pero log sublevados no pudie
la, consiguiendo al wencs con T
neutralizar la accidn de la guard

cho Regimiento con unos doscientos Mldadds del Cuartel General de la
Zonz No.l ¥y seie camiones grandes corgwios de armg#, teomando la carre-
tera del Atldnfico, La mona de Zacapa fue controliida como lo habian

previsto asi como la de Fuerto Barrios, perq les fallé la base de Jutia-
pa. & !

eplor el
cogo?;oiééiciale ﬁ

ifo gh pIObXemas frente a di-

Los alzados cairolaron militarmente los Departamentos de Zacapa e
Izabalsy pero =us mayores esperanzas de triunfo las habizm puesto en
é% el rdpido apoyo que esperaban de sus compafieros de la Capitol ¥ que se
‘ podfa traducir en un golpe de estado rdpido y sin mayor lucha. Confia-
ban tawbién en que la Ffuexrza Adrea Guesbemalteca no los atacaria.

Hsperando ast la dedisidn de los complotados de la Capital, sin nexos
con el pueblo ni con las organizaciones revolucionzrias, desprovistos
de un programa carcredo de lucha, negdndose a armar a los elementos

revoluci onaric s que en Zacape y Fuerlo ;Barrios acudisron a sclicitar-
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lo (el Covonel SESHAN PERBIRA guiso armar €l pueblo y sus compafie-
ros se opusieron violentamente); todos estos factores dieron tiempo
a gue YILGORAS reaccionara y tomara nedidas contra log sublevados.

£llos ge limitaron a publicar dos proclamas, una en Zacapa y otra en
Puerto Barrios, las cuales casi no se conocieran en el reshe del pais

Précticamente estaban en plan de egperar a que en la Capital se deci-
“diera la situacidn. .

YDIGORAS confrontd dificultades pam usar @ la Fuerza Adrea contra
log 4 zados. Alrededox de 25 pilotos, o sea, mds de la mitad, se ne-
gaban a atacar a sus compafleros, El Presidenbe sdlo conid decidida-
mente car el jefe deggperaciomes de la PAG que a su vesz era -piloto
de su avidén Comandep/ g 0 Yres aviadores mis, YDIGORAS se vio

precisado ege dia & msylembre a hacer acio de presencia en la
FAG y amenazar g

en la base 'He
gidente, 6,0

hombre ones.,

A pesar de

amenaza, YDXGORAS no

onfid en la PAG y lasg operacio-
g de bepbarde net

lamiento aéreo corrierm a car-
go fundamentslixnte pilotds e amgricanosg. Bse dia 13 por la no-
che, el Agregado éreg%ae EE] Ezﬁézé:a d\Estados Unidos y otros Agre-
gadosmmilitares yaNgis, é%rigian erh¢imes desde la propia (a-

e lé%-vilotos//; taban personalmente a
informar ¥ vecibir ins i 5

pilotos que "operatan
con bage en el aeropuer M, se tiene entendido -
gue otros avionsa tambidn™Qper desdd(l &%uleu y Chinaja., En la
il

qu ilzados nada mas que pa-

extgno de pista, pero allf los

i al control, Usaron vombaderos B-:z
p

bajaban ¥ se subia un piloto ¥
¥y Mustanga.

Después se informd desde Fuerto IBarrips qdé{se habian vigto avimes
HCatalina" que pudieron haber pezrtido Mel portaaviones "Shap~gri-la'.

La PAG tenia pocasg bombas vy sin embargo fus provists en esos dias
abundantenemente de los arsenales de las bases de uercenarics de los
norteamericanos, fSe incluyeron bombas de Wap-palm.

El jefe de Estado Mayor del Bjéwito de YDLGORAS, AGUSTIN BONWIS
¥BSITER, muy vinculado desde 195¢ a los yankis, expresd gue el Es-
tado Mayor tenia entre sus planes solicitar ¢l desembarco de infan-
tes de marina norteamericanos en el caso que se les complicara la
situacidn. Iste proyecto de solicitar ayuda de NBU. fue adelantado
sin el previo conocimiento de YDIGORAS por la ourden de EISEHHOWER

yan
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de enviar como lo hizo varias unidades de la Marina de Bll. ¥ un
portaaviones & custodiar la costa atléntica de Cuatemala.

Tos dias 13 y 14 de noviembre fueron muy inseguros pam el Gobierno;
pere la pronta utilizacidén por parie de YDIGORAS.de los aviadores
yankis, y la intervencidn immediata decretada por TISEHHOFER en la
zona maritima, unide a las vacilaciones de los sublevados, lograron
evitar que otrog Oficimles y unidadey se sumarm a los al zados, ha-

ciendo fracasar € mwovimiento despuds de intensos pombardeos en Za-
capa y Puerto Barrios.

Las tropas sublevadas fueron sowetidas a intenso fuege aéreo ¥ bom-
bardeo, lo que bastd por si solo, sin necesidad de usar fuerzas de
infanteria, para que abaydonzryan sus pogicionea en Puerto Barrios y
en Gualdh. EL Gobierno el cmtrol del resto de log lugares sin
ninguna accidn bélica ldados rekelados, que llegaron & sumar
cerca de mil, wos on wara las montdias, obtros capturados ¥y
otrog se rindiero ddjefes y Oficieles alcanzaron la fron-

EL 16 de noviemkye se did vo

o bagPante
la mencionada agru
doscientoes oficiales

este levantamiento, pero el
¢l movisiento impulsado por
llgd a comprometer a unos
XiNagéamente cincuenta toma-
ron parte activa en 1A rebeByn. O oé/' g ewitavas en el plan ds le-
] al cs de lo robable gque gegn da-
doa de baja por sospechash Ohir ue dad tivdg. In la direccidén
de este movimiento militarse dé&%gcaron Ny s NXiciales jbévenes
gue hacen estudios universitdNdios tros /
"rangers' con entrenamiemto esNgcia Igtados Amidos y en la Zona
del Uanel de Paamd, Algunag cldges tropa %eflbidn tuvieron parti-
cipacién, pero la masa de lLos solBadosn no tuvo sma conciencia cla-
ra de lo que hacfa, Es innegable que aunque dé¥ilmente en 1a Oficia-
lidud joven comienza a sentirse una orientacidn nacionslista ¥ algu-
nos deseean gue "“las oosas no queden asgin,

> cuales hay varios

é

Las fuwerzas democriticas siguen luchendo para derrocar a YDIGORAS y
cambiar la el tuacibn, para lo cual se organmizen y agrupan, esperado
nuevos combates en la lucha contra el gobiermo entreguista.

El levantamiento militar ha puesto méds atn de manifiesto lag contra-
dicciones y debilidades intermas del Gobierno. Tl Coromel JOSE LUIS
CRUZ SALAZAR, que ha sido favorito de los norteamericamos, partici-
pa en el Goblerno como Minigbro de Comunicaciores y de Obras Idbli-
cas, buscd la oportunidad de dar un golpe de estado con elementos
cagtilloarmistays durante wn perfedo del elzamiento,
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EL Coronel ENRIQUE YERALPA AZURDIA, que fue nombrado Jeie &e Opera-
ciones durante la revuelta, se perfila como nuevo favorito de 5.1,
vy eg el hoembre a quien TULGORAS es$d levantando acbualmente con vig-

tag a la sucegidn presidencial, habiendo sido nombrado Ministro de
TDefenga Waclonal,

YDIGORAS y el imperialismo tratara de utilizar este levantamiento
castrense sin proyscciones revolucionarias contra Cuba atribuyéndo-

lea conexiones fidelistas que después log propiogs hechos se encarga-
ron de desmentir,

El levantamiento, como
tropas de infanterfa,”
de coheves, llevad
piloteada por avj d
4 21}, Puervo Befrios

hewos dicho, fue aplastadc sin lucha de
Unrgamente con intensos bombardeos inclusive

Les wmidade e partioiﬁgé%zaen. 1 d zamiento fueron: a) las del
7

cuartel de laA\Policfa Mililtar de Capitel. b) las de la zona de
Zacapa. ¢) la i Flie

L
In Zacapa fue bombardesGa toda ¥y de modo especial las es-
taclones ferroviarigs. e ioY, fue bombardeada parte de
1la ciudad, lag pistal de Therrizza]e .la\qstaciénade radio que esta-
ba recién congtrufda.las jas mi¥¥takes Eueron insignificantes por
ambag parbtes, pero numehosod” givile jergs ¥ niflos, perecieron en
Zacapa y Puerto Barriocs co cuenc 6«_& Tvg bombarderos,

Situacién actual en Guatemada. -

. ' B (9/ k A )
YDIGORAS, que a fines de octubre de 1960 se vio obligado a disgreg.
a los mercenerios debido a la protesta del pueblo y a las deduncias

e interpelaciues en el propio Parlamentos ahora, en enero de 1961,

ha vuelto a impulsar las aciividades de los campamentos y bases de
agresidn contra Cuba. Tt

Esta actitud de YDIGORAS se puede basar en lo siguiente: Al aplagtar
el levantamiento militar del 13 de noviembre de 1960 tuvo la oporiu-
nidad de limpiar las filas del Ejército de Oficiales desoontentos y
C%? desafectos a su régimen. Por otza parte, el apoyo activo de BISENHOWER
a su tambaleante gobierno, situando unidades waAvales de vigilancia en
aguas atlénticas de Guatemala, es considerable como una medida deci—
siva que desbarataria cualquier amenaze de la oposicién cmbra su ré-
gimen, Por tanto, YDIGCRAS ahora se considera fuerbte, dominando la si-
tuacidén, y es por esto que cumpliendo las Grdenes de sus amnos yankis,
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comienza de nuevo a dar impulso a la actividad de los mercenarios
en log caupanentosggustemaltecos.

Conociéndose la situacién interna de Guatemala a fineg de octubre de
1960, se puede apreciar las amenazas que gravitaban sobre los campa-
men‘bos de mercemarios y, por consiguiente, gobre los planes agresi-
vos yankis contra Cuba. D aqui que €l gobiemo norieamericano no
vacilara en movilizar parte de su flota y declamr abiertamente su
dlsposicidn a impedir de cualguier mode que cayera el gobierno de
YDBIGORAS, lo que hubiera represenlado un gerio quebranto para los
preparah’.vos de invasidn que lleva a cabo la CIA.

Desde luego, ellos jusbtificaron esta intervencidn abierta de apoyo

a YDIGORAS con la ya manida y falss invoecacidn del posible ataque de
Cuba y del comunismo

Lata reactivacibn fe lo campamen*aos mercenarios ha llegado a ser co-
sa tan evidente i

se yankl, como
escdndalo de

Por ejemploy los perio ta OS R HART TN y"J.’lﬁlL SAKYORA, el 9 de

efirmaban en ilyNJews" de MNew Yorlk, gue las acti-

~vidades de giNwos c t*arra O ryQs e operan en Estados Uni-

dos y GuatemaldestidnOrosteada &1 eses industriales norteante-
ta

ricanos. Agregan Wue c enta ntrarrevolucionarios son
av:.é u par

despachados cada s del aeropuerto inter-
nacimal de Miami de lo candQs secretos de adies-

tramiento.

-

)
: 12 opex@n Ae agiestran pilo-
tos en una pista de aterrizax sitl 1 en G epala a sdédlo 56 lms,

de la frontera mexicana., la exvsbtencia de 1a bése secreta fue rave-
lada por el también periodista ndérieanericang DON IWIGEINS, en un
articulo que pubvdicéd en el semanarie "The Habionh,

K
Ambos periodistas aseguran que ssas fuerzhs cusntan con 12 bombarde—
ros ligeros 5-26 y por lo menog con 6 aviones de transporte de tro-=

pag, cuyos sviones han sido despachades hacia la bage eecre'n en Gua-
temala.

@/ Bl 9 de enero actual, el disrio "Sunday Times" de Londres, publicéd

una ivfovmacidn con textos y fotografias sobre los campos de entre—
namiento de los contrarrevolucionarios cubancs en Miami, donde ex-
plica que se preparan abiertamente para invadir a Cuba.
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Bl "New York Times" dijo el 9 de enero que fuerzas cowbabtivas estén
giendo entrenadas en tdcticas de guerrillas por personal extran jero,
mayorment de Eatadosy Unidow, en Guatemala. En un despacho procedente
de Retalhuleu dice que "esba zma es el punbo cénbrice de les prepa-
rativog militares de Guatsemala para lo que Los guztemalbecog ¢ onsi-—
deran que gserd un clo que casl inevitable con Cuba', Luego agraga que
Estados Unidos egtl apoyando estz accidn no gdlo con personal sino

ta;ubién con materiales y en la constmiccidn de instalaciones para el
servicio terrestye 'y aérso.

En tanto gue ks fuerszas de tierra se entrenan en las sstribacicne:
de la cordillera, a 5 pocog kildmetros del Pacifico, se reliza
agqui un intenso en ito aéreo en un aerddromo parcialmente ocul-
to. El Presidente dnitid en una entrevista que se vealiza-
e ‘guerrillas en las estribaciones ds

a unos cuantosg kildmetos de 1la copi-
j Q! 2 brise aérea gituada a unos 5 kus,

: i N ] fico estaba siendo usada con pro-
ares, pero qur#sparaba e seria transforrada en uwnas .
en un&utu.ro i

Una autoridad gua
Times, que el proye
importado instrmictore

la hacienda
tal provincis
al ceste de
péuitos mil

malg§3 e la lelsgia® indicd, segin el
o ha crecid idwgente que se hablan

xtralsggros, de estos, segin
€1, evan expertos nor teiwerican en las errilleras, ¥y

tambidn se han importado MwgertodVie varia £Loiones. Agregd
gue en el uUltimo grupo se in uyer6%? banod, g la antoridad de

"Helvetia" negé que al presentdNgetén’diendo entfenados allf ciuda-
danos cubanes,

Hds adelante dijo el "™Pimes" que wn ifformanie expresd que en la ba
se aérea se hallaba wn grupo de persomal-miZitar de Estados Unidos ¥
ofros extram jeros con propdsitos de enlrenfmiento.

En enero 10 el Imbajador de Guatemalz en Bstados UYnidos, CARLOS ALEJOS
ARZY, admitid que oficiales nortemmericancs asesoran a las fuerzas
guatemalte cas y de obtras nacicnalidades que se emtrenan en las cerca-
niag de la base agrea de Retdhuleu y otras regiones del pafs, pero

que no realizan précticas con objeto de iwwadir a Cuba,

La declaracidn se produjo despuds de las revelaciones de periodbtas

norgeamericanos en el "New York Times", "Phe Nationl, "Rimeg® y
"Wew York Taily Newa™, ’ '

El Departamento de Wstado de Washingbton anuncid a dltime hora qus ne
formularia ningin comentario o declaracién sobre la novid a publica-
da en el "New Y _rk Ti:zes" de que se adiesbran comendos m ra atacar a
Cuba desde una base en Guatemala, Bl anuncio lo hizo LINOIN WHITE
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quien al mediodia habia comunicado sin embarge que el Yepartemento
tendria w carentario oficial que hacer al respecto.

Los periodistas seflalan a GUILIZRIUO HIRWANDEZ VEGA, cubano que se
hizo pasar por contrarrevolucionario y estuve en los canpos de en-—
trenamiento de Guatemala, el cual se fugd de los mismos antes de
las Navidades y se asilé en la Buwbajada de México en Guatemala, Al
serle negado el galvoconducto se ezcapd de dicha Dmbajada y se diri-
gld a México donde, segin de dice, puso en cmocimiento del Hmbaja-
dor cubane log planes de los invasores,

El mismo dia 10 de enexv &1 Fresidente YODIGORAS negéd categdricamen—
te que se estuvieran haciendo preparatives para invadir a Cuba,

Un despacho procedente de la Giudad guatemalteca de Retalhuleuw fir~
mado por el correspghs del "New York Tiwmes¥, PAUL P. KENNEDY, &i-
cd que esta zona e [Cep de los preparabiveos militares de Guatbe-
agrega que la base de ltefalhuleu es

e fuerzas de coumndog para Lo caal
alidades,

i e Peritos norteamericmos, cubanos y

La base, segdn afirma KEMNED ~pons

de Estados Undos gue Pambién s‘i é &
un funcionario ¢ 1nte%no en iachaones con Washingfion le
afirmd que el gobidxpo moryemmaricana’/fe hegd A~enviar uds amas
que las ya remililas, pQr co grar qu rygﬂg rtrechog solicitados
superaban las necesidad®s de o ggoiones d}@s‘vas.
&

Afiade que la instalacidn prﬁWal %a base,somstrufda por una
empresa norteamericana, es una pista Jaterrizaje perc que ol & exrb-
dromo no es una instelacibn milit™ en su verdaderc senbtido. Agrega

que en la ciudad de Retalhuleu han Mdgo vigtos Ailitares wvistiendo
uniformes nateamericeoanos. i

El Coronel ENRIQUE PERALTA AZURDIA, Ministti'\o/de Defensa de Guatema-
la, declard:

se cudnta con
de obtras nacio

1da cm ayuwda financiera
amentos, afiadiendo gque

base militer guatemalteca, donde se preparsn tropes regulares gua-

temalitecas pars repeler una segunda agresidn, originese dentro de
Guatemala o wverga de fuera,

@f "Efectivamente hay fuerzas acgnbonuadas en Retalhuleu porgue es una

"Hay oficiales norteamericancs en Guatemala y psrtenccen a la Misidn
Lérea, Préximasmente llegard, ademés, una Misibn Naval, Prestan valio-
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§08 servicios en el entremamiento de lag tropas guatemsltecas por-

gue para eso han llegado a Cuatemala, como han llegado a casi todos
los paises latinoamericanos.

"Tas tropas guatemaltecas que se entrenan en Betalhuleu en la gue-
rra de guerrillas fueron sevobremsportadas & las batallas de Zacapa
¥ Puerto Barrios, en noviembre pasado®,

Como se observard, en estas declaraciones del Ministro de Jefensa

de YDIGORAS, hay dos falsedades: la primera cuando dice que tropasg
guatenaltecas funeron aerobransportadas a las batallag de Zacaya y
Puerto Barrios, Es bien sabido que allf no actuaron fuerzas de in-
fanteria y que sdlo participd la aviacién mangjadz por pilotos yan-
kis, La segunda mentird consiste en afirmar que Retalhulen es una
bage del Bidreito guratemalteco,. cusndo s de sobra gabido gue es una
base de mercenariog e amjeros, Desde luego, parece que YDIGORAS

ahora quiere encubri actividades mercenarias diciendo gue son
el propio Ejérc§$o ala, :

de la basge adres de Retalhuleu,
e qae la Dase se prepamaba como
proteccibn del Canal de Fana-
cualquier flota invasora.

lweéqéhﬁ%gTim 42§§>d0 ¢
8

una posible
nd y como cen

EL corresponsal d

: robar que la base estha-
ba aislada del cami

ados amnados montan
v ecina, \d la™qual se pueda obser—

i e
var la actividad del ce om 3&11', imp%do J, paso de extmiios,
Q
1

Bn los meses de septiembre cbuy del =f do, en lag inmedia~
gcin layas Pacifico, se vid

50

¢lmes de Retalhuleu y en las

ur: nimero apreciable de norteanewicands con asp;éto militar y Qucien~
5

do tatuajes cofo es usual en log migmbros de las fuerszas axmadas de
los EBstados Unidosg. ~

La opogicidén afirmd gue esos norteamerid tenfan a su cargo el en—
trena@ient? de log comandos, pero el Gobidyno se 1imité a deciy gue
eran Ingeniercy que colaboraban en la construceidn de la base,

TN 108 ULTIHOS TIEMIOS, SHGUN ACABA DI YNDICAR BT HINISTEO DE DEFENSA
GUATEMAZMECO CORONEL IRIQUE PEXALRA, SE HA REANUDADO URA INTENSA AC-
TIVIDAD TN RETATHUIRY,

L1 "Hew York Pogt" 1llmmd indisoredtos a Log periodgtas MARTIN y
SANTORA por haber seflalado que esas actividades cantrarrevoluciona-
riag estdn financeadas por intereses indwstTriales amerjicanocs cuyas

propledades en Cuba fuercon naciwmalizadag par el Goblermno revolucio-
nario.
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En "The Nation" ‘de New York TON DWIGGINE informd gue pudo conf irmar
que existe una base militar en Retaelhuleu. PTodas las viag de acceso
al:aerddromo estén cerradas, Guardias amados de riffles estdn apos-—
tados en los caminos gue van a la base. la pisba del aerddromo que
segin informes +tiene ocho mil pies de largo, parecerfa algo corta
para operar aviones de combate de propu].SLén a chorro, sin embargo,
puede hecerse por estar el aerddromo al mismo nivel dsl mar,

Ia pista estd congtrulda en terrenos que son-propiedad de un promi-
nente ganadero guatemalfeco nombrado MANUBL RATDA, Se dice que la
cametruceibn fue teminada en un tiempo record de 80 dias durarte )
el verano de 1960, bajo laa pepres condiciones de calor y humedad, i
AL no sxistir -t:rénsl‘to aéreo con sl Departamento de Rctalhu‘leu, no }
cabe Aida sobre los propdditos de la base en ese lugar

Ho hace mucho el Dr./H{II‘MI{D LG, Director del Instituto de stu-

dios Hispanoamericarwos de jLa Ugilversidad de Stenford, regresd-de (Gua-
temala con prued “de @ egbaba repleto de eulados we wla-

pd
negban una invaslén a Cub’g 1a Isla de Pinos, lo que fue publica-
do por "%he Kaqfim"

-
2 Isla de Pinos) euperin eg-

;"'
ALLL, segin el Dr. HILPQ egre
\.tlpo ' '1osa, que ac‘mie como punto

tablecer un gobierno dé
de reunidn de log enemigi® de ¥IH
de invagidn se realizaria cong
rrios, gue serv:l.rif comq bt

in informe indica que Reté hule 8 una fendet adiestramiento para
fuerzas adreasg y terresbres Egeczenaéréato de "volunfarios"
de pafses miembros de la OFA, Otro forpeesttentifican al aerddro~
mo como unc de tantom de una ¢ cle%; red dses milimres desde
las cuales se puede lanzar Idecilhente un ataq oordinade contra Cuba.

El "Wew York Times" expresé el 10 dd ensro Bstados Unidos eatédn
suninigtrando a Guatemala persomal de\entrefamiento, materisles y
otra asistencia en 1la preparacidn de erza de gyprrilleros para
un posible encuentro con Cuba, Su correghondal KENNE % dijo déade
Retalhulen que B.U, ha ayuwdsdo también a financear la construccidn

de un campo de aterrizaje cercao donde se eghtd realizando un.activo
entrenamiento diario en mm iobrza adreag, Dice: tambisn gue la. noacien-
da ez en gran parie .propiedad de HOBERTO D ALEJOS ARZU, uno de los ma-—

yores productores independientes de café de Guatemala v amigo intiso
¥ asesor de YDIGORAS,

Dog B-26 y dos DE-4 o DC-6, sin warcas de identificacién, gperan cn
la pista, ¥lempo tiene edificios gue parecen cuarteles, unc de los
cuales girve de estacidn de radioc,
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Dice el corresponssl KENLEDY que penetrd doce kildmetros en la ha-
cienda donde los guatemaltecos sa adiestrados. Una auvforidad gua-
temalteca le 4t jo aue los guatemaltecos originalmente estaban a
cargo del adiestramiento en la bage, pero el proyecto crecid tan
rédpldanente que experbtos extranjeros en lucha de guerrillas, piinci-
palmente de Estados Unidos, fueron trafdos. También se dijo gue usa-
ban a dos rusos para gque log reclutados se acostumbraren a oir a los

comgndos rusos. La fuenie desmintid sim embargo ¢ue ahora sean adies-
trados cubenocs en dichz haciend: .

Oficizles que parecen vestir uniformes de la Puexrza Adrea de Pstados
iinidos han sido vist en &l centro de Retalhuleu manejando aubomd-

viles, pero ningunc en esa fomra fue visgto caminando en las
calles, .

1) iinistro Yeffen L que getiva.ente tenemos fuerszas
acantamadas . Hegftalnul cr*foe, trall efectivos del Zjército
regular de Guategala gume se @ all rendndose en prédcti-
cas de la guerrd de guerrillas ., ~Ag E;ﬁ Ot en S o hay propdsitos
belicosos, singi}m activigad rutina jéreito , “lon respecto a
la presencia d&.Oficiale @ﬁg eauericands\d ord

Guatemala existen misiones ;
normalmente prestan su-wgliosa
terioc de Defansa contompla len AWQE grganizacildn
litares en el pais, adtualuen’ jete, P ;téndose
cuatro, mejor equipadas y organiza

Tentro Qe los planes se ha propuesto e lecer una ffuerte bage wili-
tar en Retalhuleu, Las trwpas que se encuen perticiparon con

éxiﬁo en las gsofccacidn del alzamiento contra e ierno el 13 de
noviembre, - .

arge que en
y las cuales
rgito. BL iinis-
las bases mi-

res y adreds
Shrda a nueg

EL Ministro dijo que no es cierto que Re'talhuleu sea el punto focal
de preparabivos gurtemaltecos paraun chogue inevitable con Cuba.

chg al rededor de un afio que se vienen haciendo denunciszs por la opo-
310;6n de gue en Redalhuleuw se preparan fuerzas merceharias para in-
vadir a Cuba.

Bxtraoficialmente circulan allf insistentes rumores sobre inusitados

é% movimientos de twopas en Hetalhuleu, especialmente en 1z finca “ilel-
vetia', propiedad de los hermams ALEJOS, Los rumores inclusive ha-
blan de grupos mervcenarios saliendo desde Retalhuleu rumbo a la is-
la Cisne en Hamduras y en las Ultimas sememzs se ha mencionado la
nresencia de numervaos cupenos en Re alnnieu, lo cual ¢ s desweniido
en fuentes oficiales,
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Como se habrd podido observar, estas informaciones de los corres-
pongales norteamericaos que provocaron un escéndalo internacional
aportan sclamente emcasos datos sobre las bases de mercenariog en
Guatemala, ouya informecidén completa ya tenia en su poder egte De—
vartamento de Infomacidn G-2 y qgue se relacima en la primera par-
te de este informe. Actividades e fueron denunciadus oporbtunsmen—

te por el foldernc cubsmo y por su representante en lz ONU Lr. RAUE
RQ-A.

Lotividades mercenprias en la Florida.

a el agro pals que evidencia gran actividad de
rre ucionarios en cawpos de entrenamiento
8 idosgt .

® ha conve do £n pn iMmertinite centro de conspiracidn
og~lugareg de ; funddonan descaradacente campos

amen’ cy%’: ‘ciene/ IR de I VAROMA, en el
5?;} Aung @almen e el jefe de ea-

Despuds de Guate
mercenarios ¥
eg los propios

4

cual hay unos 1,40
te canpamento lo es

?E’DUARDO ETTNITONA v el Extenien-
te MANUEL ARPIME, los veddadero¥Qtfes lo 86 & ales norteameri-
canos 2l servicio de la CIA: 00/

Lambidén hay otrcs campamentes encmbezados por B
TAMAYO, GARCIA TUNON, SANCHEZ IOSQUE
¥ otros. :

DIRAZA, TARIMIN DIAZ
y ?:HEE{OB 084, ROIMIDO HASTFRRABI

In totdl se.puede congiderar que hay unos 5;000 mercenarios reci-
biendo entrenamiento en distintas partes de los Betados Unidos.

EL "Mgiami Herald" dijo el 10 de emero que esa ciudad puede estar
vinculada con un movimiento de tramsporte adreo de las fuerzas anti-
cagstristas hacia un centro de andigatramiento en Guatewals,

Su redactor JAMES BUCHANAN dijo que un avidn sin ningvna marca y con
@ luces apagedas, aterrizd en el aerbdromo de Opa-Toka, usado raramen-

te, y se dijo que se trataba simplemente de un avidn cal poca gaso-
lina,

EL 13 de enero actual el Comisionado del Condado de Tade, ARTHUR

H. PAMMEN, propuso un plan para concentrar a los mercenarios de la
Florida en Opa~TLoka pare uwna invasién a Cuba.
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Tambidn dicho diario sefiala ue hace pocas semanas las dutorida-
des policiales del Condado de Hendry, procurarcon investigar. casos
dmilares de aviones sin marcas y gin luces que recoglan a grupos
de hombres de una pista aérea abandonada cerca de CleWiston.

También dice dicho periddigh que los reclutados, ulgunos norteame—
ricanos, han estado actiyfs &% la zona de kiami durznte vanios me-

- 8eg escogiendo entre lo€ em ladQs @ los hombres que congideraban
calificados y confial¥es ageMpe selecclonaba a log voluntarios
en gu casa., A los rp

Foluta e s permitfa ninguna maleta, tam-
poco podian llevap’documen iddgptificacidén o direrc, llevindo
estfl

solamente sus rogag puestas amarlas por el unifome de cam-
pada wna vez lledadbs a su d ¢

Un norteamericanc dN28 é@
en Denver, Colorado, @
de 50C hombres en la rexi
a una invesifm a Cuba qui\ se
GURULE, veterano de la gus
sa movilizar se gumaria a la\fuer invas
Plorida. Qitd parte de wna calNa f gﬂda PO
lado Cormel del #jéreito cuband, en %p gent

hombres son preparados en Wiawmi Psra 6aimvaﬁ.

Ia revista "Parade" de New York, en Wa articulo $#rmado vor ROBERYL
EAY dijo que Estudos Unids tiene por No mero g.Ance gervicios de
espionaje encabeszados por la CIA, Agenchy Central de Inteligencia,
que cuenta con 45,000 eapiasg gue interfiMen en los asuntcs de Cuba,
Guatemala, 1 fongo, Indonesia, Irak, Iran, Birmania, Iaos i otres
paises., Afindié~que la CIA segin cdlculos conservadores gasta alre-
dedor de mil millones de délares apualiments en obbener inforwacién
¥ fomentar actividades subversivas en el extranjero. Bl articulo
informa que la CTA tiene centros de espionaje disfrazados de esta-
blecimientos comerciale s en muchas ciundades, En Formosa, por ejen—
ple, utiliza una casa editora y en Pilipinas un restaurant.

“de €

gs de junio préximo.
aueNlLa fuersa que Ddieni~
prepura en la
AGO, un titu-
cinco mil

En Los fngeles, California, se habla de una fantdstica operacidn

de atague aéreo preparada pera conmienzos de 1961, Bstdn ofreciendo
QH 25,000 délares a los pilotos por participar en esa misidén. Los que

ofrecen dinero son "gente prmde" en el Gobierno, le acuerdo con

el plan, seis aviones A-20 amados con bombas de 600 libras, cuyos

pilotos s6lo esperan que se les adelante el dinero en efectivo que

se leg ofreclé, los cuales estén regrudos en aerddromos de ILos Ange-

les, Miami, Haiti y Veunezmela, BL plan es volar bajo a rasg del agua,

aparecer de golpe sobre la costa ecubana a las cuatro de laz madans

¥y bombardear los depdsitos y refinerfas de petrdleo,
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Un periocdista norvcamericenp cuenta que en un bar de Carscas, un
aviador conté que hay un intermediaric gue maneja los mensajes se—
cretos para los miembros de una recientemente formada "Legidn del
Caribe" integreds por aviadores mercenarios. Bstos pilotos a suel-
do estdn trayendo secrglamente a la regidén del Caribe una hetero-
genea flota que incluye desde "Vampires" ingteses de propuls én a
chorro hasta los B-25 y P-Shde la ditima guerra.

El entrenamiento de nercphapioa™qn Kstados Unidos se hace de' una
manera tan descarada qug 1 vis Wiife", en su edicidn de octu-
bre 31, inseria laz fodog 8 npamentos de mercenarios en
el Dstado de la Ploxrjfla, EL g ppdo. la estecidn de te-
levigidn C¢BS (Colun

varios de es0s cen

%
4 Broadcd &Y Sys proyectd peliculas de
0s contrarre cignam™os en Miami. .

EL "Diszrio de les Am 'cas”g? e 22 de
la muerte del nortesmegano HELL ¥
paro que se le egcapd al ™ybano 48
tras reeciblan instruoceidn m™Litar

centrados en los campamentos de ¥iami, O
Tauderdale y Fort Myers reciben 25 délares
cantidad para sues familiares de scuwerdoal n

ead, PFort
de paga’ y uha

De estos campos de entrenamiento de la Plorida se han venido trasla-
dando mercénaiios para (uatemala ¥y para la Isle Cime en aviones
transportes del Ejército norfensmericano y en avionss civiles de car—
ga. La nisma prdctica se sigue con aquellos que teminan el periodo
de instruccidn en Guatemala. Is Isla Cisne es utilizada como esto-
cifn de trénsito en la que permanecen algunos dias y luego 1os mer—
cenarios son trasladades a la Base Waval de Guanibnamo,

Bl primer grupo tramaportado a Cuanhdnano egtaba constitufdo por

150 hombres que viajé el pasado 24 de octubre en el barco de guerra

"Burman® 4¢ la Marina de los Bstados Unidos, a cargo del Capitén .

JOSEPH MCDONATLD, 4 partir de esa fecha todas las semenas §se nan em-—
é} barcado grupos de 150 hombres con armas, parque, medicinmasg y viveres,

Ultimamente los wve rcenarios de Guatemala han ido directamente a la |
Base Maval de Guantdnamo sin hocer ezocnla en la Lala Ciune.

Los mercenari og situados en Guanténamo, camuflagsados con uniformes
verde olivo con pintas carmelitas y blancas, que Tfueron utilizados
por Ia Infmieria de Harina en la segunda guerra mundial, son las
mejores troms y poseen las mejores armas. El plan es lanzar varias
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% Deguetias expediciones tipo comendo a distintos puntos de la Isla,
g‘incronizéndolos corl atentados y actos de sabotaje en las ciundades.
, gstascexpediciones partirin de laiTlorida, de algunos cayos adyacen-—
tes y posiblemente de la Isla Cisne. liientras se efectden los des-
embarcos, los mercenarios acampados en la Bage Naval g¢e Guantgnamo
@aldrdn hacia la Sierra Mpestra desde la cual como centro de opera-
ciones, vroyecten atacar varias ciudades de la provincia de Orients
apoyados por 1la aviaclén con base en la Isla Cisne y en Guatemala,

Ta aviacién wyercenaria proyscta boubardear asi mismo distintos pun-
tos de la pr3‘-j.nc ia de la Habana.

Uno de los centrog de reclutamiento e n Miami radica en la calle 17

¥y Biscayne Boulevard, ' donde se inscriben abiertamente mercenari os
para former un ejéreito invasor; -

Ya ge hs informaio gue el FRD de PUNY VARWA cuenta con la apyroba=
cién de las ali¥oridades de Bstados Unidos y pasa de contrzbando ar-
masy parque y explogivoes para la Isla, y que el campamento de este
grupo conbrerrevolucionario, una vez aceptados los mercend ids, no
pueden regresar a la vida civil, recibiendo la correspondencia dd
familiares y amigos a través de un apartado de correos en Hiami,

en un sistema similar &1 empleado por el Ljército norieamericeano
durante la Segunda (uerra Mundial para

ocultar la situacidn de las
tropas.

En lag visperas de Afic Nuevo lu KP comwnicd desde Miami gre un gru
po de 200 cubanos y 23 norteamericarns acaupados er barracas cerca
del centro de la ciudad, se preparaban para desembarcar en Cuba, El
gmpo dirigide por ROLAMDO MASKFERRER conkaba con los norbteamsricanos
KENNETH PROUTOR, de 33 aiios de edad, natursl de Bogton; LARRY BRICENT
de 22 afios de edad, de Columbug, Ohio, :

Tenbién son conocidos ¥y han gide informados oportunamente los Dro—
gramag de radio que mantiene y gufraga la administracidén de FYashing-
ton, en log cuales se calwmia y Se invita a latraicidm al mismo
tiempo que tramemiten en clave dSrdenes para los conbtrarrevwoluciona-—
@[ rios situados dentro de Cuba, todo esgbto bajo la direccidn de la CIA.

. . . t
Uno de estos grupos que confeccioma programas de Tadio poses wna ilu-
Josa regidencia en Miaml donde se graban los mismos y después se

trasmiten desde unas embarcacidén de 35 pies de eglora con bage en di-
cha ciudad,

Pegde ¥ew York se difunds en onda corta cinco veces a la semana oiro
programa titulado "Ppr Cuba y para Cuba™ el ousl es reproducido se-

senta minutos médy tarde por onda larpga desde Radio Swan en la Ysla
del Cisne‘
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., REPUBLIGA DE TUBA

MINIST?:R]O DE I-.A:-E FUERZAS ARMADAS
* . REVOLUCIONARIAS

) ‘.éJ;ﬁctro REBELDE | CONF]DENC]AL‘
L
; - La embarcacidn gue sale todos los dlas de Miami brasmite el Yro-

.ot grama' "Radio Cuba Independiente! en el cual se dan inatrucciones
para sabotear cines, teatros y otros lugares de reunién. |
L :

, Gomo se sabe, Radio Swan estd en el aire desde el msado mes de

agosto, aparstiendo operada por la firma “Gibraltar Steamghip Com-

vany" domigfliada ed la ciudad de Wew York, Trasmite todas lag no-
ahes” evadx ora L § gpaflol™y las grabaclones se hacen en Bgtados
Unidos eri¥féndos 5 Qéﬁéﬁ por semana en un avidn a la Igla Cimme.

4 . .
La Lsla Cisne, que plrve de. tPinsito para grupos de mercenarios,
‘gunque pertengce & 'Honduras § é,,‘ ocupada por Bstados Unidos que ha
ingtdlado en Ia mismdDln estaoldy del caribe del Burd Meteorolégi-
c0 para el estudip de Loy ciclodey) Bsta igla es casit toda.de la
propiedad de SUMMER. SMIiﬁtgiun comeprcibnte de Boston descendiente
del Capltén ATONZO ADAMS Qi3 ge esiab: ﬁ%ié dnd en 1893, '

e L, £ N

El 21 de dicidhbre ppdo.-.se c%égﬁf@n 1'{asih_ﬁ:§f§ﬁ'n el “Comité para la
Liberacién de Cuba%, dirigide pér JOHUY WG’ CGLARCHY, el gue cowbra-
terd tiempos en estaciones de.radlo para hacer pro paganda contra
Cuba, Lo secundan el 'Representante PUCINSKYy de Illinods, y °
NICHOTLAS NONNEMATHER, Comandante" Filoto retirado. '

Todo lo anteriommente expuesto es cudyte’ podemos informar hadta el

3 i
momento sobre los campamentos de merceMarios en Guatemala, Nicara-
gea, La Plorida, y otras actividades contrarrevoluciom rias,'

"YENCEREMOS M
@W
A-18 * Capt. Alberto ...

_—

El precedente informe se eleva al Dr, OSVALDO DORTICOS TORRADO,
Ciudadano Presidente de la Repdblica, pars su conocimiento y con-

sideracidn, 7
/ :

N Q_ﬁ\\
Ramiroe Vdlidés Menéndez

a%d
EraTygn contai '
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To : Commander Ramiro Valdés Menéndez
Department Chief. Inf. G-2 MINFAR
Re : Report on mercenary camps and bases in Guatemala, Nicaragua and Florida

In 1959, the “yanki” Department of State made the Dominican Republic its main
mercenary training center. Adventurers and murderers from different countries,
Falangists from the Blue Legion, Nazis, Japanese, “yankis”, war criminals, European
renegades and other riffraff, assembled there and trained under the direction of
PEDRAZA and Trujillo’s Officers for an invasion of Cuba. Every day, the Dominican
radio spewed insults and defamation against the Cuban Revolution and its leaders.

But then Washington changed its plans. TRUJILLO turned out to be spoiled goods for
the peoples of America. This devoted lackey was already very “burned.” Plans were
made to “sacrifice him” at the OAS (a sacrifice that later turned out to be apparent, not
real) in order to stage a farce in that International Organization that would lead to
condemnation of the TRUJILLO dictatorship along with the CASTRO “dictatorship.”

As these “highly strategic” political plans were being developed, plans in which
“democrats” PEPE “CACHUCHA” FIGUERES, ROMULO BETANCOURT and
MUNOZ MARIN were not uninvolved, the forces of imperialism transferred out of Santo
Domingo their most important preparation center for an attack against Cuba. From that
day forward, Guatemala became the main focal point for mercenary training in camps

and bases established there. The distinguishing feature was that this operation was no
longer run by PEDRAZA and TRUJILLO, but rather by the CIA, with North American
officials directly training the mercenaries, and provisioning them with equipment, arms,
supplies, aircraft, ete.

Thus, by the first few months of 1960, an important airstrip, as well as a major mercenary
camp, had already been built in Retalhuleu under the direction of “yanki” officials. This
base was built with utmost haste by a “yanki” company and “yanki” engineers at a cost of
_ over one million dollars supplied, according to reports, by the CIA (Central Intelligence
Agency) and businesses such as the United Fruit Company.
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More than twenty such camps were quickly established in different areas of Guatemala,
comprising a total of more than six thousand mercenaries as well as a large number of
airplanes and huge quantities of arms.

By this past October, the climate of hostility toward Cuba and preparations underway in
Guatemala for an invasion were evident.

In mid-October there was a marked increase in activity on bases established in the
Department of Retalhuleu. The number of airplanes arriving and unloading was higher
than usual. People working in those centers observed that there was every indication of
an impending attack on Cuba. The airplanes had unloaded parachutes, field hammocks,

and stretchers,

The mercenaries were concentrated mainly in the Department of Retalhuleu. At
“Helvetia” farm, 600 tents were divided into two camps of 300 tents each. An individual
who was in one of those tents reported that there was an average of ten men in each tent,
which added up to six thousand mercenaries. These included Cubans, Guatemalans,
other nationalities, and North Americans. They were paid about ten dollars per day.
There are approximately two hundred North Americans, who direct training,
construction, the radar station, etc. One of these camps is situated 3 kms. north of the
center of the above-mentioned farm.

The airstrip at Retalhuleu airport is built to withstand bombardment and to last an average
of two years. Its estimated cost is placed at over one million dollars. Although this
airstrip was recently built, repair crews are there every day, which can only be interpreted
as a preventive measure in case of reprisal from Cuba. ‘

When the Retalhuleu airport was first opened, President YDIGORAS said that it was to
be used to export products from western Guatemala. It has been closed to the public for
the past several weeks, however, having been placed under military jurisdiction during

the state of siege. And although it is ostensibly under the control of the Guatemalan
Army, the fact is that the airport actually is controlled by North Americans, to the extent
that truck drivers who arrive there to unload cargo are replaced by North Americans to
keep them from entering. Moreover, the Governor of the Department does not even have
access to this airport.




There are an estimated 48 airplanes based in Guatemala for use in the attack and invasion
of Cuba. There are B-26 airplanes, some propulsion aircratt, and Globemaster transport
planes. Most of these planes are based at the Retalhuleu airport and in Chinaja, while the
rest are distributed between the central “Aurora” airport near Guatemala City, and Puerto
Barrios on the Atlantic coast.

Flights take place at night. The majority of the planes are unmarked and most are painted
black. Activities are generally nocturnal. This can be construed not only as a means to
remain inconspicuous and cover up these activities, but also as a means of preparing the
men to operate at night against Cuba. As a result, there have been a number of air
accidents on the coast of Retalhuleu and the area known as Flores, in the Petén. The
plane that crashed in the Petén (Flores) had taken off from Tapachula, located almost on
the Mexican-Guatemalan border. Nighttime parachute drills also are taking place.

Training sessions are held using real firepower. As a result, the Ydigoras government has
publicly acknowledged that several men have been killed or wounded, while alleging that
this occurred during the training Guatemalan troops with modern weapons.

On the “Helvetia” farm, municipality of El Palmar, Department of Quetzaltenango, but
also accessible via the municipality of San Sebastian, Department of Retalhuleu, in the
area known as Cerro Nil, on the banks of the Nim4 River, a radar station was installed.
Another radar station recently was installed on the central Guatemalan Air Force base
focated at “La Aurora” airport in Guatemala City, and on the base at San José airport on
the Pacific coast.

The areas where the aggressors have focused their activities are Retalhuleu; Chinaja; “La
Aurora” international airport which also houses the FAG [Guatemalan Air Force] base,
located on the outskirts of Guatemala City, the base located at the port of San José on the
Pacific coast; and the base in Puerto Barrios, on the Atlantic coast. But the main
mercenary concentration point is located in Retalhuleu, near the Guatemalan-Mexican
border, whose airport is situated between kilometers 186 and 188 of the highway leading
to Champerico port; the new airport secretly built on the national (government-owned)
farm called “La Aurora” located in the municipality of Nuevo San Carlo, also in
Retalhuleu, whose airport is made of concrete cemented on piles ten meters deep and two
meters wide and is outfitted, according to unconfirmed data, with underground hangars.
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Other information sources indicate that there is a 45,000-gallon gasoline tank covered
over with sandbags and garbage in Retalhuleu airport. Airplanes usually take off from
Retalhuleu on Mondays at four o’clock in the morning and return on Wednesdays
between four and five o’clock in the morning. During the first week of last October, a
cargo of leather boots was received for the alleged invaders. U.S. Air Force planes
numbers 850 and 854 reportedly were painted with Guatemalan insignia.

The apparent chief or authority in the Retalhuleu camps is a North American who goes
by the assumed name NORTH. There are an estimated {ifty North American aviators,

Since August 11, 1960, several Jets and Mustang airplanes have landed at the base at the
port of San José. On the August 13, a Globemaster landed at the main “La Aurora™
airport in Guatemala City supposedly to deliver milk to CARE, but actually carrying
weapons and ammunition that were unloaded by Guatemalan Army soldiers. The
following week, other Globemasters landed at the San José airport and their cargo was
transported to Retalhuleu.

Airplane arrivals and departures then intensified. On October 14, two North American
B-29 bombers and a transport plane landed at “La Aurora” central airport in Guatemala
City. During the third week of October, airplanes marked with registration numbers, or
alleged registration numbers, L-F-5, L-F-8, L-F-9, L-F-11 conducted night flights
between “La Aurora’ central airport and Retaihuleu airport. This past October 14, a large
number of airplanes landed at Retalhuleu airport. Also, Landcaster airplanes, Canadian-
made bombers. By October 26, 47 bombers had been assembled at the secret airport
located on “Aurora” farm, as well as a huge arsenal of five hundred and six hundred
pound bombs which, arranged in a row, cover 150 meters.

It is possible that the northwestern zone of Retalhuleu Department has been chosen for
mercenary camps because several national farms are located there. In other words, farms
that were owned by Germans, were expropriated following World War II, and are now
administrated by the Guatemalan government. The most important of these farms is
“Candelaria Xornuitz”. QOthers currently occupied by camps are “Aurora,” “La Suiza,”
“Tambor,” “Culsin,” and “Helvetia” itself, owned by brothers ROBERTO and CARLOS

ALEJOS ARZU, who are YDIGORAS stalwarts.

“Helvetia” farm, currently owned by ROBERTQ ALEJOS ARZU, former coordinator of
“North American Aid to the Guatemalan Government,” friend and advisor of
YDIGORAS, currently diplomatic representative of the




-5

Knights of Malta, and his brother, CARTL.OS ALEJOS ARZU, currently the Ambassador
to Washington, is one of the most important mercenary concentration points. Reports
indicate that, possibly in the month of August or earlier, 185 mercenaries and 45
specialists were there, most of the latter North Americans. Later, Batista followers and
other mercenaries began to join them. In late July or early August, 500 soldiers and non-
commissioned officers from the Guatemalan army also were taken there, 20 of whom
were taken to the United States and the Panama Canal Zone for special training. Many
workers and peasant farmers from the national and private farms in the area were
persuaded, or obliged, to sign up. At the end of the third week of October, a large
number of North American soldiers were brought in by railway via Puerto Barrios, and
were taken to “Helvetia” farm.

Some regular troops of the Guatemalan National Army, about four infantry companies,
have been assigned to guard the zone and are deployed at “Helvetia,” “Aurora,” “La
Suiza,” “Tambor,” and “Culsin” farms.

Reports have been received regarding the presence of an airplane-launching catapult at
“La Suiza” farm, which serves the dual purpose of instructing pilots for aircraft carrier-
based operations and impeding detection of the base from the air. These installations
were built by the North American company “Johnson Powers.”

Other camps worth mentioning are located at “Rancho Florido” farm in Escuintla
Department, “Campo Corriente,” owned by United Fruit Company; “Helvetia” and
“Aurora” mentioned earlier, and those in other zones. '

Last November, AUGUSTO MULET, Press Secretary of the Guatemalan Presidency,
confirmed the existence of secret training camps at more than TWENTY farms where
forces are instructed in commando and guerrilla tactics; he identified the Retalhuleu air
base and “Helvetia” farm as one such camp.

It is common knowledge that the Retalhuleu airport was outfitted hastily by North
American engineers at an estimated cost of more than one million dollars. Its main
facility is the airstrip. Funding was supplied by the “Central Intelligence Agency” (CIA)
and by corporations such as United Fruit Company among others.
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Other reports provide the following information:

The meteorological Service at the port of San José in the Pacific has been under military
control recently and other meteorological centers in the country also operate under a
quasi-military system.

A ten kilowatt radio transmitter has been installed at Puerto Matias de Galvez, at a cost of
35,000 dollars. Its broadcasts on official frequencies primarily target Belize. It is
therefore possible to surmise that its broadcasts could also reach Cuba on other
frequencies; that it 1s able to broadcast instead of, or in conjunction with Radio Swan; and
that it could be put into service during an invasion, since its geographical location and
power enable it to broadcast a clear signal to Cuba.

YDIGORAS’ chauffeur makes two trips per week to Puerto Matias de Galvez to deliver
tape recordings of speeches recorded by “a Cuban” in Guatemala City.

A fleet of fishing vessels on the Atlantic Coast is well equipped with artillery, data that
was gleaned from a public statement made by MARCO ANTONIO VILLAMAR,

secretary of the organization PUR.

Military preparations also extend to other areas of the country. A few kilometers from
Champerico Port, work has begun on a new air base in a place called “El Manchon,”
some eight kms, to the east, and for the installation of troops on “Montecristo” farm,
approximately 12 kms. from there. Punta de Manabique, enclosing Amatique Bay in the
Atlantic, is fortified. On the banks of the Polochic River, what appears to be a new
airstrip is under construction; and construction took place at a rapid pace in an area
known as “Rama Blanca,” Izabal Department.

Other reports indicate that it is likely that YDIGORAS and the “yankis” plan to unleash
hostilities between Guatemala and Cuba by falsely claiming the incursion of an alleged
Cuban aircraft that would be shot down in Guatemalan territory. This would permit the
“legal” use of Guatemala territory for operations against Cuba, which would be followed
by an attempt to provoke a collective OAS response.

In addition to sparking protests by the Guatemalan people, the existence of over 20
mercenary training camps has raised concerns inside the army over preparations for an
attack on Cuba. Certain reports indicate that last October 26, there were discussions
inside the army chief of staff headquarters [Estado Mayor] regarding the position the
army should take regarding these matters.
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At the same time, the political opposition to YDIGORAS in the Parliament denounced
the existence of the camps, issuing summons in the matter and calling for an immediate
investigation. At first the government rejected their demands, but a few days later,
YDIGORAS invited opposition legislators to visit the Retalhuleu base. This offer was
rejected because the legislators in question asserted that, on October 27, 1960, the
authorities had just finished dispersing the mercenaries to other areas.

The considerable level of air traffic registered during the first weeks of October in the
zone of Retathuleu diminished and nearly disappeared after the opposition began to
agitate.

Whether because the opposition faction in Parliament had requested that an investigatory
commission be sent to Retalhuleu; or because of the stance taken by many Army
Officers; or perhaps because the YDIGORAS administration and the “yanki” Embassy in
Guatemala already were aware of a conspiracy involving numerous officers (which
culminated in the November 13 military uprising), the fact of the matter is that most of
the mercenaries were removed from “Helvetia” farm on the night of October 27.

Mercenaries taken out of “Helvetia” farm were distributed more or less as follows: some
four thousand mercenaries boarded thirteen war vessels, with no flags or registration
numbers, anchored in the bay at Puerto Barrios and embarked for Nicaragua. Upon
arriving in that country, they disembarked at the mouth of the Prinsapolka River, where
an air base is located, and were later taken to a camp six miles away.

The ships left Puerto Barrios at 22:30 hours on that night, October 27. This mercenary
contingent was mainly composed of Cubans, as well as Salvadorans, Hondurans, etc.
Other reports add that some of these mercenaries were left in the area of Puerto Cabezas,
Blue Fields, Cabo Gracias a Dios and the Islas de Maiz (leased to the U.S.) in Nicaragua.
It also indicates that a group disembarked at Swan [Cisne] Island in Honduran tetritory.

That same night, October 27, another group of some fifteen hundred mercenaries was
removed from “Helvetia” farm in an extraordinary movement of trains and aircraft. They
were taken to a camp adjoining the
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Chinaja airstrip, where they were seen over the following days.

The Chinajé airstrip and camp mentioned earlier, is described as follows: Chinaja is
located in northern Alta Verapaz department, latitude approximately 16 degrees north and
longitude 90 degrees, fifteen minutes. Because there are no roads, this area is virtually cut
off by land from the rest of the country. It is located in an area spanning 271,601
hectares, that was obtained by a North American corporation, “The Ohio Oil Company,”
through oil claim number three. This was where the first oil well was drilled in 1958.

The Company built an airstrip there, which is the longest in the country and currently is
used by aircraft stationed there by the United States for the invasion of Cuba. As stated
earlier, a camp currently has been established there with part of the troops previously
located at “Helvetia Farm.” ‘

We should also mention that some distance from Chinaja, in the Petén, there are airstrips
in Poptan and Flores.

Airports also were under construction in Champerico and in Carmelita, on “Concepcidn”
farm, equipped with radar and military personnel stationed there by the CIA.

Following the transfer of mercenaries from the “Helvetia” base and other nearby national
farms, the situation was as follows:

The four Guatemalan army companies remain on “Helvetia” farm, to which another
contingent of 500 regular troops has been added, in other words a total of one thousand
soldiers.

Many North Americans also remain on “Helvetia.” The rural workers and peasant
farmers who signed up were demobilized and returned to their agricultural pursuits,
although under strict vigilance. This is presumably a temporary situation.

Some reports point to a total of 60 aircraft for the attack on Cuba, while others report as
many as 150 aircraft. Although the latter figure coincides with YDIGORAS’ statement
on October 13, the start of the military uprising, in his threatening words to Guatemalan
Air Force (FAG) pilots who refused to bomb Zacapa and Puerto Barrios, so far we have
not been able to obtain exact figures.
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North American instructors had aiready concluded other aspects of mercenary training;
therefore, those who remain camped at “Helvetia” and other bases are only undergoing
tratning in parachute jumping, for which a huge transport plane is used.

Public protests against preparations for the invasion of Cuba that took place in
Guatemala:

The fact that a Cuban invasion was being planned was widely reported in Guatemala and
had a strong impact on public opinion there. Beginning in July, the “Guatemalan Labor
Party” [“Partido Guatemalteco del Trabajo”] made a number of charges and statements
on the subject.

Several publications, especially radio news programs such as “Guatemala Flash” and
“Radio Noticias,” and the newspaper “Prensa Libre,” reported on the issue. Colonel
CARLOS A. PAZ TEJADA’s allegations, widely circulated and published on an entire
page of Guatemalan newspaper “Prensa Libre” with a daily circulation of some thirty
thousand papers.

The declarations of the “Association of University Students,” the “Association of
Economic Sciences Students,” the “Association of Students in the School of
Humanities,” in the capital. The declarations by the “Western Association of Law
Students,” and the “Salvador Orozco Circle,” both in Quetzaltenango. Another
prominent event had to do with the summons of the Foreign Minister that was issued by
congressmen JULIO VALLADARES CASTILLO and MARCO ANTONIO
VILLAMAR CONTRERAS, and the public letter issued by the latter.

The allegations emanating from within the Guatemalan Congress and the motion
presented by congressman VALLADARES CASTILLO of the PUR, at the request of the
Student Associations, calling for an investigation of the activities and camps at
Retalhuleu; the declaration by the “Federacion Auténoma Sindical;” the protest
demonstration and rally held in front of the United States Embassy in Guatemala City;

and the rally last October 20, the XV1 anniversary of the Guatemalan Revolution,
attended by the above mentioned FAS, the Sindicato de Pilotos Automovilistas, etc., were
all demonstrations of open solidarity with the Cuban revolution and outright rejection of
the military preparations taking place against Cuba, all of which had an impact on
YDIGORAS’ frame of mind and that of his “yanki” protectors.

The military uprising of November 13, 1960

The YDIGORAS government, consumed by a serious economic, political, and social
crisis, a substantial foreign debt, and completely discredited

10
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in public opinion, is facing the active opposition of the Guatemalan masses.

For some time, a significant number of Army Officers had been expressing their
disagreement with the YDIGORAS regime. In late June, 1960, a conspiratorial circle had
formed comprising some 60 officers. Most of those involved were young officers from
different army divisions and a few troop commanders. In July, when the teachers and
students movement emerged around the seniority law and other demands, this group of
soldiers tried to act, seeking the opportunity and means to bring about a change of
government. A huge demonstration took place at that time and there were street
disturbances for several days despite the declared state of emergency; but these officers
never managed to act.

The group continued to attract more officers to its cause, achieving a certain degree of
organization as well as a core of five members who directed the conspiracy. These
officers contacted Colonel CARLOS A. PAZ TEJADA and, following his statements
against the mercenary camps and military bases on Guatemalan territory, essentially
placed him at the head of the core directorate, discussing with him the actions that they
planned to take.

They reached agreements with PAZ TEJADA on several points: agreeing to publish a
proclamation clearly signaling their opposition to the mercenary army’s presence in the
country, the derogation of the 1956 Constitution in effect, and the formation of a Junta to
be headed by PAZ TEJADA and a government cabinet including three or four PUR
Ministers. .

Nonetheless, the position taken by these Officers was patently indecisive and
opportunistic. They did not want to be identified with the 1944-1954 Revolution; nor did
they wish to acquire commitments with the revolutionary organizations that would entail
difficulties with the North American government, or publicly express sympathy for the
Cuban revolution.

After the overthrow of LEMUS in El Salvador, these officers considered doing
something similar in Guatemala.

To summarize, this military movement was not proposing structural changes in the
country, but rather sought to preserve the country’s existing dependency on “yanki”
monopolies and native exploiters. In fact, their conspiracy tended to hamper grassroots
revolutionary action, and sought to establish the traditional government by military junta,
accompanied by a lot of “democratic” rhetoric and the same submission to imperialism in
practice.

11
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© Last October 28, Lieutenant Colonel SESSAN PEREIRA, who, while not part of the
plotters’ leadership, was very much taken into account because of his personal
commitment and his influence at Military Zore 1 General Headquarters, was willing to
launch a coup and requested the approval of the Group’s leadership. After initially
giving its approval, the group changed its mind after considering the situation, and told
him it would be better to wait awhile and further develop the plans.

Inside the army there was considerable concern over preparations underway in the
mercenary camps for an attack on Cuba. Unconfirmed reports indicated that on October
26, a discussion took place inside the Army Chief of Staff Headquarters [Estado Mayor]
regarding the position the army should take with respect to these events.

The Officers’ conspiracy followed its course. On October 30-31, a large officers meeting
was held in the capital, where discussion centered on whether or not the army should
continue to support the YDIGORAS administration or form part. of the Junta that would
replace him. By a narrow margin, the vote came out in favor of continuing to support the
government and, although the conspirators received a significant number of votes, they
stopped acting at that time.

The conspirators then distanced themselves from Colonel PAZ TEJADA. They
expanded their directorate to seven members, with a strengthened centrist position
favoring a coup d’éiai that did not involve alliances with the left so as to avoid
confrontations with the “yankis”. They later made contact with certain leaders of the
“Revolutionary Party” [PR] who reinforced their already indecisive and sell-out
[entreguista] mentality. PR members succeeded in influencing the officers in support of
their halthearted approach, pushing aside Colonel PAZ TEJADA and his friends.

On November 5, the Army officers presented YDIGORAS with a memorandum giving
him 72 hours to modify certain aspects of his policy of internal repression and to remove
from the country all mercenaries remaining in the camps. It appears that, from a military
standpomt these officers viewed the presence of government-sponsored armed
mercenaries as a blow to their military ego.

For its part, the YDIGORAS government had already taken precautlons against the
conspiracy and internal army opposition, which was quite pervasive if we consider the
narrow vote in favor of continuing to support the government.

The deadline set by the Officers expired on November 8 and YDIGORAS, far from
complying with their petitions, ordered repressive measures to be taken against the
disgruntled officers. On November 11 and 12,

12
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the principal officers who had presented the memorandum were arrested, and 97 others
were relieved of their duties and discharged. The detainees were taken to jail cells
located in the General Headquarters of Military Zone 1 (“Justo Rufino Barrios™), a hub of
rebellion since Colonel SESSAN PEREIRA had won over to the conspiracy many
officers from the military police, who were headquartered there, [ ] many of whom were
pushing for a coup.

When the plotters realized that YDIGORAS had begun to move against them, they
decided to act before it was too late, without public support or that of the revolutionary
organizations, and without the collaboration of Colonel PAZ TEJADA, merely as a coup-
minded army group, isolated from the people and already dependent on foreign
monopolies.

On the morning of November 13, the plotters easily took control of the General
Headquarters of Military Zone 1. And they were confident of their ability to coordinate
with certain officers to take over the Mariscal Zabala Regiment, the best complex, with
more troops and equipment than anywhere else in the country, save the mercenary camp
installed by the “yankis™ at the “Helvetia” base.

Other young officers assured the plotters that they could take control of Military Zone
No. 2 in Zacapa. They were also confident that they could take control of the bases at
Puerto Barrios and Jutiapa.

But the rebellious officers were unable to take over the Mariscal Zabala Regiment. With
the few officials they had, they were only able to neutralize the guard, passing without
difficulty in front of the Regiment with some two hundred soldiers from the General
Headquarters of Zone No. 1 and six large trucks carrying weapons, taking over the
Atlantic highway. The Zacapa zone was taken over as planned, as was Puerto Barrios,
but they failed to gain control of the base at Jutiapa.

The rebels gained military control over the departments of Zacapa and Izabal; but their
best hope for triumph had been placed in the rapid support they anticipated from their
counterparts in the capital, that could lead to a rapid coup d’¢tat without too much
struggle, They also were counting on the fact that the Guatemalan Air Force would not .
attack them. :

Thus, awaiting the decision of their co-conspirators in the capital, without ties to the
people or revolutionary organizations, lacking a concrete fighting plan, refusing to arm
revolutionaries in Zacapa and Puerto Barrios who came
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to request that they do so (Colonel SESSAN PEREIRA wanted to arm the people, a
position virulently opposed by his colleagues); all of these factors gave YDIGORAS time
to react and take measures to counteract the rebels.

They published just two proclamations, one in Zacapa and the other in Puerto Barrios,
about which the rest of the country remained virtually unaware. The plan essentially was
to wait and see how the situation played out in the Capital.

YDIGORAS had difficulties mobilizing the Air Force against the rebels. Approximately
25 pilots, more than half, refused to attack their fellow soldiers. The President could only
count on the full support of the Air Force chief of operations, who also piloted his
Comander aircraft, and two or three other aviators. On that day, November 13,
YDIGORAS was compelled to go personally to the FAG and threaten the pilots with the
use of the organized military force at the “Helvetia” base where, the President warned,
there were 6,000 men and 150 aircraft.

His threat notwithstanding, YDIGORAS, did not trust the FAG, the bombing and strafing
operations that ensued were primarily carried out by North American pilots. On that
same day, November 13, the United States Embassy’s Air Force Attaché, together with
other “yanki” military attachés, directed operations from the Presidential Palace, where
pilots presented themselves in person to report and receive their instructions. In addition
to the pilots operating out of “La Aurora” central airport, we understand that other
aircraft also operated out of Retalhuleu and Chinaja. Some Guatemalan FAG pilots were
used for nothing more than to taxi the aircraft out onto the runway where they would
deboard the plane and a “yanki” pilot would take over the controls. They used B-2
bombers and Mustangs.

Later, there were reports from Puerto Barrios that “Catalina” airplanes had been sighted,
which could have taken off from the “Shan-gri-la” aircraft carrier.

While the FAG had few bombs, during those days they were amply stocked from the
arsenals of the North American mercenary bases. This included Napalm bombs.

YDIGORAS’ army chief of staff, AUGUSTIN DONNIS KESTLER, with strong ties to
the “yankis” dating back to 1954, stated that the Army Chief of Staff intended to request
the deployment of North American marine infantry if the situation got complicated. This
plan to request U.S. assistance was furthered, without YDIGORAS?’ prior knowledge, by
EISENHOWER’s °
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order to send, as he did, several U.S. Marine units and an aircraft carrier to guard
Guatemala’s Atlantic coast.

November 13 and 14 were very insecure days for the government. However,
YDIGORAS’ prompt use of the “yanki” aviators and the immediate maritime
intervention decreed by EISENHOWER, coupled with the rebels’ indecisiveness,
successfully prevented other officers and units from joining the rebellion, and the
movement failed in the wake of intense bombing in Zacapa and Puerto Barrios.

The rebellious troops were subjected to intense air fire and bombardment, which was
enough, without calling in the infantry, to compel them to retreat from their positions in
Puerto Barrios and Gualén. The Government regained control in the other areas without
resorting to armed force. As for the mutinous soldiers, who numbered close to a
thousand, some fled into the mountains, others were captured, and still others
surrendered. One group of chiefs and Officers reached the Honduran border. Colonel
EDUARDO LLERENA refused to leave Puerto Barrios, and remained in hiding in the
area.

On November 16, the uprising was considered to be under control, but the army remained
very divided. The movement led by the group of Officers had implicated some two
hundred officers, of which at least fifty had participated actively in the rebellion. Others
who were part of the plan to rebel did not do so, and some of these probably were
discharged for suspicion. Still others remained on active duty. Several young officers
who played prominent roles in this military action are university students, and others had
received specialized “ranger” training in the United States and the Panama Canal Zone.
Some non-commissioned officers also participated, but the rank and file were not clearly
aware of what they were doing. Although it is still weak, a certain nationalism
unquestionably is taking root among young officers, and some wish that “things not
continue as they are.”

Democratic forces continue to struggle to overthrow YDIGORAS and change the
situation. To this end, they organize and assemble, awaiting new battles in the struggle
against the sell-out government.

The military uprising has accentuated the government’s internal contradictions and
weaknesses. Colonel JOSE LUIS CRUZ SALAZAR, a favorite of the North Americans
and the government’s Minister of Communications and Public Works, at one point during
the uprising looked for an opportunity to carry out a coup d’état with Castillo Armas

followers.
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Colonel ENRIQUE PERALTA AZURDIA, who was named Chief of Operations during
the revolt, now is emerging as a new U.S. favorite and is the man IGIDORAS [sic] is
grooming to be his presidential successor by appointing him Minister of National
Defense.

YDIGORAS and the forces of imperialism tried to take advantage of this army uprising
devoid of revolutionary plans against Cuba, by accusing it of links to Fidel, which events
soon proved false.

The uprising, as stated earlier, was quashed without infantry troops, through the exclusive
use of intense aerial bombardments, including rockets, carried out by the mercenary air
force and piloted by “yanki” aviators (they used B-26 airplanes numbers 16 through 21).
Puerto Barrios was attacked by more than 800 rockets.

The units that participated in the uprising were: a) those from the Military Police
headquarters in the Capital. b) those from the Zacapa zone. c) the Puerto Barrios
garrison,

The entire city of Zacapa was bombed and, particularly, the railway stations. Part of the
city of Puerto Barrios was bombed, the airstrips, and the recently- built radio station.
Military casualties were insignificant on both sides, but many civilians, women and
children, were killed in the bombings of Zacapa and Puerto Barrios.

Current situation in Guatemala

YDIGORAS, who in late October, 1960, had been obliged to disperse the mercenaries in
the face of public protest and allegations and inquiries in Parliament, now, in January
1961, has resumed its activities in the camps and bases established for an attack on Cuba.

YDIGORAS?® attitude can be explained based on the following: In putting down the
November 13, 1960, military uprising, he had had the opportunity to purge the Army’s
ranks of disgruntled officers, disaffected with his administration. Further,
EISENHOWERs active support of his floundering government, the deployment of naval
guard units in Guatemala’s Atlantic waters, is considered a decisive factor likely to quell
. any threat by the opposition against his regime. YDIGORAS, then is considered to be in
a strong position, in charge of the situation. And therefore, in compliance with orders
from his “yanki” bosses,
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he is resuming mercenary activities in the Guatemalan camps.

In light of Guatemala’s internal situation at the end of October, 1960, it is easy to
appreciate the threats that hovered over the mercenary camps and, as a consequence, over
the “yanki” plans to attack Cuba. That explains why the North American government
did not hesitate to mobilize part of its fleet and openly declared its willingness to use any
means to prevent the downfall of the YDIGORAS government, which would put a
serious wrench in the CIA’s invasion plans.

In fact, they justified their open intervention in support of YDIGORAS by invoking the
already stale and false excuse of a possible attack by Cuba and communism.

This reactivation of the mercenary camps has become so obvious that it has been reported
openly in the “yanki” press, including the “New York Times” among others, provoking a
scandal of worldwide proportions.

For example, on January 9, correspondents JOSEPH MARTIN and PHIL SANTORA
wrote in the New York “Daily News” that the activities of counterrevolutionary groups
operating in the United States and Guatemala are financed by North American industrial
interests. They added that each week, fifty or sixty counterrevolutionaries depart from
Miami International Airport in a plane headed for one of the three secret training camps.

They confirmed that, as part of this operation, pilots are trained on an airstrip located in
Guatemala just 56 kms. from the Mexican border. The existence of the secret base was
revealed by another journalist, DON DWIGGINS, in an article published in the weekly
“The Nation.”

Both journalists affirmed that these forces have 12 B-26 light bombers and at least 6
troop transport planes, which have been sent to the secret base in Guatemala.

This past January 9, the “Sunday Times” of London published an article, including text

and photographs, on Cuban counterrevolutionary training camps in Miami, reporting that
preparations are openly underway to invade Cuba.
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The “New York Times” reported on February 9 that combat forces in Guatemala are
being trained in guerrilia warfare by foreign personnel, most of whom are from the
United States. A dispatch from Retalhuleu reports that “this zone is the focal point for
Guatemalan military preparations, for which Guatemalans believe that a clash with Cuba
is virtually unavoidable.” It later adds that the United States is supporting this action not
only with personnel, but also with materials, and the construction of facilities for air and
ground services.

While ground forces train on the spurs of the mountain range a few kilometers from the
Pacific, intense air training is taking place here in a partially camouflaged aerodrome.
President YDIGORAS admitted in an interview that training in guerrilla warfare was
taking place on the spurs of the “Helvetia” hacienda, located a few kilometers from the
provincial capital, He further stated that the air base located approximately 5 kms. west
of the Capital on the Pacific side was being used for military purposes, but that he
expected that it would be turned over to commercial use in the near future.

A Guatemalan authority at the “Helvetia” farm indicated, according to the Times, that the
project had grown so quickly that they had imported foreign instructors. According to
this source, most of these were North American guerrilla warfare specialists; experts also
had been imported from other countries, He added that the latter group included Cubans,
but the authority at “Helvetia” denied that Cuban citizens currently were being trained
there.

The Times went on to report that, according to a source, that a group of United States
military personnel were at the air base, as well as other foreigners, for training purposes.

CARLOS ALEJOS ARZU, Guatemalan Ambassador to the United States, acknowledged
on January 10 that North American officials are assisting Guatemalan forces and troops
of other nationalities with training in the environs of the Retalhuleu air base and other
parts of the country, but said that the training was not for the purpose of invading Cuba.

The declaration was made after revelations published by North American journalists in
the “New York Times,” ‘The Nation,” and the “New York Daily News.”

The Department of State in Washington announced at the last minute that it would have
no comment or statement to make about reports published in the “New York Times™ to
the effect that commandos were being trained to attack Cuba from Guatemalan bases.
This announcement was made by LINCOLN WHITE
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who had stated at noon that the Department would have an official statement to make on
the subject.

The journalists mention GUILLERMO HERNANDEZ VEGA, a Cuban who passed
himself off as a counterrevolutionary and was in the training camps, and fled the camps
before the Christmas holidays, seeking asylum in the Mexican Embassy in Guatemala.
Upon being denied safe conduct y fled the Embassy and headed for Mexico where,
according to reports, he informed the Cuban Ambassador of the invasion plans.

That same day, January 10, President Ydigoras categorically denied that preparations
were underway to invade Cuba.

A dispatch from the Guatemalan city of Retalhuleu signed by “New York Times”
correspondent PAUL P. KENNEDY, reports that this zone is the focal point of military
preparations in Guatemala against Cuba. The dispatch adds that the base at Retalhuleu is
used to train commando forces with the assistance of specialists from North America,
Cuba and other countries.

KENNEDY asserts that the base was built with financial assistance from the United
States, which also supplied arms, He added that an official who participated in the
negotiations in Washington confirmed for him that the Narth American government
refused to send more arms than those already sent, because it believed that the supplies
requested exceeded the requirements of defensive operations.

He added that the base’s main facility is an airstrip built by a North American firm, but
that the aerodrome is not a military facility in the true sense of the word. He went on to
report that military personnel wearing North American uniforms have been sighted in the
city of Retalhuleu.

Colonel ENRIQUE PERALTA AZURDIA, Guatemalan Minister of Defense, stated that:

“There are indeed troops stationed in Retalhuleu because it is a Guatemalan military base
where Guatemalan regular army troops are trained to repel a second attack, whether it be
launched from within Guatemala or from the outside.

“There are North American officers in Guatemala and they belong to the Air Mission. In
addition, a Naval Mission will be arriving shortly.
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They provide valuable training services to Guatemalan troops because that is why they
have come to Guatemala, as they have gone to almost all Latin American countries.

“Guatemalan troops who are being trained in guerrilla warfare in Retalhuleu were
airlifted to the battles in Zacapa and Puerto Barrios last November.”

As can be observed, there are two falsehoaods in these statements by YDIGORAS’
Minister of Defense: the first being when he states that the troops were ailifted to the
battles in Zacapa and Puerto Barrios. It is common knowledge that infantry forces did
not operate there and that the air power used was operated by “yanki” pilots. The second
lie has to do with affirming that Retalhuleu is a Guatemalan Army base, when it is well
known that it is a foreign mercenary base. In fact, it appears that YDIGORAS now wants
to cover up these mercenary activities by saying that they actually correspond to the
Guatemalan Army.

After visiting Guatemala last November, the head of UPI in Mexico confirmed the
presence of an air base in Retalhuleu. At that time, he cynically commented that the base
was being prepared as a potential future facility to protect the Panama Canal, and as a
center from which to launch an attack on any invading fleet.

The “New York Times” correspondent was able to prove that the base was isolated from
the surrounding road and that armed soldiers man a guard post on a neighboring
agricultural farm, from which they are able to observe activities in the military center and
keep strangers from entering.

In September and October of last year, a considerable number of North Americans,
military in appearance and with tattoos customary among members of the United States
Armed Forces, were observed around Retalhuleu and on nearby Pacific beaches.

The opposition asserted that those North Americans were responsible for training
commandos, but the government only stated that they were engineers assisting with
construction of the base.

AS GUATEMALAN MINISTER OF DEFENSE COLONEL ENRIQUE PERALTA
" JUST INDICATED, RECENTLY THERE HAS BEEN A RESUMPTION OF
INTENSIVE ACTIVITY IN RETALIHULEU.

The “New York Post” called journalists MARTIN and SANTORA careless for reporting
that these counterrevolutionary activities are financed by American industries whose
properties in Cuba were nationalized by the Revolutionary Government.
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In the New York-based “The Nation,” DON DWIGGINE reported that he had been able
to confirm the existence of a military base in Retalhuleu. All access routes to the
aerodrome are closed off. Rifle-bearing guards are posted on roads leading to the base.
According to reports, the aerodrome’s airstrip is eight thousand feet long, which would
seem rather short for operating jet propulsion combat planes, although it can be done
since the aerodrome is at sea level.

The airstrip is built on terrain beionging to MANUEL RAILDA, a prominent Guatemalan
cattle rancher. It is said that the construction was completed in record time, over 80 days
in the summer of 1960, under the worst conditions of heat and humidity. Since there are
no flights to and from the Department of Retalhuleu, there is no doubt as to the purpose
of the base there.

Dr. ROGER HILTON, Director of the Hispanic American Studies Institute of Stanford
University, recently returned from Guatemala with proof that the country was replete
with exiles who were planning a Cuban invasion via Isla de los Pinos; this information
was published in “The Nation.”

According to Dr. HILTON, they expect to establish a Formosa-style government there
(referring to Isla de los Pinos), that would serve as an assembly point for enemies of
FIDEL CASTRO. In coordination with the invasion plans, forces would be concentrated
in Puerto Barrios, which would serve as a springboard during the maneuver.

One report indicates that Retalhuleu is a training base for air and ground forces pertaining
to a burgeoning “volunteer” army comprising OAS member countries. Other reports
describe the aerodrome as one of many in a growing network of military bases from
which it would be easy to launch a coordinated attack against Cuba.

On January 10, the “New York Times” reported that the United States is supplying

Guatemala with training personnel, materials, and other assistance to ready a guerrilla

force for a possible clash with Cuba. Times correspondent KENNEDY reported from

Retalhuleu that the U.S. also has helped finance the construction of a landing camp where

daily training in air maneuvers is taking place. He also reported that the hacienda is |
mostly owned by ROBERTO ALEJOS ARZU, one of the largest independent coffee

growers in Guatemala and an intimate friend and advisor of YDIGORAS.

Two B-26s and two DC-4 or DC6s, without registration marks, operate on the airstrip.
The camp structures appear to be army barracks, one of which is used as a radio station.
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News correspondent KENNEDY said that he was able to penetrate twelve kilometers into
the hacienda where the Guatemalans are being trained. A Guatemalan authority told him
that Guatemalans originally were in charge of training at the base, but that the project
expanded so quickly that guerrilla warfare specialists, mainly from the United States,

were brought in.

It was reported that they used two Russians so that the recruits could get used to hearing
Russian commands. The source denied, however, that Cubans currently are being trained
on that hacienda.

Officers who appear to be wearing United States Air Force uniforms have been seen
driving vehicles in downtown Retalhuleu, but none with that type of uniform have been
seen on foot in the streets.

The Minister of Defense stated that “in fact we have forces stationed in Retalhuleu, but
they are Guatemalan army soldiers who are there to receive training in guerrilla warfare.
He added that this was not for the purpose of armed action, but rather part of the Army’s
routine activities. With regard to the presence of North American officers, it must be
recalled that there are United States military and air missions in Guatemala, which
usually provide valuable assistance to our Army. The Ministry of Defense is developing
plans to reorganize the military bases in the country: the seven bases now in existence
would be reduced to four bases, which would better equipped and organized than the
existing facilities. These plans include establishing a strong military base in Retalhuleu.
The troops there played a successful role in putting down the November 13 uprising
against the government.

The Minister said that it is not true that Retalhuleu is the focal point of Guatemalan
preparations for an inevitable clash with Cuba.

For approximately one year now, the opposition has been alleging that mercenary forces
are trained in Retalhuleu for an invasion of Cuba.

Persistent rumors are circulating unofficially about unusual troop movements in
Retalhuleu, especially on “Helvetia” farm, owned by the ALEJO brothers. These rumors
even describe mercenary groups leaving Retalhuleu for Isla Cisne in Honduras; in recent
weeks, there has been talk of the presence of numerous Cubans in Retalhuleu, which
official sources deny.
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As can be observed, all of these reports by North American correspondents that caused an
international scandal provided very little information about the mercenary bases in
Guatemala. This G-2 Information Department already had complete information, which
was recounted in the first part of this report. These activities were condemned in a timely
fashion by the Cuban government and by its representative at the UN., Dr. RAUL ROA.

Mercenary activities in Florida.

Besides Guatemala, the United States is the other country where significant mercenary
and counterrevolutionary activity in training camps is visible.

Florida has become an important center for conspiracy and training camps operate
blatantly in different parts of the state.

The camp run by the FRD run by TONY VARONA is well known and contains some

1,400 mercenaries. Although the titular chief of this camp is former Colonel EDUARDO

MARTIN ELENA and former Lieutenant MANUEL ARTIME, the true leaders are North
American officials working for the CIA.

In addition, there are other camps run by PEDRAZA, MARTIN DIAZ TAMAYO,
"GARCIA TUNON, SANCHEZ MOSQUERA, MEROB SOSA, ROLANDO
MASFERRER, and others.

All in all, approximately 5,000 mercenaries are receiving training in different regions of
the United States.

On January 10, the “Miami Herald” reported that the city could be linked to the air
transport of anti-Castro forces to a training center in Guatemala.

Its editor, JAMES BUCHANAN, reported that an unmarked airplane with its lights off
landed at the rarely used Opa-Loka aerodrome, and this was explained as merely an
airplane that was low on gasoline.

Last January 13, Dade County Commissioner ARTHUR H. PATTEN, made a proposal to
assemble mercenaries throughout Florida in Opa-Loka, for an invasion of Cuba.
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The newspaper also stated that a few weeks ago Hendry County police authorities were
investigating similar cases of unmarked planes, with their lights off, picking up groups of
men from an abandoned air strip near Clewiston.

The newspaper further reported that recruits, some of them North American, have been
active in the Miami area for several months, screening exiles for men considered to be
qualified and trustworthy. One agent screened volunteers from his home. The recruits
are not allowed a single suitcase, nor can they carry identification documents or money;
they are allowed to take only the clothes on their backs which is exchanged for a field
uniform once they arrive at their destination.

On January 10, a 28-year-old North American named DEL GURULE in Denver,
Colorado, stated that he was trying to assemble a force of about 500 men in the Rocky
Mountain region to join the invasion of Cuba scheduled for next June. GURULE, a
Korean war veteran, said that the force he plans to mobilize will join the invading force
undergoing training in Florida. He cited part of a letter signed by RAMON [JUAGO, a
Cuban Army Colonel, to the effect that five thousand men are bemg prepared in Miami
for the invasion.

“Parade” Magazine in New York published an article by ROBERT MAY stating that the
United States has at least eleven espionage services headed by the CIA, Central
Intelligence Agency, for a total of 45,000 spies who meddle in the affairs of Cuba,
Guatemala, El Congo, Indonesia, Iraq, Iran, Burma, Laos, and other countries. He went
on to say that, based on conservative estimates, the CIA spends approximately one billion
dollars annually to obtain intelligence and promote subversive activities abroad. The
article reports that the CIA has espionage centers disguised as business establishments in
many cities. In Formosa, for example, it uses a publishing house and in the Philippines, a
restaurant.

In Los Angeles, California, there is talk of an incredible air raid operation planned for
early 1961. They are offering 25,000 dollars to pilots willing to participate in this
mission. Those offering the money are “big shots” in the Government. According to the
plan, six A-20 planes equipped with 600-pound bombs, whose pilots are only waiting to
receive the offered money up front and in cash, are scattered among aerodromes in Los
Angeles, Miami, Haiti, and Venezuela. The planis to ﬂy low over the water, appear
suddenly on the Cuban coast at four o’clock in the mornmg, and bomb petroleum tanks
and refineries.
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A North American journalist recounts that, in a Caracas bar, an aviator described an
intermediary who handles secret messages for members of the recently formed
“Caribbean Legion” comprising mercenary aviators. These salaried pilots are bringing
into the Caribbean a heterogeneous fleet ranging from English jet propulsion “Vampires”
to B-25s and P-51s from the last war.

Mercenary training in the United States is carried out so blatantly that the October 31
edition of “Life” magazine included photographs of mercenary camps in the State of
Florida. Last October 25, CBS television (Columbia Broadcasting System} ran footage
of several of these counterrevolutionary centers in Miami.

Last November 22, the “Diario de las Américas” reported the death of North American .
RUSSELL f. MASKER, victim of a stray shot from Cuban ROLANDO MARTINEZ
CA[JPANERIA during military instruction in a camp located in “Cayo Sin Nombre,”
thirty miles from Cayo Hueso.

There have been reports of a paratrooper base in Tucson, Arizona, as well as small
mercenary groups on the Andros Islands, in Nassau, in Cayo Sal and Cayo la Roque.
There is also talk that mercenaries assembled in camps in Miami, Orlando, Homestead,
Fort Lauderdale and Fort Myers earn 25 dollars a week in pay and a stipend for family
members, based on the number,

Mercenaries have been transferred from these Florida training camps to Guatemala and

Isla Cisne in North American Army transport planes and civilian cargo planes. The same
practice is followed for those who complete instruction in Guatemala. Isla Cisne is used
as a transfer point where mercenaries remain for several days before being transferred to

Guantanamo Naval Base.

The first group transported to Guantanamo comprised 150 men who traveled last October
24 on United States Navy warship “Burman,” commanded by Captain JOSEPH
MCDONALD. Since that date, there have been weekly embarkations of groups of 150
men with weapons, supplies, medicines and food rations. Recently, mercenaries in
Guatemala have gone directly to the Guantanamo Naval Base without stopping over in
Isla Cisne.

Mercenaries located in Guantanamo, wearing the camouftage olive green, caramel and

white uniforms used by the Marine Infantry in the Second World War, are the best troops
and have the best weapons. The plan is to launch several
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small commando-type expeditions to different points on the Island, synchronized with
attacks and acts of sabotage in the cities. These expeditions will depart from Florida,
some adjacent keys, and possibly Isla Cisne. During disembarkation, mercenaries
camped at the Guantanamo Naval Base will head toward Sierra Maestra, which will be
used as an operations center to launch attacks on several cities in the Oriente province,
with air support from bases in Isla Cisne and Guatemala. The mercenary air force also
plans to bomb different locations in the la Habana province.

One of the Miami recruitment centers is located on 17" Street and Biscayne Boulevard,
where mercenaries openly are signed up to join an invading army:

There already have been reports that the FRD under TONY VARONA has the approval
of the United States authorities and transfers contraband weapons, supplies, and
explosives to the Isla. Further, [in] this counterrevolutionary group’s camp, mercenaries
may not return to civilian life after they have been accepted. They receive
correspondence from family and friends through a post office box in Miami, using a
system similar to that employed by the North American army during the Second World
War to conceal the status of the troops.

On New Years Eve, AP reported from Miami that a group of 200 Cubans and 23 North
Americans camped in warehouses near the downtown area of the city were preparing to
disembark in Cuba. The group, led by ROLANDO MASFERRER, included North
Americans KENNETH PROCTOR, age 33, from Boston; LARRY BRICENT, age 22,
from Columbus, Ohio.

We also know of, and have duly reported, radio programs maintained and financed by the
Washington administration, that engage in defamation and encourage treachery while
simuitaneously transmitting coded orders for counterrevolutionaries based in Cuba, all
under the CIA’s direction.

One such group which produces radio programs maintains a luxury home in Miami
where programs are taped and later transmitted from a 35-foot long vessel based in that

city.

From New York, another program called “By Cuba and For Cuba” is broadcast five times
a week by short wave radio and rebroadcast sixty minutes later on longwave by Radio
Swan on Isla del Cisne.
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The vessel, which departs daily from Miami, transmits the program “Radio Cuba
Independiente,” including instructions for sabotaging movie houses, theaters, and other

meeting places.

It is common knowledge that Radio Swan has been on the air since last August, and is
operated by the “Gibraltar Steamship Company” based in New York City. It broadcasts
in Spanish for four hours every night; the tapes are recorded in the United States and sent
twice a week by airplane to Isla Cisne.

While Isla Cisne, the transit point for mercenary groups, is on Honduran territory, it is
occupied by the United States, which has established the Caribbean station of the
Meteorological Bureau there to monitor cyclones. This island is almost entirely owned
by SUMMER SMITH, a Boston businessman and descendent of Captain ALONZO
ADAMS, who settled there in 1893.

Last December 21, the “Committee for the Liberation of Cuba” was formed in
Washington D.C., led by JOHN NC[JCLATCHY. He will purchase radio spots to
broadcast propaganda against Cuba. He is aided by Congressman PUCINSKI from
Mlinois and NICHOLAS NONNEMATHER, a retired Pilot Commander.

All of the above constitutes what we have to report to date regarding mercenary camps in
Guatemala, Nicaragua, Florida, and other counterrevolutionary activities.

“VENCEREMOS”
[signature]
Capt. Alberto
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President of the Republic, for his information and consideration.
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