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I am writing to urge the Select Committae not "go 1na_1ce public y
the report en the subject of assassinations whmh T understand )é/?ﬂa/j’?’«;/, f-’/?-z’{/é
is curreniy in preparation. Reviews of the S¢lect Committes’s
drait assassination report by oificials of the Departments of
State and Defense and the Central Intelligence Agency, who
examined it at the request of your Commiites, have been sub-
mitted to me by the heads of those deparbrments 2ad the agency.
Under separate cover, I am providing these classified reviews
for your consideration. Their substance was previously com~
municated {o the Select Commitiee staff by the reviewing officials.
I also want to offer my views on this matter and appeal to the
Committee not to release this report publicly.

X
<l

b

It is my opinion that public disclosure now of information I pro-
vided to the Senaie Select Committee concerning allegations of
political assassination activities of the United.States Covernment
will result in serious harm to the national intsrest and may
endanger individuals. -

As I stated publicly when the allegations were published, the very
idea that any person or organization within the Uinited States Covern—
ment could consider assassinadion a5 an acceptable act is sbhor-
rent. 1 know you share this view and 2 datermination to make
certain that such deeds will not taka place in the future.
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To facilitaie legitimate investigation of zllegations related fo
" agssassination, I have endeavored to make available all the materizls
in the Executive Branch on this subjact to the Select Committees of
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"I know that the Members of the Cono oress
involved will exerciss uimost prudence in
the handling of such m.’owﬁatlon.

It is not a question of withholding information required by the
Select Committee to carry out its inguiry into ’*,-::se allegations
which relate entirely to past Adminisratons f both parties.

On the contrary, I have endeavored to maka .'—'_11 of the information
available to your Committee so that 1 legisiation can be proposed,
if necessary, and to the Justice Department to facilitate any
investigation indicated. However, we must distinguish between
disclosure to the Select Committee of sensitive information and
publication of that information which is harm#ful to the national

interest and may endanger the physical saisty of indivi duals.

There is no question about 2ccess to thess matena’ts by appro-
priate officials. The only issue concerns publication which

obviously cannot be limited to Membars of Congress and other
American cifzens.

Public release of these official materials and information will da
grievous damage to our country. It would likely e exploited by
foreign nations and groups hostile to the United States in a
manner designed to do maximum damage to the reputation and
foreign policy of the United States. It would serivusly impair
cur ability to exercise a positive leading role in wordd e_tza.u-s.

I am convinced that publication at this Hme will endang er indivi-
duels named in the report or who can be identified when foreign
agents carefully study it. I am sure none of us wsnt such an
unfortunaté result. I urge that we avois any action that would
bring it about.
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defense and ability to conduct foreign affajrs as wall a3
traditional American right of individual privacy, I have provided
most of this information in classified form. :

There can be legislation, if deemed necessary, and prosecutions,
if warranted. But let us do this without the damage to the United
States, which will occur if this information is dade available to
actual and potential enemies of the United States. - '

For the reasons set out above, I appeal to you and vour colleagues
on the Senate Select Committee to cppose publication of this report
on alleged assassination activity.

I am sure the Select Committee will recognize the enormous
responsibility it has to seé to it that serious damags will not
result to the United States by the publication of this report and
will recognize also the duty which I have to emphasize the
disastrous consequences which can occur by publication.

Sincerely,

The Honorable Frank Church : R

Chairman o
Select Coryrmittae to Study ‘
Governmental Operatons with
Respect to Intelligence Activities .
' Unijted Siates Senate
Washington, D. C. 20510

22" ¢ ﬂQLJUW’YL o

751031 0000

- ,

:\:M/Q N etn w;,i‘t

el

R




