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FOREWORD

This is the 19th volume in a series reccréin%h
the life c¢f the reestablished Second Air Force. &
first volume of this series coversd the initial period
from the Command’s reestablishment on 1 November 1949
threough 31 December 104i%. OSeventesn others followad
semiannually embracing the periods ¢f January Sarcugh

June ané July threugh December,

This, the lytn volume covers tue period irom 1
July through 31 December 1958,

A 20th volume wili be released in Cctober 1959.
It w2 recount dovelcoments during the firsy =ix
montas of 195G. Otharz will follow ssmiamnually.

The nazrrative of this volume is based on tho-
»ough research both within and without Headquarters
Second Air Force. Care has been taken to arnalyze
and evaluave tha evidance, tc establish the factes
by recenciling conflicting evidence, and to present
these facts in an organizad synthesis that in no
way vioiates ths spirit of truth eitiar throngh poor
perspective or the cmission or distortion of facts.,

It is believed tiat an aceurate piciurs is
presented; howsver, if any sigaiflcant omission or
inaccuracy iz uncovsred, this narrative is subject
to ravision.
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BaCXGROUND

Recognitisa that, dus ¢ compressicn of time;

tha gbility to react very quickly to an act of aggres-

sion becemes incressingly lwportant &s the Soviet

weapons systems improve has bean the key to Strategic
Air Command {SAC) and, in turn, Second Air Ferce
opsr-ational doctrine. This ig evident throughout

tha histor§ of Second Aixr Force, particularly during
the time from early 1934 to the pressat. Bagically,
tha history of Second Aiv Forca operations during

ths pariod February 1953 through 1958 is a documen~
tation of the spplicaticn of +he B-47 madium bomber
to the United States grand strategy of nthe maintenance
of ineluctable force with cGestructive power wragcept-
able to an enemy." b {U)

The evaluation of the B-47 Emergsncy War Order
(EWO) doetrine is dapicted in a saries of oparational
concapts and axarcisas. Follcwinz the devslopment of
timing methods end procedures for singls wing wmissiocas,
Sscond Air Force in early 1954 planned and exacuted a

then new concept eimed at more complete wtilization

i. Col Alexander Sheridan, "Impact of the Missile
on Warfare,® Air University Quarterly Review

{Summer 1957), 121 - 130.
%
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of the rangs, spazd and dspeandebility of ths B-47,
Labelec HIGH GEAR, a prime objestive of this opara-
ticn was to decrsase the combat strike lannch cima.2 (ai
This opsraticrn, by means of an zaccelerated
deployment and strike schedule, reduced time of the

first bomb strike by four days as comparec to the

EWO (50-53) then current. Under the HIGH GEAR plan,

the air division and necessary support persoinel and
equipment of one 3-47 wing dspleyed immediatsly upon
declaration of hostilitie= to & forward operating
base using the KC-97's of both wings. The B-L715 of
beth wings were reacdied by personnsl of the remaining
wing and routed throuzh a bomb pick-up site to the
forward base., DBeginning on X-day, the B-47's were
deployed at the rate of 15 per day per wing. Enroute
zir refusling eliminzted the nesd for staging and the

tasgk force commander at the forward bese then lawsched

2» R2AF Hist Data, Jul~Dec 1954, p. 92. Full ok jec-
tives of HIGH GEAR wers to (1) dacrsass time re-
‘quired to leaunch combat strikes f-lluu‘hu daclara-
tion of hostilities, (2) decrea 2 vulnerabilitv cf
SAC resourcas cn forward ba , {3) incroase strike

pobeotial on forward basas iacrease cperatisnal
1;=x3u1; iy, (5) decrsase ic zicel and cparaticial
requirensnus at [ucwacd Lases, {5} reduce reliance
on M3T3 alrcerslt, and (7} obuain positiva contool

of aircralt by the SAC commander.
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maXimun strikes on I plus twe, three, four and

-
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Fellowing each sviike, the bombers returned tc the
forward bass and ofter winimum grew rest and main-
tenance, returned to the 2I, air refusling enroute.
Deployed tankers and support psersonnel remeined at
the forward base to sustain repeat operations.3 (#)
Next development was the LEAP FROG concept, &
with the goal of sarlisr strikes and rsduction of
forcs vulnarability at thes forwazd basa.h It diffarad
from HIGH GEAR in that twice refusled B-4L7's weant
dirsct from 21 base to targset and retwrnsd to a post-
strike base. Prepositionad tankers refueled the
first bomber flight; refueling capability was then
built up in the forwerd area by tanker depioyment
efter the strike execution order. The size of suc-
cseding strikes then depended orn ths size of ths

tanker forces. Approximately one-half of tha Second

- -y v X e e
5 OTgANRLIES

%]
ey

Air Fores KC~97 air refueling capebility w.

3. Ibidl, p?‘ 191-192.

L. id., Ps 195. PFurther objectivas of LEAP FROC
were to {1) circumvent political problems zssc~
ciated with lauaching special weazon strikss from
fereigr bases, {2) increase cperational Tlexi-
bility, (3) reduce special weapons Ierry resquire-
ments, {4} decrsase forwerd base logistliczl and
operationel requiraments, and (5) reduce dependency

on MATS.

]
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Bixth fcrce of some 50 tankers was assigned ths air
refuaiing tzsk over Bermuda. Sugcessful use of the

LEAP FROG corcept eneblad an entire air division to
exascute its strikes two days earlier then under the
HIGH GEAR principle, with the result that LE&P FROG
mathods were adopted temporarily for the EWO. }7' /A_‘

These strategems were further polished by stock-
ing weapims at the 2I bases, wave cparatlion, night
formation refueling, and post strike support by tem-
porary duty uaits at forward basss. Purther exercises
througk 1956 made provisiou for B-47 wsather scouts,
development of a QUICK STRIKE capability and refine-
ment cf tanker utilization.(W)

Toward the latsr part of 1956, Second Air Force’s
38th Air Division, at Fuster Air Force Base, Gasrgia,
tested a new projection when cn 20 October it was
directed to maintaian oase-third of ibs forcs oa aieri
sbatus 24 hours a day, saven days a week. No manning
increase was authorized. Thig test, TAI OUT demon-

strated that a B-47 wing could maintain this alsert

! o pp. 196-210.
Yist Data, Jan-dun 1957, p. 351.
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24F Elistorical Dasa ///A/i

July - Dacazbhzar 105%

undser certsin conditions. Thsse ceonditions wars =
1.5/% airerew/plans ratic, 100 percent body and £5

perceat affestive manning, cancellation of all nor-
mal leaves, no off-base school gquotas, rc higher

headguarters flying requirements and acceptancs of

7
a dagree of morale deterioration. U{%L
Most of these conditions were unacceptakbls and

SAC plarners set out to find a solution. Since the

causs of the E40 requirsmsnt was not coatrollable,
this soiution had tc be found within SAC's existing
structura. From the Hunter AFB test, TRY OUT, it
was detarmined that a structurzl reorganization
would be reguired to support the one-third launck
within 15 minutes alert concept. ® (N

Seconc Air Force service-tested its propesal
for raorganization at Little Rock Air Force Base,
rkansas, from 1 Aprll to 30 Ncevember 1957. Four
major cnanges ﬁere examinad; (1) feur instzad of
three tactical bomb sguadrons, (2) deputy commanders
in place of dirsctors ané a special staff, {

3} sepa-
h

ration of meintenance from supply, and (%) the

7. Ib%'. ep. 403-%04.

8. 8ad nist Study No. 71, Vol. I, #Structural-Fuac-
tional Reorganization of 1658,% Introducticn,
filed 2AF Hist Archives.
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D meintsoance porsoanel Inbe &

conducted a similar test at Mountain home AFE
from 1 July to 1 December 1957. This test smwphasized the
strong squacdron organization ccncept. The results of TRY
OUT, Little Rock, and Mourntain Home tests were exhaus-
tively studied by SAC, After thils study new organiza-
tional directive, datsc 2% July 1955, was published. ()
This directivs (SACR 20-15R) providad an crzaniza-
tiongl structure capable of susiaiaing coabat reacdiness
while maintaining a continuous alert. Und:r the nsw
crganization, & tactical wing commander was authorizaed a
deputy commander for operations and & Z2spuly commander
for maintenance. Administration, perscanel, supply,
safety and the comptroller remeinad staff agency functlons.

Each base normally was authorizzd a combat supoort zroup.

[

The support group commznder in turn was authorized
diputy commandsr lor cperaticns, for m

vieas and for installationa engineering. Basically the

naw struchburs centralized similar fuancticns with simslo
10
and clearly definad ccmmand channels. (9)

1.

har

«  Ihids
0. BACR 20-15R, #q SAC, "Grgsnizstion of Manmad Eom
Force Tactical and Sufportlng Units Balow Major

Subordinate Command Level,™ 24 Jul 1§58,

b=\
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2AF Histordeal Dote - . 5
July - DJsssmber 1958

Second Alr Force's mission during 1658 was there-

fere multipie, The shortenad alert time had To te
sustainad while units were being re-organized through-

out the force. Addivionally, B-52 strategic wings

were being mannsd, egquipped, trained toward combat

reediness, and dispersed. (/)
M

REFLEZ CONCEPT

To increase the spesd of reaction raquired to
mest 1558's war plan reguirements, Sseend idr Force

had originated, developad and tested a plaa during

the summer cf 1957, E Air Force (b)(3)
42 USC sec. 2168

(a)(1)(c)FRD)

_Foll owing

these tests, in September 1957, SAC dirsected the
establishment of an alert force in eaca combat wing

on 1 Ogtobar 1957, with operations schedulsd to bagin

in Janpary 1958, o %AF_RD) DFﬁeYBI
E o AifForce(b)(3)
42 USC sec. 216§
(a}1)(c)(FRD)

JT:: @est this commitment, ths 2¢, 306th Bomb

11. MNsg, (IS}, CINCSAC te Major Sub-Comdxs, DOB
62756, 16 Sep 57.
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Additionally, the 44th and

321st Bomb Wings were to deploy from their hcme
stations to ané from Loring Air Force Basa, Maine.
The tasic rotational requirement was five B~47's
per wing. 12 %&L

REFLEX ACTION waz th: code nams given this
operation in the three forward areas < Neorth Africa,
the United Kingdom and She northeastern Unitec States.
Thess arsas will be ccnsidered sesparately in succeeding
pages of this rarretive since different wings and for-
ward unites were involved as well as different climatic
and navigational conditions. The mis3 ion ané methods,

involving all of Second Air Force’s B-47 wings, ware

13
the sane. \?’J
Nine Svcond Alx Force 2-47 wingsh'.;ara copmittod
1
to REFLEL ACTION on 1 Jarwary 1958. %), poE

(6] 3)

12, 24 Hist Data, Jan-Jun 1253, p ;') 25L=255.
13. OPORD 94-57, fg 2AF, Amnnex &, 15 Nov 1957, as

amended 1 Feb 1-;;8. E.{hlb:l.t i
it. Ibid., Annex A.

ontiasspiED 0 A
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24F Historical Iaoicz
July - Dacember

Air Force (b)(3)
42 USC sec. 2168
(a)(1)(cXFRD)

Y’ ssteeo

On rede-
ployment, tws air refuslings, oae day celestlial
pressure lins of position, one gunnery mission, one
fighter atvack, onz elgctronics countermeasures (BCH)

run, three howrs visual formeticn, two rader camsra

attacks anc¢ thres radar bomt scored {R35) runs were

16
scheduled. "{-szfﬂ.nl.

15. Ibid., Annex a.
156, Ibic., App 1, Annex . BExhibin 1.
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July - Dagamesr 1557

Air Force (b)(3)
42 USC sec. 2168
(a)(1){c)(FRD)

L

Air Force (b)(3)
42 USC sec. 2168

(a)(1c)(FRD)

17. Ibid., Apy 2, 4nnex 4.
1. 1bid., App k, Annax A.
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ive REFLEL increments ZI1 through 24 &s sucscessful
i N d only

these Sraining requiremsnts were given. Fifty-four
23S radar attacks were lost dues to route ckhaenges by
higher hsadquarters. Mainterance cifficulties arc
air refueling rendezvous were responsitle for others.
Tanker support was gererally adegusts. 635
Reflex missions for the period 19 through 20

Jananery 1658 were repcrved &s successful by the 379th
Bemb Wing. Stortages of fuel and redsr malfurncticns

precluded some schsduled Uraining, This same wing, cr
23 January reported that its 1-1% January missions were

successiul,
7

——

Comdr Reflex Sidi vo Comcr 24F, Z.P”O/SEGnET/

030 58~3—09:8 M- 27 Report for period 1 Feb
tc 28 Feb 58, or file Combat Botnz 8r, Ops Div,
»r/c _Hg.24F, _ . . S
20. ¥sgz, Comdr 4D to Somdr ZAF %IP‘
-

m.
ct

&
3-27 9tﬂ’3o~°w/.~.e:lex ic
"19 Combat #ptng Br, Cps Div, D/C

A —

SEGRET/FRD ™ //)

Doe

Ojf?’

s
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On 27 January and 10 February, the 305th Bomb
Wing stated succinetly "Mission highly successful, no

new activity reperted by crew members, commant on

adaquacy of support items, excellent through satisfac-

tory.” (u\

Although the 306th Bomb Wing had a succassful
mission with adequats Lanker support on itz January
15th deployment, cartain refueling and weather condi~
tions were reported. The tanker rendezvous point was

moved 02 degress east from the brisfed coordinates by

Second iir Force. The tankers apparently did not
raceive this change and the refueling rendeavons WAS
accomplishac approximately 60 nautical miles (NM)
wast of final briefad randasvoud. Tha lead tanksT
instoad of the last tanker gave the rendezvous in-
sbouetions and number 2 and 3 tanksrs trailad 10 o

12 miles, causing the B-L7's to over-run on dascent

~weT £y ¥

2i. Msg, Gomdr 3795w bo Gozz}dr 24T, LIPP0s3C
02-013/B=-27/2A8 /37584 /Rellex action/ i
5 §

2
1958, on file Combat Rptng Br, Ops Div,

SECREVTRD
ONGLASSIFIED A
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&

e s 4
accomplished in

waather ab 12,000 feet instead of the briefsd 18,000

(6]

witl: the result that refusling «a

“

fast, (/{)k

in Seconé Air Force plannirg, total scrties pro-

gramued througn gach base an¢ sir refueling area were

founded on certain numerical factors. In the air
refueling area, Kindiey was scheduled for 80 sorties
per wonth, f£iva aach on Tuesday through Friday wazkly;
Northeass OCLUS {outside continsiial linite of United
States) when sorties ware availzble from intsr-base
taoker rescurces, redeployment was Lo be accomplished
usicg the "Yellow” route; Lajas was programamed for 80
sorties per month during January, February and March,
and was geduced to L0 per month during the susmer
months. . y,}A

At ths enrcuta bases, Xindley was prozrammed for
approximately seven B-47's per month dropping in for
mlsgsed air refusling altarnate or low fusl Tasarves,
Lajes Fisld was estimated for appreximately five B-47's

per month with an additional 15 for groundé refueling

4

and stagings this latter figure "mr as ﬂd to &5 per

month during January, February c.nd Maz-cu Leoring,

-

22, Msg, Comdr 64D to Comdr 2aF, éIP”O/SECRmT/OZ-OZSC/
B-27/96-57/ 207/ 306D/ Re! ‘lax Action, 1O Febd 1S
on file Gombat Rptnu Br, Cps Div, Hg 2A5'

\ )
Sleshl £

23. OPORD $6-57, Hq 24F, 15’ 50v 1957,




Faorce RPases were to aluernals ad

Pezse ané Harmon Air

gromad staging siops be prevent staging more than
24

five B-47's per wask at any one station. (u)

Nigtt mass air refueling (SACR 50-8) was to bs
given only for five aircraft refusling in cne track.
A1 Reflex air refueling was to be sc accomplished
using the Ann track in the scheduled area. Base air
efvaling altitude at the Kindley arsa was set ?g

16,000 feet anc the Lajes arsa al 15,000 feet. Qﬁijh

The foregoing pianning factors in Reflex refusl~

)

ing, if the reader will bear tiem in nind, explain
many later problsms as well &s the previous 306th Bomb

Wing reference to its deployment on 15 January. {U)

in example of the weather effect on the Reflex

mission was alsc noted in this same 306th Bomd Wing

period. Op 31 January 1958, ths weather oub of Lajae

WS not as briefed and crews were required to remain
overnight at Lajes due to a Military wir Transpors

Service (MATS) emergency and Air Traffic Control (ATRC)

clsarance cifficulty. Sogond Air Feree was notified

and the exscution order was requested for 10002 oa

1 February. Base facillities wsare not properly notified

2’& * Ibid »
25. 71bid.

&& REf/FRD /A
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A
u
anc & 5C-minute delay in take-cff resulled. Crews
nas besn briefed for 50-05 knot headwinds but actual
166 knot windz were encountersd causing the aircrafs
to lané at Kindley cue to fuel shortage. y{%}“
Reflex missions for tas menth of February 1958
were reported successful by the 379th Eomb Wing. Four
constants had hampered this unit in its training pro-
gram on Raflex deployments. These were the 200,000
pound gross weight limitation, the 15 minute loss of
flying time due to the dsparvure "pbobtleneck™ at
Homestead, a loss of 20 minutes flying time in avoid-

ing warning areas at the Jacksonville Beach ccast-out

route, and finally the fuel off-load at refueling of
356,000 pounds of which sometimes as mLch as 10,000

pounds had beer aviation gas (AVGAS;. (56
pog

fx
(Dkg)
No difficuliles were experisuced ic the early deploy-
mort and radeployment phases. 4ll aircraft were on

schedqule and oply one rsdeployment was delayed feor one

28, AL vo Comgr 2AF, LIPFo/ORNEEL/C2-02307
36%/96 57/°AF/3063WM/Hsf1ex hdetien, 10 Feb 105E, S
on fils Combat_ kKptng Br, Ups_ Div, Dfu, He 2aT,
27. Msg, Comdr 3798W to Comér 2iP, il??ﬁ/iE&RETfO}—Ofc;
B-27/96- BS/ZAF/37QBWM/R=1‘16:< icticn, 2 Mar 1933,
on file Combat Rptng Br, Cgs Liv, I/, Hgo Zar,
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Howsver, some dsploymeat and redeployment delays were
2

sxparisnced.

29
This incident was resclved locelly as far as possible. L?‘AA

Crew merale probleme entered the picture aboud

TR

this time. As previously mentioned, the 9-16 day crew

Tmmnd 2o afPnnd an Coyis
laced in sifece o 4y Pabrus

rotation cyclas p

28.
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.

deing evaluated. it the end ol Marci 195&, the maj-

ority c¢f the 2rews were nct In faver of this schedulie

3

and ccrneidersd it awitward and unsatisfacvory. The

five day alert period was considered as too long and

a2 confined and restless bekavicr resulted since the

crews were constantly eware of thelr glert status.

Srews 28 a whole were unable to enjcy a leisurely

meal or secure & good night's rest due to the constaat

threat ¢f an alerv. The mejority cf the crews atethis

time favored 2 ten crew to five airecraft ratio. ? }31?24)
From the crew viewpoint, the redeployment schedule

at this time was also unsatisfactory. 4s the redeploy-

ing crew was on duty until 08302 on deperturse deys,

they did not have adequate time to brief the new crews

cr prepare for the return trip. When aircraft wsre

executed Vo arrive gt other fhan.the 10C0-1200Z sche-

duled time, acditionzl problems ccnfronted the sld

crew. ir one in3tance, the aircraft arrivecd at 03302

and was met by tke alert (ready to redeploy) crew.

This crew went back tco bed at apprcximately 0532Z and

then were up at 070CZ itc ettend the 080CZ briefing.

~
a0,

SEERETFRD™ (1/
“UNCLASSIFIED
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Air Force (b)(3)
42 USC sec. 2168
(2)(1)(c)(FRD)

s JUp at 0600Z, the following day, this crew
attended the 0700% pre-take off briefing and crew ”
change~-over at 0800Z, followed by»final pre-flight. (,9'{ AA

Air Force (b)(3)
42 USC sec. 2168
_ _ (@)1Xc)(FRD) Doe
: (o 13>

. In

this 305th %Wing instance, Awber rcute wai on tha 24
hour rovte selection with individual clearance, while

zecution order cailed for ground staglng at Lajes
& &+Lips

O

-
vile
ancd Kindley. The basic difference betwazn th2 %wec was

that the M-2 reflected a request fer a 1000Z tzke-off

while Amber route entailed a 14002 take—cff.[
Air Force (b)(3) T
42 USC sec. 2168
(a)(1}(c)(FRD) J Thres instances of

31, Ibid.

SECRE
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Air Force (b)(3)
42 USC sec. 2168
(a)(l)(c)(FRD) -J “arlel(1) T
. The reusc
- SEC 130 &
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wita the sharpsat riss sbout 10004, Thas L5004
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& recommendaticn wac wade to change time to 1C00Z
dwriag the het moenths since thils would ailow giound
gnd flight crews tc preflizht during the cocl hours
of early morning, wher runway temperzturas would be
lower and flight crews less fatigned. % _(sleesT
The weekly and 24 hour route sslectigns continued
to present difficulties. Basicelly this was caused
by the involvment of Air Traffic Control and similar
agencies irn & comdbat oparaticasl plan, This is céise
cussad at greater length later in this marrative since

it is nommon tu cther forward raflex areas. (I}A’
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Al take-offs Srom enrcuse sLops, lome £Le

orwWard ares ware with moximur jnternai/exterrzl fusl

consistent with cyitical field lemgths for water/
2

alcohol thrust augmentation and -:u.st ing runway tem-

perature ané pressurs alti‘cudes. M!
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On redeployment, RES was accomplished

on Springfield, Richmond, Charlotte, itlantz ang Little
Bock. A L2 minute separation for bomber stream was

crar St, Eval or the Augnsta

davelopad by orbiting
27
VOR. ,ﬁ()
Ths u.r'bb deploymeat began on 5 January 1558 with ”
3E
the 303th Bembd Wing lauach cf five aircraft at 0100Z. (,&‘(./ /l/L

35
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36. Ibid., Annex B.
37. Ipid., Annex B.

35, bed. Annex B.
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On 29 &m’s_)

Jannary 1952, the 303th Bomb Wing mizsion was reported
‘a3 unsuccaessful. Lsunching gchadules could not be met
due tc intungibles, with a resulting loss in training

and an almost impoasible mainbenancs scheduling problem.

39, JIbid., Annex B.
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2uf Hasperncal Deve 2L
July -~ Dgesmber 1058
. Afny A= b s TS A ~ o g 2 L
mne 36th Air Divisicn (3¢ an¢ a0Ath B¥) consicsred

falt that a nonp-stop
L,ro
sity for dsrloyments. 1;}4%!55 M
The 384th Bomb Wing Jaruary 1956 operaticns were

concidered successful from the standpoint of the

Reflex Action posture but orly marginal as far as 50-8

Redeployment cf the five 384tin Bord Wing
«a Raflex

training.
crews Wwas extendsd 25 days becsuss one comple

cycle waz cropped otl. Thare was an additional delay
of two days and evantually they ware redeploysd on &n
alternate route via Lejes, Hunter snd then vo Little
Reck. This wing, however, forecast better training
with improving wsather. !}{}/A

On 7 February 1958, the 308th Bomb Wing had
torminatad = suzcessful missicn pariod. At this
point, the 38th aAlr Division made a series of recow=

mancaticns b improve Reflcx cperaticns.c.

An'Force(b)(3)
| 42 USC sec. 2168 ']%3
- (a)(1)()(FRD) A
il "i' Comir SBAD to fomdr =4k, ZXET0 ARG t""”'" 01827
x?f:a;s,/:ecsaal'zelle hotien, 2% Jar, 155¢, oo file
DTSRI 5}.~L|1:.$ :.-:, vu\. .,}iu, .i-."_.‘!C, ::? 247,
1,  WMEY, l;”l)'h i;.»:..-.T) HOo UGWmar E.ﬁ.l.", Z...P.”C,"..ECEET,"
022016,/ B-27/24F/ 3550/ Raf ey, Acuich, & Feb 1956,
oo file Oomaat Rping Br, Coe Biyv, 570, Ug 24F,
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nunbsr ¢f rucs on Leadon AES was net uvp oo
expacted. The 4,000 feat saparaticn con this RBS was
cecnsidersd sxceesive and some aircraft haé te bemb
from as high as 41,000 feet, wesll above optimum and
where necessary speed could not be maintained. v ‘£§£41£ES
The 384tk Bomb Wing on 20 February also complained S

about the time/altitude separation over London RBS

plot. This wing's thiré and fourth wave missicns were

tactically successful but again marginal as far as

50-8 accomplishments., During this time of advarss

weather, Sscond Air Force was launching aircraft on
schadules using tha alternate island hopping southern

route rether than delaying for westher in the refuel-

ing area and along primary routes. Weather in the

northern refueling aress caused excessive tanker chase
on dapleymsnt of ths third 384th Bomb Wing wave azd

2 /l""
the flight commander had to divert to Goose AFB. )

L2, Msg, Comdr 384D to Comdr 2AF, ZIPPO/SECRET/
02-6-119/B-27/96-57/2AF/306BW/Reflex Action,
%" -ebﬁl%&, oa [ile Jombat Rptng Er, Ops Div,
! '\) L. ?.1’\3?._
‘55, Comcr £25aD tc Comdr 2AF, ZIPPO/SECRET/
los/E-27/247 /3884 /Reflex Action, 20 Feb 1953,
Til= Couwzat Eptaz Br, Ops Div, D/0, Hg 24F.
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Through ths szring wmoaths of 1G58, the airiine

=n

operaticnal phase of Raflex {or the thres Wildcat

4lpha wings sontinued muck along the preceding iinss,
tir refueling improved as ths weather improved. All
alrcraeft were deploved as schedulec¢ in exscution
ordsrs. Problams continued in the redeployment phase.
Results, for example, indicated that Goose Air Base
gave Zztnar support for ground staging than did Loring

4753 Enroute basz support for miszed alr refueling

R

i&

was considered sub-standard. &ircraft redsploymant was
sc frequeatly delayad that their availsbility Jor
sckeduling coulc rot be depended upon until at least
five days {averags) after their scheduleé return date.
It was felt that cancellations and reschéduling devia-
tions could be minimized to some extent by establishing
kigher priority of maintenance for Rsflex aircreft
at enroute support bases. # (ﬁﬁ,uk_
Rcute ctanges, fusl shortagss and lack of com-
munications coordinaticn were centinuning problems fer

bness thres wings ia thair shuttles back an forth

Lh. W2y, Comcr £:540 e fomer za®, SIPRC/GI0RID/
0L-B-075/8-27/24F /284 /Reflex senion, 11 apr 103E,
cn file Gembat Eptng mr, Ups Liv, Iy0, iy i-F,
L5. =g, Tomdr ITAD te Domdr 248, ZIrr(/332521/
ca £-122/5-27/2A8/308E4/ Rallax action, & Azr 153%,
n file Cevvat Kpeng Br, Ops Div, L/U, Hg 24T,
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24F Historical Deta
July - December 1958
acrosa the Atlantic. The first two of these wers
generally a result of the winter weather. M (u,)

The third forward area of Second Alr Force Reflex
operations during early months of 1958 was Loring 4dir
Force Base, Maine. This phase of the operation
involved continuous nen-stop, hon—refueled deployment
and redeployment by the 44th and 321st Bomb Wings.
Code named SADDLE CREEK, this mission was "to provide
from each of the two wings a minimum of three combat
erews and ﬁhree combat equipped B-47 aireraft loaded

with WR war ready weapons and nuclear capsules on

one 'hom' alert at Loring for strike against designated
targets in event of the execution of ths EWP." Maxi-
mm 50-8 training was also scheduled on t;his Beflex
operation, )s‘)’(u.)

"The 4h4th and 321st- Bomb W;'Lng"s deployment days

were Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday, rsdeploying on

Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday of each week. Planned

arrival time at Loring AFB was 20002, departures at
1900Z. Route selections were based on RBS availability

at ZI plots. * 534'(&»)

46, OPORD 96-57, Hgq 2AF, Amex C, "Loring AFB,
SADDLE CREEK,"™ 5 Nov 1957, Exhibit 1.

47. Ibid., Amnex C.




major problems, This wing felt thzt the weathsr deploy-
ment problems woulc be alleviated by dsployment of alil
thres aircraft on Tuesday of each week. If weather
delays were encountersd, all three could te deployec

waather., The 221st ¥Wing

Il

at the first br=zk in th

‘
o P,

considered that this system would sliminate cne air
craft arriving on schedule ab Lering while the others

were delayed, BMzinteuaiice was kampered by extremsly

conbr"arw westher scucitions at this very northern ZI

base. /‘{)

The ihith Bomb Wing deployed its first 5-L7 cn

[

6 January 195&; redeployment of the first six crews
was mads on 7 Pebrusry 1953, This wing Jdid not con-
sider its initiai REFLEX operation as very successini.
The schedule of aircraft into Loring AFE was very
erratic due to waather and hazardous runway landing

-

conditions. At cnz time Lhere were pima Crews and aizht

aircraft in place at Loring against a2 racuiremant of

LB, Msz, Lomdr 32lBw o CIN3San, ZIFry 0/ COORET/ Os—ucﬁ/
B-27/248/SAT0LE CREEE, 3 Feb 1938, on fila Soumbdat
Aptng Br, Ops Div, /6, Eq 24F.
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four and vhree. Onsce in plazs at Loring, the Lith
Bomb Wing comsidersd the alert situation as satis-
factory; the nonpsrfereance result was on 50-8
training and meinterance scheduling at the home base,
Shennault. ¢ (;) M

This situwation continued for the 44th Wing in
February. The Loring commander began to execute the
aircraft on deployment after 28 February, accepting
cperaticnal control after take-off from Channault,
using a ceiling minimm of 500 fest and one nautical
mils visability. & This improved forward control
considgrably. Iz March, this wing reported: "Reflex
operations have become standardized. Deployment and
redeployment in Merch have been normal.™ . }élbk

During April, 38 crews from the two SADDLE CREZK

wings performed alert duty. Crews and aircraft raturned

to their home stations on time with the exception of
52

thesa delayad by weather, Again during Mazy, 38 crews

L9. Msg, Somdr E08AD to CINGSAT, ZIFPPC/SRCRRT/02-239,
E- Dz’%/uw /SALDLE OREEK, 14 Fab 392, op {iie
Combat Rutog Br, (ps Dlv, 0/C, Hq 24F,

50. ['lad'_, Comsr 9-0\.:4:1‘ [) ’:I".Cunu, ZIPPU/SE;’:P‘-‘ET/(:‘7‘2'?3/
Be2%/2 T/ LATIIS iDL SRIZE, 2 Feb 1350, oo file

Combet Frtng Br, (e Liv, 6/r» Hg 237,
51. 1‘1.;,, I.u.r:: O buc....* (el .J.L'L:.q_, :._u':'t.-,u;%EG
E=27/2aF/ 44 34/S i DTLE Zer, 10 sapr ’-05
Combat Eptng Er, Ops 1}1'* f;ju Hq 24F,
52. Msg, Comdr 4284, Loring tc Lamur &, ZIZ SECG/
PONFID:.I'»TI 1/03-1,'3 /w-:.(/m—t" ax/SiDLLE GREZK,

£ May 153C, oh fike Cumcat Rptag Er C 2 D‘.,
54 53 ? o 2

D/0, Hg 24F, R
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minutes te reach Alphz statvs and 1l.1 mirutes So
rezch Bravo. e %)M

Thus another two of Second Air Force's B-4L7 wings
completed what might be termed their basic training in

Reflex Action operations.

dié not, howsver, have the air refueling rendezvous

and flight clearance problems of their Second iir Force
sister wings. ﬁgiF<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>