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CEAPTER IV

ALERT FORCE

_ The egtablishment of the firet alert force in the Europesn~Africen
sres ot Sidl Slimene Afr Bsse, Mor'oc-cso. _provided for Bug?hs o be
"?e.e‘dy'?o gof' ab all times, BExpension of the program, known as Reflex
wes sooomplished ?rom 1 July 1987 ﬁhrough 1 July 1968 et the Moroccen
.and Spanish sites, with the ZI_Aaxlst two bases in Spain eccepbing Reflex
a'j:gc‘;f&,.i_fﬁ‘qn 1.J1;}y 1958 .,1 .Tp@zg,' f'rg;n the originel 20 aircreft st Sidi
Slimene the fores hed been spread o 36 elrerafte eix bases in the

two countries socommodating eix eiroreft each. (U)

Aﬂer_tbis ;C'irst year‘of adjustment, Ref]_.ex sgﬁ@le?d into o fgirly
even opergation. Eesentiaslly, the concept was to deploy the sireoraft
non-gtop from the United States to the forwerd sites, with one air
refueling i? the area.of Bermuda. The planes remained on alert status
for é4_§ays, ?hen‘weré redeployed no?wstop.with refueling in the Azores
ares, if the squthern route was used, or in the northwest’Atlanﬁic if
the northern route_v'vas'f]‘.?wnu Ground staging was limited, being used
only when necessarys; i.,e.y; when higp winds precluded reaching the
base with the'required gas reserves, or when the aircraft developed
troubl_e. in-fligh'bf The crews for the planes remained at the forward
bases ;E‘or 23 days, with i}he airoraft/crew ratio placed st 1/195; six

aircraft with nine crews. (u\

1 Background information on Reflex mev be fouwmd 1m LOAT BiBGOrY,
_ Jenuery-June 1958, Chapter II, pgs. 38-67 {CRORRE——No—FORBEMN)




Thres sireraft were deployed to each forwerd base each week, with
the sircraft scheduled for redeployment remaining in alert configura-

tion until the replscements were completely pre=flighted end srmed. (u)

An exception o this deployment-redeployment wes made during July
when, due b0 tension in the midweast, SAC forces were placed in &
reedy slert status. For the perlod of 15 July through 28 July no
Reflex sircreft were rotabed, and these at The various bases were
maintained in elert S'ba!bua wmtil 'bhe_crisis hed eased. The advise
bility of #his we.e questionable since studies conducted ﬂy the Sevemth
4ir Division in BEngland had determined that a two-weck period was the
longest thet Bw‘l:'?"s could remein without flying end still be completely
operationals It was necessery to exercise the verious systems of the
sircraft, such ag the electricel, fuel and oxygen systems, to asgure
their relisbility. This was particulary true st the Moroccen bases
where high temperatures preveiled during the summer months. Thus, the
Sixteenth recommended thet during such alert periods ths rotation of

gireraft be continued if all possible. (v)
Assignment of Bomb Wings

The bomb wings assigned to Reflex operations in Spain and Morocco
3
were from the Second Air Force during the last half of 1958, This

included the 18th, 305, 306th, 308%th, 378%h, and 384th Bomb Wings.

€6

2 Interview, LOAF Historisli With WNajor Juliall Be UPGOR, L&ctioal
Operations Branch, Operations Division, Operations Directerste,
13 April 1858,

3 On 1 Jen. 195° the 305, 306. 19; 308, 379 BW switched from 2nd AF
to 8th AF in & SAC reorganizebion.
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Each wing continued rotstion at the sames base during this six
months period, thus permitbing personnel to become completely fa-
miliar with one base in the ares. A map showing these locations

mey be found on the following page.’lki)

Crew fchedules

With nine crews for six aircraft, 14 of the 23 days in a forwerd
ares were spent on alert by each crew. Verying schedules were sub=
mitted from sach base in July 1968 showing the days on = and off-duty

desired by each groups (K))

(w)

ALERT CREW SCHEDULBS, JULY 1958

Base off On 0ff On ofe On Off On off
Morocco
E Ben Guerir Air Base 1 7 6 7
Nouasseur Air Base 2 3 2 4 1l 4 2 3 1
8idi Slimene Air Base 1 4 3 3 1 3 3 4

Spein

! HMoron Air Basc 1 7 3
Torrej.wn iir Dase 1 4 2 4 1 3 3 5
Zaragoze Lir Base 1 7 1

ﬁ?rimarily, such schedules reflected the lack of nearby recreational

spobs £er such sites as Ben Guerir and Zaragoza. Thus, the six-day eoff=duty

I

i

time could be utilized for flights to Spain, England and Germany, as avail- y
ability of airoraft permitted. (UF
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By the end of the yeer the Sixteenth had given permission to
edjust the schedules at each hase as desired by the various crews,
%8 long as The reguisite number of personnel were available for
menning the alert eircraft. During the July increesed readiness
period, an additional requirement was levied for each sitef Ones
of the three off-duby crews had t 0 remain on the base as & replacement
for eny crew that might be pulled from elert duty due to illness or
injury of one of its members. ('UK)

During the period on ati_ert; ¢rew integrity had to be maintsined
o permit all persommel %o arrive a‘& the aireraft at the same time
when alerts were called. One vehicle was assigned to each orew, and
certain freedom of the bass was given. Klaxon horns, used for alert-
ing, were installed in such places as base exchange, theabre, mess
halls, snd alert force quarters, Maximum use of base facilities was
desired for duty crews in keeping with alert lauwnch requirements.
Provigions for "hot=line" alerting was made at esch base, to be used

in event of feilure of klaxon hernse (UNCLASSIFIED)
Alert Schedulss

Three types of alerts were practiced by Reflex crews, with one
7
er more being accomplished during sach 24~hour period. These weres

T Wsg, LGAF To ALl DaseB, C-2252, "(U) Reflex Alert Schedulss,"
24 July 1958 {SECRR®, on file, Historicsl Division, 1B8AF,

53 Listed as DNIP, Dubty FNot Involving Flying.

6 Hot-Line alerting poinbs were the alert force guarters, base

operations, fire crash station, dining hells, jofficers club,

NCO ¢lub, sud Sefvice club,

¥sg, SAC to 1EAP, ZIPPC=02-0CY, sibj: Delinibion of Type of

) ™
Test Alerts, 1 Jan. 1958 {FBEREEN on file, Plans, 164F.

-3
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has CPews proceed to aircraft and when ready %o

“AL
stert engines, comtect control and report "Ready to sbert
engines,” 465 (w)

Bravo: Crews proceed Lo elroreft, stert englnes, con=
tact comtrol room and report "Ready to taxi.! {4 (W)

"7 QObeat Crews report to airersft start englhes, report to
control vower (afmouhcing bexiing for teke=off, taxi 46 runs
way, Hold brekes, epply btaks-off power, reduce power snd texi
to perking arese

Romeos Test launch of slert sireraft. (& (L1\

Only Hegdquarters SAC, could direct the_Remec elert, in this Ce.E6
8AC wes to provide sufficient edvence warning, and the ground rules,
cqn?grn@pghthe migsion to be flown, During the year eng & half né
Romeo alerts hed been oondusted in the Sirtesnts aress (W)

. If 19ca1.circgms§apces dictated ; & locel Reflex Commander could
degrade gggg_type alerts. -Suoh factors that could call for this
decision inqluded local weather phenomena; emengencies in progress
at the base; or a local situation where movement of airecraft could
indicate action thet might be locally misin?erpretedo If decision
was made $o downgreade guch g directed alert, the ressons had to be
forwarded to Sixbesnthe - (u\~

'.“gixﬁsgptb“s control persoﬁnel schgduled alphs, bravo, and coce
a;e#ts? following coordination with SAC., In addition, the local com=
menders were permitbed, upon approval &% Sixteenth, to conduct gégﬁg
type alerts on thelr cwno9 They also could coca alert up to §0 per-

cent of the alert force at one time. (1‘)

8 Meg, 16AF to A1l Bases, DOCD=3803l, "(U) Ground Exeréise of SAC
2lert Fofede, " O 0ok, 1959 fCONFIIENERM®E I~ on file, Hisborical

Division, 16AF,




hccomplishment of such slerts was gbandardized by SAC Menual

55.,21:;; Commend Pogt Operations, that outlined the step by step proce-

dures to be followed. This included the uée of Klexon horus for the
alerting of personnel, as well as the detailed instructions required
for passing along execubion instructions from commend post to air
crowss GSuch stendardizetion then permitted any crew to operate at
sny Reflex base to which they might be essigned. Utilization of
these procedures was stressed within the Sixteenth, particularly
during the first months of the cumple‘he.‘ six bege alert forceo (W)
Leunch +ime for B=47's end KG-Q'I‘"B,naB outlined by SAC in mide
1958,12%11&& for the firét aireraflt %o be sirborne within 20 minutes

after receipt of the execution message, with subsequent aircraft at
13
one-minute intervels. (W)

é}.B.h.i. glerts in Juiy tooi: an average time of 5.8 minubes at the
Sirkeenth’s bases, but by the end of the yeer this had been reduced
o 4 minu‘i;e‘so September's bravo alerts averaged 9,1 minubtes, with
& reduckion to 8.6 minubes in Decamberomm test required ‘1408
minubes in September in conbrast to 13 minutes in I\Tsvemberols'("e%

ey (W)

71

§WsE, L0AF %o ALl Bases, DOCD-2686, © (U) Refiex Aotion Alert

Sohedules, " 5 Sept. 1958 (UCHFEDENEEAI)s on file, Historical
© Divieion, I64F. ’ ’ o

10 Msg, 16AF to All Bases, D0-1892," (U) Alert Protedures, " 20 June
1958 {SBGREI) see Exhibit 44y msg, 16AF to BAC, DOCD-1948,
®(U) Testing SAC Meniml 55-21 Execution Procedures, " 26 June -
1958, See Exhibit 455 meg, 16AF to Spenish AECS Region, Madrid,
Spedin, DOCEC-1940, "Operating Agreement on Reflex Alerting
Procedures, " 26 June 1958 (SEERETY, see Exhibit 46, ,

11 TFor B-52 end.B=36: first aircralt to be sirboerne within 30
minutes after receipt of exscution message, with subsequent
aircraft st two-minute intervels, (CRERREI-
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Ain additional exercise was devised by the Sixteenth's control
conter when a requirement was levied thet the normal alerting systems
at the baze not be ubtilized, i.e., the klaxon horns or telephones,
Thug, the alert personne':l had te be notified by methods thet would be
required dwring a commwmications feilure., This normelly called for
comend post persounel going by jeop bo the ares where the crews were
leegted, A test of this method, on 9 December, increased the resfi-
nesg time on e la_z_'ﬁ_vg glert at 8idi Slimeme by only two minubes ~ from
'6' minutes shown on 4 December to 8 minutes on 9 December. At Nouas-
sewr, the ineree.és.e wes from 12 to 31 minutes, et Ben Guerir from 8 o
19 minutes. The following table contains the comparative dete for all
phases of the aler'b.lf (U\\

()

COMPARISON OF BRAVG ALERTS, I\DROCOAI\T AIR BASES
4 and 9 December 1958

Relay Ready Ready
Time Ta Stert To Taxi

Ben Guerir Air Base

4 December, Normsl Bravo Alert 2 8 8
9 Degember, Logt Commmications 10 14 19

Nousgseuwr Air Base

4 December, Normal Brevo Alert 1 8 1%
9 December, Lost Communications 7 27 31
8idi Slimsne Air Base

4 December, Wormsl Breve Alert 1 2 6
9 Decenber, Lost Commmigabions 5 6 8

Source: Sixteenth Air TForcs, Opersatious




Sixteenth's Guidance for Reflex

To further delineate the responsibilities of each pertion of the

alert force, the Sixbteenth Air Force published sn Alert Procedures

Manusl in September 1968, In general it covered such items as ihtelli-

' 17
genoe procsdures, billeting, maintenance, and munitions. Also cublined
were the commend end reflex action orgenization structures to be utillzed

within the sree. These sre shown in two charts on the following pagee (UQ
Alert Reliebillty

Upon arrivel of the siroraft scheduled for alert duty, and fol-
lowing perking in the designated areas, crew baggege, baggage racks,
end eircraft equipment not required for alert mction were removed from
the aircraf.‘b. This was followed by the efter-flight (extorior walk
around) inspection, and removal of the camers magazines, with their
replacement by loaded magagines. In addition, the chaff dispemser
side penels and emmunition cens wers removed. (UNCLASSIFIED)

Subsequent operations to enable placi‘ng the e ireraft on the alert

TR Enuel 21, T (U) Plenning Fectors Nenual on Alert, ' August
1958 €SECRETYs on.file, Historicsl Division, 16AF. .

13 The times given here were to apply from 1 July 1958 through 30 June

- 1960 {EHGREE-

14 Data prior to September incomplete.

15 Excludes Zaragoza, no eooe. slerts due to mmwey stebilization
projecte

16 Report on Alert Exercises, Six Bases of Sixteenth Air Force,
for the period of July-Deceuber 1958 (COHFIBENEHEY, see Exhibit
47 -

17  Doce, 16AFM 55-12, Vol. I (UNCLASSIFIED), and Vol. II {SESREE)

"5 ert Procedures Manuel, " Sept. 1959, see Exhibit 48,
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1ine were outlined in the Alert Procadures Menvel cited sbove. The

optimum time required to completely service and arm the plane had been
esteblished by SAC at nine hours, snd efforts were made within the
Sizbeenth's srea to conform to this criterie. (UNCTASSIFIED)

The first step was to ascertain the status of the aircraft fuvel
system booster pumps from the incoming aircrews, and to visvally
jinspect for fuel leskege. The Tield Maintensnce persomnel then in-
gtplled the ATQ racks, aend checked out the airoraft circuitrye.
Personne) of the Flipght Line Maintenance Section then took over to
perform the following functions: (UNCLASSIFIED)

. Service aircreft with water aleohol mix, and perform

specific gravity testss (U)

Service with JP=4 fuel; (U)

Submit known parts requirement to Base Supply vie
their vehicle radio facilities; (U)

Accomplish unscheduled maintenence preparatory to
loeding; (U)

Service oxygen system; (U)

Instell drag and approach chutes. (o)

Following completion of theser activities, the Aviation Depot
Squadron personnel took over to install ATO bottles, load weapons,
install smmunition cans, and put chaff tapes in strippers. The final
action, prior to placing the gireraft in o cocked status, was the
preflighting of the aircraft by the assigned flight crews. (UNCLASSI-

FIED)
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While, as stabed above, the desired preparation time hed been
esbeblished et nine hours, the Sixteenth's average for the last six
months of 19568 was 10,9 hours. This figure was based on dats telew
phoned by each base upon completion of cocking of each aircraft.ls
Thus, while the times were lmown, the reasons for devisbtions were not
elways avellable., To permit additional enelysis of deleys, the
Directorate of Maintensnce had established & more complete reporting
gystem that went into effsct in Jenuary 1989, and this would then
permit more accurate dats to be compiled. For the lasgb half of 1958

. 19
the following teble shows the average cocking times per month. (\A\

(w)

COCKING TIMES FOR ALERT AIRCRAFT, 16AF
JULY = DECEMBER 1958

Base Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Deo Averepge

16AT Aversge . 105 11,1 1Ie6 1le4 1044 108 10,9

Spenish Bases

Moron 12:4 13,5 10,9 108 13.2 1l.8 12,1
Torrejon 8.8 9.2 1le4 10,7 12,1 13,4 10.9
Zaragoze 8.l 8.3 Tel 746 7.5 9.2 79

Moroccan Bases

Ben Cuerir 12.8 13.4 1l2.5 20.5 8.0 10.8 13.1
Nouassewr 10.5 11,6 18.0 97 7.0 10.3 1l.1
Sidi Slimane 8.2 11.4 9.8 910 13.5 10.7 10.4 }

i' ]

18 Source, Ltr, 16AF, DWW, "Alert Force Malintonance StatisbticB,n
undated, w/Incl., "Alert Force Meintenance Statistics, dtd. 19
Jan, 1959 (SWERETM




By November concern was felt over the maintenance discrepancies
being found on the eircraft deploysd to Morocco and Spain. An anely=-
sis over a sixty day period found 280 discrepancies on 190 aircraft
that became evident during the deployment, alert and redeployment
phases, This number represented only those discrepencies which pre-
vénﬁed aircraft from either being placed, or being retained, in a
cocked configuretion, and did not include numerous discrepesncises of
o minor nebure thet were corrected dwring the uncocked psriod.lchr
this reason, special efforts were being mede at the end of the year
to isolete the verious cauvses and to pinpeint, if poss@ble, responsli-
bility so as to permit lesg down time for Reflex aircréft¢ (IA\

The alert reliability, l.e., the mobual number of hours that
aleirt aircraft were available for exsrcise gs compared to the number
of hours on the glert line, was effected by dowm~time resulting from
malfunctions.zoDuring the lest six months of 1958 the six beses re-
ported a total down-time of 6,023 hours, resulting from 726 malfunc~
tions. Of these reportsd problems, the fuel systems presented the
wrincipal source of difficulty with a totel of 1984.2 hourss In
addition, 1462.? hours were reported as downtime resulting from fuel
systems 1eaks.2(1x)

Survey of these vroblems, month by month, showed a sharp reduc=-

tion from.a high of 24 reported in Auvgust to a low of 12 in December.

77

19 Msg, 1GAT Go 2AF, Di-3380, '(U) Condition of Alert Foree Airw
craft," 3 Nov. 1958 ¢E8SREEYs see Exhibit 49,

20 Alert reliability was bated on total smount of time down as out~
lined in 2 SAC~V1 report, compared to hours reguired for 6 air-
craft at emch base to be on alert for 24<hours.

21 Ref. Note 18, above. DIxbract, Alert Phase, Cockhours and Mal-

function - Commend, Jen-Dec 1958 {SBERBP)s see Exhibit 50.

[ 4




22
Surmerized by base and by month, malfunctions were ag follows: (U\)

()

ALERT PHASE, TOTAL MALFUNCTIONS, 1l6TH AIR FORCE
July = December 12BR

Bage Jul  Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Average

16th AF Average 22 24 20 20 20 12 20

Spenish Bases

Moron Air Base ] 13 g 17 17T 19 13
Torrejon Alr Base 7 25 7T 2¢ 22 24 18
Zeragoze Air Base 10 9 10 2 8 2 7
Moroccan Beses i
Ben Guerir Air Base 58 6L 40 21 6 11 35
Nouasseur Air Base 35 24 31 5L 38 7 31
Sidi Slimene Air Base 19 11 23 6 28 10 16

Here again complete details of all pyases of these problems was
not aveilable for the entire six months, bub procedures had been
established for obtaining additiocnal informetion. It was possible
That high isemperafcurgs encounbered at some of the bases was a contri-
buting fector, as well as such ?ther moagurable :t.tems as: number of
meintensnce personnel available, training levels, availability of
parts, and the recorded maintenance higtory of the sireraft conscerned.
Non-measgurseble items con‘bribyting to aircraft capability then could
inslude interest in the wofk. morale, and reletionship between the
Reflex forces and the base versomnel. (UNCLASSIFIED)

From the aveilable date the alert reliability a veraged, for the

six monbhs perilsd, 97.4 per cent, with the lowest average at Ben Cuerir
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in September -~ 92,3 per cent, and the highest at Zaragoze in October
’ ’ v " ’ 23
89,9 per cent. Summerized by months, relisbility was as follows: (IA\

(W)

ALERT RELIABILITY, 16TH AIR FORCE
July = December 1958

Por Cent Time Aveileble
Bage Jul Aug BSep Oct Nov Dec Average

16th Air Force Average 98.0 96.3 97.4 97.7 97.0 98.56 97.4

Spanish Bases

Moron Air Base 99,8 96,9 99,5 97.7 96,9 97,2 98,0

Torrejon Air Base 98,5 94,8 98,0 95,8 96,5 97.7 96.8
Zeragoze Air Base 98,9 99.5 99,2 99,9 96,9 99,8 98,0

Moroccan Air Bases

Ben Guerir Air Base 96,2 93,1 92.3 97.6 99.3 98.5 96,1
Yougsseur Air Base 98.2 051 96.9 9B.4 97,1 99.0 56,9
S§1d1 Slimane Air Base 96.2 98,5 88,7 99.8 95.3 99,0 97.9

Support Facilities

’

The support requirements for Reflex forces were outlined in

detail by SAC in their Menual 27-1, Plamning Factors Menuel on Alert,

in Auguet 1958, which formalized the oriterie that had been published
' ‘24

in verious messages from July 1957 to mid-1658, Complience at basse

level has been stressed by the appointing of o special assistance

team fram.the Sixteenth's steff to inspect sach base to determine

22 Ref. Noté 18, above.
23 Ibid, Y :
24  SACH 2741, Planning Factors Manual on Alert, Aug. 1958 {SBEREZ,

on file, Historical Division, 164F.
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what additionel support each site needed to fulfill requirements,

In general, full cooperation was given throughout the commend and
1
emphesis was mede on following directives. (u)
A meebing of this teosm, known as the "Reflex Action Facilities

Review Panel," was held on 30 July, to discuss the action necessery

to improve a.lért focilities, services and equipment. From this came
s prograwming plan outlining the responsibilitiss for eaoh portion of

the staff, A few of the items considered as important at this first

26 .
meeting were: (UNCLASSIFIED)

A11 possible effort will be made to provide reflex
alert persommel with air conditioned facilities. (U)

Scheduled trensportebion will be provided to and from
rail stebions, towns and other designated points in accord-
snce with provisiont of Joint Travel Regulabions. Govern=-
ment transgportation, although available to individuels end
groups, cennot be assigned to an individual or group as
personal transportation during off duty perieds. In inselated
areas airoraft may be utiliged to btransport reflex crews to
cities where recrestionel facilities are available, (U)

Alert quarters will be furnished comforbebly. Recree~
tion rooms, day rooms, etc., will be adequately furnished to

provide for relaxation, games, radics, and letter writing
facilities. (U)

Weshers snd dryers will be provided. (U)

Maid and jenitorial service will be provided for all
reflex quarters. (U)

To support this progrem, i.e., %o provide for sir conditioning

quarters, provide recreational facilities, end meke the necessary

26  Msg, 16AF to SAC, Personal Gen. Powers from Maj. Gen. Mooney,
’ ¢-1895, *(U) Alert Crew Facilities," 20 June 1958
see Exhibit 51,

80
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v

building modifications, s tobal of $468,673 wes requested from SAC.
This represented 14 direct and 8 indirect suppert projectss 0Of these,
73 per cent involved air conditioning of the querters and of support
faoilitiesezv(UNCIASSIFIED

Following aggressive action by the various base commenders, it
was possible to considerably improve base facilities and living condi=-
tions for these persomnel by the end of the year. At Meron, fér 8X=

28 29
ample, quarters were being improved; at Torrsjon they were consiw

dered as excellent; and at Nouasseurzgwo house trailers were being
made réady for occupancy by the crews at the flight line., A compre-
hensive personnel service program was started at each base, and
orders for the necessary furniture and recreation type items had been
ineluded in the second revision to the FY=55 Finencisal PlancslMessing
facilities for crews were considered es good at all sites, and at
most bases speclal msnus were available. (M\

The primery difficulty in the support field wes in providing

52
adeguete trensgportetion on base. The orews on alert et Sidi Slimens,

26 16AF Progremming Plen 12"“"""“‘-58, Reflex racilities, Services &na
Equipment," 5 Aug. 1958 (UNCLASSIFIED-!&G—P@-RE{-G@H, on file,
Historical Division, 16AF. ’

27  16AF Wonthly Anelysis, Aug., 1958, pge 3 €SEOREE)N on file, 164F,
Historical Division., -

28  Msg, Reflex Debt. Comdr, Moren to 2AF, Zippo 01—271, "B-37 Report
Period " 5 Oct 58 to 51 Jen 59, " 231 Jen. 1959 éﬁE@-&E@wsee
Exhibit 52, '

29 Msg, Reflex Commander, Torre;on, Zippo 02-271, "M=-27 16AF Opord
1959 {SECRER>, see Exhibit 53, °

30 Msg, Comdr RTF Nouasseur to SAC, ZIPPO Ol-243, "M-27/8AF/96-58,"
30 Jan, 1959 (SESREP:, see Exhibit 54.

31 D/Comp‘broller Progress Evaluation Report (Programming Plan 12-
58), Nov. 1958, 16AF (Ff—FORBI&HF, see Exhibit 55,

BOITIER
SSIFED )




33 34
Ben Guerir, asnd Zarsgoza all reported that availsblée vehicles were hard

to start, and did not providé sufficient protection during inclement
weethere This problem asrea could only be solved upon receipt of eddi-

35
tional vehicles which were not expected until the spring of 1959, (U\B

The limited number of sircraft avallible within the Sixteenth
tended, at times, to be inadequate for the desired rest and recreation
flights for alert personnel, The Opsrations Directorater of the Six~
teenth stebted, in = messege to SAC early in 1959, that the sssignment
of additional transport aireraft would permit en increase in sush
fligh’bs.ss(uo

Whenever possible, problems that arose within the Sixbeenth's
area, when reported by the verious Task Force Commanders, were

37
solved as repidly as possible.. (UNCLASSIFIED)

Be  Weg, Rellex Aotion, Sidl Siimane 0 SAC, ZU00L=Oiwd90, "W~27 Re=
port, " 31 Jen. 1959 {SECREEY, see Exhibit 56,

83 Msg, Comdr, RTF, Ben Guerir, to SAC, ZIPP0-01-235, "M=27 30 Jan.
1959 {SECREE); Meg, RTF Ben Guerir to 18AF, ZIPPO-0Ll-236, "Finel
Missién Report (Me=27) for 3926th Air Base Group, 16AF Opord
96=58, 30 Jen. 1959 £SECREEY; &es Exhibit 57

34 Msg, 39T4ABG, Zaragosa, to 8AF, ZIPPO 0I-260, "M-27 Report, Re-
flex Det. Zarzgoza AB Spain, for period 5 October 1958 through
31 Jemuery 1959,% 31 Jan. 1959 {SECREF}, see Exhibit 58,

B35  SAC letter, 27 Jan. 1959, indicated that ISAF would receive 530
new vehicles; estimated arrivel was April-May 1859,

36 Msg, 16AF to SAC, DOM=1328, "Survey of Transport Type Airoraft,"
18 Nov, 1958, on file, D/Operations, 16AF,"

37 Msg, 16AF to SAC, DO-322, "(U) Reflex Action M-28 Report (1 July
through 2 August 1958)," 19 Aug, 1958 (SECRER), see Exhibit 59,
Msg, 1B6AF to SAC, DO=3099, "(U) Reflex Lction M-28 Report, 4 Auge
through 4 O¢t., 1958), " 12 Oct, 1058 (SESREDY, see Exhibit 60,
Msg, 16AF to SAC, D0-1352, "(U) Reflex Action ¥-28 Report {1 Oct.
through 31 Jan. 1959)," 6 Feb, 1959 (SECRE®Y, see Exhibit 61,

$ .J :v
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Refueling Support

K0=97 rotations. from the ZI to the European end North Africen
threatre were planned to provide refueling support from Lejes in the
Azores, as well as strip alert cepebility in Morocco, Spain, and the
United Kingdom. The first of the two operatioens occurring during the
lest half o? 195§ we.s 0peration,§yﬁﬂggygg? with an effective date of
1 July 1958, This involved the redeployment of the 308th Air Refusling
Sguadron (B08AREFS) from Lajes to Hunber AFB, end deploymant‘of the
19th Air Refueling Squadron (19AREFS)e. In early October, the 19AREFS
redeployed on Operation §gggﬁfgg§£, and was repleced by the 70th Kir
Refueling Squadron (VOABEFS). This latter squadron remained in place
until early Janvery 1959 when it,.in turn, rgdeployed, following move=-
ment of the 340th Air Refueling Squedron (340AREFS) to Lajes on Operea-

tion Shedy Lane.( Lé)

Basically, the'various operations were very similer. The parent
wnit prepared the orders that called for movement of these wnits.
However, upon srrival at the overseas sites the aircraft came under
operational conbrol of the Sixbeenth, with t@e excepbion of the two
alert aircraft on duty in the United Kingdom, which were under control

of the Seventh Air Division. (w)

Operation Black Duck

With en X-Day of 1 July 1958, the 30BAREFS and the 19AREFS were

allotted the task of meintaining e strip alert conbinuity during
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Operation Black Duck, with the 1GAREFS deploying 17 aircraft to Lajes
and two sach to Torrejon (Spein), Sidi Slimeme (Morocco), end Brize-
Norton (United Kingdom)esaPersonneI 1imit was placed at 514 to Lajes,
end 30 to each of the other si'besssgcargo requirements were placed et
115.0 tong to be eirlifted by the refueling sguedron's atircraft, as
woll as 35.1 tons to Be lifted by MATSQ%(Data on the actusl execution
of this mission was not available in Directorate of Operations files

to permit inclusion of descriptive information for this report.) (U)

Operation Sendpaper

The return of the 19AREFS to its ZI base, fcllowing.the arrival

of the replacement, the TOAREFS, wes provided for in Operation Sand=

_}j_:_g_ggr'. Sever_xteez_z K0-97's were scheduled in at Lajes from Little Rock
LFB on 1 October, with the siroraft of the 19AREFS departing the fol=
lowing day. The plenes for the other three bases were scheduled to
arrive on 1 October, with the 19AREFS departing on 3 Oc’co‘oema (U)
Following the schedule, the six alert aireraft for the two bases
of the Sixteenth end for Brize-Norton left Little Rock AFB on 30
September. They were followed on 1 Ocbober by the 17 for Lajese
Sugmenting this force were two KC-97%s from the 308AREFS at Hunter,
Personnel deployed totaled 548, of whicl 115 were officers and 431

were airmen, Yo provision was mede for the deployment of additional

i mbenance persomnel for the two sircraft to the 308AREFS. (W)

%G LOAF Uperations Order 557=58, \U) Black Duck, ~ to support SAC/ZAF
Operations Directive 16-1-58 %o SAC/2AF Operation Plan 16-858, 6
June 1058 (CONFIPHEIiE= sce Bxhibit 62.




While the squedron successfully participated in all missions.re-
quired to support Reflex operations, probiems were encountered when
1ast minute changes were mede in refueling arees, particulerly at
Lejes. Santa Maria Air Traffic Control Center required a 48-hour
sdvence notice, bubt would grant changes, when necessary, to 24=-
hours prior to utilizetion of the areas. One example of such a
change occurred when scheduled B=47 deployments plemmed for 10=12
December were progressively delayed. From the normel 36«3 aircraft
on Wednesdsy; ?hursday snd Friday, the flights were changed to 0-5-3,
then o 0-0=11, and finally all slipped to Saturday. Each change
necessitated negétiations with the Sanbta Maria center to permit re-
fueling. During December alone there were 69 deviatlions in scheduling,
with o combribubing factor being high surface winds at Lajes, and
high -enroute winds for receiver aircraft over a 12-dny psrindoéalky

During this towr at Lajes, the KC-37's took part in 434 sorties,
totaling 3199 hours. Deplbyment of this orgenization was accomplished

on 11 and 12 Janvary 1959, fellowing a 24-hour delay due to high

WindSn(LA\
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T The SUSARETS was L0 redeploy 600 persomnel, {CONTIDBNLIADT

40 Cargo redeployment was placed at 112.l tons by the returning
308AREFS, plus 49.4 tons by MATS.

41 Msg, SAC, DOOPO-3143, " (U) Tenker Robation," 13 March 1958 <&
Operation Order 16~58, 70th Strategic Reconneissance Wing, 19th
Bomb Wing, Operations Directive 2 to 2AF Opergtion Order 16-58,
2AF DODT=11298, Operation Sandpaper (SECREF), on file, 16AF.

42  1ur, 825 ADiv, 7OARS;, "Letter of Tremsmittal (1-27 Report on
Operation Sendpeper), 28 Jan. 1959; see Exhibit 63.
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Alert Operation

During August the Facilities Review Panel conducted a survey of
Lejos Field to determine the feasibility of operating a Reflex type
alert with KO=97 tankers. It was found that the Lajes force was
operationally prepared to implement a four crew/hircraft alert sched-
ule on 1 September, and that time/%tudy tests had established a capa=-
bility for a 20 minute leunch time. The only deterrant wasz e short
delay for installation of the Elaxon horn alerting system., The first
of the tankers on slert was accomplished @ January 1959. (w)

Support facilities to permit compliance with the 20-minute alert
schedule were considered as insdequate as billeting facilities were
not aveileble adjacent to the flight line. However, itrallers were
plenned for the runwey area for maintensnce persommel, but in the
mean‘bime 'bnemporary quarters would be used in the SAC henger. At this
time, icee., the end of August, a permsnent squadron operstions bullding
was being consbructed, and with minor modificetions would be suitable
for alert orew :E‘a@fi.lities.:ﬂ?J (\0

By the end of the year the TOAREFS reported, with reference 4o

44
billeting, the followings ((J

Officers quarters (Building T-163) were considered to
be inedequate, The non-commissioned officers quarters
(Building 420) were adequate, but the building was in a bad
state of repair. However, funds have been requested from
16tk AF to rchebilitate this building. The airmen and Staff
Sergeants. quarters (Quonset Huts in the 500 area)

I5Wsg, LGAF G0 GAC, D0-2609, "(U) Alert Requirements for Lajes
Robabional Tenker Sguadron,” 28 Auge 1258 CERERESY, ses Exhibit
84

44 Ref. Note 42, above.
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" were definitely not adequete. .The building leeked, drink-

ing waber was nob availeble in the buildinge, lartines were

too emall and gelvanized tin fixbturss could not be kept

free from rust and the stoves were to small and old to pro-

vide gufficient heating. These inadequecies were written

up sach month during the Base Medical Ingpection. MATS has

let a conbract to rehsbilitate this area, snd the estimebed

completion date is 30 May 1959, (U)

In addition to the steps teken by MATS to improve living condi-
tions, the Sixteenth ordered the required furniture snd accessories
to permit comforteble living for the elert crews. This included such

itoms as beds, desks, tables, and some :ecreati—ona.l ibemss These hed
been delivered by the end of the year.qu.(UQ

The TOAREFS found that personnel giving support from both maeinte-
nance end supply cooperated to the fullest extent. However, supply
time between Nouasseur to Lajes wes found %o be lengbhy, wikh AOCF
(aireraft out of commission for parts) and ANFE (aircraft not fully
equipped) perts being delivered in aboub ten days. Vehicles from the
Seadweed stocks were coﬁsidered as submstandard, and seven men from
‘the TOAREFS were assigned-to repeir them. The base motor maintenance
supervipgors were very cooperative, but the parts necessary to repair

4R
the machines were not available. (\)\\

Operation Alarm Bell

Wor planning called for the staging of B-52 aircraft at two

Moroccan bases: Ben Guerir end Nouasseur, and at Moron, in Spain.

45  Msg, 16AY to SAC, DM-0820, “Aler?ﬁcility Furnishings,” 81 DeCe
1958 {CONFERRENFIAEY; see Bxhibit 65
48 refy Fobte 42, above,




For this reason, SAC directed thet B-52 aircraft be robated through
thess bases to femilierize persommel with the Maintenance and Munitions
Loading of the plane. Such rotation also would permit crews scheduled
for post-sirike or recavery in these areas o become femiliar with avail-
able facilities. Each B-52 was to remain for a 72-hour period (ex~
cluding Sundeys), once each month. In November the Fifteenth Air lf‘orce
was to provide one B-52 ths second week of emch month to Nouasseur,
with the Eighth Alr Force sending one to Ben Guerir the fourth week
of the monthe The Second Air Force wa.s scheduled to send one to
Moron the third week in January 19589, (LA\

In gddition to the regular air crew, the sending organization
was to supply a crew chief and a fully qualified meintenance officer
or a senior non~-commicsioned meintensnce officer Wwith the aircrafto48
The base was then to select key supsrvisors snd other responsible
mainbensnce persounel to receive the treining. Eash base preparesd
o reception amd working plan to permig full utilization of the hours
that the eircraft was on the gromd.4-(U3

Reported training data from the Ben Gfueiiso and Nouagseur sz‘ne.in’cen
nance persomnel varied widely so that comparison of ;Eraining hours
was not possible. For exsmple, Ben Guerir reported that weapons
loading teams received 1080 hours training in the November exercise,
while Wouasseur reported 9 hours in their December exercise. With

such date is was not possible to determine the areas of training that

47 Msg; 16AF to L1BAP, DOOT-4205, '“fExercise of Moroccan and opan-
igh Bases by B=52 Aircraft, 25 Oct. 1958 fSE&RET+, see Exhibit
66,

48 Ibvid.

N
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/
needed further emphasis. The 28th Bombardment Wing (Heavy) personnel
3

exercised Nouasseur in December and repoerted thab: (1&3

While at Novesseur Air Base, the sircraft crew chief
condicted extenslve training for local support personnel,
i.es, refueling, inspeotions of siroraft systems and major
components., This training was very difficult for the follow-
ing reasons: (1) The one assigned crew chief was busy pre=
paring the mircraft for launch, thus couvld not devobe adequate
bime to local maintensnce personnel, end (2) no training aids
were available. (\A)

Sufficient numbers of maintenance persounsl are in
place at Nouwasssur to launch several elrcraft. These
people are anxious and willing to be of assistance in any
way possible; howsver, they are not qualified on B~B2
elroraft, LU\\

There are ne B=52 parts available at Nouwasseur Air
Bese. A B-52 tow bar. several eircerts, smd ID-3 power
wits were availeble.

Vo quelified ermament personnel were sveilable. (w)

Transportation, ba.sé installations, aircraft POL, and
base facilities are considered adequate for the recevery and
launch of a B=-b2 wing. (U\\

Due to the lack of sufficient training aids and equipment, it

was recommended that this material be made availsble to the base. In

addition, it was felt that an expanded B-52 flyaway kit meintained at

the site would be of assistance. (\X\

49

50

51

Weg, 10AF To 5022, 3926, 3973, ABG, DMWI-3557, "3 Exercise of
Moroccan and Spenish Bases by B-52 Airecraft," 4 Nov. 1958, ses
Exhibit 67.

Msg, 3926ABG to 16AF, CAMS 11-589, "Exercisg of Moroccen Bases -
by B52 Aircraft,” 25 Nov. 1958, (oReRBER Ysy, 3926ABG to 16AF,
CAMS 12-640, "Exercise of Moroccem Bases by B-52 Aircraft,” 22
Dec. 1958 SRERME); see Exhibit 68. ,

Msg, 3922ABG Yo 16AF, DD-16-12-U-315, "Project Alarm Bell,"

16 Dec. 1958 i gee Exhibit 69. '

Lir, Hdg, 28th Bombardment Wing, Heavy (SAC) o 1BAF, "Pinal
Mission Report (M-27)," 12 Jan, 1959 {SEERE®)N, on file, D/Materiel,
1BAF. )
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Deployment, Redeployment Roubtes

Tn mig-September the Sixteenth notified the Second Air Force that
complaints hed been received from both Prestwick and Gander control
centers regarding B-47's redeployment flights. It developed thet on
occesion only two B=47's utilized the block altitude regervations
originally requested for three aircraft. It was felt that such flights
violated Second's directives concerning the requiremsﬁt that groups
of three of more aircraft utilize block reservations, and thaet one or
two aircraft should file individusl flight plans. However, it wes
pointed out at that time that since en abort usvally occurred after
engine sterss, or after the airoralt were ecbually eirborne, it was
impractical to cancel the block reservation and then file individual
p1ans.55(UNOLASSIFIED)

QAG sdvised thet when sltitude reservation were approved by either
center for three or more sircraft, and then when only one or two ap-
peared, the reservetions were aubometically cancelled. Prestwlick
gtated that, in those cases, individual flight plans hed to be filed.
Feilure to sccomplish this would, im the future, result in violations
being filed on such aircrafto54(UNCLASSIFIED)

TUntil e firm plan could be worked out, SAC requested that action
be taken to assure that altitude reservations requests would not be
submitted for less than three aircraft. Additionally, when gsufficient

time (approximately three hours) existed prior to scheduled departyre -

53 Msp, 16AF to 2AF, DO0-1~1205, "Reflex Action Altitude Reserwvetions,
16 Sept. 1958 (UNCLASSIFIED); on file, Operstions, 16AF.

54 Msg, SAC to 1B6AF, DOOPF=23948, "Reflex Altitude Reservations," 17
Septe 1958 {UNCLASSIFIED); on file, Operations, 1B6AF.
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with a known schedule of less than three aircraft - the request would
be cancelled and individual f£light plens filed. Such plans were then
in accordance with ICAO (Internationel Civil Aviabion Orgenizetion)
procedures, (UNCLASSITIED)

On the seme day that SAC forwerded the above instructions, two
aircraflt departed Zaragoza, Spain, for MaoDill Air Force Base, Florida.
The Shennon-Prestwick center advised the 7370th Flight Service Squadron
thet no ICAO flight plan had been fileds As a result, Gander control
advised the refueling squadron that no B-47's were on their wey. This
error was laber corrected and refueiing for the aireraft was accoms
plished.ss(UNCLASSIFIED)

£ woek later, on 24 Seopbember, SAC instructed thet flights of less
then three aircraft would cencel slbitude reservations when this cire
cumstence wgs known prior to receipt of reservetion information. Then,
individuvel flight plens could be filed. However, if the reservation
had already been receivéd, the aircraft would depart and all required
ICAO position reports would be mendatorye. The route, call sipgn, and
timing were to temain'as filed in the original‘requests.56(UN&LASSIFIED)

Additional instructions cems s few days later. The above outlined
plens were expanded by stating that if the two aireraft did not wish
to maintain formation, the additional flight levels oould be requested

enroute, Presbwick center had recommended a similar procedure, but also

55 15t Ind., Dete 1, 7870th Flight Service Sqe, GO LOAF, "incident
Report,™ 26 Sept. 1958 (UNCLASSIFIED); on file, Operations, 16AF.
56 Msg, SAC to 16AF, DOOPF-24986, "Reflex Altitude Reservations,
24 Sept. 1958 (UNCLASSIFIED); on file, Operations, 18AF.
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indiceted thet altitude reservations must be cancelled if it became
o pricr re, . ' 57

Inown, ‘prior to departure, thet less than three aircraft could operste.
(UNCLASSIFIED)

On 9 Qotober two east-bound and two wesbt-bound B-47's were ré=
ported by the Flight Service Squadron for alleged violetions within
the Shannon-Prestwick aree on 24-25 September. On east-boumd flight
was enroute from Loring to Torrejon and fail?d to report as required
at 30° woste Sinoe it was due there at 0819, and alert was declared
at 0920, It was not until 1012 that the alert was secured following
notification from Ocean Station that word had been received from the
aircraft end that it wae safes It had reported‘on UVHF reter then
’59 Hermen involved flight plar'm received by phone from the USAF center
et Uxbidge, Engleand. However, the cen?er hed not received a request
for a formation flight of two airoraft, or for a block configuration.
Then,-negrly‘ﬁwo hop{gdafter ?eparting'Spain they reported gs flying
at 45° North, 10° West, at 28,500 feet, They were then olesred as &
formation flight at thgtylgvelo_‘About an hour later, when they had
reached 20° West they reported to the center that they were olimbing
ﬁq_$0,000 feetb. This was done, however, withoub c}earance, and was
into a level not authorized for west—bound.flighté.SST@e third inci=
dent invelved a Loring-Brize Norton flight, sast~bound, with the

pilot failing to contact, on ur, the'Shannon-Presﬁwick control centber,

of Msg, SAC bo 16AF, DOOPR-27679, "Reflex Altitude Réservebionsg'
29 Sept. 1958 (UNCLASSIFIED); on file, Operations; 16ATF,
58 Ltr, Deb. 1, 7370th Flight Service Squadron tc (0, MaoDill AFE,

"Incéident Report,™ 9 Oct. 1958 (CONFEBENEIAI}: on file, Opera=
tions, 16AF,
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with the result that a vidlation report was filed by the Scottish Air
59
Traffic Control Center. (LXB

Subsequent directives from SAC stressed that flight reservation
altitudes must be maintained unless approval of ICAO control agencies
was received. In the event of communication failures, the minimum
quadrantal heading for the direction of flight for each leg of the
approved altitude reservation was o be adhered to. If, for safety
of flight reasons, and during communications outage, it was necegsary
to change altitudes, the pilot was required to report this as soon as
possible.6o(UNCLASSIFIED)

In mid-October US Navy operations personnel became concerned with
uncorrelsted radar returns in refueling areas. It was recommended by
the Chief, Liaison Team, Lajes Air Base, that redeploying B-47's
include name and estimated time they expected to be. in the refueling
aress in their position repcrts.slAt the seme time the Smante Meria
(Azores) Oceanic Control Center stated that B-47's were not reporting
on HF radio, and were not securing permission to descend to refueling
altitudes,62it was pointed out in both cases that in event of failure
of HF communications facilities in the bombers, other frequencies
were available to permit relaying to the Center the necessary informae-

tion through either picket ships or through the airborne tankers. (\X\

[T
i
¢ -

Loy -

59  Ltr, Det. 1, 7370th Flight Service Squadron, to Co, Hunter AFB,
"Incident Report,* 9 Oct. 1958 6&6ﬁ?§ﬂﬁﬁ?ﬁﬁ£); on file,Operations,
16AF,

60 Msg, SAC to 16AF, DOOPF-31319, "Reflex Altitude Reservations,"

10 Octe 1958 (UNCLASSIFIED); on file, Operations, 16AF.
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A% this time a meeting was held at SAC o discuss fthe problems
ariging in crossing the Atlantic in the ICAQ aress. One of the recom-
mendations included a change to SACHM 55-12, Air Operations « Peacetime,
to require HF position reporting for all Reflex flights., This action
was carried out by message on 7 November and regquired all flights to
report, regardless of whether or not they were on block altitude
clearance or on individusl ICAQ flight plans.63Additiona11y, such
aircraft were to preflight and have an opersting HPF radio prior to
departure. 4(UNCLASSIFIED)

By the end of the year the problems of altitude reservations and
of conformance to flight plans had been alleviated. Such action was
necessary in view of the increasing number of civilian Jet aircraft
operating in the areas formerly utilized solely by military planes,
and compliance with east-and west-bound altitude levels of flight
raquired by ICAO served as a measure of protection for both types of
flight. Adé&itionally, regular reporting would obviate the requiremen%
for needlessly alerting of air rescue service, conserving utilization

of this protective facilities for emergency only. (UNCLASSIFIED)

61 Mgg, Chief, SAC Liaison Team, Lajes to 16AF, SILT=10-045, "Conyer-
sation with Commander, Barrier Atlantic," 15 Oct. 1958
on file, Operations, 1lG6AF,

62 Msg, Chief, SAC Lisison Team, Lz2jes to 164F, SILT=10-09, "Reflex
Altitude Reservations, " 15 Oct. 1958 (UNCLASSIFIED):; on file,
Operations, 16AF.

63 lMsg, SAC to 16AF, D0-40895, "HF Position Reporting on Reflex
Action Missions," 7 Nov. 1958 (UNCLASSIFIED s on file, Opera-
tions, 16AF,

64 Msg, SAC to 16AF, DOC1B-093%8, "HF Reporting on Reflex Action,®
18 Nov. 1958 (UNCLASSIFIED); on file, Operations, 16AF.
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Local Reactions to July Alert

Spanish

Madrid's reaction to the American landings was that of general

approval, although some concern was evidenced as to the delay in

accomplishing what was generally considered as necessary.

The mili-

tary attaches of Turkey =amd Italy expressed satisfaction with the

move, and other diplomats seemed to follow along.

However, comments

at times appeared to be somewhat guarded. ( )

Further approval came when the Spanish Foreign Minister, Sr.

Castiella, had the approval of Generalissimo Franco to state that

Spain approved the use of American bases within the country for sup-

port of the troops in Lebanon.

The Spanish Nevy furnished 200 Marines

for guard duty after operations at the American Naval installatlon at

Rota were incressed, based on a request from the American Forces. ( )

Spanish press as to why the US had not wielded a heavier hand. .

As time went on some impatience was voiced in the controlled

One

paper called our actions as "appeasement," while another stated that

the middle east nations found it more dangerous to lean to the West

67
than to the Easte (u\

65

66

67

Msg, 16AF %o SAC, DIC-2209, "16AF Weekly Military/Political/
Economic Report," 23 July 1958 + on file, D/Intellia
gence, 16AF,

Msg, 16AF to SAC, DIC=-2248, "Spanish Relation to Utilization of

US Bases in oupport of Lebanon Operstions," 25 July 1958, -LeoiiT.-
DENEEAL)s on file, D/Intelligence, 16AF.

Msg, 16AF to SAC, DIC-2450, "L6AF Weekly Mllltary/Polltlcal?
Beonomic Report, i 17 August 1958 ° R,

on file, D/Inte llgeuce, 16AF. ' g
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Spanish solidarity with the US was further evidenced by Foreign
Minister Castiella's statement to US Ambassador Lodge in late August.
He said that Spain would support US proposals as outlined by Presi-
dent Eisenhower in his address hefore the United Nations. He also
volunteered the information that the Egyptian Ambassador had called
on him and asked if it was known that the Americans were using Span-
igh bases to support the Lebanon landings. The Minister informed him
that this was known, and that it was considered as an appropriate use

8
of the Spanish sites. (li\

Moroocean

Intelligence sources indicated that most Moroccans viewed the
coup in Irag with approval and regerded it "as a logical step towards
freedom of the Middle Bast from cologialist domination and consolida=
tion with the United Arab Republic." 211 levels of the Moroccan pub-
lic appeared to be hostile to American and British iqterventions, and
considered that such action underlined the United States' dedication
to colonial policies . However, no anti-American incldents were re-
ported within a week after the crisis occurred. (lA\

An official Moroccan statement was presented at a press conference

on 20 July, with the stand that it was considered that the Lebanon

gituation was an internal matter. Thus, it was deemed as "hostile”

68 Msg, 16AF to SAC, DIC-2487, "16AF Weekly Military/Political /
Economic Report, f 26 Aug. 1958 (CONPERENEIAF—=—NO—FORMEENTF, on
file, D/Intelllgence, 16AF,

69 Moroccans appeared to regard the mid-sast events as further proof
of Nasser's power, and of the Arab's determination to unite.
Background information on Morocco has been published in eariier
histories of the 5th Air Division and the 16th Air Force,
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?o:”ﬁ?reégg"igtervgntion_ho"ocqu;f I% wae also reported by Mr. Bou-
pettg, Mbyocco's Uhdgrseqretgry for Poreign Affairs, to Us Embassy
persommel, that the use of Moroocan bases for staging troops was
political dynemite gnq requested that no publicity be given if such
activity took place. C\X\

o n_On_zl ngy both Frggq?.éqd_Mbrogcap_pgpers reprinted an exclusive
interview grented to a Tunisien correspondent by Prime Minisber Ahmed
Balafrej. He reiterated Moroscan oppositiop to foreign intervention
in the mid-east and stated that the West wes wrong to extend the zone
of conflict. Ab the seme time he brought out that the Americen bases
had been established in Morocoo without the permission of the Moroe-
cand. He also stated that Americen pergonnel were enjoying status and
priveleges considered to be exhorbitent, and added that "t is practi=

cally an extra-territorial regime which we will not permit much longer."(}k)

o The next day brought another a?t emphasizing the anti-interven=
tion sbagd_of the Moroocsns. A ship, under the Dutch flag, the
Linjbean, arrived et the port of Safi to unlead a cargo of bombs
destined for the Americen bases. Since no prior arrangements had been
made to meet it at the dock, US Army persomnel of the Transportabion

Detachment were not present., The Army's Casabanca office issued

70 Wsg, 16AF to SAC, DiC-2150, "Intelligence information Situabion
Reéport on Mofocco,™ 17 July 1958 (GEHFIDENERAT); on file, D/
Intélligence, 16AF, ‘ -

Ti Msg, 16AF to SAC, DIC-2180, "Transmittal of Intelligence Informe=
tion from OSI Disb,6 " 21 July 1958 {GONERRENSIALL. on file, D/
Intélligence, 16AF.
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instructions for this ship to drop auchor sutsidg the harbor to wait
entry authorizebion. Om 23 ?uly they returned to port only %o be met
by a crowd of local wnrkers,.armed with sticks, who refused to unload
emmunitions to be used against their "brethren in the Middle Bast."
This group was dispersed by some 50 soldiers of the Royel Moroccan
Army (RMA), but the vessel still was not permitted to wnload. It

73
wes insbtructed by MSTS to return to Leghorn, Italy, on 25 July. (lA‘)

The first few days in August found a complete 1uwll in the talk
against intervention activities. The significance of this silence
74
was unknown. However, on 11 August the US Flag commercial ship, the

Africen Patriot was not graunted diplomstic clearance to unload mumi-

tions and the Meroccan Gevernment requested diversion because of a
threatened strike. General carpgo shipments at Casablance, and the
off-loading of petroleum products ab Fedala were not affected, and
some other 23 US ships and ebout 60 foreign ships were in and out )
of Casgblance during July without experiencing difficultieso75(LA§
The ban on military shipments conbinued, even after the mid=east
gituation had settled down, and by the end of the year there was no

indication that the embargo would be lifted. (\ﬂ

Vi Msp, 16AF to SAC, DIC,=-2249, "inbtelligence lnformation from CSI
District 6, Rabat," 25 July 1958 OO PR PIA T O-FORBF R
see Exhibit 70, °

74~  Msg, 1BAF to SAC, DIC=2403, "Transmittal of Intelligence Infore
mation from OSI Sources," 7 August 1958 CONFEDRNETAL——NO—EOR=
%?Gﬁ-h on file, D/Intelligénce, 16AF.

75 Msg. 26AT to SAC, DIC-2435, "Diversion of SS African Patriot,”
12 Aug. 1958 {SECREE); on fils, D/Intelligence, 16AF.




Summary

The expansion of the Reflex alert force to six of the 16th Air
Force baseg in Spein and Morocco permitted a total of 36 B-47's to be
on 24-hour, 7-day a week alert. A gradual sebtling of both Reflex and
base personmnel into fairly routine operationsl msthods resulted in a
high slert relisbility factor being obtained during the last six
mogths of 19684 Ip addition, the placing of supporting tenker forces
on gn alert gtatug, similer to thet required for the bowber aircralt,
gave an added measure of protection for accomplishment of emergency
action. (LA)

Study of the cause of an alert reliability reduction through
mechanical malfunctions was gcqomplished, and was being given increasing
emphesis at the end of the yesr. Along with this went continued emphasis
on providing adequate facilities for aslert crews and maintenance person=
nel required for the full time ready status. (lﬁf)

The mid~east orisis had brought out the national resctions %o
police actions, at least insofar as any intervention in essentiaily
Hogslem regions of the world were concerned. The Spanish accepbed the
action as necessary, and condoned use of the threg sltes within their
borderss On the obther hend, te the Horoccens the‘Amerioan end British
lendings were an affront to their newly acquired independence, and
they considered them as indicabing approval of colonialism. Their
reasction placed in jeopardy the ocean supply lines for the Moroccan
sites, and at the seme time required that aerial supvort be kept toa

minimum lest it indicate ubilizabion of the bases to support troop

actions considered as ung glrabl /pyﬁthj%local Govermment., (l}?x b
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STAFF, HEADQUARTERS, SIXTEENTH AIR FCORCE, 30 June 1958
Commander: Major General H. K. Moonsey, USAF, 5894
Deputy Commender: Colonel Ernest C. Hardin Jr, USAF, 82114
Chief of Staff: Colonel Kemmeth E. Marts, USAF, 44164

Administrative Services: Lieutenant Colonel Edolyne J. Reynolds, USAF,
A01297429

Cheplain: Colonsl Alphonse B, Slivingki, USAF, 18756A
Comptroller: Colonel George T. Bland, USAF, 8594

Information Services: Lisutenant Colonel George Schenkein, USAF, 96434
Inspector General: Colonel Bernard V. Ogas, USAF, 45184
Installetions Engineering: Colonel John T. Trotter, USAF, 30124
Intelligence: Colonel Paul J., Heran, USAF, 60184

Judge Advocate: Colonel Arnold Lebell, USAF, R659A

Materiel: Colonel Michael J. Galer, USAF, 5272A

Operations: Colonel Alan F. Adams, USAF, 44294

Personnel: Colonel Antonio N. LelGrippo, USAF, 23%91A

Plens: Colonel Martin C. MeWillisms, USAF, 43224

Safety: Lieutenant Colonel Clarence A, Lakin, USAF, AO429077

Surgeon: Colonel Andres G, Oliver, USAF(MC), 191274

(For changes during the period of 1 Janusry through 30 June 1958, see
Exhibit 3.)




