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MEMORAYDUM FOR: The Inspector General
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VIA : Deruty Director for Operations 3 (;-‘
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SUBJECT : Questionable Activities :'ia -# B
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1. In 1960 the writer deveiopﬂed and recruited Jose Raul I-Eartinez_
Nunez (201-281382), a Cuban naticn:l and a rarking Cubana Airline pilot.

2. Mr. Martinez rejuested an emerger.; meeatinz on 18 July 1960 to
advise th-t he was the likelv choice *o prilot a chartered Cubanz iirline
flizht frem Havana, Cuba to Pranie to »mick up Raul Castro Puz and his
official party. On 20 July Mr. Martinez reported that the flight to Prarue
was scheculed for 21 July and that he weuld definitely pilot the aircraft.
Headquarters ard apnrovriate field stations along the f1i-ht route were
advised. of the fli-ht schedule; rejuirements were requesied.

3. On the morning of 21 July Headquarters sent a TOP SECAZT RYBAT
OPZRATIOHAL DITEDIATE cable (DIRZCTOR 40923 QUT 98241, 21 July 1960) to
the Havana Stition a‘visin: th-t "possible remnval of top three leaders
is receivinc serious consideration at Eeadouartars" and requested the
Station at i%s opti:n to contact Mr. Martinez snd deterrine his willin-ness
to cooperate in arranzinz an aceident during the return trip from Pracue. v
The cable said that Headruar‘ers ueuld be willing to offer a psyment after
successful completion of :510,000.0C or a reascnaile ~mount in excess of that.
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Le — CI;ES' Havana, instructe: the writer to meet with I,
Martinez and make kncwn our interests. The writer contacted ¥r. Martinez
and arranged an emergency meeting which tock place in Mr, Martinez' personal
vehicle vhile driving to the airwort. Mr. Martinez <aid he vould take a
calculated risk but limite: the possibilities whish could pass as an accident.
At one point ir. Martinez aske! for assurance that in event of his death
the U.S. Gov»rnment would see that 2is t:o sons were siven a Collogze educaticn.
This a=surance was ziven orally. On returning to the Statirn the writer
w-8 advised that an OPI{ cable (DI-ECTOR 40965 OUT 99096, 21 July 1960) had
becn received at the Station directii: the Steiicn to disregari the earlier
instructions. e
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5. Mr. M rtinez was debriefed by the writer sfter his return from
Prague. He rezorted ta:t he had no ornortunity to arrange an accident such
as ve had discussed -vior to his departure. I do not recall telling lr.
Martines th:t the orizin2l instructions hnd been chanres and I am irelired
to belicve I mnde no reference *o the new instructicns which h=d been receives

- after -
e
T Ukt isla
SR, .. =C

SR R




-~

after Mr. Martinez' -eparture from Havana.

6. Mr. Martinez defected in early Dece.ber 1960. I saw him once
in early 1961 in !Z.ami, Florida where he had tuken up residence. I do
not knou if wny other Sta'ion officers were knowledzezble of this incident
although it is probable tazt tir. Arthur Avignon, DCUS (now retired and

living in the Uauhlnwton area) may have read the pertinent cables.
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Attached:

(1) DIRECTOR 40923, 21 July 1960 TOP SECAET
(2) DIRECTOR 40965, 21 Julv 1960 TOP SmCRET v
(3) HAVA 5396 (I¥ 28071), 22 July 1960 SncuaT
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