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EMBASSY OF ISRAEL
WASHINGTON, D.C.

Jerusalem, 8 June 1981
A SPECIAL STATEMENT BY THE GOVERNMENT OF ISRAEL, 8 JUNE 1981

on Sunday, 7 June 1981, the Israel Air Force launched a
raid on the atomic reactor "ossiraq™; near Baghdad. Our
pilots carried out their mission fully, the reactor was
destroyed, all our aircraft returned safely to base.

The Government feels dutybound to explain to enlightened
public opinion why it took thils decision:

For a long time we have been watching with growing concern
the construction of the atomic reactor, "ossiraq”, from
sources whose reliability is beyond any doubt. We learned
that this reactor, despite its camouflage, is designed to
produce atomic pombs. The target for such bombs would be
Israel. This was clearly announced by the ruler of Iraq.
After the Iranians had inflicted slight damage on the reactor,
saddam Hussein stressed that the Iranians had attacked the
target in vain since it was being constructed against Israel
alone. The atomic bombs which that reactor was capable of
producing, whether from enriched uranium or from plutonium,
would be of the Hiroshima size. Thus a mortal danger to

the people of Israel progressively arose.

Again, from most reliable sources we learned of two dates
when the reactor would be completed and put into operation.

One: The beginning of July 1981.
Two: The beginning of September 1981.

 In other words, within a short period of time the Iraqi
reactor would have been operational and "hot". Under such
circumstances, nho government of Israel could contemplate
bombing the reactor. Such an attack would have brought
about a massive radioactive lethal fallout over the city
of Baghdad, and tens of thousands of its innocent residents
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